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BOOK  I. 

CHARLES  V.  was  born  at  Ghent  on  the  t^nty-    book 
fourth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  one  thou-         ' 
fand  fivehundred       His  father,  Philip  the  Hand-  Bi^T 
lome,  arcnduke  of  Auftria,  was  the  fon  of  the  etn-   '^'"'"  ^• 
peror  Maximilian,  and  of  Mary,  the  only  child  of 
Charles  the  Bold,  the  lafl  prince  of  the  houfe  of 
Burgundy.      His  mother,  Joanna,  was  the  fecond 
daughter  of  Ferdinand  King  of  Aragon,  and   of 
Ifabella  Queen  of  Calliie. 

tne  way  tor  this  young  prmce  to  the  inheritance  T"''^""* 
of  more  extenfive  dominions,   than  any  European  ?^^ 
monarch   fin^e  Charlemagne,  had  poffeffed.     Each  <^- "'"' 
^°^*M-  B  „f 
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of  his  -anceftors   had  acquired   kingdoms  or  pW'f 
vinces,   towards  which  their  profpe6t  of  fuccefiion 
was   extremely  remote.      The  rich    pofleffions    of 
Mary  of  Burgundy  had  been  deilined  for  another 
family,  fhe  having  been  contracted   by  her  father 
to  the  only  fon  of  Louis  XL  of  Franc'e  ;    but  that 
capricious  monarch,   indulging  his  hatred  to  her 
family,  chofe  rather  to  ftrip  her  of  part  of  her  ter^ 
ritories  by  force,  than  to  fecure  the  whole  by  mar- 
riage ;    and  by  this  mifconducl,  fatal  to  his  poile- 
rity,  he  threw  all   the  Netherlands   and  Franche 
Comte  into   the  hands  of  a  rival.       Ifabella,   the 
daughter  of  John  II.   of  Caftile,    far  from  having 
anv  profpe<£i:  of  that  noble  inheritance   which  fhe 
tranfmitted  to  her  grandfon,  pafTed  the  early  part 
of  her  life  in  obfcurity  and  indigence.    But  the  Caf- 
tilians,  exafperated  againfl  her  brother  Henry  IV. 
an  ill  advifed  and   vicious  prince,  publicly  charged 
him  with  impotence,  and  his  queen  with  adultery. 
Upon  his   demife,  rejecting  Joanna,  whom  Hen* 
ry    had    uniformly,   and    even   on  his    death-bed y 
owned  to  be  his  lawful  daughter,    and  whom  an 
affembly  of  the  Hates  had  acknowledged  to  be  the 
heir  of  his  kingdom,    they   obliged  her  to  retire 
into  Portugal,  and  placed    Ifabella  on  the  throne 
of  Cailile.      Ferdinand  owed  the  crown  of  A r agon 
to  the  unexpected  death  of  his  elder  brother,   and 
acquired  the  kingdoms   of  Naples  and    Sicily  by 
violating  the  faith  of  treaties,   and  difregarding  the 
ties  of  blood.       To  all   thefe  kingdoms,   Chrifto- 
pher  Columbus,   by  an  effort  of  genius  and  of  in- 
trepidity, the  boldefl  and  moft   fuccefsful  that  ig 

14  recorded 
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recorded  in  the  annals  of  mankind,  added  a  new  ^  ^j^  ^ 

world,  the  weahh  of  which  became  one  confider-  '— v^J 
able   fource  of  the  power   and  grandeur   of  the 
Spanifh  monarchs. 

Don  John,  the  only  fon  of  Ferdinand  and  Tfa-   p^'^'p  ^^^. 

^  -'  Joanna,  h\i 

bella,  and  their  eldcfl  dauo-hter,   the  queen  of  Por-    ♦aiher  and 

o  -'  1  mother  vi« 

tugal,  being  cut  off,  without  iffue,  in  the  flower  of  fit  Spain, 
youth,  all  their  hopes  centered  in  Joanna  and  her 
pofterlty.     But  as  her  hufband,  the  archduke^  was 
a  flranger  to  the  Spaniards,  it   was  thought  expe* 
dient    to  invite  him  into  Sp;\in,  that,  by  rtfiding 
among  them,  he   might  accuflom  himfelf  to  their 
laws  and  manners ;  and  it  was   expeded   that  the 
Cortes,  or  affcmbly  of  ftates,   whofe  authority  was 
then  fo  great  in  Spain,  that  no  title  to  the  crown 
was  reckoned  valid  unlefs   it   received  their  fanc- 
tion,   would  acknowledge  his  right  of  fuccefTion, 
together  with  that  of  the  infanta,  his  wife.       Philip 
and  Joanna,  palTmg  through  Fi  ance  in  their  way 
to  Spain,   were  entertained  in  that  kingdom  with       1502, 
the  utmofl  magnificence.      The  archduke   did  ho- 
mage  to  Louis  XIL  for  the  earldom  of  Flanders, 
and  took  his  feat  as  a  peer  of  the  realm  in  the  par- 
liament of  Paris.     They    were  received  in   Spain 
with  every  mark  of  honour   that  the  parental   af- 
fection of  Ferdinand   and  Ifabella,    or   the  refped 
of  their  fubjeds,   could  devife  ;     and  their  title  to 
the  crown  was   foon    after   acknowledged    by  the 
Cortes  of  both  kingdoms. 

B  5  But 
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Ferdinand 
jealous  of 
Philip's 
power. 


But  amidfl  thefe  outward  appearances  of  fatif-* 
faftion  and  joy,  fome  fecret  uneafinefs  preyed  upon 
the  mind  of  each  of  thefe  princes.     The  ftately  and 
referved  ceremonial  of  the  Spaniih  court  was  fo 
burdenfome  to  Philip,   a  prince,  young,  gay,  af- 
fable, fond  of  fociety  and  of  pfeafure,  that  he  foon 
began  to  exprefs  a  defire  of  returning  to  his  native 
country,  the  manners  of  which  were  more  fuited 
to  his  temper.     Ferdinand,  obferving  the  declining 
health  of  his  queen,  with  whofe  life  he  knew  that 
his  right  to  the  government  of  Caflile  muft  ceafe, 
eafily  forefaw,  that  a  prince  of  Philip's  dilpofition, 
and  who  already  difcovered  an  extreme  impatience 
to  reign,   would  never  confent  to  his  retaining  any 
degree  of  authority  in  that  kingdom ;     and  the 
profped  of  this  diminution  of  his  power  awaken- 
ed the  jealoufy  of  that  ambitious  monarch. 


Isabella  beheld,  vrith  the  fentiments  natural 

Ifobella's  ,       .  1    o         •  1- 

foiicitude      to   a  mother,   the   indifference   and   neolect:  with 

withrefpedl  i  i  i  i  i 

to  him  and    which  the  archduke  treated  her  daughter,  who  was 
ten  defti:ute  of  thofe  beauties  of  perfon,  as  well  as 

thofe  accomplifnments  of  mind,  which  fix  the 
affedions  of  an  hufband.  Her  underftanding, 
alwavs  weak,  was  often  difordered.  She  doated 
on  Philip  with  fuch  an  excefs  of  chlldifh  and  in- 
difcreet  fondnefs,  as  excited  difguft  rather  than 
affection.  Her  jealoufy,  for  which  her  hufband's 
behr-viour  gave  her  too  much  caufe^  was  propor- 
tioned to  her  love,  and  often  broke  out  in  the 
moft  extravagant  adions.  Ifabella,  though  fen- 
fible  of  her   defcds,   could  not  help  pitying   her 

*^  condition^ 
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condition,    which   was   foon   rendered   altogether    ^^^^^ 
deplorable,  by  the  archduke's  abrupt  refolution  of     ^-^'v-w 
fetting  out  in  the  middle   of  winter   for  Flanders, 
and  of  leaving  her  in  Spain.     Ifabella  intreated 
him  not  to  abandon  his  wife  to  grief  and  melan- 
choly,  which  might  prove  fatal  to  her,  as  fhe  was 
near  the  time  of  her  delivery.     Joanna  conjured 
him  to   put  off  his  journey  for  three  days  only, 
that  fhe   might   have  the  pleafure   of  celebrating 
the  feftival  of  Chriilmas  in  his  company.     Ferdi- 
nand,   after   reprefenting   the   imprudence  of  his 
leaving  Spain,  before  he   had  time  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  genius,  or  to  gain  the  affections 
of  the  people  who  were  one  day  to  be  his  fab- 
jedls,  befought  him,  at  lead,  not  to  pafs  through 
France,  with  which  kingdom  he  was  then  at  open 
war,      Philip,  without  regarding  either  the  dictates 
of  humanity,  or  the  maxims  of  prudence,  perfift- 
ed  in  his  purpofe ;     and  on  the  twenty-fecond  of 
December  fet  out  for  the  Low  Countries,  by  the 
way  of  France  % 

From    the  moment  of   his   departure,  Joanna  oiforderof 
funk    into  a  deep   and    fullen   melancholy^,   and  mind"^* 
while  file  was  in  that  fituation  bore  Ferdinand  her  fl7dinLd, 
fecond  fon,   for  whom  the  power  of  his  brother  emp'eTor?* 
Charles   afterwards    procured    the    kingdoms    of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia,   and  to  whom  he  at  laft 
tranfmitted  the  imperial  fceptre.      Joanna  was  the 

*  Petri  Martyiis  Anglclii  Epiftolse,  250  2^^, 
^  Id.   Epill.  255. 
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only  perfon  in  Spain  who  difcovered  no  joy  at  the 
birth  of  this  prince.  Infenfible  to  that,  as  well  as 
to  every  other  pleafure,  Ihe  was  wholly  occupied 
with  the  thoughts  of  returning  to  htr  hufband  ; 
nor  did  (lie,  in  any  degree,  recover  tranquillity  of 
>504-       mind,  until  fhe  arrived  at  BruiTels  next  year  ^ 

Philip,  in  paffmg  through  France,  had  an  in- 
terview with  Louis  XII.  and  figned  a  treaty  with 
him,  by  which  he  hoped  that  all  the  differences 
between  France  and  Spain  would  have  been  finally 
terminated.  But  Ferdinand,  whofe  affairs,  at 
that  time,  were  extremely  profperous  in  Italy, 
where  the  fuperior  genius  of  Gonfalvo  de  Cordova, 
the  great  captain,  triumphed  on  every  occafion  over 
the  arms  of  France,  did  not  pay  the  lead  regard  to 
w^hat  his  fon- in-law  had  concluded,  and  carried  on 
hoflilities  with  greater  ardour  than  ever. 

Death  of  From  this  time  Philip  feems   not  to  have  taken 

any  part  in  the  affairs  or  Spam,  waiting  in  quiet 
till  the  death  either  of  Ferdinand  or  of  Ifabella 
^  fhould  open  the  way  to  one  of  their  thrones.  The 
latter  of  thefe  events  was  rot  far  diftant.  The  un- 
timely death  of  her  fon  and  eldeft  daughter  had 
made  a  deep  impreffion  on  the  mind  of  Ifabella, 
and  as  ffie  could  derive  but  little  confolation  for 
the  loffes  which  (he  had  fullained  either  from  her 
dauphter  Joanna,  whofe  infirmities  daily  increafed, 
or  from  her  fon-in-law,  who  no  longer  preferved 

^  Mariana,  iib.  27c  c.  ii.  14.     Flfch'er  Vie  de  Xinien.   i.. 
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even  the  appearance  of  a  decent  refpe6l  towards 
that  unhappy  princefs,  her  fpirirs  and  health  be- 
gan gradually  to  decline,  and,  after  languifhing 
fome  moriths^  (he  died  at  Medina  del  Campo,  on 
the  twenty-fixth  of  November,  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  four.  She  was  no  lefs  eminent  for 
virtue,  than  for  wifdom  ;  and  whether  we  confider 
her  behaviour  as  a  queen,  as  a  wife,  or  as  a  mo- 
ther, fhe  is  juftly  entitled  to  the  high  encomiums 
bellowed  upon  her  by  the  Spanifh  hiftorians  ^ 

A  FEW  weeks  before  her  death,  fhe  made  her  Herwm 
lafl  will,  and  being  convinced  of  Joanna's  iucapa-  Ferd'^anlf 
city  to  aflume  the  reins  of  government  into  her  caft|ie°^ 
own  hands,  and  having  no  inclination  to  commit 
them  to  Philip,  with  whofe  conduct  fhe  was  ex- 
tremely dilTatisfied,  fhe  appointed  Ferdinand  regent 
or  adminiflrator  of  the  affairs  of  Cafhile,  until 
her  grandfon  Charles  fhould  attain  the  age  of 
twenty.  She  bequeathed  to  Ferdinand  likewife 
one  half  of  the  revenues  which  fliould  arife  from 
the  Indies,  together  with  the  grand-mafterfhips  of 
the  three  military  orders ;  dignities,  which  ren- 
dered the  perfon  who  poifeiTed  them  aimoft  inde- 
pendent, and  which  Ifabella  had,  for  that  reafon, 
annexed  to  the  crown  \  But  before  fhe  figned  a 
deed  fo  favourable  to  Ferdinand,  flie  obliged  him 
to  fv/ear  that  he  would  not,  by  a  fecoad  marriage, 
or  by   any  other   means,     endeavour    to    deprive 

*  P.  Mart.  Ep.  279. 

«  P.  Martyr.  Ep    277.     Mar.  Hlft.  lib.  28.  c.  ii.      Ferre- 
ras  Hift.  G;:ner.  d'iifpagne,  torn.  vlil.  263. 
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acknow- 
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regent  by 
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Jians  dif- 
iatbHcd. 


^  ^j^  ^    Joanna  or  her  pofterity  of  their  right  of  fucceflion 
to  any  of  his  kingdoms  ^ 


Immediately  upon  the  queen's  death,  Ferdi- 
nand refigned  the  title  of  king  of  Caflile,  and 
iifued  orders  to  proclaim  Joanna  and  Philip  the 
fovereigns  of  that  kingdom.  But,  at  the  fame 
time,  he  afTumed  the  charader  of  regent,  in 
confequence  of  Ifabella's  teiflament ;  and  not 
long  after,  he  prevailed  on  the  Cortes  of  Caftile 
to  acknowledge  his  right  to  that  office.  This, 
however,  he  did  not  procure  without  difficulty, 
nor  without  difcovering  fuch  fymptoms  of  alien- 
ation and  difgufl:  among  the  Caililians  as  filled 
him  with  great  uneafmefs.  The  union  of  Caftile 
and  Aragon  for  almoft  thirty  years,  had  not  fo 
entirely  extirpated  the  ancient  and  hereditary  en- 
mity which  fubfifted  between  the  natives  of  thefe 
kingdoms,  that  the  Caftilian  pride  could  fub- 
mit,  without  murmuring,  to  the  government  of 
a  king  of  Aragon.  Ferdinand's  own  character, 
vith  which  the  Caftilians  were  well  acquainted, 
was  far  from  rendering  his  authority  defirable. 
Sufpicious,  difcerning,  fevere,  and  parfimonious, 
he  was  accuflomed  to  obferve  the  moft  minute 
a6lions  of  his  fubjecls  with  a  jealous  attention, 
and  to  reward  their  higheft  fervices  with  little 
liberality ;  and  they  were  now  deprived  of  Ifa- 
bella,  whofe  gentle  qualities,  and  partiality  to  her 
Caftilian  fubjeds,   often  tempered  his  aufterity,  or 


f  Mar.  Hift.  lib.  28.  c.  14. 
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rendered  it  tolerable.  The  maxims  of  his  go- 
vernment were  efpecially  odious  to  the  grandees ; 
for  that  artful  prince,  fenfible  of  the  dangerous 
privileges  conferred  upon  them  by  the  feudal  in- 
ftitutions,  had  endeavoured  to  curb  their  exorbi- 
tant power  %  by  extending  the  royal  jurifdidion, 
by  proteding  their  injured  vaffals,  by  increafing 
the  immunities  of  cities,  and  bv  other  meafures 
equally  prudent.  From  all  thefe  caufes,  a  formi- 
dable party  among  the  Caflilians  united  againfl 
Ferdinand,  and  though  the  perfons  who  compofed 
it  had  not  hitherto  taken  any  public  ftep  in  oppo- 
fition  to  him,  he  plainly  faw,  that  upon  the  lead 
encouragement  from  their  new  king,  they  would 
proceed  to  the  mofi:  violent  extremities. 

There  was  no  lefs  agitation  in  the  Netherlands  Philip  co- 
upon receiving   the  accounts  of  Ifabella's  death,  obtain  the 
and   of  Ferdinand's  having  afTumed   the  govern-   me^^o'e 
ment  of  Caftile.      Philip   was   not   of  a   temper  ^*^'^®* 
tamely  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  fupplanted  by  the 
ambition  of  his  father-in-law.       If  Joanna's   in- 
firmities,  and  the   non-age  of  Charles,   rendered 
them  incapable  of  government,  he,  as  a  hufband, 
was  the  proper  guardian  of  his  wife,  and,  as  a  fa- 
ther, the  natural  tutor  of  his  fon.      Nor  was  it  fuf- 
ficient  to  oppofe  to  thefe  jufl   rights,    and   to   the 
inclination   of  the   people   of  Caftile,  the  autho- 
rity  of  a  teflament,    the    genuinenefs   of  which 
was   perhaps    doubtful,   and  its   contents  to  him 
appeared  certainly  to  be  iniquitous.       A  keener 


s  Marian,  lib.  zB.  c    12, 
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edge  was  added  to  Philip's  refentment,  and  new 
vigour  infufed  into  his  councils  by  the  arrival  of 
Don  John  Manuel.  He  was  Ferdinand's  am- 
baiTador  at  the  imperial  court,  but  upon  the  firft 
notice  of  Iflibella's  death,  repaired  to  BruiTels, 
flattering  hitnfelf,  that  under  a  young  and  liberal 
prince,  he  might  attain  to  pov^?er  and  honours, 
which  he  could  never  have  expeded  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  an  old  and  frugal  mafler.  He  had  e^rly 
paid  court  to  Philip  during  his  refidence  in  Spain, 
with  fuch  affiduity  as  entirely  gained  his  confi- 
dence ;  and  having  been  trained  to  bufmefs  under 
Ferdinand,  could  oppofe  his  fchemes  with  equal 
abilities,  and  with  arts  not  inferior  to  thofe  for 
which  that  monarch  was  diflinguifhed  \ 

He  requires  By  the  advicc  of  Mauucl,  ambaffadors  were  dif- 
toreiignthc  patched  to  requne  rerdmand  to  retire  mto  Ara« 
gon,  and  to  refign  the  government  of  Caftile  to 
thofe  perfons  whom  Philip  fliould  entruft  with  it, 
until  his  own  arrival  in  that  kingdom.  Such  of 
the  CaftiHan  nobles  as  had  diicovered  any  dif- 
fatisfaclion  with  Ferdinand's  adminiftration,  were 
encouraged  by  every  method  to  oppofe  it.  At 
the  fame  time  a  treaty  was  concluded  with  Louis 
XIL  by  which  Philip  flattered  himfelf  that  he 
had  fecured  the  friendfnip  and  afFiftance  of  that 
monarch. 

Meanwhile,  Ferdinand  employed   all  the   arts 
of  addrefs  and  policy,  in  order  to  retain  the  power 

^  Zurita  Anualcs  de  Aragon,  torn.  vi.  p.  12. 

of 
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_  R     O      (^      K: 

of  which  he  had  got  pofTefTion.  By  means  or  j. 
Conchillos,  an  Aragonian  gentleman,  he  entered  ^-^-^ 
into  a  private  negociatlon  with  Joanna,  and  pre- 
vailed on  that  weak  princefs  to  confirm,  by  her 
authority,  his  ric-ht  to  the  rep;encv.  But  this  m- 
trigue  did  not  efcape  the  penetrating  eye  oi:  Don 
John  Manuel ;  Joanna's  letter  of  confent  was  in- 
tercepted ;  Conchillos  was  thrown  into  a  dungeon  ; 
fhe  herfelf  confined  to  an  apartment  in  the  palace, 
and  all  her  Spaniih  domeilics  fecluded  from  her 
prefence  '\ 

The  mortilication  which   the  difcovery  of  this   Ferdinand 

•         •  ,-iT~'j*J  T,*  abandoned 

mtrigue  occafioned  to  I'erdmand,  was  much  m-  bytbec^ai- 
creafed  by  his  obferving  the  progrefs  which  Philip's  '^^"  ""^^^'• 
emiffaries  made  in  Caflilj,  Some  of  the  nobles  re- 
tired to  their  cadles  ;  others  to  rne  towns  in  which 
they  had  influence :  they  formed  themfelves  into 
confederacies,  and  began  to  affemble  their  vaflals. 
Ferdinand's  court  was  almofl:  totally  deferted ; 
not  a  perfon  of  diflinction  but  Ximenes,  arch- 
bifhop  of  Toledo,  the  duke  of  Alva,  and  the  mar- 
quis of  Denia,  remaining  there  ;  while  the  houfes 
of  Philip's  ambafladors  were  daily  crowded  with 
noblemen  of  the  higheft  rank. 

Exasperated  at  this  univerfal  defeclion,   and  Ferdinand 

mortified  perhaps   with  feeing  all  his  fchemes  de-  marry,  in 

feated  by  a  younger  polidcian,  Ferdinand  refolved,  ciudehis 

in  defiance  of  the  law  of  nature  and  of  decency,  f,o"m  tlfe 

throne. 
>  P.  Mart.  Ep.  287.     Zurlta  Annales^  vi.  p.  14. 

to 
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^^^^^  to  deprive  his  daughter  and  her  poflerity  of  the 
^— ~^^-*^'  crown  of  Caftile,  rather  than  renounce  the  re- 
gency of  that  kingdom.  His  plan  for  accom- 
plifhing  this  was  no  lefs  bold,  than  the  intention 
itfelf  was  wicked.  He  demanded  in  marriage 
Joanna,  the  fuppofed  daughter  of  Henry  IV.  on 
the  belief  of  whofe  iliegitima^cy  Ifabella's  right 
to  the  crown  of  Caftile  was  founded  :  and  by  re- 
viving the  claim  of  this  princef*^,  in  oppofitlon  to 
which  he  himfelf  had  formerly  led  armies  and 
fought  battles,  he  hoped  once  more  to  get  pof- 
feilion  of  the  throne  of  that  kingdom.  But  Ema-? 
nuel,  king  of  Portugal,  in  whofe  dominions  Joanna 
refided,  at  that  time  having  married  one  of  Ferdi- 
nand's daughters  by  Ifabella,  refufed  his  confent  to 
that  unnatural  match  ;  and  the  unhappy  princefs 
herfelf,  having  loft  all  relifh  for  the  objeds  of  am-* 
bition  by  being  long  immured  in  a  convent,  difco- 
vered  no  lefs  averfion  to  it  ■". 

.Mjsrfksa  The  rcfourccs,    however,    of  Ferdinand's  am- 

nitce  or  the  '  ' 

French  bition  wcrc  not  exhaufted.  Upon  meeting  with 
a  repulfe  in  Portugal,  he  turned  towards  France, 
and  fought  in  marriage  Germain  de  Foix,  a 
daughter  of  the  vilcount  of  Narbonne,  and  of 
Mary,  the  fifter  of  Louis  XIL  The  war  which 
that  monarch  had  carried  on  againft  Ferdinand  in 
Naples,  had  been  fo  unfortunate,  that  he  liftened 
with  joy  to  a  propofal,  w^hich  furniftied  him  with 
an   honourable   pretence    for    concluding   peace.: 

^  Sandov.  Hift.  of  Civil  Wars  in  Caftile.     Lon.  i6^^.  p.  5. 
Zurita  Annaks  de  Aragon,  torn.  vi.  p.  215. 

And 
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And  though  no  prince  was  ever  more  remarkable  ^  \^  ^ 
than  Ferdinand  for  making  all  his  pafTions  bend  to 
the  maxims  of  intereft,  or  become  fubfervient  to 
the  purpofes  of  ambition,  yet  fo  vehement  was  his 
refentment  againfl  his  fon-in-law,  that  the  defire 
of  gratif)ang  it  rendered  him  regardlefs  of  every 
other  confideration.  In  order  to  be  revenged  of 
Philip,  by  detaching  Louis  from  his  intereft,  and 
in  order  to  gain  a  chance  of  excluding  him  from 
his  hereditary  throne  of  Aragon,  and  the  dominions 
annexed  to  it,  he  was  ready  once  more  to  divide 
Spain  into  feparate  kingdoms,  though  the  union  of 
thefe  was  the  great  glory  of  his  reign,  and  had 
been  the  chief  objecl  of  his  ambition  ;  he  confented 
to  reftore  the  Neapolitan  nobles  of  the  French  fac- 
tion to  their  poffeflions  and  honours ;  and  fubmitted 
to  the  ridicule  of  marrying,  in  an  advanced  age,  a 
princefs  of  eighteen  L 

The  conclufion  of  this  match,  which  deprived 
Philip  of  his  only  ally,  and  threatened  him  with 
the  lofs  of  fo  many  kingdoms,  gave  him  a  dread- 
ful alarm,  and  convinced  Don  John  Manuel  that 
there  was  now  a  neceflity  of  taking  other  mea- 
fures  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  Spain '^.  He 
accordingly  inftructed  the  Flemjfh  ambalTadors 
in  the  court  of  Spain,  to  teftify  the  lirong  de- 
fire which  their  mafter  had  of  terminating  all 
differences  between  him  and  Ferdinand  in  an 
amicable  manner,  and   his  vvillingnefs  to   confent 

'  P.  Mart.  Ep,  290.292.     Mariana,  lib,  28.  c.  i5,  17. 
"  P.  Mart.  Ep,  293. 

t» 
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to   any    conditions     that   would    re-eflabllfii    th^ 
friendfhip  which  ought  to  fubfifl  between  a  father 
between       ^nd    a   fon-iu-law.       Ferdinand,    though    he  had 

ferdinand  j  j     i        i  •  i 

and  Philip,  made  and  broken  more  treaties  than  any  prmce 
ot  any  age,  was  apt  to  confide  fo  far  in  the  fince- 
rity  of  other  men,  or  to  depend  io  much  upon  his 
own  addrefs  and  their  weaknefs,  as  to  be  always 
extremely  fond  of  a  negociation.  He  Hflened 
with  eagernefs  to  the  declarations,  and  foon  con- 
Nov.  24.  eluded  a  treaty  at  Salamanca ;  in  which  it  was 
llipulated,  that  the  government  of  Caftile  fhould 
be  cairied  on  in  the  joint  names  of  Joanna,  of 
Ferdinand,  and  of  Philip  ;  and  that  the  revenues  of 
the  crown,  as  well  as  the  right  of  conferring  offices, 
lliould  be  fliared  between  Fei'dinand  and  Philip^ 
by  an  equal  divifion ". 

1506.  Nothing,  however,  was  farther  from  Philip's 

Philip  and        i_  i_         1  1   r  1  •  tt«      r  1 

Joanna  (ct  thoughts  than  to  obierve  this  treaty.  His  fole  m- 
spain,  tention  in  propofmg  it  was  to  amufe  Ferdinand, 
and  to  prevent  him  from  taking  any  meafures  for 
obflrucling  his  voyage  into  Spain.  It  had  that 
effect.  Ferdinand,  fagacious  as  he  was,  did  not 
for  feme  time  fufpecl  his  defigii ;  and  though  when 
he  perceived  it,  he  prevailed  on  the  king  of  France 
not  onlv  to  remonftrate  againfl:  the  archduke's 
journey,  but  to  threaten  hoflilities  if  he  fhould 
undertake  it ;  though  he  folicited  the  duke  of 
Gueldres  to  attack  his  fon-in-law's  dominions  in 
the  Low-countiies,  Philip  and  his  confort  never- 

^  Zurlia  Annaksde  Aragon,  vi.  19.     P.  Mart.  Ep.  293,  294. 
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thelefs  fet  fall  with  a  numerous  fleet  and  a  good 
body  of  land  forces.  They  were  obliged  by  a  vio- 
lent tempeit  to  take  fhtlter  in  England,  where 
Henn'  VII.  in  compliance  with  Ferdinand's  folicit- 
ations,  detained  them  upwards  of  three  months " ; 
at  lull:  they  were  permitted  to  depart,  and  after  a 
more  profperous  voyage,  they  arrived  in  fafety  at  April 28. 
Corunna  in  Galicia,  nor  durft  Ferdinand  attempt, 
as  he  once  intended,  to  oppofe  their  landing  by 
force  of  arms. 

• 

The    Cafcillan   nobles,    who    had  been   obliged   ThenobiiM 
hirherto    to    conceal    or    to    diffemble  their  fenti-   decurefor 
ments,    now  declared  openly  in   favour  of  Philip. 
From  every  corner  of  the  kingdom,  perfons  of  the 
highefl:  rank,  with  numerous  retinues  of  their  vaf- 
fals,    repaired  to  their  new  fovereign.      The  treaty 
of  Salamanca  was  univerfally  condemned,  and  all 
agreed  to  exclude   from  the  government  of  CaRile 
a  prince,  who,   by   confenting   to   dibjoia  Aragoil 
and  Naples  from  that  crown,   difcovered  fo  little 
concern  for  its   true  interefts.     Ferdinand,  mean- 
while,   abandoned    by    almofl    all    the    Cafdlians, 
difconcerted  by  their  revolt,   and  uncertain  whe* 
ther  he   fliould  peaceably  relinquifn  his  power,  or 
take  arms  in  order  to   maintain  it,  earnepLly  foil- 
cited  an  interview  with  his  fon-in-law,  who,  by  the 
advice   of   Manuel,    frudioufly  avoided  it.       Con- 
vinced at  lail,  by  feeing  the  number  and   zeal  of 
Philip's  adherents   daily  increafe,   that  it  was  vain 
to   think  of    refilling    fuch   a  torrent,    Ferdinand 

Ferrer.  Hilt.  viii.  2?^, 

confented- 
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confented,  by  treaty,  to  refign  the  regency  of 
Caflile  into  the  hands  of  Philip,  to  retire  into  his 
Ferdinand  hereditary  dominions  of  Aragon,  and  to  reft  fatis* 
regency  o*f  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  maftcrfhips  of  the  military  orders, 
miJUr'to'''^  ^^^  that  fhare  of  the  revenue  of  the  Indies,  which 
Aragon.  Jfabella  had  becjueathed  to  him.  Though  an  in- 
terview between  the  princes  was  no  longer  necef-» 
fary,  it  was  agreed  to  on  both  fides  from  motives 
of  decency.  Philip  repaired  to  the  place  appointed^ 
with  a  fplendid  retinue  of  CaftiHan  nobles,  and  a 
confiderable  body  of  armed  men.  Ferdinand  ap- 
peared without  any  pomp,  attended  by  a  few  fol- 
lowers mounted  on  mules,  and  unarmed.  On 
that  occafion  Don  John  Manuel  had  the  pleafure 
of  difplaying  before  the  monarch  whom  he  had 
deferted,  the  extenfive  influence  which  he  had 
acquired  over  his  new  mafler :  While  Ferdinand 
fuffered,  in  prefence  of  his  former  fubjects,  the  two 
moft  cruel  mortifications  which  an  artful  and  am- 
bitious prince  can  feel ;  being  at  once  overreached 
in  conduct,  and  Itripped  of  power  ^ 

July.  Not  long  after,  he  retired  into  Aragon  ;  and 
hoping  that  feme  favourable  accident  would  foon 
open  the  way  to  his  return  into  Caftile,  he  took 
care  to  proteft,  though  with  great  fecrecy,  that 
the  treaty  concluded  with  his  fon-in-law,  being 
extorted  by  force,  ought  to  be  deemed  void  of  all 
obligation  ^. 

P  Zurlta  Annales  de  Arag.   vi.  64.  Mar.  lib.  28.  c.  19,  20. 
T.  Mart.  Ep.  304.  505,  Sec.  ^  Zurlta  Annales 

tJc  A'-ag.  vi.  p.  68.     Ftrrer.  H^ft.  vili.  290. 
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Philip  took  pclTefnon  of  his  new  authority 
with  a  youthful  joy.  I  he  unhappy  Joanna,  from 
whom  he  derived  it,  remained,  during  all  thefe  joar,nra»- 
contefls,  under  the  dominion  of  a  deep  melan-  edarldnl' 
choly ;  (he  was  feldom  allowed  to  appear  in  pub-  bylhL"**" 
lie  ;  her  father,  though  he  had  often  defired  ir,  fortes, 
was  refufed  -Kcefs  to  her  ;  and  Philip's  chief  ob- 
ject was  to  prevail  on  the  Cortes  to  declare  her 
incapable  of  government,  that  an  undivided  power 
might  be  lodged  in  his  hands,  until  his  fon  fhould 
attain  to  full  age.  But  fuch  was  the  partial  at- 
tachment of  the  Cafliiiians  to  their  native  princefs, 
that  though  Manuel  had  the  addrefs  to  gain  fome 
members  of  the  Cortes  affembled  at  Valladolid, 
and  others  were  willing  to  gratify  their  new  fo- 
vereign  in  his  firfl  requell,  the  great  body  of  the 
reprefentatives  refufed  their  confent  to  a  declara- 
tion which  they  thought  fo  injurious  to  the  blood 
of  then-  monarchs "".  They  were  unanimous,  how- 
ever, in  acknowledging  Joanna  and  Philip,  queen 
and  king  of  Cadile,  and  their  fon  Charles  prince  of 
Aflurias. 

This   was    almoft    the    only   memorable    event  S^r''^^ 

rnilip, 

durlncr  Philip's   adminiflratlon.       A  fever  nut  an 

J  !_•       IT      •         1  Sept.  25, 

end  to  his   lite  m  the   twenty-eighth  year  of  his   1506- 
age,  when  he  had  not  enjoyed  the  regal   dignity, 
which  he  had  been  fo  eager   to   obtain,  full  three 
months  *. 


"■  Zurlta  Annules  de  Arag.  vi.  p.  yj, 
*  Marian,  lib.  28.  c.  23. 
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I.  The  whole  royal  authority  in   Caftile,   ought  of 

^^l-j;^^:^^^  courfe  to  have  devolved  upon  Joanna.       But  the 
miidTn-**    ^ock  occafioned  by  a  difafter  fo    unexpected  as 
orwfes.        the  death  of  her  hufband,   completed  the  diforder 
of    her    underflanding,     and    her    incapacity    for 
government.       During    all    the    time   of    Philip's 
ficknefs,  no  intreaty  colild  prevail  on  her,  though 
in  the  fixth   month  of  her   pregnancy,    to   leave 
him  for  a  moment.     When  he  expired,   however, 
fhe  did  not  fhed  one  tear,   or  utter  a  fmgle  groan. 
Her  grief  was   filent   and  fettled.       She  continued 
to  w^atch  the  dead  body  with   the  fame  tendeinefs 
and  attention  as  if  it  had  been  alive ',   and  though 
at    lafl    jfhe    permitted    it    to  be  buried,    fhe  fooii 
removed  it  from  the  tomb  to  her  own  apartment. 
There  it  was  laid  upon  a  bed  of  Hate,  in  a  fplendid 
drefs  :     and    having    heard    from   fome    monk    a 
legendary  tale  of  a  king  who  revived  after  he  had 
been  dead  fourteen  years,  ihe  kept  her  eyes  almofl 
conftantly    hxed   on    the    body,    waiting   for   the 
happy  moment  of  its   return  to  life.     Nor  was  this 
capricious  affedion  for  her  dead  hufband  lefs  tinc^ 
tured  with  jealoufy,  than  that  which  fhe  had  borne 
to  him  while  alive.      She  did  not    permit  any  of 
her  female    attendants    to    approach    the    bed    on 
which  his  corpfe  was  laid  ;    fhe  would   not   fuiTer 
any  wom.an  who  did  not  belong  to   her  family  to 
enter  the  apartment ;    and  rather  than  grant   that 
privilege  to  a   midwife,  though   a  very  aged   one 
had    been    chofen    on    purpofe,      Hiq    bore    the 


^  P,.M.a!t   Ep.  316. 
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ptincefs  Catharine  without  any  other  afTiflance  than 
that  of  her  own  domeflics  ". 

A  WOMAN  m  fuch  a  ftate  of  mind  was  Httle  ca-  fl^,^^^^^: 
pable  of  governing  a  great  kingdom  ;  and  Joanna,  vernment. 
who  made  it  her  fole  employment  to  bewail  the 
lofs,  and  to  pray  for  the  foul  of  her  hufband, 
would  have  thought  her  attention  to  public  affairs 
an  impious  neglecl  of  thofe  duties  which  flie  owed 
to  him.  But  though  (he  dechned  affuming  the  ad- 
minidration  herfelf,  yet,  by  a  ftrange  caprice  of 
jealoufy,  fhe  refufed  to  commit  it  to  any  other  per- 
fon  ;  and  no  intreaty  of  her  fubjecls  could  parfuade 
her  to  name  a  regent,  or  even  to  fign  fuch  papers  as 
were  necelTary  for  the  execution  of  jufiice,  and  the 
fecurity  of  the  kingdom. 

The  death  of  Philip  threw   the  Caflilians  into   J^Je'^'e^pe!" 
the  greatefl  perplexity.      It  was   neceflary  to   ap-   d^na^d^^^^^' 
point  a  regent,  both   on  account  of  Joanna's  fren-  for"tf,e"'^°" 
zy,  and  the  infancy  of  her  fon  ;  and  as   there  was  reg«"=y» 
not  among  the  nobles,   any  perfon   To   eminently 
diftlnguifhed   either  by  fuperiority  in  rank  or  abili- 
ties as   to  be  called    by  the  public  voice  to  that 
high  office,   all  naturally  turned  their  eyes   either 
towards     Ferdinand,     or     towards     the     emperor 
Maximilian.      The   former  claimed    that    dignity 
as  adminiftrator  for  his   daughter,   and   by   virtue 
of  the  teftament  of  Ifabella ;     the  latter  thought 
himfelf  the  legal  guardian  of  his  grandfon,  whom, 
on  account  of  his  miother's  infirmity,  he  already 

^  jMar.  Hift.   lib.  29.  c.  3  &  5.     P.  Mar^  Ep.   318.  324. 
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confiJered  as  king  of  CaRile.     Such  of  the  nobility 
as  had  lately  been  mofl  active   in  compelling  Fer- 
dinand to  refign  the  government   of  the  kingdom, 
trembled  at  the  thoughts   of  his  being  refiored  fb 
foon  to  his  former  dignity.       They  dreaded  the 
return  of  a  monarch,  not  apt  to  forgive,  and  who, 
to   thofe    dcfeds    with    which    they  were  already 
acquainted,  added  that  refentment  which  the  re- 
membrance of  their  behaviour,  and  refle(fl:ion  upon 
his  own   difgrace,     mufl   naturally    have    excited. 
1  hough  none  of  thefe  objections  lay  againfl  Max- 
imilian, he  was  a  flranger  to  the  laws  and  manners 
of  Caflile ;    he  had  not  either  troops  or  money  to 
fupport  his  pretenfions ;     nor  could   his  claim  be 
admitted  without  a  public  declaration  of  Joanna's 
incapacity  for  government,   an  indignity  to  which, 
notwithftanding  the  notoriety  of  her  diftemper,  the 
dehcacy  of  the  Caftillans  could  not  bear  the  thoughts 
of  fubjeding  her. 

Don  John  Manuel,  however,  and  a  few  of 
the  nobles,  who  confidered  themfelves  as  moil  ob- 
noxious to  Ferdinand^s  difpleafure,  declared  for 
Maximilian,  and  offered  to  fupport  his  claim  with 
all  their  interefl.  Maximilian,  always  enterprizing 
and  decifive  in  council,  though  feeble  and  dilatory 
in  execution,  eagerly  embraced  the  offer.  But  a  fe- 
ries  of  iiieffedual  negcciations  was  the  only  confe- 
quence  of  this  tranfa(9:ion.  The  emperor,  as  ufual, 
afferted  his  rights  in  a  high  flrain,  promifed  a  great 
deal,  and  performed  nothing  \ 

^  Mariana,  lib.  29.  c.  7.     Zurita  Annales  de  Ara;.;.  vi.  95. 
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BOOK. 

1. 


A  FEv/  davs  before  the  death   of  Philip,   Ferdi- 

nand   had  fet   out   for  Naples,  that,    by   his   own   " ^ — » 

prefence,  he  might  put  an  end,  with  greater  abL't^ona 
decency,  to  the  viceroyahy  of  the  great  captain,  k-nldomlf 
whofe  important  fervices,  and  cautious  conduct-,  ^'^h'"- 
did  not  fcreen  him  from  the  fufpicions  of  his  jea- 
lous mafler.  Though  an  account  of  his  fon-in- 
law's  death  reached  him  at  Porto-fino,  in  the  ter- 
riiories  of  Genoa,  he  was  fo  fohcitous  to  diicover 
the  fecret  intrigues  which  he  fuppofed  the  great 
captain  to  have  been  carrying  on,  and  to  eflablifli 
his  own  authority  on  a  firm  foundation  in  the 
Neapolitan  domnnions,  by  removing  him  from 
the  fupreme  command  there,  that,  rather  than  dif- 
continue  his  voyage,  he  chofe  to  leave  Caftile  in  a 
flate  of  anarchy,  and  even  to  rifque,  by  this  delay, 
his  obtaining  poilefTion  of  the  government  of  that 
kingdom-. 

Nothing   but   the  great   abilities  and  prudent    ^j.  ^j^^, 
conduct   of  his    adherents,   could   have  prevented   ^^^r'^F,"^^^ 

^  -T  or  Crittiie, 

the  bad  effecls   of  this  abfence.       At  the   head  of  chiefly 

though  the 

thefe  w^as   Ximenes,    archbiPnop  o^  Toledo,    who,   irfl'^enceof 
though  he  had  been   raiftd  to  that  dignity  by  Ifa-  ^i^'«i^es. 
bella,   contrary    to    the    inclination  of   Ferdinand, 
and  though  he  could  have  no  expeclation  of  en- 
joying m.uch  power  under  the  adminiftration  of  a 

mailer  little  difpofed   to   diftinp-uilli  him  bv  extra- 

■*       ^  •  ^ 

ordinary  marks  of  attention,  was  nevertheleis  {o 
d:"lintereiled,  as  to  preftr  the  welfare  cf  his  country 
before  his   own    grandeur,    and    to   declare,    that 


»-7 
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Caflile  could  never  be  fo  happily  governed  as  by 
a  prince,  whom  long  experience  had  rendered 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  its  true  intereft.  The 
zeal  of  Ximenes  to  bring  over  his  countrymen  to 
this  opinion,  induced  him  to  lay  afide  fomewhat 
'5°7-  of  his  ufual  auflerity  and  haughtlnefs.  He  con- 
defcendedj  on  this  occafion,  to  court  the  dif- 
aifecled  nobles,  and  employed  addrefs,  as  well 
as  arguments,  to  perfuade  them.  Ferdinand 
feconded  his  endeavours  with  great  art ;  and  by 
concelTions  to  fome  of  the  grandees,  by  promifes 
to  others,  and  by  letters  full  of  cgmphifance 
to  all,  he  gained  many  of  his  mod  violent  op- 
^^  ^^  ponents\  Though  many  cabals  were  form.ed, 
Ferdinard     and    fome    commotions    were   excited,    yet  when 

retur.is  to  ^  ^     j  ■ 

Spain,  Ferdinand,    after    having    fettled    the    affairs    of 

Naples,  arrived  in  Caflile,  he  entered  upon  the 
adminiflration  without  oppofition.  The  prudence 
with  which  he  exerciied  his  authority  in  that 
kingdom.;  equalled  the  good  fortune  by  which  he 
His  prudent  had  rccovcrcd  it.  By  a  moderate,  but  fteady  ad- 
t.on.  mmiltration,  tree  irom  partiality  and  irom  relent- 

ment,  he  entirely  reconciled  the  Calliiians  to  his 
perfoni  and  fecured  to  them,  during  the  remain- 
der off  his  life,  as  much  domeflic  tranquillity,  as 
was  confiflent  with  the  genius  of  the  feudal  go- 
vernment, which  ftill  fubfiiled  among  them  in  full 
vigour'. 

Nor  was  the  prefervation  of  tranquillity  in  his 
hereditary  kingdoms,    the    only   obligation  which 

*  Zurita  Annales  de  Arag.  vi.  p.  87,94.  1C9. 

*  Mariajaa,  lib.  29.  c.  lo. 
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the  archduke  Charles  owed  to  the  wife  regency  of    bo^ok 
his  grandfather ;    it  was  his  good  fortune,    during 
that    period,    to    have    very   important   additions 
made   to   the    dominions   over  which   he  was   to 
reiofn.     On  the  coafl  of  Barbary,   Oran,  and  other   Conqueft 
conquefts  of  no  fmall  value,  were  annexed  to  the 
crown  of  Caftile  by  cardinal  Ximenes,  w'ho,  with 
a  fpirit  very  uncommon  in   a  monk,  led  in  perfon 
a  numerous  army  againfl  the  Moors  of  that  coun-       1509* 
try  ;    and,  with  a  generonty  and  m.agnificence  flill 
more  fmgular,   defrayed  the  whole  expence  of  the 
expedition  out  of  his  own  revenues  ^     In  Europe, 
Ferdinand,  under  pretences  no   lefs  frivolous  than 
unjuft,  as  well  as  by  artifices   the  mofl  fhameful 
and    treacherous,    expelled    John    d'Albret,     the 
lawful    fovereign,    from  the  throne  of    Navarre  ;   ^fTal^arr". 
and,   feizing  on  that   kingdom,    extended  the   li- 
mits of  the  Spanifh  monarchy  from  the  Pyrenees 
on  the  one  hand,  to  the  front'.ers   of  Portugal  on 
the  others 

It  was  not,  however,  the  defire  of  ae^errandiz-  Ferdinand 

'  '  ^  ^  00     ^  jealous  of 

me;    the   archduke,    which    influenced    Ferdinand  j?isgrand- 

.       1  .  .  '  P      .  .  fon  Charles, 

in  this,  or  in  any  other  of  his  a6lions.  He  was 
more  apt  to  confider  that  young  prince  as  a  rival, 
who  might  one  day  wreft  out  of  his  hands  the  go- 
vernment of  Caftile,  than  as  a  grand fon,  for 
whofe  intereft  he  was  entrufted  w^ith  the  admini- 
Itration.  This  jealoufy  foon  begot  averfion,  and 
even  hatred,  the  fymptoms  of  which   he  was  at 

*»  Mariana,  lib.  29.  c.  iS. 

^  Mar.  lib.  30.  c.  i  r,  12,  19,  24. 
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no  pains  to  conceal.  Hence  proceeded  his  im» 
moderate  joy  when  his  young  queen  was  delivered 
.  of  a  fon,  whofe  life  would  have  deprived  Charles 
of  the  crowns  of  Aragon,  Naples,  Sicily,  and 
Sardinia ;  and  upon  the  untimely  death  of  that 
prince,  he  difcovered,  for  the  fame  reafon,  an 
exceffive  folicitude  to  have  other  children.  This 
impatience  haltened,  in  all  probability,  the  ac^ 
cellion  of  Charles  to  the  crown  of  Spain.  Ferdi- 
nand, in  order  to  procure  a  bleffmg,  of  which, 
from  his  advanced  a^e,  and  the  intemperance  of 
his  youth,  he  could  have  little  profpect,  had  re^ 
courfe  to  his  phyficians,  and  by  their  prefcription 
,5,3.  took  one  of  thofe  potions,  which  are  fuppofed  to 
add  vigour  to  the  conflitution,  though  they  more 
frequently  prove  fatal  to  it.  This  was  its  efFe6t 
on  a  frame  fo  feeble  and  exhaufled  as  that  of  Fer- 
dinand ;  for  though  he  furvived  a  vicltnt  diforder 
which  it  at  firfl  occafioned,  it  brought  on  fuch 
an  habitual  languor  and  dcjeclion  of  mind,  as 
rendered  him  averfe  from  any  ferious  attention  to 
public  affairs,  and  fond  of  frivolous  amufements, 
on  which  he  had  not  hitherto  bellowed  much 
time  \  Though  he  now  defpaired  of  having  any 
fon  of  his  own,  his  jealoufy  of  the  archduke  did 
not  abate,  nor  could  he  help  viewing  him  with 
that  averfion  which  princes  often  bear  to  their 
EnJeaVo'urs  fucccffors.  In  ordcr  to  gratify  ibis  unnatural 
his^'oJi'i^r  paflion,  he  made  a  will,  appointing  prince  Fer- 
I'avouToV"  dinand,  who  having  been  born  and  educated  in 

Ferdinand.  . 

«•  Zurlta  Annales  de  Arag.  vi.  p.  347.     P.  Mart.  Ep.  531. 

Argenfola  Annales  de  Aragon,  lib.  i.  p.  4. 
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Spain,  was  much  beloved  by  the  Spaniards,  to 
be  regent  of  all  his  kingdoms,  until  the  arrival 
of  the  archduke  his  brother ;  and  by  the  fame  '^*^ 
deed  he  fettled  upon  him  the  grand-maiierfliip  of 
the  three  m.ihtary  orders.  The  former  of  thefe 
grants  might  have  put  it  in  the  power  of  the 
young  prince  to  have  difputed  the  throne  with  his 
brother ;  the  latter  would,  in  any  event,  have  ren- 
dered him  almoft  independant  of  him. 

Ferdinand  retained  to  the  lafl  that  jealous 
love  of  power,  which  was  fo  remarkable  through 
his  whole  life.  Unwilling  even  at  the  approach 
of  death  to  admit  a  thought  of  relinquifhmg  any 
portion  of  his  authority,  he  removed  continually 
£'*om  place  to  place,  in  order  to  fly  from  his  dif- 
temper,  or  to  forget  it.  Though  his  ftrength 
decHned  every  day,  none  of  his  attendants  durfl 
mention  his  condition  ;  nor  would  he  admit  his 
father  confeiTor,  who  thought  fuch  filence  crimi- 
nal and  unchriftian,  into  his  prefence.  At  lafl 
the  danger  became  fo  imminent,  that  it  could  be 
no  longer  concealed.  Ferdinand  received  the 
intimation  with  a  decent  fortitude ;  and  touched, 
perhaps,  with  compunction  at  the  injnitice  which 
he  had  done  his  grandfon,  or  influenced  bv  the 
honed  remonfl:rances  of  Carvajal,  Zapara,  and 
Vargas,  his  mofl  ancient  and  faithful  coun- 
fellors,  who  reprefented  to  him,  that  bv  invert- 
ing prince  Ferdinand  with  the  regency,  he  would 
infallibly  entail  a  civil  war  on  the  tw^o  brothers, 
and    by  befl:owing  on    him   the  grand-mafterfliip 

of 
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B  0^0  K.     of  ^i^Q  military  orders,  would  ftrip  the  crown  of 
^-^■v-*-^  its  noblefl  ornament  and  chief  ftrcngth,  he  con- 
is  pVJfua-     fented  to  alter  his  will  with  refpe6l  to  both  thefe 
S^lt  wuf  particulars.      By  a  new  deed  he  left  Charles  the 
fole    heir  of  all    his    dominions,    and    allotted  to 
prince  Ferdinand,  inilead  of  that  throne  of  which 
he  thought  himfelf  almofl  fecure,    an  inconfider- 
able  eftablifhment  of  fifty  thoufand  ducats  a  year  \ 
and  dies.      He  died  a  few  hours  after  figning  this  will,  on  the 
twenty-third  day  of  January,  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  fixteen. 

Charles,    to   whom  fuch  a  noble  Inheritance 

Education 

of         defcended  by  his  death,  was  near  the  full  as:e  of 

Charles  V, 

fixteen.  He  had  hitherto  refided  in  the  Low- 
Countries,  his  paternal  dominions.  Margaret  of 
Auftria,  his  aunt,  and  Margaret  of  York,  the 
fifler  of  Edward  IV.  of  England,  and  widow  of 
Charles  the  Bold,  two  princelTes  of  great  virtue 
and  abilities,  had  the  care  or  forming  his  early 
youth.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father,  the  Fle- 
mings committed  the  government  of  the  Low- 
Countries  to  his  grand-father,  the  emperor  Maxi- 
milian, with  the  name  rather  than  the  authority 
of  regent  ^  Maximilian  made  choice  of  William 
de  Croy  lord  of  Chievres  to  fuperintend  the  edu- 

^  Mar.  Hlil.  lib.  30.  c.  ul'c.  Zurita  Annales  de  Arag.  vi. 
401.  P.  Mart.  Ep.  565,  566.  Argenlok  Annales  de  Arag. 
lib.  i.  p.  1 1. 

f  Pontius  Heuteriis  Rerum  Auftrlacarum,  lib.  xv.  Lov. 
1649.  lib.  "vii.  c.  2.  p.  i^'5. 
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Cation  of  the  young   prince  his  grandfon^.     That 
nobleman    poffeiTed,    in    an    eminent  degree,    the 
talents    which    fitted    him    for  fuch  an  important 
office,   and  difcharged  the  duties  of  it  with  great 
fideUty.       Under    Chievres,    Adrian    of    Utrecht 
acted     as    preceptor.        This    preferment,    which 
opened  his  vray  to  the   higheft  dignities   an  eccle- 
fiaflic  can  attain,    he    owed  not  to  his  birth,    for 
that  w^as  extremely  mean  ;   nor  to   his  intereft,  for 
he  was   a  ftranger  to   the  arts  of  a  court ;  but  to 
the  opinion  w^hich  his  countrymien  entertained  of 
his  learning.       He    was    indeed  no  inconfiderp.ble 
proficient  in  thofe  frivolous   fciences,  which,  dur- 
ing- 

?  The  French  hjftorians,  upon   the   authority  of  M.  de  BeU 
lay,   Mem.   p.    ii.    have   unanimoufly   aiTerted,  that  Philip,  by 
his  lail  will,  having  appointed  the   king   of  France  to  have  the 
diref^ion  of  his  fon's  education,  Louis  XII.   with  a  difmtereft- 
ednefs    fuitable    to    the    confidence    repofed     in    him,    named 
Chievres    for    that    office.         Even    the  prelident   Hcnaut    has 
adopted  this  opinion.       Abrege   Chron.    A.    D.    1537.       Va- 
rillas,  in  his    ufual    manner,   pretends    to    have     feen     Philip's 
teftament.     Pracl.  de  I'Education  des  Princes,  p.  16.     But  the 
Spanifh,    German,    and    Flemifh    hiftorians    concur  in   contra- 
dicting this  affertion  of  the    French   authors.     It  appears  from 
Heuterus,  a  cotemporary  Flemifh  hillorian  of  great  authority, 
that  Louis  XII.   by  confenting  to  the  mariiage   of  Germaine 
de    Foix   with  Ferdinand,    had  loll    much    of   that  confidence 
which  Philip   once    placed  in   him  ;    that   this  difgull  v/es  in- 
creafed  by  the  French  king's  giving  in   marriage  to  the  count 
of  Angouleme    his    eldefl    daughter,    whom    he  had   formerly 
betrothed  to  Charles;  Heuter.    Rer.  Auflr.  lib.  v.   151.      That 
the  French,   a  fhort  time  before   Phihp's  death,   had  violated 
the  peace    which    fubiifted  between    them    and  the  Flem.ings, 
and  Philip   had  complained  of  this  injury,  and  was    ready  to 
refent  it.       Heuter.  ibid.       All  thefy  circumftances  render  it. 

impro- 
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lug  feveral  centuries,  aflumed  the  name  of  phi- 
lofophy,  and  had  publiflied  a  commentary, 
which  was  highly  efltemed,  upon  The  Book  of 
Sentences^  a  famous  treatife  of  Petrus  Lombard  us, 
confidered  at  that  time  as  the  llandard  fyflem  of 
metaphyfical  theology.  But  whatever  admiration 
thefe  procured  him  in  an  illiterate  age,  it  was 
foon  found  that  a  man  accullomed  to  the  retire- 
ment of  a  college,  unacquainted  with  the  world, 
and  without  any  tincture  of  tafte  or  elegance,  was 
by  no  means  qualilied  for  rendering  fcience  agree- 
able  to   a  young  prince.       Charles,    accordingly, 

improbable  that  Philip,  who  made  his  will  a  few  days  before  he 
died,  Heuter.  p.  152,  fiiould  commit  the  education  of  his  fon 
to  Louis  XII.  In  confirmation  of  thefe  plaufibie  conjectures, 
pofitive  teftimony  can  be  produced.  It  appears  from  Heu- 
terus,  that  Phihp,  when  he  fet  out  for  Spain,  had  entrufted 
Chievres  both  with  the  care  of  his  fork's  education,  and  with 
the  government  of  his  dominions  in  the  Low-Countries. 
Heuter.  lib.  vii.  p.  153.  That  an  attempt  was  made,  foon 
after  Philip's  death,  to  have  the  emperor  Maximilian  ap- 
pointed regent,  during  the  minority  of  his  grandfon;  but 
this  being  oppofed,  Chievres  feems  to  have  continued  to  dif- 
charge  both  the  offices  which  Phihp  had  committed  to  him. 
Heuter.  ibid.  153.  1$^.  That  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1508,  the  Flemings  invited  Maximilian  to  accept  of  the 
regency  ;  to  which  he  confented,  and  appointed  his  daughter 
Margaret,  together  with  a  council  of  Flemings,  to  exereife 
the  fupreme  Authoiity,  when  he  himfeif  ihould,  at  any  time, 
be  abfent.  He  likewife  named  Chievres  as  governor,  and 
Adrian  of  Utrecht  as  preceptor  to  his  fon.  Heut.  ibid.  155. 
j^^.  What  Heuterus  relates  with  refpeft  to  this  matter  is 
confirmed  by  Moringus  in  Vita  Adriani  apud  Analeda  C^fp- 
Burmanni  de  Adriano,  cap.  10;  by  Barlandus  Chronic. 
Brabant,  ibid.  p.  25  ;  and  by  Haraeus  Annal.  Brab.  vol.  ii. 
520,  Sec. 

difcovered 
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difcovered  an  early  averfion  to  learning,  and  an 
exceffive  fondnefs  for  thofe  violent  and  martial 
exercifes,  to  excel  in  which  was  the  chief  pride, 
and  almofl  the  only  fludy  of  perfons  of  rank  in 
that  age.  Chievres  encouraged  this  tafte,  either 
from  a  defire  of  gaining  his  pupil  by  indulgence, 
or  from  too  flight  an  opinion  of  the  advantages  of 
literarv^  accomplifhments  \  He  inflrucled  him, 
however,  with  great  care  in  the  arts  of  govern- 
ment ;  he  made  him  fludy  the  hiftory  not  only  of 
his  own  kingdoms,  but  of  thofe  with  which  they 
were  connected  ;  he  accuftomed  him,  from  the 
time  of  his  alTuming  the  government  of  Flanders 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifteen,  The  firft 
to  attend  to  bufmefs  ;  he  perfuaded  him  to  perufe  h,CcharI<^ 
all  papers  relating  to  public  affairs ;  to  be  prefent 
at  the  deliberations  of  his  privy-counfeilors,  and 
to  propofe  to  them  himfelf  thofe  matters,  con- 
cerning which  he  required  their  opinion'.  From 
fuch  an  education,  Charles  contracted  habits  of 
gravity  and  recolleclion  which  fcarcely  fuited  his 
time  of  life.  The  fn'il  openings  of  his  genius  did 
not  indicate  that  fuperiority  which  its  maturer 
age  difplayed  ''.  He  did  not  difcover  in  his  youth 
the  impetuofity  of  fpirit  which  commonly  ufliers 
in  an  active  and  enterprifmg  manhood.  Nor  did 
his    early    obfequioufnefs     to     Chievres,    and    his 

^  Jovii  Vita  Adrlani,  p.  91.  Struvii  Corpus  Hi!l.  Gerni. 
li.  967.     P.  Heuter.  Rer.  Auftr.  lib.  vli.  c.  3.  p.  157. 

i  Memoires  de  Belby,  8vo.  Par.  1573.  p.  M*  P#  Heiiter. 
lib.  vlli.  c.  I .  p.  184. 

^  P.  Martyr.  Ep.  569.  655. 
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other  favourites,  promife  that  capacious  and  de- 
cifive  judgment,  which  afterwards  directed  the 
affairs  of  one  half  of  Europe.  But  his  fubjects, 
dazzled  with  the  external  accomplifhments  of  a 
graceful  figure  and  manly  addrefs,  and  viewing 
his  character  with  that  partiality  which  is  alwavs 
fhown  to  princes  during  their  youth,  entertained 
fanguine  hopes  of  his  adding  luflre  to  thofe  crowns 
which  defcended  to  him  by  the  death  of  Ferdi- 
nand. 

State  of  Tk£   kiHgdoms  of   Spain,   as   is   evident  from 

qmresi'vi-  the  vicw  whlch  I  havc  given  of  their  political 
mMr^-'  conilitution,  were  at  that  time  in  a  fituation 
which  required  an  adminiflration  no  lefs  vigorous 
than  prudent.  Tlie  feudal  inflitutions,  which 
had  been  introduced  into  all  its  different  pro- 
vinces by  the  Goths,  the  Suevi,  and  the  Vandals, 
fubfifled  in  great  force.  The  nobles,  who  were 
powerful  and  warlike,  had  long  poffeffed  all  the 
exorbitant  privileges  which  thefe  inflitutions 
vefl:ed  in  their  order.  The  cities  in  Spain  were 
more  numerous  and  m^ore  confiderable,  than  the 
genius  of  feudal  government,  naturally  unfavour- 
able to  commerce  and  to  regular  police,  feemed 
to  admit.  The  perfonal  rights,  and  political  in- 
fluence v^hlch  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  cities  had 
acquired,  were  extenfive.  The  royal  prerogative, 
circumfcribed  by  the  privileges  of  the  nobility, 
and  by  the  pretenfions  of  the  people,  was  conhned 
within  Very  narrow  limits.  Under  fuch  a  form 
of  governmerit,     the   piinciplcs    of  difcord   were 

t4  manyj 
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many;  the  bond  of  union  was  extremely  feeble  ; 
and  Spain  felt  not  only  all  the  inconveniencies 
occafioned  by  the  defects  in  the  feudal  fyftem, 
but  was  expofed  to  diforders  arifing  from  the  pe- 
culiarities in  its  own  conflitution. 

During  the  long  adminiflration  of  Ferdinand, 
no  internal  commotion,  it  is  true,  had  arifen  in 
Spain.  His  fuperior  abilities  had  enabled  him  to 
reftrain  the  turbulence  of  the  nobles,  and  to  mo- 
derate the  jealoufy  of  the  commons.  By  the  wif- 
dom  of  his  domeftic  government,  by  the  fagacity 
with  which  he  conduced  his  foreign  operations,  and 
by  the  high  opinion  that  his  fubje£ls  entertained 
of  both,  he  had  prefer\'ed  among  them  a  degree 
of  tranquillity,  greater  than  was  natural  to  a  con- 
flitution, in  which  the  feeds  of  difcord  and  dif- 
order  were  {o  copioufly  mingled.  But,  by  the 
death  of  Ferdinand,  thefe  reftraints  were  at  onc^ 
withdrawn ;  and  faction  and  difcontent,  frcm 
being  long  reprelTed,  were  ready  to  break  gut  with 
fiercer  animofity. 

In  order  to  prevent  thefe  evils,  Ferdinand  had   Ferdinand 
in  his  lad  will  talcen  a  moft  prudent  precaution,   pom^cfd 
by    appointing    cardinal    Ximenes,     archbifhop    of  ximTnes 
Toledo,    to  be   fole  regent   cf  Caftile,    until  the   '^^^"^* 
arrival  of  his  grandfcn  in   Spain.      The  fingular 
character  of  this  man,  and  the  extraordinary  qua- 
lities  which  marked   him   out   for    that   office  at 
fuch    a  jundure,    merit    a    particular    defcription. 
He  was  defcended  of   an  honourable,   not  of  a   Hisrireand 

chsradttr. 
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wealthy   family;      and   the    circumflances   of  his 
parents,   as   well  as  his   own  inclinations,    having 
determined  him  to  enter  into  the  church,  he  early 
obtained     benefices    of    great   value,   and    which 
placed  him  in  the  way  of  the  highefl  preferment. 
All  thefe,  however,  he  renounced  at  once  ;    and 
after  undergoing  a  very  fevere  noviciate,  alTumed 
the  habit  of  St.  Francis  in  a  monaflery  of  Obfer- 
vantine  friars,   one  of  the  mod  rigid  orders  in  the 
Romifh  church.      There  he  foon  became  eminent 
for  his   uncommon  auflerity  of  manners,  and  for 
thofe  exceifes  of  fuperflitious  devotion,  which  are 
the    proper   characleriflics    of    the    monadic    life. 
But  notwithdanding  thefe  extravagances,   to  which 
weak    and   enthufiadic   minds   alone   are   ufually 
prone,    his    underdanding,    naturally   penetrating 
and    deciiive,     retained   its    full   vigour,    and    ac- 
quired him  fuch  great  authority  in  his  own  order, 
as  raifed  him  to  be  their  provincial.      His  repu- 
tation  for  fanclity  foon  procured  him   the  office 
of  father-confedbr   to    Queen  Ifabella,   which  he 
accepted  with  the  utmod   reluctance.       He   pre- 
ferred in  a  court  the  fame  auderity  of  manners 
which  had  didinguidied  him  in  the  cloider.     He 
continued  to  make  all  his  journies  on  foot ;    he 
fubfided  only  upon  alms ;    his    a^ls  of  mortifica- 
tion were  as  fevere  as  ever,  and  his  penances  as 
ris:orous.     Ifabella,  pleafed  wdth  her  choice,   con- 
ferred  on  him  not   long  s^fter,    the  archbiihopric  ' 
of    Toledo,    which,    next  to  the  papacy,  is  the 
riched    dignity  in  the   church   of   Rome.       This 
honour  he  declined  with  a  firmnefs,   which  no- 

5  t  thing 
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thing  but  the  authoritative  injuncllon  of  the  pope  book 
was  able  to  overcome.  Nor  did  this  height  of  v^-^.l-.^^ 
promotion  change  his  manners.  Though  obliged  ^s^^* 
to  difplay  in  pubHc  that  magnificence  which  be- 
came his  flation,  he  himfelf  retained  his  monadic 
feverity.  Under  his  pontifical  robes  he  con- 
llantly  wore  the  coarfe  frock  of  St.  Francis,  the 
rents  in  which  he  ufed  to  patch  with  his  own 
hands.  He  at  no  time  ufed  Hnen  ;  but  was  com- 
monly clad  in  hair  cloth.  He  flept  always  in  his 
habit,  moll  frequently  on  the  ground,  or  on 
boards ;  rarely  in  a  bed.  He  did  not  tafle  any  of 
the  delicacies  which  appeared  at  his  table,  but 
fatisfied  himfelf  with  that  fimple  diet  which  the 
rule  of  his  order  prefcribed '.  Notwithftanding 
thefe  peculiarities,  fo  oppofite  to  the  manners  of 
the  world,  he  poilcfTed  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
its  affairs ;  and  no  fooner  was  he  called  by  his 
fladon,  and  by  the  high  opinion  which  Ferdinand 
and  Ifabella  entertained  of  him,  t©  take  a  princi- 
pal fhare  in  the  adminiflration,  than  he  difplaved 
talents  for  bufmefs,  which  rendered  the  fame  of 
his  wdfdom  equal  to  that  of  his  fanclity.  His  po- 
litical conduct,  remarkable  for  the  boldnefs  ?.nd 
originality  of  all  his  plans,  flowed  from  his  real 
characler,  and  partook  both  of  its  virtues  and  its 
defects.  His  extcnfive  genius  fuggefled  to  him 
fchemes  vaft  and  magnificent.  Confcious  of  the 
integrity  of  his  intentions,  he  purfued  thefe  with 

^  Hifloire  de  I'adminiilration  du  Card.  Ximen.  par  Mich.  Bau- 
dier,  410.  1635.  p.  13. 
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BOOK  unremitting  and  undaunted  firmnefs.  Accuflomed 
^  .J  ,,_,,  from  his  early  youth  to  mortify  his  own  paflions, 
*5i6.  he  fhewed  little  indulgence  toward  thofe  of  other 
men.  Taught  by  his  fyftem  of  religion  to  check 
even  his  mofl  innocent  defn-es,  he  was  the  enemy 
of  every  thing  to  which  he  could  afEx  the  name  of 
elegance  or  pleafure.  Though  free  from  any  fuf- 
picion  of  cruelty,  he  difcovered  in  all  his  commerce 
with  the  world  a  fevere  inflexibility  of  mind,  and 
auflerity  of  character,  peculiar  to  the  monadic  pro- 
feffion,  and  which  can  hardly  be  conceived  in  a 
country  where  that  is  unknown. 

Cardinal  SucH  was  the  man  to  whom  Ferdinand  com- 

poin'rcd  '^  mitted  the  regency  of  Caflile ;  and  though  Xi- 
Chadei!^  mcues  was  then  near  fourfcore,  and  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  the  labour  and  difficulty  of  the 
office,  his  natural  intrepidity  of  mind,  and  zeal 
for  the  public  good,  prompted  him  to  accept  of 
it  without  hefitation.  Adrian  of  Utrecht,  who 
had  been  fent  into  Spain  a  few  months  before 
the  death  of  Ferdinand,  produced  full  powers 
from  the  archduke  to  aflume  the  name  and  au- 
thority of  regent,  upon  the  demife  of  his  grand- 
father ;  but  fuch  was  the  averfion  of  the  Spaniards 
to  the  government  of  a  ilranger,  and  fo  un- 
equal the  abihdes  of  the  two  competitors,  that 
Adrian's  claim  would  at  once  have  been  rejected, 
if  Ximenes  himfelf,  from  complaifance  to  his  new 
mafler,  had  not  confented  to  acknowledge  him  as 
regent,  and  to  carry  on  the  government  in  con- 
junftion   with   him.      By  this,   however,  Adrian 

acquired 
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acquired   a   dignity   merely   nominal.      Ximenes,   BOOK 
though  he  treated  him  with  great  decency,  and   .    - -„^ 
even  refpecl,  retained  the  whole  power  in  his  own   ^,.^->^^" 

^  *•  XimeHes 

hands"'.  obtains  the 

fo!e  direc- 
tion of 

The   cardinal's    firft    care   was   to   obferve  the  Hirprecau- 
motions  ot  the  infant  Don  Ferdinand,  w^ho,  having  [h°e°-n7a^^'"^ 
been  flattered  with  fo  near  a  profpecl  of  fupreme  D"*^Feidi- 
powder,  bore  the  difappointment  of  his  hopes  with 
greater  impatience  than  a  prince  at  a  period  of  life 
fo  early  could  have  been  fuppofed  to  feel.    Ximenes, 
under  pretence  of  providing  more  effeclually  for  his 
fafety,  removed  him  from  Guadaloupe,  the  place 
in  which  he  had  been  educated,  to  Madrid,  where 
he  fixed  the  refidence  of  the  court.     There  he  was 
under  the  cardinal's  own  eye,  and  his  conducl,  with 
that  of  his  domeilics,  was  w^atched  with  the  utmoil 
attention^ 

The  firfl:  intelligence  he  received  from  the 
Low- Countries  gave  greater  difquiet  to  the  car- 
dinal, and  convinced  him  how  difficult  a  tafk  it 
would  be  to  conduct  the  affairs  of  an  unexpe- 
rienced prince,  under  the  influence  of  counfellors 
anacquainred  with  the  laws  and  manners  of  Spain. 
No  fooner  did  the  account  of  Ferdmand's  death  chaiies 
reach  Brufl'els,  than  Charles,  by  the  advice  of  his  f.^eT  '^^^ 
Flemifli  miniflers,   refolved  to  afl^'ume  the  title  of  ^'"^' 

™  Gometius  de  reb.  geft.  Xlmenii,  p.  150.  fol.  Compl.  1569. 

"  Miniana  Contln.  Marianae,  lib.  i.  c.  2.  Baudier,  Hift   de 
Ximenes,  p.  iiS. 
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BOOK  king.  By  the  laws  of  Spain,  the  fole  right  to  the 
^  '  ,  crowns,  both  of  Caftile  and  of  Aragon,  belonged 
ii»6.  to  Joanna ;  and,  though  her  infirmities  difquall- 
fied  her  from  governing,  this  incapacity  had  not 
been  declared  by  any  public  a(5l  of  the  Cortes 
in  either  kingdom  ;  fo  that  the  Spaniards  con- 
fidered  this  refolution,  not  only  as  a  dired 
violation  of  their  privileges,  but  as  an  unnatural 
ufurpation  in  a  fon  on  the  prerogatives  of  a  mo- 
ther, towards  whom,  in  her  prefent  unhappy  fitu- 
ation,  he  manifefted  a  lefs  dehcate  regard  than 
her  fubjecls  had  always  expreifed".  The  Flemifh 
court,  however,  having  prevailed  both  on  the  pope 
and  on  the  emperor  to  addrefs  letters  to  Charles 
as  king  of  Caftile  ;  the  former  of  whom,  it  was 
pretended,  had  a  right  as  head  of  the  church,  and 
the  latter,  as  head  of  the  empire,  to  confer  this 
title  ;  inflrudions  were  fent  to  Ximenes,  to  prevail 
on  the  Spaniards  to  acknowledge  it.  Ximenes, 
though  he  had  earneftly  remonflrated  againft  the 
meafure,  as  no  lefs  unpopular  than  unnecelfary, 
refolved  to  exert  all  his  authority  and  credit  in 
carrying  it  into  execution,  and  immediately  afiem- 
bled  fuch  of  the  nobles  as  were  then  at  court. 
What  Charles  required  was  laid  before  them  ;  and 
when,  inflead  of  complying  with  his  demands, 
they  began  to  murmur  againfl  fuch  an  unpre- 
cedented encroachment  on  their  privileges,  and 
to  talk  high  of  the  rights  of  Joanna,  and  their 
oath  of  alledance  to   her,  Ximenes  haftily  inter- 

^  p.  Mait.  Ep.  568. 
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pofed,  and  with  that  firm  and  decifive  tone  which   B  o  o  K 
was    natural  to    him,   told  them,    that    they  were   ^^_^_^ 
not  called  now   to  deliberate,   but   to  obey:    that   „  ^^'i^-  , 
their  fovereien  did  not   apply  to   them  for  advice,   tnrough  tiie 
but  expecled  lubmifiion  ;    and   "  this  day      added  x.mencs, 
he,  ''  Charles  fhall  be  procl'dimed  king  of  Caflile     ^''  ^^' 
in  Madrid ;   and  the  reft  of  the  cities,  1  doubt  not, 
will  follow^  its  example.'*     On   the   fpot  he  gave 
orders  for  that  purpofe*' ;  and,  notwithilanding  the 
novelty  of  the  practice,   and  the  fecret  difcontents 
of  many  perfons  of  diftinction,  Charles's  title  was 
univerfally  recognized.       In   Aragon,    where    the 
privileges  of  the  fubject  were  more  extenfive,   and 
the  abilities,  as  well  as  authority,  of  the  archbifhop 
of  SaragolTa,    whom  Ferdinand  had  appointed  re- 
gent, were  far  inferior  to  thofe  of  Ximenes,    the 
fame  obfequioufnefs   to  the  will  of  Charles  did  not 
appear,  nor  was  he  acknowledged  there  under  any 
other  character  but  that  of  prince,  until  his  arrival 
in  Spain'^. 

Ximenes,  though   pofleiTed    only   of  delegated   H'sfchemes 
power,  which,  from  his  advanced  age,   he  could  ['/.^hrpfj- 
not  expect  to  enjoy  long,   aifumed,  together  with  '^s^^^^^* 
the  character  of  regent,   all  the  ideas  natural  to  a 
monarch,   and   adopted  fchemes  for  extending  the 
regal  authority,    which   he  purfued  with  as  much 
intrepidity  and  ardour,   as  if  he  himfelf  had  been 

P  Gometius,  p.  152.  &c.     Baudier,  Hid.  de  Ximen.  p.  121. 
q  P.  Mart.  Ep.  572. 
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BOOK    to  reap  the  advantages  refultlng  from  their  fuccefs. 

^^.^^.^^  The  exorbitant  privileges  of  the  Caflilian  nobles 
^516.  circumfcribed  the  prerogative  of  the  prince  within 
very  narrow  limits.  Thefe  privileges  the  cardinal 
confidered  as  fo  many  unjufl  extortions  from  the 
crow^n,  and  determined  to  abridge  them.  Dange- 
rous as  the  attempt  was,  there  were  circumilances 
in  his  fituation  which  promifed  him  greater  fuccefs 
than  any  king  of  Caflile  could  have  expected.  The 
ftricl  and  prudent  ceconomy  of  his  archiepifcopal 
revenues,  furnifhed  him  with  more  ready  money 
than  the  crown  could  at  any  time  command  :  the 
fandity  of  his  manners,  his  charity  and  munificence, 
Tendered  him  the  idol  of  the  people ;  and  the  no- 
bles themfclves,  not  fufpeding  any  danger  from  him, 
did  not  obferve  his  motions  with  the  fame  jealous 
attention,  as  they  would  have  watched  thofe  of  one 
of  their  monarchs. 

BydeprefT-  IMMEDIATELY  upon  liis  accelTion  to  the  regency, 
n'cfbiiiiy.  feveral  of  the  nobles,  fancying  that  the  reins  of 
government  would  of  confequence  be  fomewhat 
relaxed,  began  to  aflemble  their  vafTals,  and  to 
profecute,  by  force  of  arms,  private  quarrels  and 
pretenfions,  which  the  authority  of  Ferdinand  had 
obliged  them  to  diffemble,  or  to  relinquifh.  But 
Ximenes,  who  had  taken  into  pay  a  good  body 
of  troops,  oppofed  and  defeated  all  their  defigns 
with  unexpected  vigour  and  facility  ;  and  though 
he  did  not  treat  the  authors  of  thefe  diforders  with 
any  cruelty,   he  forced  them  to  acts  of  fubmiffion, 

extremely 
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extremely  mortifying  to  the  haughty  fpirit  of  Caf-  BOOK 

tilian  grandees.  v.i*-^'-^^ 

1516 

But  while  the  cardinal's  attacks  were  confined  ^l  ^°^^[^z 

a  body  of 

to  individuals,   and  every  a6l  of  rigour  was  iufli-  'ro'^ps  de- 

r  rr  r  T     ^  pending  en 

fied  by  the  appearance  or  necemty,  rounded  on  ihe  crown. 
the  forms  of  juflice,  and  tempered  with  a  mix- 
ture of  lenity,  there  was  fcarcely  room  for  jea- 
ioufv  or  complaint.  It  was  not  fo  with  his  next 
meafure,  which,  by  flriking  at  a  privilege  elTen- 
tial  to  the  nobility,  gave  a  general  alarm  to  the 
whole  order.  By  the  feudal  conflitution,  the 
military  power  was  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
nobles,  and  men  of  an  inferior  condition  were 
called  into  the  field  only  as  their  vaffals,  and  to 
follow  their  banners.  A  king,  with  fcanty  re- 
venues, and  a  limited  prerogative,  depended  on 
thefe  potent  barons  in  all  his  operations.  It  was 
with  their  forces  he  attacked  his  enemies,  and 
with  them  he  defended  his  kingdom.  While  at 
the  head  of  troops  attached  warmly  to  their  own 
immediate  lords,  and  accuflomed  to  obey  no  other 
commands,  his  authority  was  precarious,  and 
his  efforts  feeble.  From  this  ftate  Ximenes  re- 
folved  to  dehver  the  crown ;  and  as  mercenary 
(landing  armies  were  unknown  under  the  feudal 
government,  and  would  have  been  odious  to  a 
martial  and  generous  people,  he  iffued  a  pro- 
clamation, commanding  every  city  in  Caftile  to 
enrol  a  certain  number  of  its  burgefles,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  trained  to  the  ufe  of  arms  on 
Sundays  and  holidays  ;   he  engaged  to  provide  of- 

D  4  ficers 
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BOOK    ficers  to  command   them  at  the  public  expence ; 

J. « 

and,  as  an  encouragement  to  the  private  men, 
promifed  them  an  exemption  from  all  taxes  and 
impofitions.  The  frequent  incurfions  oF  the 
Moors  from  Africa,  and  the  neceflity  of  having 
fome  force  always  ready  to  oppofe  them,  furr.iflied 
a  plaufible  pretence  for  this  innovation.  The  ob- 
ject really  in  view  was  to  fecure  the  king  a  Nr.dy 
of  troops  independent  of  his  barons,  and  which 
might  ferve  to  counterbalance  their  power  .  Tne 
nobles  were  not  flow  in  perceiving  what  was  nis 
intention,  and  faw  how  effe6luallv  the  fcherne 
which  he  had  adopted  would  accomplifh  his  end ; 
but  as  a  meafure  v\'hich  had  rhe  pious  appearance 
of  refifling  the  progrefs  of  the  infidels  was  ex- 
tremely popular,  and  as  any  oppofition  to  it,  arifmg 
from  their  order  alone,  would  have  been  imputed 
wholly  to  interefled  motives,  they  endeavoured  to 
excite  the  cities  themfelves  to  refufe  obedience, 
and  to  inveigh  againfl  the  proclamation  as  in- 
confident  with  their  charters  and  privileges.  In 
confequcnce  of  their  inftigations,  Burgos,  Valla- 
dolid,  and  feveral  other  cities,  rofe  in  open  mu- 
tiny. Some  of  the  grandees  declared  themfelves 
their  protectors.  Violent  remonftrances  were 
prefented  to  the  king  His  Flemifh  counfellors 
were  alarmed.  Ximenes  alone  continued  firm 
and  undaunted ;  and  partly  by  terror,  partly  by 
intreaty ;  by  force  in  fome  inflances,  and  by  for- 
bearance in  others  ;  he  prevailed  on  all  the  re- 

'  Minianx  Continuatio  Marianae,  fol.  Hag.  1733.  p.  3. 
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fra£lory   cities   to    comply'     During   his    admini- 
ftration,    he   continued   to   execute  his   plan  with 
vigour;   but  foon  after  his   death  it  was  entirely      ^^^^* 
dropped. 

His  fuccefs  in  this  fcheme  for  reducing  the  Byrccaiiwg 
exorbitant  power  or  the  nobility,  encouraged  him  of  former 
to  attempt  a  diminution  of  their  pofleilions,  which  ihcnobiiuj. 
were  no  lefs  exorbitant.  During  the  contefls  and 
diibrders  infeparable  from  the  feudal  government, 
the  nobles,  ever  attentive  to  their  own  intereft, 
and  taking  advantage  of  the  weaknefs  or  diflrefs 
of  their  monarchs,  had  feized  fome  parts  of  the 
royal  demefnes,  obtained  grants  of  others,  and 
having  gradually  wrefled  almofl  the  whole  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  pnnce,  had  annexed  them  to 
their  own  eflates.  The  titles,  by  which  mod  of 
the  grandees  held  thefe  lands,  were  extremely 
defective  ;  it  was  from  fome  fuccefsful  ufurpation 
which  the  crown  had  been  too  feeble  to  difpute, 
that  many  derived  their  only  claim  to  pofTeffion. 
An  enquiry  carried  back  to  the  origin  of  thefe 
encroachments,  which  were  almofl  coeval  with 
the  feudal  fyflem,  was  impracticable ;  and  as  it 
would  have  flripped  every  nobleman  in  Spain  of 
great  part  of  his  lands,  it  mufl  have  excited  a 
general  revolt.  Such  a  flep  was  too  bold,  even 
for  the  enterprifmg  genius  of  Ximenes.  He 
confmed  himfelt  to  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  ;  and 
beginning  with  the  penfions  granted  during  that 

•  P.  Mart.  Ep.  556.  &c.     Gometiusj  p.  160,  Sec. 
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B  0  0  K  time,  refufed  to  make  any  farther  payment,  becaufe 
v.^^-v^*^  all  right  to  them  expired  with  his  Hfe.  He  then 
151 6,  called  to  account  fuch  as  had  acquired  crown  lands 
under  the  adminiilration  or  that  monarch,  and  at 
once  refumed  whatever  he  had  alienated.  The 
effects  of  thefe  revocations  extended  to  many  per- 
fons  of  high  rank ;  for  though  Ferdinand  was  a 
prince  of  little  generofity,  yet  he  and  Ifabella 
having  been  raifed  to  the  throne  of  Caflile  by  a 
powerful  faction  of  the  nobles,  they  were  obliged 
to  reward  the  zeal  of  their  adherents  with  great 
liberality^  and  the  royal  demefnes  were  their  only 
fund  for  that  purpofe.  The  addition  made  to 
the  revenue  of  the  crown  by  thefe  revocations, 
together  with  his  ov/n  frugal  oeconomy,  enabled 
Ximenes  not  only  to  difcharge  all  the  debts  which 
Ferdinand  had  left,  and  to  remit  confiderable  fums 
to  Flanders,  but  to  pay  the  officers  of  his  new 
militia,  and  to  eftablilli  magazines  not  only  more 
numerous,  but  better  furnifhed  with  artillery,  arms, 
and  warlike  (lores,  than  Spain  had  ever  poifeifed 
in  any  former  age\  The  prudent  and  difmtereiled 
application  of  thefe  fums,  was  a  full  apology  to 
the  people  for  the  rigour  with  which  they  were 
exaded. 


Thenobiej        The   noblcs,  alarmed  at  thefe  repeated  attacks, 

mSwes';     began   to   think  of  precautions  for  the    fafety  of 

their    order.      Many    cabals    Vv'ere   formed,     loud 

complaints    were    uttered,     and    defperare   refolu- 

*  FlechierVie  de  Ximen.  ii.  600. 
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tions  taken  ;  but  before  they  proceeded  to  extre-  book 
mities,  they  appomted  fonie  of  then-  number  to  .  _  '_  ^ 
examine  the  powers  in  confequence  of  which  the  ^5i^« 
cardinal  exercifed  acts  of  fuch  high  authority. 
The  admiral  of  Cadile,  the  duke  de  Infantado, 
and  the  Conde  de  Benevento,  grandees  of  the 
firft  rank,  were  entrufted  with  this  commiflion. 
Ximenes  received  them  with  cold  civility,  and  in 
anfwer  to  their  demand,  produced  the  teflament 
of  Ferdinand  by  which  he  was  appointed  regent, 
together  with  the  ratification  of  that  deed  by 
Charles.  To  both  thefe  they  objecLcd  j  and  he 
endeavoured  to  ellabliHr  their  validity.  As  the 
converfation  grew  warm,  he  led  them  infenfibly 
towards  a  balcony,  from  which  they  had  a  view  of  but  without 
a  large  body  of  troops  under  arms,  and  of  a  for-  ^^"^^'• 
midable  train  of  artillery.  "  Behold,"  fays  he, 
pointing  to  thefe  and  raifmg  his  voice,  "  the 
powers  which  I  have  received  from  his  Catholic 
majefly.  With  thefe  I  govern  Caflile  ;  and  with 
thefe  I  will  govern  it,  until  the  king,  your  mafler 
and  mine,  takes  poffefTion  of  his  kingdom\"  A 
declaration  fo  bold  and  haughty,  filenced  them, 
and  aftonillied  their  aiTociates.  To  take  arms  againll 
a  man  aware  of  his  danger,  and  prepared  for  his 
defence,  was  what  defpair  alone  would  dictate. 
All  thoughts  of  a  general  confederacy  againft  the 
cardinal's  adminiftration  were  laid  afide ;  and, 
except  from  fom.e  flight  commotions,  excited  by 
the   private   refentment    of    particular   noblemen, 

"  Flech.  ii   55 J.     Ferreras,  Hid.  viii.  45,5. 
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die   tranquillity   of  Caflile   fufFered   no   interrupt 
_    lion. 

75*6. 

Tiwjrted  ^^  ^^'^^  ^^^  °^^y  f^om  the  oppofition  of  the 
by  Charles's  Spanlfli  nobilitv  that  obitacles  arofe  to  the  exe- 
mmiiters.  cution  of  the  Cardinal's  fchemes ;  he  had  a  con- 
flant  ftruggle  to  maintain  with  the  Flemifh  mini- 
flers,  who,  prefuming  upon  their  favour  with 
the  young  king,  aimed  at  directing  the  affairs  of 
Spain,  as  well  as  thofe  of  their  own  country. 
Jealous  of  the  great  abilities  and  independent  fpi- 
rit  of  Ximenes,  they  confidered  him  rather  as  a 
rival  who  might  circumfcribe  their  power,  than 
as  a  minifter,  who  by  his  prudence  and  vigour  was 
adding  to  the  grandeur  and  authority  of  their 
mailer.  Every  complaint  againft  his  adminiflra- 
tion  was  liflened  to  with  pleafure  by  the  courtiers 
in  the  Low-Countries.  Unnecelfary  obflruclions 
were  thrown  by  their  means  in  the  way  of  all  his 
meafures ;  and  though  they  could  not,  either  with 
decency  or  fafety,  deprive  him  of  the  office  of 
regent,  they  endeavoured  to  leffen  his  authority 
by  dividing  it.  They  foon  difcovered  that  Adrian 
of  Utrecht,  already  joined  with  him  in  office,  had 
neither  genius  nor  fpirit  fufficient  to  give  the  leafl 
An  addi-  check  to  his  proceedings ;  and  therefore  Charles, 
hty'lf^txT'  by  their  advice,  added  to  the  commilTion  of  re- 
pdnteZ"  gency  La  Chau,  a  Flemifh  gentleman,  and  after- 
wards Amerftorf,  a  nobleman  of  Holland ;  the 
former  diflinguifhed  for  his  addrefs,  the  latter  for 
his  firmnefs.  Ximenes,  though  no  ftranger  to  the 
malevolent  intention  of  the  Flemifh  courtiers,  re- 

f2  dceive 
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ceived  theFe  new  aflociates  with  all  the  external  BOOK 
marks   of  diflindlion   due  to  the  office  with  which    v._^^^Z^^ 
they  were  fnvefled  ;  but  when  they  came  to  enter      15 1 6. 
upon  bufmefs,   he  abated  nothing   of  that  air  of 
fuperiority  with  which  he  had  treated  Adrian,  and 
ftill  retained   the  fole   direction  of  affairs.      The  ximenes 
Spaniards,   more  averfe,   perhaps,   than  any  other   direaionof 
people,  to  the  government  of  flrangers,  approved  '''•^'*"'-* 
of  all    his   efforts    to    preferve    his    own   autho- 
rity.    Even  the  nobles,  influenced  by  this  national 
paffion,    and   forgetting   their  jealoufies    and   dif- 
contents,    chofe  rather  to  fee  the  fupreme  power 
in  the  hands  of  one  of  their  countrymen,  whom 
they  feared,  than  in  thofe  of  foreigners,  whom  they 
hated. 

Ximenes,  though  engaged  infuch  great  fchemes  Hisfucctir- 
of  domeftic  policy,  and  embarraffed  by  the  arti-  sJ^^a-z, 
fices  and  intrigues  of  the  Flemifn  minifters,  had  the 
burden  of  two  foreign  wars  to  fupport.  The  one 
was  in  Navarre,  which  v/as  invaded  bv  its  unfor- 
tunate  monarch,  John  d'Albret.  The  death  of 
Ferdinand,  the  abfence  of  Charles,  the  difcord  and 
difaffeftion  which  reigned  among  the  Spanifh  no- 
bles, feemed  to  prefent  him  with  a  favourable  op- 
portunity of  recovering  his  dominions.  The  car- 
dinal's vigilance,  however,  defeated  a  meafure  fo 
well  concerted.  As  he  forefaw  the  danger  to 
which  that  kingdom  might  be  expofed,  one  of  his 
hrfl  a£ls  of  adminiftration  was  to  order  thither  a 
confiderable  body  of  troops.  While  the  king  was 
employed  with  one  part  of  his  army  in  the  fiege 

of 
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oF  St.  Jean  Pied  en  Port,  Villalva,  an  officer  of 
great  experience  and  courage,  attacked  the  other 
15 16.  by  furpnfe,  axid  cut  it  to  pieces.  The  king  in- 
flantiy  retreated  with  precipitation,  and  an  end  was 
put  to  the  war".  But  as  Navarre  was  filled  at  that 
time  with  towns  and  caflles  flightly  fortified,  and 
weakly  garrifoned,  which,  being  unable  to  refifl 
an  enemy,  ferved  only  to  furnifh  him  with  places  of 
retreat ;  Ximenes,  always  bold  and  decifive  in  his 
meafures,  ordered  every  one  of  thefe  to  be  dif- 
mantled,  except  Pampeluna,  the  fortifications  of 
which  he  propofed  to  render  very  ftrong.  To  this 
uncommon  precaution  Spain  owes  the  pofTeflion  of 
Navarre.  The  French,  fmce  that  period,  have 
often  entered,  and  have  as  often  over-run  the  open 
country  ;  while  they  were  expofed  to  all  the  in- 
conveniences attending  an  invading  army,  the 
Spaniards  have  eafily  drawn  troops  from  the  neigh- 
bouring provinces  to  oppofe  them ;  and  the  French 
having  no  place  of  any  flrength  to  which  they 
could  retire,  have  been  obliged  repeatedly  to  aban- 
don their  conquefl  with  as  much  rapidity  as  they 
gained  it. 


His  opcin.        The  other  war  which  he  carried  on  in  Africa, 

Africa"iefs    ^g^ii^^  the  famous  adventurer  Horuc  BarbarofTa, 

fortunate,      "v^rho,  from  a  private  corfair,   raifed  himfelf,  by  his 

fmgular  valour  and  addrefs,  to   be  king  of  Algiers 

and  Tunis,   was  far  from   being  equally  fuccefsful. 

The  ill  condud  of  the  Spanifh  general,   and  the 

*-  P.  Mart.  Ep.  570. 
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rafli   valour    of  his    troops,   prefented   Barbarofla    Book 
with    an  eafy   vidory.      Many    perifhed     in     the  v^^->^l^^^ 
battle,    more  in  the  retreat,     and   the  remainder      ^i'^- 
returned  into    Spain  covered  with  infamy.      The 
magnanimity,   however,   \^ich  which   the  cardinal 
bore  this  difgrace,   the   only  one   he  experienced 
during   his  adminiflration,  added  new  lullre  to  his 
character ^       Great   compofure   of  temper   under 
a  difappointment,  was  not  expe<fted  from  a  man 
fo    remarkable   for  the  eagernefs    and  impatience 
with  which  he  urged  on  the  execution  of  all  his 
fchemes. 

This   difafler   was  foon    forgotten  ;    while  •  the  Corruption 

of  the 

conduct  of  the  Flemifii  court  proved  the  caufe  of  Ficmini 
conflant  uneafmefs,  not  only  to  the  cardinal,  but  particiiarV 
to  the  whole  Spanilh  nation.  AH  the  great  quali- 
ties of  Chievres,  the  prime  minifter  and  favourite 
of  the  young  king,  were  fullied  with  an  ignoble 
and  fordid  avarice.  The  accefTion  of  his  mailer  to 
the  crown  of  Spain,  opened  a  new  and  copious 
fource  for  the  gratification  of  this  palTion.  During 
the  time  of  Charles's  refidence  in  Flanders,  the 
whole  tribe  of  pretenders  to  offices  or  to  favour  re- 
forted  thither.  They  foon  difcovered  that,  without 
the  patronage  of  Chievres,  it  was  vain  to  hope  for 
preferment ;  nor  did  they  want  fagacity  to  find 
out  the  proper  method  of  fecuring  his  protection. 
Great  fums  of  money  were  drawn  out  of  Spain. 
Every  thing  was  venal,  and  difpofed  of  to  the  highefl 

y  Gometius,  lib.  vi.  p.  179. 
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BOOK  bidder.  After  the  example  of  Chievres,  the  infe- 
v^-v-^*^  rior  Flemilli  minifters  engaged  m  this  traffic,  which 
^•5^^*  became  as  general  and  avowed,  as  it  was  infamous''. 
The  Spaniards  were  filled  with  rage  when  they 
beheld  offices  of  great  importance  to  the  welfare  of 
their  country,  fet  to  fale  by  ftrangers,  unconcerned 
for  its  honour  or  its  happinefs.  Ximenes,  difmte- 
refled  in  his  whole  adminiftration,  and  a  flranger, 
from  his  native  grandeur  of  mind,  to  the  paffion 
of  avarice,  inveighed  with  the  utmofl  boldnefs 
againfl  the  venality  of  the  Flemings.  He  repre- 
fented  to  the  king,  in  (Irong  terms,  the  murmurs 
and  indignation  which  their  behaviour  excited 
among  a  free  and  high-fpirited  people,  and  be- 
fought  him  to  fet  out  without  lofs  of  time  for 
Spain,  that,  by  his  prefence,  he  might  difHpate 
the  clouds  which  were  gathering  all  over  the 
kingdom  ^ 

Charles  Charles  was  fully  fenfible   that   he    had  de- 

fy xim*enes  layed  too  long  to  take  poifcffion  of  his  dominions 
in  Spain.  Powerful  obflacles,  however,  flood 
in  his  wav,  and  detained  him  in  the  Low-Coun- 
tries.  The  war  which  the  league  of  Cambray 
had  kindled  in  Italy,  flill  fubfifted ;  though, 
during  its  courfe,  the  armies  of  all  the  parties 
engaged  in  it  had  changed  their  deilination  and 
their  objects.  France  was  now  in  alliance  with 
Venice,  which  it  had  at  firil  combined  to  dcflroy. 

*  Miniana,  Contin.  I.  i.  c.  2.  ^  P.  Mart.  Ep.  576. 
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Maximilian   and    Ferdinand    had  for  -fome   years     ^ook. 
carried   on   hoflilities   againfl:  France,   their  origi-    '— -v'-^-J 
nal  ally,  to  the  valour  of  whofe  troops  the  confede-       '^^^' 
racy  had  been  indebted  in  a  great  meafure  for  its 
fuccefs.      Together  with  his  kingdoms,  Ferdinand 
tranfrnitted  this  war  to  his  grandfon  ;  and  there  was 
reafon  to  exped  that  Maximilian,  always  fond  of 
new  entcrprizes,   would   perfuade  the  young  mo- 
narch to  enter  into  it  with  ardour.     But  the  Fle- 
mings,  who   had  long   polfeiTed  an  extenfive  com- 
merce,   which,    during    the   league   of   Cambray, 
had  grown  to  a  great  height   upon  the  ruins  of 
the    Venetian    trade,      dreaded    a    rupture    with 
France ;    and   Chievres,    fagacious  to  difcern  the 
true  interefl  of  his  country,   and  not  warped  on 
this  occafion  by  his  love  of  wealth,  warmly  de- 
clared   for   maintaining    peace    with    the    French 
nation.      Francis  I.   deftitute   of  allies,    and  feli- 
citous to  fecure  his   late  conquefts  in  Italy  by  a 
treaty,  liftened  with   joy  to  the  iirfl  overtures  of 
accommodation.      Chievres   himielf  conduced  the 
negociation  in  the  name  of  Charles.      Gouffier  ap- 
peared as    plenipotentiary   for  Francis.      EJch  qf 
them  had  prefided  over  the  education  of  the  prince 
whom  he  reprefented.      They  had  both  adopted 
the  fame  pacific  fyftcm  ;    and  were  equally  per- 
fuaded  that  the  unio::  of  the  two  monarchs  was 
the  happiefl  event  for  themfelves,  as  well  as  for 
their  kingdoms.      In  fuch  hands  the  negociation 
did  not  languifh.     A  few  days  after  opening  their  conciuLi 
conferences  at  Noyon,  they  concluded  a  treaty  of  p/'^ 
confederacy  and  mutual   defence  between  the  two   ^"^-  ^^* 
Vol.  II.  £  monarchs  j 
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monarchs ;    the  chief  articles  in  which  were,  that 
Francis    fhould    give  in  marriage  to   Charles   his 
eldefl  daughter  the  princefs  Loulfe,  an  infant  of  a 
year  old,    and  ?.s  her  dowry,  fhould  make  over 
to  him  all   his  claims  and  pretenfions    upon  the 
kingdom    of  Naples ;      that,    in   confideration    of 
Charles's  being  already  in  poiTeiTion  of  Naples,  he 
fliouid,  until  the  accompliiliment  of  the   marriage, 
pay  an  hundred   thoufand   crowns  a  year  to  the 
French  king ;    and  the  half  of  that  fum  annually, 
as    long    as    the  princefs   had  no  children ;    that 
when  Charles  ihall  arrive  in  Spain,   the   heirs  of 
the  king  of  Navarre  may  reprcfent  to  him  their 
right  to  that  kingdom;     and  if,  after  examining 
their  claim,  he    does   not    give   them  fatisfaclion, 
Francis  ihall  be  at  hberty  to   afiiil:  them  with   ali 
his  forces  ^     This  alliance  not  only  united  Charles 
and   Francis,    but  obliged  Maximilian,    who  was 
unable  alone  to  cope  with  the  French   and  Vene- 
tians,  to  enter  into  a  treaty   with   thofe    powers, 
which  put  a  final  period  to   the  bloody  and  tedious 
war  that  the  league  of  Cambray   had  occafioned. 
Europe  enjoyed  a  few  years  of  univerfal  tranquillity, 
and  was  indebted  for  that  bleffing  to   two  princes, 
whofe  rivalihip  and  ambition  kept  it  in  perpetual 
difcord  and  agitation  during  the  remainder  of  their 
reigns. 

The  Fle- 

n-ings  gy  the  trcatv  of  Noyon,   Charles  fecured  a  fafe 

averfe  ro  ■'       ^  •' 

Charles's      palil/^e   iuto    Spain.       It   was    not,  however,  the 

viiit  to  ^         ^  *^  ' 

Spain. 

^  Leonard  Recuell  des  Traitez,  torn.  ii.  69. 
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interefl  of  his  Flemifii  minirters,  that  he  fiiould 
Vlfit  that  kingdom  fcon.  While  he  refided  in 
Flanders,  the  revenues  of  the  Spanifli  crown  were  '^ 
fpent  there,  and  they  engroifed,  without  any 
competitors,  all  the  effects  of  their  monarch's 
generofity ;  their  country  became  the  feat  of 
government,  and  all  favours  were  difpenfed  by 
them.  Of  all  thefe  advantages  they  run  the 
rifque  of  feeing  themfelves  deprived,  from  the 
moment  that  their  fovereign  entered  Spain.  The 
Spaniards  would  naturally  affume  the  direction 
of  their  own  affairs  ;  the  Low-Countries  would 
be  confidered  only  as  a  province  of  that  mighty 
monarchy ;  and  they  w^ho  now  diftributed  the 
favours  of  the  prince  to  others,  mufl  then  be 
content  to  receive  them  from  the  hands  of 
Itrangers.  But  what  Chievres  chiefxy  wifhed  to  Afraid  of 
avoid  was,  an  interview  between  the  king  and 
Ximenes.  On  the  one  hand,  the  wifdom,  the 
integrity,  and  the  magnanimity  of  that  prelate, 
gave  him  a  wonderful  afcendant  over  the  minds 
of  men ;  and  it  was  extremely  probable,  that 
thefe  great  qualities,  added  to  the  reverence  due 
to  his  age  and  office,  would  command  the  refpect 
of  a  young  prince,  who,  capable  of  noble  and 
generous  fentiments  himfelf,  would,  in  propor- 
tion to  his  admdration  of  the  cardinal's  virtues, 
leffen  his  deference  towards  perfons  of  another 
char?.cler.  Or,  on  the  other  hand,  if  Charles 
fhould  allow  his  Flemifh  favourites  to  retain  all 
the    influence    over   his    councils   which    thev   at 

E  I  prefent 
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B  0  0  K  prefent  pofleiTed,  it  was  eafy  to  forefee  that  the 
v«,^-v^^>  cardinal  would  remonflrate  loudly  againfl  fuch  an 
iji6.  indignity  to  the  Spanifh  nation,  and  vindicate  the 
rights  of  his  country  with  the  fame  intrepidity 
and  fuccefs,  with  which  he  had  afferted  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  crown.  For  thefe  reafons,  all  his 
FlemiPn  counfellors  combined  to  retard  his  de- 
parture ;  and  Charles,  *  unfufpicious,  from  want 
of  experience,  and  fond  of  his  native  country, 
fufFered  himfelf  to  be  unnecefTarily  detained  in 
the  Netherlands  a  whole  year  after  figning  the 
treaty  of  Noyon. 


i«;i-. 


The  repeated  entreaties  of  Ximenes,  the  advice 
charies  of  his  grandfather  Maximilian,  and  the  impatient 
for  Spain,  murmurs  of  his  Spanifli  fubjeds,  prevailed  on  him 
at  hfl  to  embark.  He  was  attended  not  only  by 
Chievres,  his  prime  minifler,  but  by  a  numerous 
and  fplendid  train  of  the  Flemiih  nobles,  fond 
of  beholding  the  grandeur,  or  of  fliaring  in  the 
Sept.  13.  bounty  of  their  prince.  After  a  dangerous 
voyage,  he  landed  at  Villa  Viciofa,  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Ailurias,  and  was  received  with  fuch  loud 
acclamations  of  joy,  as  a  new  monarch,  whofc 
arrival  was  fo  ardently  defired,  had  reafon  to 
exped.  The  Spanifh  nobility  reforted  to  their  fo- 
vereign  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  difplay- 
ed  a  magnificence  which  the  Flemings  were  unabk 
to  emulate  % 

'  '  P.  Mart.  Ep.  ^gg,  601. 
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XiMENES,  who  confidered   the  prefence  of  the  BOOK 

king    as    the  greatell  blefTing    to    his    dominions,  v-*-^,^-^^ 

was  advancing  towards  the  coafl,   as  fad  as  the  in-  „VV^.„ 

firm  {late   of  his  health  would  permit,    in  order  '"'"i'^^" 

to  receive  him.      Durino;  his  res^ency,   and  not-  *^  prevent 

••'<-'  0^7  an  inrer- 

withftanding  his  extreme  old  ac-e,   he  had  abated,  ^'^^^  ^^^-^^ 
in    no    degree,    the    rigour   or   frequency   of   his 
mortifications ;    and  to  thefe  he  added  fuch  labo- 
rious  alTiduity   in   bufmefs,  as  would  have  worn 
out  the  mofL  youthful  and  vigorous  conflitution. 
Every   day    he   employed    feveral   hours   in  devo- 
tion ;     he  celebrated    mafs  in    perfon  ;     he   e^;en 
allotted  fome  fpace  for   ftudy.      Notwithftaudinp- 
thefe  occupations,  he  regularly  attended  the  coun- 
cil ;    he  received  and  read  all  papers  prefented  to 
him ;     he  dictated  letters  and  inftruclions ;     and 
took  under  his  infpeclion  all  bufmefs,  civil,  eccle- 
fiaflical,  or  military.     Every  moment  of  his  time 
was    filled    up    vith    fome     ferious    employment. 
The  only  amufement  in  which  he  indulged  him- 
feif,  by  way  of  relaxation  after  bufmefs,    was  to 
canvafs,.  with  a  few^  friars  and  other  divines,  fome 
intricate  article  in  fcholaftic    theology.        Wailed 
by  fuch  a  courfe  of  life,   the  infirmities  of   age 
daily  grew  upon  him.      On  his  journey,  a  violent 
diforder    feized    him    at    Bos  Equillos,    attended 
with  uncommon  fymptoms ;    which  his  followers 
confidered  as  the  effect  of  poifon  %  but  could  not 
agree  whether  the  crime  ought  to  be  imputed  to 
the  hatred  of  the  Spaiiifli  nobles,  or   to  the  malice 

^  Miniana,  Co  tin.  lib.  i.  c,  3. 
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BOOK  of  the  Flemira  courtiers.  This  accident  obliging 
v^^^J..^^  him  to  ftop  iliort,  he  wrote  to  Charles,  and  with 
_J V^''       his   ufuai  boldnefs  advifed   him   to   difmifs  all  the 

Charles  s 

in*jratitufie    ilranrers  in  his  train,  whofe  numbers   and  credit 

toXimenes.  ^     , 

gave  offence  already  to  the   Spaniards,  and  would 
ere    long    allienate     the    affedicns    of  the   whole 
people.     At  the  fame  time  he  earneftly  delired  to 
have  an  inter viev/  with   tlie  king,  that  he   might 
inform  him  of  the  ftate   of  the  nation,  and   the 
temper  of  his    fubjeCls.        To    prevent    this,    not 
only   the    Flemings,    but     the    Spaniih   grandees, 
employed  all  their  addrefs,   and  indufcrinufly  kept 
Charles  at  a  diflance  from   Aranda,  the  place  to 
which  the  cardinal  had  removed.      Through  their 
faggefticns,  every  meafure  that   he  recom.mended 
was  rejetted ;  the  utmoft  care  was  taken  to  make 
him  feel,  and  to   point  out   to  the  whole  nation, 
that  his  power  v,  as   on  the  decline ;    even  in  things 
purely  trivial,   fuch  a   choice  was  always  made,  as 
was  deemed  moll  difagreeable  to  him.      Ximenes 
did  not  bear  this   treatment  with  his   ufual  forti- 
tude of  fpirit.       Confcious   of  his    own   integrity 
and   m^erit,    he    expeded    a  more   grateful  return 
from  a  prince  to  whom  he  delivered  a  kingdom 
more  fiourifliing  than  it  had  been  in  any  former 
age,  together  with  authority  more  extenfive  and 
better  eltabliflied,  than  the  mod  illuflricus  of  his 
anceftors    had    ever   poffefled.        He    could    not, 
therefore,  on  m.any  occanons,  refrain  from  giving 
vent  to   his  indignation  and   complaints.     He   la- 
mented the  fate  '  of  his  country,  and  foretold  the 
(;alamities    which    it   would    fuffer    from  the  in- 

folence^ 


EMPEP.OR  CHARLES  V.  SS 

folence,     the    rapacloufnefs,     and    ignorance    of    book 
flrancrers.     Vv^hile  his  mind  was  adtated  by  thefe   ,_'._/ 
palTions,   he   received  a   letter  from  the  king,    in      ^s^?, 
which,   after  a  few  cold  and  formal  expreffions  of 
reorard,  he  was   allowed  to  retire  to  his  diocefe ; 
that   after   a   hfe    of  fiich   continiied    labour,    he 
mi<^ht  end  his  davs  in  tranquiliity.     This   meliage 
proved  fatal  to  Ximenes.      His  haughty  mind,  it  His  death. 
is  probable,   could  not  furvive  difgrace ;    perhaps 
his  generous    heart    could  not  bear   the  profpect 
of  the   misfortunes   ready  to   fall  on  his  ccuntrv. 
Whichfoever  of  thefe  opinions  we  embrace,  certain 
it  is  that  he  expired  a  few  hours  after  readmg  the      Nov.s. 
letter  ^     The  variety,  the  grandeur,  and  the  fucceis 
of  his  fchenies,   during   a  regency  of  only  tw^enty 
months,  leave  it  doubtful,  whether  his  fagacity  in 
council,   his  prudence  in  conduct,  or  his  boldnefs 
in   execution,     deferve   the  greatefl  praife.        His 
reputation  is  dill  high  in  Spain,  not  only  for  wif- 
dom,  but  for  fanclity ;    and  he  is  the  only  prime 
minifler  m^entioned  in  hiflory,  whom  his  contempo- 
raries reverenced   as   a  faint  ^,   and  to  whom  the 
people  under  his  government  afcribed  the  power  of 
working  miracles. 


Soon  after  the  death  of  Ximenes,  Charles  made  ^   ^^^?',^ 

^  Cortes  held 

his  public   entry,    with  great    pomp,  into  Valla-  J^f^r^"^' 
doHd,   whither  he  had  fummoned   the  Cortes  of 
Calliile.       Though    he    alTumed   on  all  occafions 

^  Marfollier,   Vie  de   Ximenes,  p.  447.     Gomerius,  lib.'  vii. 
p.-  206,  &c.  Baudler.  Hid.  de  Ximen.  ii.  p.  2c8. 
^  Flechier.  Vie  de  Ximen.  ii.  p.  746. 
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Bo^OK  the  name  of  king,  that  title  had  never  been 
acknowledged  in  the  Cortes.  The  Spaniards  con- 
fidering  Joanna  as  polTefTed  of  the  fole  right  to  the 
crown,  and  no  example  of  a  fon's  having  enjoyed 
the  title  of  king  during  the  Hfe  of  his  parents  oc- 
curring in  their  hiflory,  the  Cortes  difcovered  all 
that  fcrupulous  refped  for  ancient  forms,  and  that 
averfion  to  innovation,  which  are  confpicuous  in 
popular  affemblies.  The  prefence,  however,  of 
their  prince,  the  addrefs,  the  artifices,  and  the 
threats  of  his  miniflers,  prevailed  on  them  at 
laft  to  proclaim  him  king,  in  conjundion  with 
his  mother,  whofe  name  they  appointed  to  be 
placed  before  that  of  her  fon  in  all  public  ads. 
But,  when  they  made  this  concefTion,  they  de- 
clared, that  if,  at  any  future  period,  Joanna  fhould 
recover  the  exercife  of  reafon,  the  whole  authority 
fhould  return  into  her  hands.  At  the  fame  time 
they  voted  a  free  gift  of  fix  hundred  thoufand 
ducats  to  be  paid  in  three  years,  a  fum  more  goji- 
fiderable  than  had  ever  beea  granted  to  any  former 
monarch  ?. 


Declare 
Ch<irles 
king. 


cftheCafli- 
lians  and 
the  caufes 
of  it. 


Notwithstanding  this  obfequicufnefs  of  the 
Cortes  to  the  will  of  the  king,  the  mojfl  violent 
fymptoms  of  diffatibfadion  with  his  government 
began  to  break  out  in  the  kingdom.  Chievres 
had  aoqu  red  over  the  mind  of  the  young  monarch 
the   afcendant    not    only    of   a    tutor,    but    of   a 


s  Minlana,   Contin^   lib.   i.   c.   3.       P.   Mart,   Ep.    6c8. 
Sandov.  p.  13<. 
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parent.  Charles  feem^d  to  have  no  fentiments  book 
but  thofe  which  his  niinifler  infpired,  and  fcarcely  ^^^ 
uttered  a  word  but  what  he  put  into  his  mouth,  ^i'^ 
He  was  conflantly  furrounded  by  Fleirdngs ;  no 
perfon  got  accefs  to  him  without  their  permifficn  ; 
nor  was  any  admitted  \.q  audience  but  in  their 
prefence.  As  he  fpoke  the  Spanifh  language 
very  imperfectly,  his  anfwers  were  always  ex- 
tremely ihort,  and  often  delivered  'with  hefitatrdn. 
From  all  thefe  circumftances,  many  of  the 
Spaniards  were  led  to  believe  that  he  was  a  princ^ 
of  a  flow  and  narrow^  genius.  Some  pretended 
to  difcover  a  ftrong  refemblancc  between  him  and 
his  mother,  and  began  to  whifper  that  his  capa- 
city for  government  would  never  be  far  fuperior 
to  hers ;  and  though  they  who  had  the  befl  oppor- 
tuRity  of  judging  concerning  his  char^cler,  main* 
tained,  that  notwithflanding  fuch  unpromifmg 
appearances,  he  poiTcfled  a  large  fund  of  know^- 
ledge,  as  well  as  of  fagacity  ";  yet  all  agread 
in  condemning  his  partiality  towards  the  Fle- 
mings, and  his  attachment  to  his  favouritas,  as 
unrcafonable  and  immoderate.  Unfortunately  for 
Charles,  thefe  favourites  w^ere  unv>^orthy  oi  his 
confidence.  To  amafs  wealth  feems  to  have  been 
their  only  aim  ;  and  as  they  had  rcafon  to  fear, 
that  cither  their  mailer's  good  fenfe,  or  the  in- 
dignaticci  of  the  Spaniards,  might  foon  abridge 
their  power,  they  haftened  to  improve  the  prefent 
opportunity,  and  their   avarice  w^as  the  mere  ra- 

*  Sandoval,  p.  31,     P,  Mart*  Ep.  6$i, 
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pncious,  becaufe  they  expected  their  authority  to 
be  of  no  long  duration.  All  honours,  offices, 
151^.  and  benefices,  were  either  engrolTed  by  the  Fle- 
mings, or  publickly  fold  by  them.  Chievres,  his 
wife,  and  Sauvage,  whom  Charles,  on  the  death  of 
Ximenes,  had  imprudently  raifed  to  be  chancellor 
of  Caflile,  vied  with  each  other  in  all  the  refine- 
ments of  extortion  and  venality.  Not  only  the 
Spanifh  hiflorians,  who,  from  refentment,  may 
be  fufpecled  of  exaggeration,  but  Peter  Martyr 
Angleria,  an  Italian,  who  refided  at  that  time 
in  the  court  of  Spain,  and  who  was  under  no 
tem.ptation  to  deceive  the  perfons  to  whom  his 
letters  are  addrefled,  give  a  defcription  which 
is  almofc  incredible,  of  the  infatiable  and  fliaT.e- 
lefs  covetuoufnefs  of  the  Flemings.  According  to 
Angleria*s  calculation,  which  he  alTerts  to  be 
extremely  moderate,  they  remitted  into  the  Low- 
Countries,  in  the  fpace  of  ten  months,  no  lefs 
a  fum  than  a  million  and  one  hundred  thoufand 
ducats.  The  nomination  of  William  de  Croy, 
Chievres'  nephev/,  a  young  man  not  of  canoni- 
cal age,  to  the  archbifliopric  of  Toledo,  exaf- 
perated  the  Spaniards  more  than  all  thefe  exac- 
tions. They  confidered  the  elevation  of  a  flranger 
to  the  head  of  their  church,'  and  to  the  richeft 
benefice  in  the  kingdom,  not  only  as  an  injury, 
but  as  an  infult  to  the  whole  nation  ;  both  clergy 
and  laity,  the  former  from  interefl,  the  latter 
from  indignation,  joined  in  exclaiming  againfl  it '. 

*  Sandoval,  28 — 31.      P.  Mart.  Ep.  60S.  611.   613,  614. 
622,  623.  639.     Mliiiana,  Contiii,  lib.  i.  c.  3.  p.  S. 
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Charles  leavinr  Caftile  thus  difp;ujfled  with  his  BOOK 

•              I 
^admiiiiilration,    fet  out   for  SaragoiTa,   the  capital    .^^^ '^^^^ 

of  Aragron,  that  he  ir.i*'-ht  be  ^^refent  in  the   Cortes       i5^^« 

^^        '  ^  .  Charles 

of  that  kincrdorri.       On   his  way  thither,  he  took  '-oid.^  ci>e 

..         ■'  P  Cortes  of 

leave  of  his  brother  Ferdinand,  whom  he  fent  Aragcn. 
into  Gsrmany  on  the  pretence  of  vifiting  their 
grandfather,  Maximihan,  in  his  old  age.  To  this 
prudent  precaution,  Charles  owed  the  preferv- 
tition  of  his  Spanifli  dominions.  During  the  vio- 
lent commotions  which  arofe  there  foorl  after  this 
period,  the  Spaniards  v/ould  infalliHy  have  oiiered 
the  crown  to  a  prince,  who  was  the  darling  of  the 
whole  nation  ;  nor  did  Ferdinand  w^ant  ambition, 
or  counfellors,  that  might  have  prompted  him  to 
accept  of  the  offer  ^. 

The  Ara^cnefe  had  not  hitherto  ac"knowledq-ed  '^'!-"-^?^ 

O  «-3  neli;  m6ie 

Charles  as  king,  nor  would  they  allow  the  Cortes  "haJ,^^^* 
to  be  affembled  in  his  name,  but  in  that  of  the  caiUians. 
Julfiza,  to  whom.,  during  an  inter-regnum,  this 
privilege  belonged '.  The  oppcfition  Charles 
had  to  flruggle  with  in  the  Cortes  of  Aragon, 
was  more  violent  and  obflinate  than  that  which 
he  had  overcome  in  Caflile ;  after  long  delays, 
however,  and  with  much  difficulty,  he  periuaded 
the  members  to  confer  on  him  the  title  of  king, 
in  conjunftion  with  his  mother.  At  the  fame 
time  he  bound  himfelf  by  that  folemn  oath,  which 
the    Aragonefe    exacted    of    their   kings,    never 

^  P.  Martyr,  Ep.  619.     Forrcras,  viil.  460. 
*  P,  Martyr,  Ep.  Co^. 
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to  violate  any  of  their  rights  or  liberties.  When 
a  donative  was  demanded,  the  members  were  ftill 
more  intractable ;  many  months  clapfed  before 
they  would  agree  to  grant  Charles  two  hundred 
thoufand  ducats,  and  that  fum  they  appropriated 
fo  ftridly  for  paying  debts  of  the  crown,  which 
had  long  been  forgotten,  that  a  very  fmall  part 
of  it  came  into  the  king's  hands.  What  had  hap- 
pened in  Caftile  taught  them  caution,  and  deter- 
mined them  rather  to  fatisfy  the  claims  of  their 
fellow-citizens,  how  obfolete  foever,  than  to  fur- 
nifh  (Irangers  the  means  of  enriching  themfelves, 
with  the  fpoils  of  their  country "". 

During  thefe  proceedings  of  the  Cortes,  am- 
baffadors  arrived  at  SaragolTa  from  Francis  I. 
and  the  young  king  of  Navarre,  demanding  the 
reftitution  of  that  kingdom  in  terms  of  the  treaty 
of  Noyon.  But  neither  Charles,  nor  the  Caftilian 
nobles  whom  he  confulted  on  this  occafion,  difco- 
vcred  any  inclination  to  part  with  this  acquifition. 
A  conference  held  foon  after  at  Montpelier,  in  order 
to  bring  this  matter  to  an  amicable  iifue,  was  alto- 
'gether  fruitlefs  ;  while  the  French  urged  the  in- 
juftice  of  the  ufurpation,  the  Spaniards  were  atten- 
tive only  to  its  importance  . 

Jii9»  From  Aragon  Charles  proceeded  to   Catalonia, 

where  he  wailed  as  much  time,  encountered  more 


"  P.  Martyr,  Fp.  615 — 634. 

■  P.  Martyr,  up.  605.  633.  640, 
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difficulties,  and  gained  lefs  money.  The  Fle- 
mings were  now  become  fo  odious  in  everv  pro- 
vince of  Spain  by  their  exactions,  that  the  defire  ^^^^' 
of  mortifying  them,  and  of  difappointing  their  ava- 
rice, augmented  the  jealoufy  with  which  a  free 
people  ufually  conduct  their  deliberations. 

The  Caflilians,  who  had  felt  moH  fenfibly  the  ^^mbhia- 

'  ^  tion  ot  the 

weight  and  rigour  of  the  opprefHve  fchemes  Caftiiians 
carried  on  by  the  Fleminfrs,  refolved  no  longer  ^is-r^'^'^ 
to  lubmit  with  a  tamenels  lacal  lo  themlelves, 
and  which  rendered  them  the  objects  of  fcorn 
to  their  fellow-fubjects  in  the  other  kingdoms,  of 
which  the  Spani^n  monarchy  was  compofed.  Sego- 
via, Toledo,  Seville,  and  feveral  other  cities  of  the 
firfl  rank,  enti-red  into  a  confederacy  for  the  defence 
of  their  rights  and  privileges ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  filence  of  the  nobility,  who,  on  this 
occafion,  difcovered  neither  the  public  fpirit, 
nor  the  refolution,  which  became  their  order,  the 
confederates  laid  before  the  king  a  full  view  of 
the  (late  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  the  mal-admi- 
nillration  of  his  favourites.  The  preferment  of 
flrangers,  the  exportation  of  the  current  coin, 
the  increafe  of  taxes,  -  were  the  grievances  of 
which  ^hey  chiefly  complained  ;  and  of  thefe 
they  demanded  redrefs  with  that  boldnefs  which 
is  natural  to  a  free  people.  Thefe  remonflrances, 
prefented  at  firft  at  Saragofla,  and  renewed  after- 
wards at  Barcelona,  Charles  treated  with  great 
negled.  The  confederacy,  however,  of  thefe 
cities,  at  this  juncture,  was  the  beginning  of  that 

fampus 
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famous  union  jimong  the  commons  of  Caftilej 
which  not  long  after  threw  the  kingdom  into 
fuch  violent  conyulfions  as  ihook  the  throne,  and 
ahnoft  overturned  the  conflitution  \ 


1519. 


Denthofthe 

eiuperor 

Mnximi- 


Soon  after  Charles's  arrival  at  Barcelona,  he 
received  the  account  of  an  event  which  interefted 
January  12.  him  much  more  than  the  murmurs  of  the  Caili- 
lians,  or  the  fcruples  of  the  Cortes  of  Catalonia.- 
This  was  the  death  of  the  emperor  Maximilian  ; 
an  occurrence  of  fmall  importance  In  Itfelf,  for 
he  w^as  a  prince  confpicuous  neither  for  his  vir- 
tues, nor  his  power,  nor  his  abilities ;  but  len-* 
dered  bv  its  confeauences  more  memorable  than 
any  that  had  happened  during  leveral  ages.  It 
broke  that  profound  and  univerfal  peace  which 
then  reigned  in  the  Chriftian  world  ;  it  excited 
a  rivalfhip  between  two  princes,  which  threv/  all 
Europe  into  agitation,  and  kindled  wars  more  ge« 
neral,  and  of  longer  duration,  than  had  hitherto 
been  known  in  modern  times. 

The  revolutions  occafioned  by  the  expedition 
of  the  French  king,  Charles  Vlil.  into  Italy,  had 
infpired  the  European  princes  w^ith  nev/  ideas 
concerning  the  importance'  of  the  imperial  dig- 
nity. The  claims  of  the  empire  upon  fome  of 
the  Italian  ftates  w^ere  numerous ;  Its  juiifdidion 
over  others  v;as  extenfive ;  and  though  the  for- 
mer had  been  almoft  abandoned,  and  the  latter 
fcldom   exercifed,   under   princes    of  fiender    abi* 

•  •  P.  Tvlartyr,  Ep.  630,     P'erreras,  vIII.  464. 
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lities  and  of  little  infiuence,  it  was  obvious,  that 
in  the  hands  of  an  emperor  pofiefTed  of  power  or 
of  genius,  they  might  be  employed  as  engines  for  ^^'^' 
(Iretching  his  dominion  over  the  greater  part  of 
that  country.  Even  Maxim.ilian,  feeble  and  un- 
fteady  as  his  conduct  always  was,  had  availed  him- 
fclf  of  the  infinite  pretenfions  of  ihe  empire,  and 
had  reaped  advantage  from  every  war,  and  every 
negociation  in  Italy  during  his  reign.  Thefe  confi- 
de rations,  added  to  the  dignity  of  the  ftation,  con- 
felTedly  the  firil  among  Chriilian  princes,  and  to  the 
rights  inherent  in  the  office,  which,  if  exerted  v/ith 
vigour,  were  far  from  being  inconfiderable,  rendered 
the  Imperial  crovn  more  than  ever  an  object  of 
ambition. 


Not    long   before   his   death,     Maximilian  had   Maximilian 
difcovered    great   folicitude   to   preferve   this    di^r-  voured  to 

.  .  fecure  the 

nity  in  the  Auflrian  famdly,  and  to  procure  the  imptriai 
.mg  oi  bpam  to  be  cnolen  his  luccelior.  But  grandfon. 
he  himfelf  having  never  been  crowned  by  the 
Pope,  a  ceremony  deemed  eifential  in  that  age, 
was  confidered  only  as  cmiperor  ele6l.  Though 
hiftorians  have  not  attended  to  that  diflinclion, 
neither  the  Italian  nor  German  chancery  beflowed 
any  other  title  upon  him  than  that  of  king  of 
the  Romans ;  and  no  example  occurring  in  hlf- 
tory,  of  any  perfon's  being  chofen  a  fucceffor  to 
a  king  of  the  Romans,  the  Germans,  always 
tenacious  of  their  forms,  and  unwilling  to  confer 
upon  Charles  an  office  for  v/hich  their  conllltu- 

tion 
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tion  knew  no  name,  obfllnately  refufed  to  gratify 
Maximilian  in  that  point  p. 


Charles  and       By  his    death,   this   difficulty  was   at  once   re- 
compe-itos  movcd,   and   Charles  openly  afpired  to  that  dig- 
^pjre.        ^^ify  which   his  grandfather  had  attempted,  with- 
out  fuccefs,   to   fecure   for   him.       At   the   fame 
time,    Francis    I.     a   powerful    rival,    entered    the 
lifts  againft  him ;    and  the  attention  of  all  Europe 
was  fixed  upon  this  competition,   no   lefs  illuftri- 
ous  from  the  high  rank   of  the  candidates,    than 
from  the   importance  of  the  prize  for  which  they 
contended.     Each  of  them  urged   his  pretenfions 
with  fangulne  expedlations,    and  with   no   unpro- 
Pretenf^ons  knifing   profpecl  of  fuccefs.       Charles    confidered 
©f  Charles.    ^^^  Imperial  crown  as  belonging  to   him  of  right, 
from  its    long   continuance  in   the   Auftrian  line ; 
he  knew  |that  none  of  the   German  princes   pof- 
felTed  po\^^r  or  influence  enough  to  appear  as  his 
antagonift ;    he   flattered  himfelf,    that  no    confi- 
deration  would  induce    the  natives  of   Germany 
to  exalt  any  foreign   prince   to  a   dignity,   which 
during   fo  many  ages  had  been   deemed  peculiar 
to  their  own  nation ;    and  leaft  of  all,  that  they 
would   confer   this    honour    upon   Francis  I.   the 
fovereir^n   of   a   people  whofe  genius,   and    laws, 
and  manners,   differed  fo   widely  from   thofe   of 

P  Guicciardini,  lib.  xlll.  p.  15.  Hlfl.  Gener.  d'Allemagne, 
par  P.  Barre,  torn.  viii.  part  i .  p.  1 087.  P.  Heuter.  Rer,  Aullr. 
lib.  vii.  c.  17.  179.   lib.  viii.  c.  2.  p.  183. 
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the   Germans  that  it  was  hardly  pofTible  to  efla- 
blifh  anv  cordial  union  between  them  ;    he  truflied 
not  a  little  to  the  eaecl:  of  Maximilian's  negocia- 
tions,    which,    though   they  did   not    attain   their 
end,  had  prepared  the  minds  of  the   Germans  for 
his  elevation   to  the   Imperial  throne ;    but   what 
he   relied  on  as  a  chief  recommendation,   was   the 
fortunate  fituation  of  his   hereditary  dominions  in 
Germ.any,    which     ferved     as     a    natural   barrier 
to  the  empire   againfl    the  encroachments  of  the 
Turkifh  power.     The  conquells,   the  abilities,  and 
the   ambition    of    Sultan   Selim   II.    had   fpread 
over  Europe,    at  that  time,    a  general   and  well- 
founded  alarm.       By  his  victories   over  the  Ma- 
malukes,  and  the  extirpation  of  that  gallant  body 
of  men,  he  had  not  only  added  Egypt  and  Syria 
to  his  empire,  but  had  fecured  to  it  fuch  a  degree 
of  internal  tranquillity,   that  he  was  ready  to  turn 
againfl  Chriftendom  the  whole  force  of  his  arms, 
which  nothing  hitherto   had  been  able  to  refifl. 
The   mod   effectual    expedient    for    flopping    the 
progrefs  of  this  torrent,  feem^ed  to  be  the  election 
of  an  emperor,    poireifed    of  extenfive    territories 
in  that  country,   where  its   firft  imprefTion   would 
be  felt,    and   who,    befides,     could    combat   this 
formidable  enemy  with  ail  the  forces  of  a  pov/er- 
ful  monarchy,  and  with   all   the  wealth   furnifhed 
by  the  mines   of  the  new  world,  or  the  commerce 
of  the   Low-Countries.       Thefe   were   the   areu- 

o 

ments  by  which    Charles  publicly  fupported   his 

claim ;     and  to  men  of  integrity  and    reflection, 

they  appeared  to  be  not  only  plaufible  but  con- 

YoL,  II,  F  vincing. 
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vincing.  He  did  not,  however,  trufl  the  fuc- 
cefs  cf  his  caufe  to  thefe  alone.  Great  fums  of 
money  were  remitted  from  Spain ;  all  the  refine- 
ments and  artifice  of  negociation  were  employed ; 
and  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  kept  on  foot, 
at  that  time,  by  the  flates  of  the  Circle  of  Suabia, 
was  fecretly  taken  into  his  pay.  The  venal  w^ere 
gained  by  prefents ;  the  objections  of  the  more 
fcrupulous  v-ere  anfwered  or  eluded  ;  feme  feeble 
princes  were  threatened  and  over-awed  '^. 

Cf  France,  On  the  Other  hand,  Francis  fupported  his  claim 
with  equal  eagernefs.,  and  no  lefs  confidence  of 
its  being  v/ell  founded.  His  emiilaries  contended 
that  it  was  now  high  time  to  convince  the 
princes  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  that  the  Imperial 
crown  was  elective,  and  not  hereditary ;  that  other 
perfons  might  afpire  to  an  honour  which  their  ar- 
rogance had  accuftomed  them  to  regard  as  the 
property  of  their  family  ;  that  it  required  a  fove- 
reign  of  mature  judgment,  and  of  approved  abili- 
ties, to  hold  the  reins  of  government  in  a  country 
where  fuch  unknown  opinions  concerning  reli- 
p-ion  had  been  pubhuied,  as  had  throv/n  the  rrjnds 
of  men  into  an  uncommon  agitation,  v/nich 
threatened  the  mo  ft  violent  efleds ;  that  a  young 
prince,  without  experience,  and  who  had  hither- 
to given  no  fpecitnens  of  his  genius  for  command, 
was  no  fit  m.atch  for   Selim,  a  monarch  grown 

q  Guicc.  lib.  xiii.  159.     Sleidan,  Hill,  of  the  Reformat.  14. 
Struvil  Coip.  Hift.  German,  ii.  971.  Not.  30. 
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iold  In  the  art  of  war,  and  in  the  courfe  of  viclory ; 
whereas  a  king,  who  in  his  early  youth  had  tri- 
umphed over  the  valour  and  difciphne  of  the  Swifs, 
till  then  reckoned  invincible,  would  be  an  an- 
tagonift  not  unworthy  the  Conqueror  of  the  Eafl; 
that  the  fire  and  impetuofity  of  the  French  ca- 
valry, added  to  the  difcipline  and  (liability  of  the 
German  infantry,  would  form  an  army  fo  irre- 
fiflible,  that,  inftead  of  waiting  the  approach  of 
the  Ottoman  forces,  it  might  carry  hofliilities  into 
the  heart  of  their  dominions ;  that  the  election 
of  Charles  would  be  inconfiilcnt  with  a  funda- 
mental conflitution,  by  wliich  the  perfon  who 
holds  the  crown  of  Naples  is  excluded  from 
afpiring  to  the  Imperial  dignity  ;  that  his  elevation 
to  that  honour  would  foon  kindle  a  war  in 
Italy,  on  account  of  his  pretenfions  to  the  dutchy 
of  Milan,  the  effects  of  which  could  not  fail  of 
reaching  the  empire,  and  might  prove  fatal  to  it^ 
But  v.hile  the  French  ambaifadors  enlarged  upon 
thefe  and  other  topics  of  the  fame  kind,  in  all 
the  courts  of  Germany,  Francis,  fenfible  of  the 
prejudices  entertained  againfl  him  as  a  foreigner, 
unacquainted  with  the  German  language  or  man- 
ners, endeavoured  to  overcome  thefe,  and  to 
gain  the  favour  of  the  princes  by  immenfe  gifts, 
and  by  infinite  promifcs.  As  the  expeditious 
method  of  tranfmitting  money,  and  the  decent 
mode  of  conveying  a  bribe,  by  bills  of  exchange, 

*■  Giiicc.  lib.  xill.  160.   Sleld.  p    16.   Geor.  Sabinide  Exed, 
Car.V.   Hiflori^  apui  Scardii  Script.  Rer,  German,  vol.  il.  p. 4, 
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were  then  little  known,  the  French  ambaffadoT-g 
travelled  with  a  tram  of  horfes  loaded  with  trea- 
ts'9-  fure,  an  equipage  not  very  honourable  for  that 
prince  by  whom  they  were  employed,  and  infamous 
for  thofe  to  w^hom  they  w^ere  fent '. 

Views  and  The  other  European  princes  could  not  remain 
o^he7^at€^s.  indifferent  fpettators  of  a  conteft,  the  decifion  of 
which  fo  nearly  affeded  every  one  of  them.  Their 
common  interefl  ought  naturally  to  have  formed  a 
general  combination,  in  order  to  difappoint  both 
competitors,  and  to  prevent  either  of  them  from 
obtaining  fuch  a  pre-eminence  in  power  and 
dignity,  as  might  prove  dangerous  to  the  liberties 
of  Europe.  But  the  ideas  with  refpedl  to  a  proper 
diilribution  and  balance  of  power  were  fo  lately  in- 
troduced into  the  fyflem  of  European  policy,  that 
they  were  not  hitherto  objeds  of  fufficient  atten- 
tion. The  pafTions  of  fome  princes,  the  want  of 
forefight  in  others,  and  the  fear  of  giving  offence  to 
the  candidates,  hindered  fuch  a  falutary  union  of 
the  pov/ers  of  Europe,  and  rendered  them  either 
totally  negligent  of  the  public  fafety,  or  kept  them 
from  exerting  themfelves  with  vigour  in  its  be- 
half. 

©ftheSwiTs.  The  Swifs  Cantons,  though  they  dreaded  the 
elevation  of  either  of  the  contending  monarch?, 
and  though  they  wilhed  to  have  feen  fome  prince 
whofe  dominions  were  lefs  extenfive,  and  whofc 

'  Mcrrioiies  de  ?»rarfch.  ue  Fkurarges,  p   296. 
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power  was  more  moderate,  feated  on  the  Im- 
perial throne,  were  prompted,  however,  by  their 
hatred  of  the  French  nation,  to  give  an  open 
preference  to  the  pretenfions  of  Charles,  w^hile  they 
ufed  their  utmofl  influence  to  fruflrate  thofe  of 
Francis  \ 

The  Venetians  eafiiy  difcerned,  that  it  was  the  Venetians, 
interefl  of  their  republic  to  have  both  the  rivals 
fet  afide  ;  but  their  jealoufy  of  the  houfe  of  Au- 
flria,  whofe  ambition  and  neighbourhood  had  been 
fatal  to  their  grandeur,  would  not  permit  them  to 
act  up  to  their  own  ideas,  and  led  them  haftily  to 
give  the  fanclion  of  their  approbation  to  tlie  claim 
of  the  French  king, 

It  was  equallv  the  interefl:,  and  more  in  the  cf 

-     2\         '     ^__^         c    ^       .       J  Henry  VIII. 

power  or  Henry  ViII.  or  Lngland,  to  prevent 
either  Francis  or  Charles  from  acquiring  a  dig- 
nity which  w^ould  raife  them  fo  far  above  other 
monarchs.  But  though  Henry  often  boafted, 
that  he  held  the  balance   of  Europe  in  his  hand, 

he  had  neither  the  fl:eadv  attention,   the  accurate 

■J  ' 

difcernment,  nor  the  difpafTionate  temper  which 
that  delicate  fundlion  required.  On  this  occafion 
it  mortified  his  vanity  fo  much,  to  think  that  he 
had  not  entered  early  into  that  noble  competition 
which. reflecled  fuch  honour  upon  the  two  anta- 
goniflis,  that  he  took  a  refolution  of  fending  an  am^ 
baffador  into  Germany,  and  of  declaring  himfelf  a 

«  Sablnus,  p.  6. 
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candidate  for  the  Imperial  throne.  The  am* 
baffador,  though  loaded  with  carelTes  by  the  Ger- 
man  princes  and  the  pope's  nuncio,  inform.ed  his 
mafler,  that  he  could  hope  for  no  fuccefs  m 
7L  claim  which  he  had  been  fo  late  in  preferring.. 
Henry,  imputing  his  difappointment  to  that  cir- 
cumftance  alone,  and  foothed  with  this  ollenta- 
tious  difplay  of  his  own  importance,  feems  to  have 
taken  no  farther  part  in  the  matter,  either  by  con- 
tributing to  thwart  both  his  rivals,  or  to  promote 
one  of  them "". 

<DfLeoX.  Leo  X.  a  pontiff  no  lefs  renowned  for  his  po* 
litical  abilities,  than  for  his  love  of  the  arts,  was 
the  only  prince  of  the  age  who  obferved  the  nio- 
tions  of  the  two  contendinfj  monarchs,  with  a 
prudent  attention,  or  who  difcovered  a  proper 
folicitudc  for  the  public  fafety.  The  Imperial 
and  papal  jurifdiftion  inrerfcrctd  in  fo  many  in-* 
fiances,  the  complaints  of  u  urpation  were  fo 
numerous  on  both  fides,  and  the  territories  of  the 
church  owed  their  fecurity  fo  little  to  their  own 
force,  and  fo  much  to  the  weaknefs  of  the  powers 
around  thtm,  that  nothing  was  fo  fomiidable  to 
the  court  of  Rome  as  ^n  emperor  with  exten- 
five  dominions,  or  of  enterprifmg  genius.  Leo 
trembled  at  the  profpect  of  beholdirg  the  Im.- 
perial  crown  placed  on  the  head  of  the  king  of 
Spain  and  of  Naples,  and  the  mafter  of  the  new 
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world  ;  nor  v/as  he  lefs  afraid  of  feeing  a  king  of 
France,  who  was  duke  of  Milan  and  lord  of 
Genoa,  exalted  to  that  dignity.  He  foretold 
that  the  election  of  either  of  them  would  be  fatal 
to  the  independence  of  the  holy  fee,  to  the  peace 
of  Italy,  and  perhaps  to  the  liberties  of  Europe, 
But  to  oppofe  them  with  any  profpect  of  fuccefs, 
required  addrefs  and  caution  in  proportion  to  the 
greatnefs  of  their  power,  and  their  opportunities 
of  taking  revenge.  Leo  was  defective  in  neither. 
He  fecretly  exhorted  the  German  princes  to  place 
one  of  their  own  number  on  the  Imperial  throne^ 
which  many  of  them  were  capable  of  filling  with 
honour.  He  put  them  in  mind  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  by  which  the  kings  of  Naples  were  for  ever 
excluded  from  that  dignity'^.  He  warmly  ex- 
horted the  French  king  to  perfifl  in  his  claim, 
not  from  any  defire  that  he  fhould  gain  his  end, 
but  as  he  forefaw  that  the  Germans  would  be 
more  difpofed  to  favour  the  king  of  Spain,  he 
hoped  that  Francis  himfelf,  when  he  difcovered 
his  own  chance  of  fuccefs  to  be  defperate,  would 
be  flimulated  by  refentment  and  the  fpirit  of 
rivalfliip,  to  concur  with  all  his  interefl  in  raifmg 
fome  third  perfon  to  the  head  of  the  empire  ;  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  Francis  fhould  make  an 
unexpected  progrefs,  he  did  not  doubt  but  that 
Charles  would  be  induced  by  fimilar  motives  to 
acl  the  fame  part ;    and  thus,  by  a  prudent  atten- 

*  Goldaill  CoiiHitutiones  Imperlales.    Francof.  1675.  vo'.i. 
439- 

F  4  tion 


1519. 


151^. 


72  THE    REIGN    OF    THE 

tion,  the  mutual  jealoufy  of  the  two  rivals  might 
be  fo  dextroufly  managed,  as  to  difappoint  both. 
But  this  fcheme,  the  only  one  which  a  prince 
in  Leo's  fuuaticn  could  adopt,  though  concerted 
with  great  wifdom,  was  executed  with  little  dif- 
cretion.  The  French  ambalTadors  in  Germany 
fed  their  mailer  with  vain  hopes  ;  the  pope-s  nun- 
cio, being  gained  by  them,  altogether  forgot  the 
inflrudions  which  he  had  received  ;  and  Francis 
perfevered  fo  long  and  with  fuch  obftinacy  in  ur- 
ging his  ownpretenfions,  as  rendered  all  Leo's  mea- 
fares  abortive ''', 

Thcdi'=t  Such  were  the  hopes   of  the  candidates,   and 

June  i7ih.     thQ  vicws   Of   the  dmerent  prmces,  w^iien  the  diet 
w^as  opened  according  to  form  at  Frankfort.      The 
right  of  chufmg  an  emperor  had   long  been  veftcd 
in  feven  great  princes,  diftinguiihed  by  the  name 
of  Eleflors,  the  origin  of  whofe  office,  as  well   as 
the  nature  and  ex:ent   of  their    powers,  have  al- 
ready been  explained.     Thei'e  w^ere,  at  that  time, 
Albert  of  Brandenburgh,   Archbiiliop  of  Mentz  ; 
Herman  count  de  Wied,  archbifliop  g£  Cologne ; 
Richard   de   Greiffenklau,    archbilhop   of  Triers ; 
Lewis,  king  of  Bohemia ; ,  Lewis,    count   palatine 
of  die  Rhine  ;    Frederic,   duke   of  Saxony  ;    and 
viewjsofthe   Joachlm    L     marquis     of    Brandenburgh.        Not- 
withitanding   the    artFid    arguments    produced    by 
the  ambaiTadors  of  the  two  kings  in  favour  of  their 
refpedive  maflers,  and   in   fpite  of  r.ll    their   foli- 
citations,  intrigue^,   and  prefents,   the  eleclors  did 

V   GuiccK.r.  1:1.  x:i  .  l6.. 
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not   forget  that   maxim  on  which  the  liberty  of  the 
German  conditution  vas   thoug-ht  to  be  founded. 

o 

Among  the  members  of  the  Germanic  body,  which  '^'^' 
is  a  great  repubhc  compofed  of  Hates  almofl  in- 
dependent, the  firH:  principle  of  patriotifm  is  to 
deprefs  and  limit  the  power  of  the  emperor ;  and 
of  this  idea,  fo  natural  under  fach  a  form  of  go- 
vernment, a  German  politician  feldom  lofes  fight. 
No  prince  of  confide vable  power  or  extenfive  do- 
minions, had  for  fome  ages  been  raifed  to  the  Im- 
perial throne.  To  this  prudent  precaution  many 
of  the  great  families  in  Germany  owed  the  fplen- 
dour  and  independence  which  they  had  acquired 
during  that  period.  To  elect  either  of  the  con- 
tending monarchs  would  have  been  a  grofs  vio- 
lation of  that  falutary  maxim  ;  would  have  given 
to  the  empire  a  mailer  inftead  of  an  head ;  and 
W'ould  have  reduced  themlelves   from  the  rank  of  ♦ 

being  almofl  his  ecjuals,  t;>  the  condition  of  his  fub- 
jecls. 

Full  of  thefe  ideas,  all  the  electors  turned  their   ofr.rthe 
eyes  towards  rrederic,   duke  or  Saxony,   a  prince   crown  to 

C     r       -i  •  J.  •    ^  1  1   'T    •  '  Frederic  l! 

or   lucn    eminent    virtue    and    aDiiities,    as    to    De    saxony, 
diftinguiflied  py  the  name   of  the   Sa-^e,   and  v.ith 
one   voice   they   ottered   him   the  Imperial  crown. 
He   was    not    dazzled    with    that    object,   which 
monarchs,  fo  far  fuperior  to  him  in  power,  courted 
with  fuch  eaG-ernefs ;    and  atier   deliberatinc:  untMi 
the    matter    a    fnort    time,   he   rejected   it  with   a   whorfjeas 
ma<Tnanin"iitv  and   diiinteredednefs  no  lefs  finsular   *" 
than  admirable,  '^  Nothing,^'  he  obfervcd,  "  could 

be 
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be  more  impolitic,  than  an  obilinate  adherence 
to  a  maxim  which,  though  found  and  juft  in  many 
'-"^*  cafes,  was  not  applicable  to  all.  In  times  of  tran- 
quillity, faid  he,  we  wifn  for  an  emperor  who  has 
not  power  to  invade  our  liberties ;  times  of  danger 
demand  one  who  is  able  to  fecure  our  fafety. 
The  Turkifh  armies,  led  by  a  gallant  and  vic- 
torious monarch,  are  now  aiTembling.  They  are 
ready  to  pour  in  upon  Germany  with  a  violence 
unknown  in  former  ages.  Nev/  conjun6lures  call 
for  new  expedients.  The  Imperial  fceptre  mufl 
be  committed  to  fome  hand  more  powerful 
than  mine,  or  that  of  any  other  German  prince. 
We  poifefs  neither  dominions,  nor  revenues,  nor 
authority,  which  enable  us  to  encounter  fuch 
a  formidable  eneniy.  Recourfe  mud  be  had  in 
this  exi^^encv  to  one  of  the  rival  monarchs.  Each 
of  them  can  bring  into  the  field  forces  fufficient 
for  our  defence.  But  as  the  king  of  Spain  is 
of  German  extradion ;  as  he  is  a  member  and 
prince  of  the  empire  by  the  territories  which 
defcend  to  him  from  his  grandfather ;  as  his 
dominions  (Iretch  alcnp;  that  frontier  which  lies 
mod  expofed  to  the  enemy ;  his  claim  is  pre- 
ferable, in  my  opinion,  to ,  that  of  a  flranger  to 
our  language,  to  our  blood,  and  to  our  country ; 
and  therefore  I  give  my  vote  to  confer  on  him  the 
Imperial  crown." 

This  opinion,  dilated  by  fuch  uncommon 
generofity,  and  fupported  by  arguments  fo  plau- 
Jible^   made   a   deep  im^prefTion    on   the   electors. 

The 
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The  king  of  Spain's  ambalTadors,    fenfible  of  the  book 

important    fervice  which  Frederic  had  done  their  >  — ,-  _f 

mafter,   fent    him  a    confiderable  fum   of  money,  ^'^^^' 

as  the  fii n  token   of  that   prince's  gratitude.     But  and  refuftf 

he  who  had  greatnefs  of  mind  to   refufe  a  crown,  f^om 

^  .  Charles's 

difdained  to  receive  a  bribe ;  and,  upon  their  ambaifa- 
entreating  that  at  lead  he  would  permit  them  to 
diflribute  part  of  that  fum  among  his  attendants, 
he  replied.  That  he  could  not  prevent  them  from 
accepting  what  fiioula  be  offered  but  whoever  took 
a  fiugle  dorin  Ihould  be  difiiuifed  next  morning 
from  his  fervice-. 

No  prince  in  Germany  could  now  afpire  to  a  f'^-ther  de- 

^  '  ^  '■  I'berations 

dignity    which   Frederic    had    declined,    for    rea-   of  the 
fons    applicable    to    them    all.         It   remained    to 

^  P.  Daniel,  an  hiftorian  of  confiderable  name,  feems  to 
call  in  queftion  the  truth  of  this  account  of  Frederic's  be- 
haviour in  rcfufing  the  Imperial  crown,  becauie  it  is  not 
mentioned  by  Geo.gius  Sabinus  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Elec- 
tion and  Coronation  of  Charles  V.  ton:,  iii.  p.  62^.  But  no 
great  ilrefs  ought  to  be  laid  on  an  omifiion  in  a  fupei"ficial 
author,  whofe  treatife,  thou  "h  di-jnified  with  the  name  of 
Hiilory,  contains  only  fuch  a.i  account  of  the  ceremonial  of 
Charles's  eledlion,  as  is  ufually  publifhed  in  Germany  on  lika 
occafions.  Scard.  Rer.  Germ.  Script,  vol.  ii.  p.  i.  The  tefli- 
mcny  of  Erafmus,  lib.  xiii.  epid.  4.  and  that  of  Sleidan,  p.  18. 
are  exprefs.  Seckendo^-f,  in  his  Ccmmentarius  Hilloricus  & 
Apologeticus  de  Lutheranifmo,  p.  i2i.  has  examined  this 
fact  with  his  ufual  induftry,  and  has  eflablillied  its  truth  by 
the  moll  undoubted  evidence.  To  thefe  teilimonics  which  he 
has  collefted,  I  may  add  the  decifive  one  of  cardinal  Caie- 
tan,  the  pope's  legate  at  Frankfort,  in  his  Ltter,  July,  5th, 
15 19.  Epiftres  au  Princes,  &c.  recueillcs  par  Rufcelli,  traduids 
car  Bclforcil.     Par.  15^2.  p.  60, 

;  make 


/ 
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BOOK  make  a  choice  between  the  two  great  compe* 
^^^^^^■^s^  titers.  But  befides  the  prejudice  in  Charles's 
1519.  favour,  arifmg  from  his  birth,  as  well  as  the 
fituation  of  his  German  dominions,  he  owed  not 
a  little  to  the  abiHties  of  the  cardinal  de  Gurk, 
and  the  zeal  of  Erard  de  la  Mark,  bifhop  of  Liege, 
two  of  his  ambaffadors,  v/ho  had  conducted  their 
negociations  with  more  prudence  and  addrels 
than  thofe  entrufted  by  the  French  kin^i.  The 
former,  who  had  long  been  the  miniller  and  fa- 
vourite of  Maximilian,  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  art  of  managing  the  Germans ;  and  the  latter, 
having  been  difappointed  of  a  cardinal's  hat  by 
Francis,  employed  all  the  malicious  ingenuity 
with  which  the  delire  of  revenge  infpires  an 
ambitious  mind,  in  thwarting  the  meafures  of 
that  monarch.  The  Spanifli  party  among  the 
electors  daily  gained  ground  ;  and  even  the  pope's 
nuncio,  being  convinced  that  it  was  vain  to 
make  any  farther  oppofition,  endeavoured  to  ac- 
quire fome  m.erit  with  the  future  emperor,  by 
offering  voluntarily,  in  the  name  of  his  mailer,  a 
difpenfation  to  hold  the  Imperial  crown  in  conjunc- 
tion with  that  of  Naples  % 

< 

On  the  tvrenty-eighth  of  June,  five  months 
and  ten  days  after  the  death  of  Maximilian,  this 
important  contefl,  which  had  held  all  Europe 
in    fufpence,  was    decided.       Six   of   the   ele<rtors 

^  Freberl  Rer.  Gciinaii  Scriptores,  vol.  iii.  172.  cur.  Stnivii, 
Avgent.  1717.     Giaiionc  Elift.  of  Naples,  ii.  498. 

hud 
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had  already  declared  for   the  king  of  Spain ;    and  BOOK 

the  archbifhop  of  Triers,   the  only  firm  adherent  ._  -i^,j 

to  the  French  intereft,   havmg  at  lafh  joined  his  Thly'chufe 

brethren,    Charles  was,  by  the  unanimous   voice  J!^^'^* 
of  the    electoral    college,    raifed    to    the   Imperial 
throne  ^ 

But  thoue:h    the  eleftors    confented,  from   va- 
nous   motives,    to   promote    Charles   to  that  high 
liation,    thev   difcovered    at  the   fame    time  great 
jealoufy  of  his  extraordinary  power,   and   endea-  J^:^^l^^^^ 
voured,    with    the    utmofl    folicitude,    to    provide   ^^veofhis 

"  "'  •*■  iO'.ver,  ana 

anrainil  his  encroaching  on  the  pri\ilec;es  of  the  t^^^.P'"^- 
Germanic  body.  It  had  long  been  the  cuflom  -gainftir, 
to  demand  of  every  new  cmDeror  a  confirma- 
tion  of  thefe  privileges,  and  to  require  a  prom.ife 
that  he  never  v/ould  violate  them  in  any  inflance. 
While  princes,  who  were  formidable  neither  from 
extent  of  territory,  nor  of  genius,  poiTelTed  the 
Imperial  throne,  a  general  and  verbal  engage- 
ment to  this  purpofe  was  deemed  fufficient  fe- 
curity.  But  under  an  emperor  fo  powerful  as 
Charles,  other  precautions  feemed  necelTary.  A 
Capilidation  or  claim  of  right  was  formed,  in 
which  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  eleclors, 
xDf  the  princes  of  the  empire,  of  the  cities,  and  of 
every  other  member  of  the  Germanic  body,  are 
enumerated.  This  capitulation  Vv'as  immediately 
fjgned  by  Charles's  a.mbaiTadors  in  the  name  of 

N    Jac.   Aug.    Thuan,    Hiil.   fai   Tempons,  edit.   Bulkley, 
lib.  i.  c.  9^ 

6  tl^ieir 
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P/O  O  Ki  their  mafter,  and  he  himfelf,  at  his  coronation,  con^ 
C-v^.,^^  firmed  it  in  the  moil:  folemn  manner.  Since  that 
v^ji9.  period,  the  electors  have  continued  to  prefcribe  the 
fame  conditions  to  all  his  fuccefTors ;  and  the  capi- 
tulation, or  mutual  contrail  between  the  emperor 
and  his  fubjedls,  is  confidered  in  Germany  as  a 
ftrong  barrier  againft  the  progrefs  of  the  imperial 
power,  and  as  the  great  charter  of  their  liberties^ 
to  which  they  often  appeal ', 

« 
Thfreicc-  The  important  intellip-ence  of  his  election  was 

tiort  noti-  \  ^  '-' 

.*fcdto  conveyed  in  nine  days  from  Frankfort  to  Bar-^ 
celona,  where  Charles  was  flill  detained  by  the 
obilinacy  of  the  Catalonian  Cortes,  which  had 
not  hitherto  brought  to  an  iffue  any  of  the  affairs 
which  came  before  it.  He  received  the  account 
with  the  joy  natural  to  a  young  and  afpiring  mind, 
on  an  acceflion  of  power  and  dignity  which  raifed 
him  fo  far  above  the  other  princes  of  Europe. 
Then  it  was  that  thofe  vail  profpeCts,  which 
allured  him  during  his  whole  admiiiiflration,  be- 
gan to  open,  and  from  this  ssra  we  may  date  the 
formation,  and  are  able  to  trace  the  gra^iual  pro^ 
gref<,  of  a  grand  fyftem  of  enterprizing  ambitionj, 
which  renders  the  hiftory  of  his  reign  fo  v/orthy  of 
attention. 

A  TRIVIAL    circumRance    lirfl   dlfcovered  the 
eifccts  of  this  great  elevation  upon   the   mind  of 

<^  Pfr ffcl  Abrcge  lie  I'-Hiil  de  Droit  Publi'  ue  d*Ailemagne, 
590.  Limnei  Capitulat.  Imper.  Epiilres  des  Princes  par  Ruf- 
ccili,  p.  60. 

'*  9  '  Charles. 


Irs  f-ff  a: 

nuofi  him. 
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Charles.  In  all  the  public  v/rits  which  he  now 
iffued  as  king  of  Spain,  he  afiumed  the  title  of 
Majcfty,  and  required  it  from  his  fubjefts  as  a 
mark  of  their  refpecl.  Before  that  time,  all  the 
monarchs  of  Europe  were  fatisfied  with  the  ap- 
pellation of  Highnefs^  or  Grace  \  but  the  vanity  of 
other  courts  foon  led  them  to  imitate  the  example 
of  the  Spanifh.  The  epithet  of  Majefty  is  no 
longer  a  mark  of  pre-eminence.  The  mofl  incon- 
fiderable  monarchs  in  Europe  enjoy  it,  and  the  ar- 
rogance of  the  greater  potentates  has  invented  no 
higher  denomination ''. 

The  Spaniards  were  far  from  viewing  the  '^^^l^l, 
promotion  of  their  kir.g  to  the  Imperial  throne  (^".'vf^Mfe 
with  the  f^jne  fatisfaclicn  which  he  himfelf  felt.  *^^"^* 
To  be  deprived  of  the  prefence  of  their  fove- 
reign,  and  to  be  fubje6:ed  to  the  government 
of  a  viceroy  and  his  council,  a  fpecies  of  admi- 
niflration  often  oppreffive  and  always  difagree- 
able,  were  the  immediate  and  neceilary  confe- 
quences  of  this  new  dignity.  To  fee  the  blood 
of  their  countrymen  ilred  in  quarrels  wherein  the 
nation  had  no  concern  ;  to  behold  its  treafures 
wafted  in  fupporting  the  fplendour  of  a  foreign 
title  ;  to  be  plunged  in  the  chaos  of  Itahan  and 
German  politics,  were  effects  of  this  event  almoft 
as  unavoidable.  From  all  thefe  confiderations, 
they   concluded,    that    nothing    could   have    hap- 

^  Minianx  Contin.  Mar.  p.   13.      Ferreras,   viii.  Ayj.     Me- 
Koires  Hill  de  la  HoufTaie*  torn,  i,  p.  53 »  5cc. 

pened 
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pened  more  pernicious  to  the  Spanifh  nation  5 
and  the  fortitude  and  public  fpirit  of  their  an- 
ceflors,  who,  in  the  Cortes  of  Cajflile,  prohibited 
Alphonfo  the  Wife  from  leaving  the  kingdom, 
in  order  to  receive  the  Imperial  crown,  were 
often  mentioned  with  the  highefl:  praiie,  and  pro- 
nounced to  be  extremely  worthy  of  imitation  at  this 
jundure  ^ 


But  Charles,  without  regarding  the  fentiments 
or  murmurs  of  his  Spanifn  fubjecls,  accepted  of 
the  Imperial  dignity  which  the  count  palatine, 
at  the  head  of  a  folemn  embaffy,  offered  him  in 
November,  the  name  of  the  electors  ;  and  declared  his  inten- 
tion of  fetting  out  foon  for  Germany,  in  order  to 
take  pofTefTion  of  it.  This  was  the  more  neceiTary, 
becaufe,  according  to  the  forms  of  the  German 
conflitution,  he  could  not,  before  the  ceremony  of 
a  public  coronation,  exercife  any  act  of  jurifdiclion 
or  authority  f. 


Their 

dtfcfMnent 
increafes. 


Their  certain  knowledge  of  this  refolution 
augmented  fo  m.uch  the  difgufl  of  the  Spaniards, 
that  a  fullen  and  refractory  fpirit  prevailed  among 
perfons  of  all  ranks.  The;  pope  having  granted 
the  king  the  tenths  of  all  ecclefiaflical  benefices 
in  Caftile,  to  aflifl:  him  ir.  carrying  on  war  with 
greater  vigour  againft  the  Turks,  a  convocation 
of  the  clergy  mianimoufly  refufed    to    levy  that 


^  Sandoval,  i.  p.  32.     Minlanae  Contin,  p.  14. 
^  Sabinus,  P.  Barre,  viii.  1085. 


fum, 
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fum,  upon  pretence  that  it  ought  never  to  be 
exacted  but  at  thofe  times  when  ChrilLendoni 
was  acluallv  invaded  bv  the  Infidels ;  and  though 
Leo,  in  order  to  fupport  his  authority,  laid  the 
kingdom  under  an  interdict,  fo  little  regard  was 
paid  to  a  cenfure  which  was  univerfaliy  deemed 
unjuH,  that  Charles  himfelf  applied  to  have  it 
taken  oft.  Thus  the  Spanifh  clergy,  befides  their 
merit  in  cppofmg  the  ufurpations  cf  the  pope,  and 
difregarding  the  influence  of  the  crown,  gained 
the  exemption  v/hich  they  had  claimed  ^. 

The  commotions  which  arofe  in  the  kingdom  An  infur- 
of  Valencia,  annexed  to  the  crov/n  of  Aragon,  vaisnciL 
were  more  forniidable,  and  produced  more  dan- 
gerous and  lading  efiecls.  A  feditious  monk, 
having  by  his  ferm.ons  excited  the  citizens  of 
Valencia,  the  capital  city,  to  take  arms,  and  to 
punifh  certain  criminals  in  a  tumultuary  manner, 
the  people,  pleafed  with  this  exercife  of  power, 
and  with  fuch  a  difcovery  of  their  own  im- 
portance, not  only  refufed  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  but  form.ed  themfelves  into  troops  and 
companies,  that  they  might  be  regularly  trained 
to  martial  exercifes.  To  obtain  fom.e  fecurity 
againfl  the  opprefTion  of  the  grandees  was  the 
motive  of  this  affociation,  and  proved  a  pov/er- 
ful  bond  of  union  ;  for  as  the  ariftocratical  privi- 
leges and  independence  were  more  complete  in 
Valencia  than  in  any  other  of  the  Spanifh  king- 

s  P.  Martyr.  Ep.  ^62.     Ferreras,  viii.  .1-3. 

Vot.  II.  G  doms 
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doms,  the  nobles,  being  fcarcely  accountable  for 
their  conduft  to  any  fuperior,  treated  the  people 

*5^^'  not  only  as  vaHals  but  as  flaves.  They  were 
alarmed,  however,  at  the  progrefs  of  this  unex- 
pected infurrection,  as  it  might  encoiu-age  the 
people  to  attempt  Ihaking  off  the  yoke  alto- 
gether ;  but  as  they  could  not  reprefs  them  with- 
out takinc:  arms,  it  became  necefTarv  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  emperor,   and  to    defire  his  per- 

icio,  miuion  to  attack  them.  At  the  fame  time  the 
people  made  choice  of  de-puties  to  reprefent  their, 
grievances,  and  to  impk/re  the  protection  of  their 
fovereign.  Happily  for  the  latter,  they  arrived  at 
court  when  Charles  was  exafperated  to  an  high 
degree  againfi:  the  nobility^  As  he  was  eager  to 
vifit  Germany,  where  hk  prefence  became  every 
day  more  neceiTary,  and  as  his  Flemifh  courtiers 
were  ftill  more  irapatient  to  return  into  their 
native  country,  that  they  miiidit  carry  thither  the 
fpoils  which  they  had  amaiTed  in  Cailile,  it  was 
ImDofiTble  for  him  to  hold  the  Cortes  of  Valencia 
in  perfoh.     He  had  for  that  reafon  empowered  the 

cardinal   Adrian   to  reprefent  him  in  that  afiem- 

< 

bly,  and  in  his  nam.e  to  receive  their  oath  of  al- 
kgiance,  to  confirm  their  privileges  with  the  ufual 
folemnities,  and  to  dem.and  of  them  a  free  gift. 
But  the  Valencian  nobles,  who  confidered  this, 
meaiure  as  an  indignity  to  their  country,  which 
was  no  lefs  entitled,  than  his  other  kingdoms, 
to  the  honour  of  their  fovereign*s  prefence,  de- 
clared, that  by  the  fandaniental  laws  of  the  con- 
I'Htution  th^y  cculd  neither  acknowledge  as  king 

a  perfon 
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a  perfon  who  was  abfent,  nor  grant  him  any  fub- 
fidy ;  and  to  this  declaration  they  adhered  with 
an  haughty  and  inflexible  obllinacy.  Charles,  ^ 
piqued  by  their  behaviour,  decided  in  favour  of 
the  people,  and  rafhly  authorized  them  to  continue 
in  arms.  Their  deputies  returned  in  triumph, 
and  were  received  by  their  fellow-citizens  as  the 
deliverers  of  their  country.  The  infolence  of  the 
multitude  increafmg  with  their  fuccefs,  they  ex- 
pelled all  the  nobles  out  of  the  city,  committed 
the  governm.ent  to  magiflrates  of  their  own  elec* 
tion,  and  entered  into  an  aflbciation  diilinguimed 
by  the  nam.e  of  Gernianada  or  Brotherhood^  w^hich 
proved  the  fource  not  only  of  the  wildefl  difor- 
ders,  but  of  the  mod  fatal  calamities  in  that  kino-- 
dom  \ 

Meanwhile,    the    kingdom    of    Caftile    w^as   The  cortes 
agitated    with   no   lefs   violence.     No    fooner  was   rummonid 
the    emperor's    intention    to    leave    Spain    made  caUcTaV" 
known,  than   feveral   cities  of  the   firii:  rank    re- 
folved    to    remonflrate    againft    it,    and    to    crave 
redrefs  once  more  of  thole  grievances  which  they 
had   formerly  laid  before  him.     Charles  artfully 
avoided    admitting    their   deputies    to    audience; 
and  as  he  faw  from  this  circumftance  how   diffi- 
cult it  would  be,  at  this  junfture,  to  refl:r?in  the 
mutinous   fpirit    of    the   greater    cities,     he   fum- 
moned  ihe  Cortes    of  Caltile    to    meet    at  Com- 

^  F.  Martyr.  Ep,  651.      Ferreras,  viii.  476.  4S5. 

^  ^  poflella. 
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poilella,  a  town  in  Galicia.     His  only  reafon  for 
calling  that  afiembly,  was  the  hope  of  obtaining 
'^^°'       another  donative ;  for   as   his    treafur)^  had  been 
exhaufled  in  the  fame  proportion  that  the  riches 
of  his  minifters  increafed,  he  could  not,  without 
fome   additional    aid,    appear    in    Germany   with 
fplendour   fuited    to    the    Imperial    dignity.       To 
appoint  a  meeting  of  the  Cortes  in  fo  remote  a 
province,  and  to   demand  a   nev/   fubfidy  before 
the   time    for   paying    the    former   was  expired, 
\vere  innovations  of  a  mod  dangerous  tendency ; 
and  among   a   people    not   only  jealous    of  their 
liberties,  but  accuftomed  to   fupply  the  wants  of 
their  fovereigns  with  a  very  frugal  hand,  excited 
an  univerfal   alarm.     The  magiflrates  of  Toledo 
remonftrated   againfl   both    thefe   meafures    in   a 
very   high   tone ;    the   inhabitants    of  Valladolid, 
who  expected  that  the  Cortes  fnould   have   been 
held  in  that  city,  were  fo  enraged,  that  they  took 
arms   in  a  tumultuary  manner ;    and  if  Charles, 
with  his  foreign  counfellors,  had  not  fortunately 
made  their  efcape  during  a  violent  tempeft,  they 
Avould  have  mafi'acred  all  the  Flemings,  and  have 
prevented  him  from  continuing  his  journey  tow^ards 
Ccmpoflella. 

The  pro-  EvERY   City   through    whicli    he   pafied,   peti- 

thacafjem-    tioucd   againfl    holding   a    Cortes   in    Galicia,    a 
^'  point  W'ith  regard  to  which  Charles  was  inflex- 

ible.    But  though  the  utmoll  influence  had  been 
exerted  by  the  minifters.  In  order  to  procure  a 

choice 
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choice  of  reprefentatives  favourable  to  their  de-  ^  ^j_^  ^ 
figns,  fuch  was  the  temper  of  the  nation,  that,  ^— ^/ — ' 
at  the  opening  of  the  aff^mbly,  there  appeared  ApVu  i. 
among  many  of  the  members  unufual  fymptoms 
of  ill-humour,  which  threatened  a  fierce  oppo- 
fition  to  all  the  meafures  of  the  court.  No  re- 
prefentatives were  fent  by  Toledo ;  for  the  lot, 
according  to  which,  by  ancient  cuflom,  the 
election  was  determined  in  that  city,  having 
fallen  upon  tv/o  perfons  devoted  to  the  Flemifh 
minifters,  their  fellow-citizens  refufed  to  grant 
them  a  commiiTion  in  the  ufual  form,  and  in 
their  (lead  made  choice  of  two  denuties,  whom 
they  empowered  to  repair  to  Compoflella,  and 
to  protefl  againfl  the  lawfulnefs  of  the  Cortes 
affembled  there.  The  reprefentatives  of  Sala-  The-'ifaf- 
manca  refufed  to  take  the  ufual  oath  of  hdelitv,  the  caiti- 
unlefs  Charles  confented  to  change  the  place  of  creaW" 
meeting.  Thofe  of  Toro,  Madrid,  Cordova, 
and  feveral  other  places,  declared  the  demand  of 
another  donative  to  be  unprecedented,  unccnfli- 
tutional,  and  unnecefTarv.  All  the  arts,  however, 
which  influence  popular  afTemblies,  bribes,  pro- 
mifes,  threats,  and  even  force,  were  employed, 
in  order  to  gain  members.  The  nobles,  foothed 
by  the  refpeclful  alfiduity  with  which  Chievres 
and  the  other  Flemings  paid  court  to  them, 
or  inftigated  by  a  mean  jealoufy  of  that  fpirit  of 
independence  which  they  faw  rifmg  among  the 
commons,  openly  favoured  the  pretenfions  of 
the  court,  or  at  the  utmofl  did  not  oppofe  them  ;     ' 

G  3  and 
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^  ^j^  ^    and  at  la.ft,  in   contempt  not    only   of  the  fenti- 
^ — ^"^   ments  of  the  nation,  but  of  the  ancient  forms    of 
^^'^^'       the  conflitution,    a  majority    voted    to   grant    the 
donative    for    which   the    emperor    had    applied '. 
Together  with  this  grant,  the   Cortes  laid  before 
Charles  a  reprefentation  of  thofe  grievances  where- 
of his  people   complained,    and    in    their    name 
craved   redrefs ;    but    he,    having    obtanied    from 
them  all  that  he  could  exped,  paid  no  attention 
to  this  ill  timed  petition,  w^hich  it  was  no  longer 
dangerous  to  difregard  ^. 
chaiiesap-        As  nothius:  now  retarded  his  embarkation,  he 

points  re-  ,  .... 

gents  dur-     difclofed  his  intention  with  res^ard  to  the  refjency 

jng  his  ...  ^  .  - 

abfence,  of  Caflile  during  his  abfence,  which  he  had 
hitherto  kept  fecret,  and  nominated  cardinal 
Adrian  to  that  office.  The  viceroyalty  of  Ara- 
gon  he  conferred  on  Don  John  de  Lanuza ; 
that  of  Vak.icia  on  Don  Diego  de  Ivlendcza 
Conde  de  Mdito.  The  choice  of  the  two  latter 
was  univerfally  acceptable ;  but  the  advance- 
ment of  Adrian,  though  the  only  Fleming  who 
had  prekrved  any  reputation  among  the  Spa- 
niards, animated  the  Cailihans  with  new  hatred 
againfl  foreigners ;  and  even  the  nobles,  who 
had  fo  tamely  iuffered  other  inroads  upon  the 
conflitution,  felt  the  indignity  offered  to  their 
own  order  by  his  promotion,  and  remcnilrated 
againft  it  as  illegal.  But  Charles's  defire  of 
vifiting   Germ.any,  as    v:ell    as  the  impatience   of 

»  P.  Martyr.  Ep.  ^6^.     Sandoval,  p.  52,   &c, 
'^  Sandoval,  84. 

his 


EMPEROR    CHARLES   V.  ^7 

hk  minifters  to  leave  Spain,  were  now  fo  much 
increafed,  that  without  attending  to  the  murmurs 
of  the  Callihans,  or  even  taking  time  to  provide       ^^^°' 
any    remedy    againfl    an   infurreclion   in    Toledo, 
which    at   that   time    threatened,    and    aftervrards 
produced,  moft  formidable  effeds,  he  failed  from 
Corunna  on  the  twenty- fecon-d  of  May;  and  by  ^d  em- 
fettinor  out  fo  abruptlv  in  qued  of  a  nev/  crown,   thsLov^ 
he  endangered  a  more  important  one  of  which  he 
was  already  in  poffeffion  \ 

^  P.  Martyr.  Ep.  670.     Sandov.  S6, 
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B  O  O  K    II. 

iVyTANY    concurring    circumflances    not    only    book 
called    Charles's    thoughts   towards    the   af-    u*— ^-^ 
fairs  of  Germany,  but   rendered  his  prefence  in       ^s^^- 

^  ^  ^  Charles's 

that  country  necelTarv.  The  electors  p;rew  im-  prtiencein 
patient  ot  lo  long  an  interregnum ;  nis  neredi-  ncceirary. 
tary  dominions  were  diflurbed  by  inteftine  com- 
motions ;  and  the  new  opinions  concerning  reli- 
gion made  fuch  rapid  progrefs  as  required  the 
inofi:  ferious  confideration.  But,  above  all,  the 
motions  of  the  French  king  drew  his  attention,  and 
convinced  him,  that  it  was  neceifary  to  take  mea- 
fures  for  his  own  defence  with  no  lefs  fpeed  than 
vigour. 

When  Charles  and  Francis  entered  the  lifts  as  ^/ogp'ffof 
•candidates   for  the   Imperial   dignitv,    they   con-  ]^:,^''^ 
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BOOK  dueled  their  rivalfhip  with  many  profefTions  of 
V— N^-^  regard  for  each  other,  and  with  repeated  decla- 
tions  that  they  would  not  fufFer  any  ti.ndure  of 
enmity  to  mingle  itfelf  with  this  honourable 
emulation.  "  We  both  court  the  fame  miflrefs," 
faid  Francis,  with  his  ufual  vivacity ;  "  each 
ought  to  urge  his  fuit  with  all  the  addrefs  of 
which  he  is  mailer ;  the  moil  fortunate  will  pre- 
vail, and  the  other  mufl  reft  contented  ."  But 
though  two  young  and  high-fpirited  princes,  and 
each  of  them  animated  with  the  hope  of  fuccefs, 
might  be  capable  of  forming  fuch  a  generous 
refolution,  it  was  foon  found  that  they  promifed 
upon  a  moderation  too  refined  and  difmterefled 
for  human  nature.  The  preference  given  to 
Charles  in  the  fight  of  all  Europe  mortified 
Francis  extremely,  and  infpired  him  with  all  the 
pafTions  natural  to  difappointed  ambition.  To 
this  was  owing  the  perfonal  jealoufy  and  rivalfhip 
which  fubfiiled  between  the  two  monarchs  during 
their  whole  reign  ;  and  the  rancour  of  thefe,  aug- 
mented by  a  real  oppofition  of  interefl,  which 
gave  rife  to  many  unavoidable  caufes  of  difcord, 
involved  them  in  almofl  perpetual  hoflilities, 
Charles  had  paid  no  regard  to  the  principal  article 
hi  the  treaty  of  Noyon,  by  refufmg  oftener  than 
once  to  do  juilice  to  John  d' Albert,  the  excluded 
monarch  of  Navarre,  whom  Francis  was  bound 
in  honour,  and  prompted  by  interefl,  to  reflore 
to    his    throne.      The   French   king  had   preten« 

*  Guic.  lib.  xiii.  p.  159. 
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fions  to  the  crown  of  Naples,  of  which  Ferdi- 
nai'd  hnd  deprived  his  predecefTor  by  a  mofL  un- 
juflifiible  breach  of  faith.  The  emperor  might  '-J*^- 
reciciim  'he  diitchy  of  "^-'-Han  as  a  fief  of  the  em- 
pire, which  Francis  had  feizL-d,  and  flill  kept  in 
pofTcflLon,  without  havi^ig  received  invefliture  of 
it  from  the  emperor.  Charles  confidered  the 
dutchy  of  Burqundy  a-  the  parrimonial  domiain 
of  his  anceflors.  wrciTrJ  from  th  -m  by  the  unjufl 
policv  of  Louis  XL  and  observed  with  the  greateft 
jealoufy  the  ftricl  connect  ons  which  Francis  had 
formed  wiih  the  drikc  of  Gueldres,  the  hereditary 
enemv  of  his  famiiv. 

Vv'hen  the  fcurces  of  difcord  v»'ere  fo  many  and  Their  dcii- 

1       1  r  1  •  berations 

various,  peace   coui^    be  01  no  long  cortmuance,    previoiwro 
even  between  prince:;  the  moll  exe^ipt  from  am-    mencement 
bition   or   emulation.     But  as   the  (hock  between  °1,^°^'^^' 


ties. 


two  fuch  mignty  antagonift^  could  not  fail  of 
being  extremiely  violent,  they  both  difcovered 
no  Anali  folicitude  about  its  confequences,  and 
took  time  not  only  to  collect  and  to  ponder  their 
own  flrength,  and  to  compare  it  with  that  of  their 
adverfary,  but  to  fecure  tae  friendfliip  or  aiTift- 
ance  of  the  other  European  powers. 

The  pope  had  equal  reafon  to  dread   the  two   TheyneM 
rivals,  and  faw  that  he  who  prevailed  would  be-  the  pope, 
come  abfolute  mailer  in  Italy.     If  it  had  been  in 
his  power  to   engage  them  in   hoflilities,  without 
rendering  Lombardy  the  theatre  of  war,  nothing 
would  have  been  more  agreeable  ta  him  than  to 


-■a 
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BOO  K    fgg   them  wiifte  each    other's   ftrength  in  cndlefs 

u— .,^-,-^    quarrels.      But   this    was   impoflible.      Leo    fore- 

1520.       f^^^^  |.|-,-,j.^  Q,^   ^i^Q  f^yg^   rupture  between  the  two 

monarchs,  the  armies  of  France  and  Spain  would 
take  the  field  in  the  INIilanefe ;  and  while  the 
fcene  of  their  operations  was  fo  near,  and  the 
fubjeCi  for  which  they  contended  fo  interefting  to 
him,  he  could  not  long  remain  neuter.  He  was 
obliged,  therefore,  to  adapt  his  plan  of  conduct 
to  his  political  fituation.  He  courted  and  foothed 
the  emperor  and  king  of  France  with  equal  in- 
dulfry  and  addrefs.  Though  warmly  folicited  by 
each  01  them  to  efpoufe  his  caufe,  he  alTumed 
all  the  appearances  of  entire  impartiality,  and 
attempted  to  conceal  his  real  fentiments  under  that 
profound  diilimulation  which  feems  to  have 
been  aftecled  by  moil  of  the  Italian  politicians  in 
that  age. 

With  the  The  views  and  intereft  of  the  Venetians  were 

Venetians.  ,._,  ^  .      p         p     , 

not  difterent  from  thole  or  the  pope ;  nor  were 
they  lefs  felicitous  to  prevent  Italy  from  becoming 
the  feat  of  war,  and  their  own  republic  from 
being  involved  in  the  quarrel.  But  through  all 
Leo's  artifices,  and  notwithilanding  his  high  pre- 
tenfions  to  a  perfect  neutrality,  it  was  vifible  that 
he  leaned  tov/ards  the  emperor,  from  whom  he 
had  both  more  to  fear  and  more  to  hope  than 
from  Francis ;  and  it  was  equally  manifeil,  that  if 
it  became  neceifary  to  take  a  fide,  the  Venetians 
would,  from  motives  of  the  fame  nature,  de- 
clare for  the   king  of  France.     No  confj-Jerable 

afliflance^ 
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afliftance,  however,  was  to  be  expected  from  the    BOOK 

II 
Italian    dates,  who    were   jealous    to    an    extreme  ^^^ ^  _, 

degree  of  the  Tranfalpnie  powers,  and  careful  to      »i*^- 

preferve  the  balance  even   between   them,  unlefs 

when  thev  were  feduced  to  violate  this   favourite 

maxim  of  their  policy,  by  the  ceitain  prolpeci  of 

fome  great  advantage  to  themfelves. 

But  the  chief  attention  both  of  Charles  and  of  wuh Henry 

Vili 

Francis,  was  employed  in   order  to  gain  the  king 
of  England,  from  whom  each   of  them  expected 
afiiflance    more   effectual,  and    afforded   with    lefs 
political   caution.     Henry  VIII.  had  afcended   the 
throne  of  that  kingdom  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
five  hundred   and  nine,  with   fuch  circumilances 
of  advantage   as  promifed  a  reign  of  dKHnguidied 
felicity  and  fplendour.     The   union  in   his  perfon  The  great 
of  the  tv.-o   contending  titles   of  York  and  Lan-  fh'at  mo/ 
cafter,  the  alacrity  and  emulation  with  which  both  "'''^''''* 
factions   obeyed  his  commands,  not  only  enabled 
him  to  exert  a  degree  of  vigour  and  authority  in 
his  domeftic  governm.ent  vvhich  none  of  his  prede- 
celTors   could  have   fafely  affumed  ;  but  permitted 
him  to  take  a  fhare  in  the  affairs  of  the  continent, 
from   which    the   attention   of   the    Englifh    had 
long  been  diverted  by  their  unhappy  intefline  di- 
vifions.    The  great  funis  of  money  which  his  father 
had   amaffed,    rendered    him    the   moH:    wealthy 
prince  in  Europe.     The  peace  which  had  fubfiffed 
under  the  cautious  adminiffration  of  that  monarch, 
had  been  of  fufficient   length  to  recruit   the   po- 
pulation  of  the    kingdom    after    the    defolation 

5  of 


54  THE    REIGN    OF   THt 

BOOK  of  the  civil  wars,  but  not  fo  long  as  to  enervate 
its  fpirit ;  and  the  Enghfli,  afhamed  of  having 
rendered  their  own  country  fo  long  a  fcene  of 
difcord  and  bloodfhed,  were  eager  to  difplay 
their  valour  in  fome  foreign  war,  and  to  revive 
the  memory  of  the  victories  gained  on  the  con- 

Chara£tcr  tincnt  by  their  anceftors.  Henry's  own  temper 
perfedly  fuited  the  ft  ate  of  his  kingdom,  and  the 
difpofition  of  his  fubjecls.  Ambitious,  active, 
cnterprifing,  and  accomphdied  in  all  the  martial 
exercifes  which  in  that  age  formed  a  chief  part  in 
the  education  of  perfons  of  noble  birth,  and  in- 
fpired  them  with  an  early  love  of  war,  he  longed 
to  engage  in  adlion,  and  to  fignalize  the  beginning 
'^'3*  of  his  reign  by  fome  remarkable  exploit.  An 
opportunity  foon  prefented  itfelf ;  and  the  vi6lory 
at  Guinegate,  together  v/ith  the  fuccefsful  fieges  of 
Teroiienne  and  Tournay,  though  of  little  utility  to 
England,  reflected  great  luflre  on  its  monarch, 
and  confirmed  the  ,idea  which  foreign  princes 
entertained  of  his  power  and  confequence.  So 
many  concurring  caufes,  added  to  the  happy  fitu- 
ation  of  his  own  dominions,  which  fecured  them 
from  foreip^n  invafion  ;  and  to  the  fortunate  cir- 
cumflance  of  his  being  in  poJeffion  of  Calais, 
"which  ferved  not  only  as  a  key  to  France,  but 
opened  an  eafy  paiTage  into  the  Netherlands,  ren- 
dered the  king  of  England  the  natural  guardi^.n 
of  the  liberties  of  Europe,  and  the  arbiter  be- 
tween the  emperor  and  French  monarch.  Henry 
himfelf  was  fenfible  of  this  lingular  advantage,  and 
convinced,  that,  in_  order  to  preferve  the  balance 

even. 
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even,  it  was  his  office  to  prevent  either  of  the  BOOK 
rivals  from  acquiring  fuch  fuperiority  of  power  v_y^v>^^ 
as  might  be  tatal  to  the  other,  or  formidable  to  ij^o. 
the  reft  of  Chriftendom.  But  he  was  defcitute  of 
the  penetration,  and  ftill  m.ore  of  the  temper, 
which  fuch  a  delicate  function  required.  In- 
fluenced by  caprice,  by  vanity,  by  refentment, 
by  affeclion,  he  was  incapable  of  forming  any 
regular  and  extenfive  fyfiem  of  policy,  or  of  adher- 
ing to  it  with  fleadinefs.  His  meafures  feldom 
refulted  from  attention  to  the  general  welfare,  or 
from  a  deliberate  regard  to  his  own  intereft,  but 
were  did:ated  by  paiTions  which  rendered  him 
blind  to  both,  and  prevented  his  gaining  that 
afcendant  in  the  affairs  of  Europe,  or  from  reap- 
ing fuch  advantages  to  himfelf,  as  a  prince  of 
greater  art,  though  with  inferior  talents,  might  have 
eafily  fecured. 

All  the  impolitic  fleps  in  Henry's  admrni-  and  of  his 
llration  muft  not,  however,  be  imputed  to  defects  cardinal 
in  his  own  character ;  many  of  rhem  v/ere  ovv'ing 
to  the  violent  paflions  and  infatiable  ambition 
of  his  prime  minifter  and  favourite,  cardinal 
Wolfey.  This  man,  from  one  of  the  lov/efl 
ranks  in  Hfe,  had  rifen  to  an  height  of  power  and 
dignity,  to  which  no  Engliih  fubjedl  ever  arrived  ; 
and  governed  the  haughty,  prefumptuous,  and 
untradlable  fpirit  of  Henry  with  ablbhite  autho- 
rity. Great  talents,  and  of  very  different  kinds, 
fitted  him  for  the  two  oppofite  flations  of  minifter, 
and  of  favourite.      His    profound  judgment,    his 

9  unwea- 
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BOOK  unwearied  induftry,  his  thorough  acquaintance 
v.^^v-^w  with  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  his  extenfive 
1520.  knowledge  of  the  views  and  interefls  of  foreign 
courts,  qualified  him  for  that  uncontrolled  di- 
reQ:ion  of  atlairs  with  which  he  was  intruded. 
The  elegance  of  his  manners,  the  gaiety  of  his 
converfation,  his  infmuating  addrefs,  his  love  of 
magnificence,  and  his  proficiency  in  thofe  parts 
of  literature  of  which  Henry  was  fond,  gained 
him  the  afxection  and  confidence  of  the  young 
monarch.  Wolfey  was  far  from  employing  this 
Taft  and  almoil  royal  power,  to  promote  either 
the  true  interefl  of  the  nation,  or  the  real  grandeur 
of  his  madcr.  Rapacious  at  the  fame  time,  and 
profufe,  he  was  infatiable  in  defiring  wealth.  Of 
bound lefs  ambition,  he  afpired  after  new  honours 
with  an  eagernefs  unabated  by  his  former  fuccefs  ; 
and  being  rendered  prefumptuous  by  his  uncom- 
mon elevation,  as  well  as  by  the  afcendant  which 
he  had  gained  over  a  prince,  who  fcarcely  brooked 
advice  from  any  other  perfon,  he  difcovered 
in  his  whole  demeanour  the  moll  overbearing 
haughtinefs  and  pride.  To  thefe  pafTions  he  him- 
felf  facriflced  every  confideration ;  and  whoever 
endeavoured  to  obtain  his  favour,  or  that  of  his 
mafter,  found  it  neceflary  to  footh  and  to  gratify 
them. 


The  court 
paid  to 
Wolfey  by 
Frat>c^s, 


As  all  the  dates  of  Europe  fought  Henry's 
friendfhip  at  that  time,  all  courted  his  minifter 
with  incredible  attention  and  obfequioufnefs,  and 
flrove  by  prefents^  by  promifes,  or  by  flattery,  to 

w^ork 
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ivork  upon  his  avarice,  his  ambition,  or  his  pride  ^  ^  '^^P  ^ 
Francis  had,  in  the  vear  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred  and  eighteen,  employed  Bonnivet,  admiral 
of  France,  one  of  his  mod  accomplifhed  and 
artful  courtiers,  to  gain  this  haughty  prelate.  He 
him.felf  bellowed  on  him  every  mark  of  refpecl 
and  confidence.  Ke  confulted  him  v.ich  regard 
to  his  moiL  im.portant  affairs,  and  received  his 
refponfes  with  implicit  deference.  Ey  thefe  arts, 
together  v.dth  the  grant  of  a  large  penfion,  Francis 
attached  the  cardinal  to  his  interefl,  who  per- 
fuaded  his  mafler  to  furrender  Tcumav  to  France, 
to  conclude  a  treaty  of  marriage  between  his 
daughter  the  princefs  Mary  and  the  dauphin,  and 
to  confent  to  a  perfonal  interview  with  the  French 
king  \  From  that  time,  the  mofl  familiar  inter- 
courfe  fubfifted  between  the  two  courts ;  Francis, 
fenfible  of  the  great  value  of  Wolfey's  friendHiip, 
laboured  to  fecure  the  continuance  of  it  by  every 
pofTible  expreffion  of  regard,  beflowing  on  him,  in 
all  his  letters,  the  honourable  appellations  of  Father, 
Tutor,  and  Governor. 

Charles  obferved   the  progrefs  of  this  union  And  by 
with  the  utmofl  jealoufy  and  concern.     His  near 
affinity  to  the    king  cf  England  gave   him  fome 
title  to   his  friendfi'iip ;    and  foon   after  his   accef- 
fion  to  the  throne  of  CailiiC)   he  had  attempted  to 

^  FIddes  Life  oF  Wol%,    i66.       Rymer's  Fcedera,  xlii. 
718. 

<^   Herbert's  HIi^.  of  Henry  VHI.  30.     Pymer,  xiii.  624. 
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BOOK  ingratiate  himfelf  \vith  Wolfey,  by  fettling  o?l 
^-"-^r—^  him  a  penfion  of  three  thoufand  Hvres.  His  chief 
'^^°'  folicitude  at  prefent  v\^as  to  prevent  the  intended 
interview  with  Francis,  the  etiet^-s  of  which  upon 
two  young  princes,  whofe  hearts  were  no  lefs 
fufceptible  of  fiiendlhip,  than  their  manners  were 
capable  of  infpiring  it,  he  extremely  dreaded. 
But  after  many  delays,  occafioned  by  difficulties 
with  refpe6l  to  the  ceremonial,  and  by  the  anxious 
precautions  of  both  courts  for  the  fafety  of  their 
refpective  fovereigns,  the  time  and  place  of 
meeting  were  at  lail  fixed.  MeiTengers  had  been 
fent  to  different  courts,  inviting  all  comers,  who 
were  gentlemen,  to  enter  the  iifls  at  tilt  and 
tournament,  againfl  the  tv/o  monarchs  and  their 
knights.  Both  Francis  and  Henry  loved  the 
fplendour  of  thefe  fpedacles  too  well,  and  were 
too  much  delighted  with  the  graceful  figure 
which  they  made  on  fuch  occafions,  to  forego 
the  pleafure  or  glory  which  they  expected  from 
fuch  a  fmgular  and  brilliant  alTembly.  Nor  was 
the  cardinal  Icfs  fond  of  difplaying  his  own  mag« 
nificence  in  the  prefence  of  two  courts,  and  of 
difcovering  to  the  two  nations  the  extent  of  his 
influence  over  both  their  monarchs.  Charles, 
finding  it  impofTible  to  prevent  the  interview, 
endeavoured  to  difappoint  its  effeds,  and  to  pre- 
occupy the  favour  of  the  Englifh  monarch  and 
his  minifter  by  an  act  of  complaifance  flill  more 
Charles        fiatterinp'   and  more  uncommon.       Having^  failed 

vidts  Eng-  O  o 

l^-""^'  ,        from  Corunna,    as  has  already  been  related,  he 

Aisy  z6.  ^  '  ^  ■'  ^ 

fleered  his  courfe  directly  towards  England,  and 
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relying  Xvliolly  on  Henry's  generofity  for  his  own     ^  ^^°  ^ 
fafety,    landed  at  Dover.     This  unexpected  vilit   \ — v— «* 

T  "TO 

furprifed  the  nation.  Wolfey,  however,  was  ^ 
well  acquainted  with  the  emperor's  intention.  A 
negociationj  unknown  to  the  hiflorians  of  that 
age,  had  been  carried  on  between  him  and  the 
court  of  Spain  ;  this  vifit  had  been  concerted ; 
and  Charles  granted  the  cardinal,  whom  he  calls, 
his  ??iqft  dear  friend,  an  additional  penfion  of  feven 
thoufand  ducats  ^  Henry,  who  was  then  at  Can- 
terbury, in  his  way  to  France,  immediately  dif- 
patched  Wolfey  to  Dover,  in  order  to  welcome 
the  emperor ;  and  being  highly  pleafed  with  an 
event  fo  foothing  to  his  vanity,  haflened  to  re- 
ceive, with  fuitable  refpecl,  a  gueft  who  had 
placed  in  him  fuch  unbounded  confidence. 
Charles,  to  whom  time  was  precious,  ftaid  only  jnfinuate? 
four  days  in  England ;  but  during  that  fhort  faJToui^both 
fpace,  he  had  the  addrefs  not  only  to  give  Henry  Ki?-a^r^d 
favourable  impreflions  of  his  charader  and  inten-  "^'^^'^y* 
tions,  but  to  detach  Wolfey  entirely  from  the  in- 
tereil  of  the  French  Idng,  All  the  grandeur,  the 
wealth,  and  the  power,  which  the  cardinal  pof- 
fefled,  did  not  fatisfy  his  ambitious  mind,  while 
there  was  one  ftep  higher  to  which  an  ecclefiaftic 
could  afcend.  The  papal  dignity  had  for  fome 
time  been  the  objedl  of  his  wilhes,  and  Francis, 
as  the  mofl  eftedual  method  of  fecuring  his 
friendfhip,  had  promifed  to  favour  his  preten- 
fions,  on  the  firfl  vacancy,  with  all  his  interefl. 

^  Rymer,  xiil,  714. 
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But  as  the  emperor's  influence  in  the  college  of 
cardinals  was  greatly  fuperior  to  that  of  the  French 
king,   Wolfey  grafped  eagerly  at  the   offer  which 
that  artful  prince  had   made   him,   of  exerting  it 
vigoroufly  in  his  behalf ;    and  allured  by  this  pro- 
fped,   which,   under  the  pontificate  of  Leo,  ilill 
in  the  prime  of  his  life,  was  a  very   diflant  one, 
he   entered   with   warmth   into  all  the  emperor's 
fchemes.      No  treaty,  however,  was  concluded  at 
that  time  between  the  two  monarchs ;    but  Henry, 
in  return  for  the  honour  which  Charles  had  done 
him,  promifed  to  vifit  him  in  fome  place  of  the 
Low  Countries,  immediately  after  taking  leave  of 
the  French  king. 

Tune -til  His  interview  with  that  prince  was  in  an   open 

Interview     r)\£n  bctwccn  Guifncs  and  Ardres,   where  the  two 

between  * 

Henry  and    ^^ipos   and   their   attendants   difplayed  their  mag- 

Francis.  o  . 

niiicence  v/ith  fuch  emulation,  and  profufe  ex- 
pence,  as  procured  it  the  name  of  the  Field  of  the 
Cloth  of  Geld,  Feats  of  chivalry,  parties  of  gal- 
lantry, together  with  fuch  exercifes  and  paftimes 
as  were  in  that  age  reckoned  manly  or  elegant, 
rather  than  ferious  bufmefs,  occupied  both  courts 
during  eighteen  days  that  they  continued  toge- 
ther %  Whatever  im.prefiion  the  engaging  man- 
ners 

^  The  French  and  Englifh  hiftorians  defcribe  the  pomp  of 
tbis  interview,  and  the  various  fpectaclcF,  with  great  minute- 
nefs.  One  circumftanGC  mentioned  by  the  marechal  de  Fleu- 
ranges,  who  was  prefent,  and  which  muft  appear  fingular  in 
tke  prefent  age,  is  commonly  omitted.      *♦    After  the  lour- 

aament,*' 
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ners  of  Francis,  or  the   liberal  and  unfufplcious    ®°^^.^ 
confidence   with   which    he  treated  Henrv,  made    ^-•'■v-^-' 
on  the  mind  of  that  monarch,   was  foon  effaced        ^ 
by  Wolfey's  artifices,  or  by  an  interview  he  had 
with  the  emperor  at  Gravelines ;    which  was  con-  July  lo. 
dueled  with  lefs  pomp  than  that  near  Guifnes,  but 
with  greater  attention  to  what  might  be  of  political 
utility. 

This   afliduity,    with   which    the   two    greatefl   Henrys 

.  TT  ideas  of  his 

monarcns  m  hLurope  paid  court  to  Henry,  ap-  owmm- 
peared  to  him  a  plain  acknowledgment  that  he 
held  the  balance  in  his  hands,  and  convinced  him 
of  the  juftnefs  of  the  motto  which  he  had  chofen, 
"  That  whoever  he  favoured  would  prevail." 
In  this  opinion  he  was  confirmed  by  an  offer 
which  Charles  made,  of  fubmitting  any  difference 
that  might  arife  between  him  and  Francis  to  his 
fole   arbitration.       Nothing   could    have    the   ap- 

nament/'  fays  he,  "  the  French  and  Englifh  wredler*  made 
th^ir  appearance,  and  vvrcftled  in  prefence  of  the  kings,  and 
the  ladies  ;  and  as  there  were  man)-  ftout  wreftlers  there,  it 
aflForded  excellent  pailime  ;  but  as  the  king  of  France  had 
neglected  to  bring   any  wreftlers  out  of  Bretagne,  the  Englifh 

gained   the    prize. After   this,   the    kings   of    France  and 

England  retired  to  a  tent,  where  they  drank  together,  and 
the  king  of  England,  feizing  the  king  of  France  by  the  col- 
lar, faid,  <'  My  brother^  I  mujl  turejile  ivith  yout^  and  endea- 
voured once  or  twice  to  trip  up  his  heels  ;  but  the  king  of 
France,  who  is  a  dextrous  wreitler,  Iwilled  him  round,  and 
threw  him  on  the  earth  with  prodigious  violence.  The  king 
of  England  wanted  to  renew  the  combat,  but  was  prevented." 
Memoires  de  FUuranges  i  2^  Paris,  I73'3.  P'529. 

H  3  pcarance 
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j^.earance  of  greater  candour  and  moderation,  thai\ 
the  choice  of  a  judge  who  was  reckoned  the  com- 
^^^°*  mon  friend  of  both.  But  as  the  emperor  had  now 
attached  Wolfey  entirely  to  his  interefl,  no  propo- 
fal  could  be  more  infidious,  nor,  as  appeared  by  the 
fequel,  more  fatal  to  the  French  king  ^ 

oft'heEm'*        Charles,  notwithltanding  his  partial  fondnefs 
peror.         for   the   Netherlands,   the   place   of  his   nativity, 
made  no  long  flay  there ;    and  after  receiving  the 
homage   and   congratulations  of  his  countrymen, 
hallened  to  Aix-la-Chapelle,   the  place  appointed 
Ociober  23.  by  the  golden  bull  for  the  coronation  of  the  em- 
peror.     There,  in  prefence  of  an  aifembly  more 
numerous  and  fplendid  than  had  appeared  on  any 
^  former  occafion,  the  crown  of  Charlemagne  was 
placed  on  his  head,  with  all  the  pompous  folem- 
nity  which  the  Germans  aftecl  in  their  public  ce- 
remonies, and  which  they  deem   eiTential  to  the 
dignity  of  their  empire  ^. 

ssiyman  Almost  at  the  fame  time  Solyman  the  Mag- 

ti«mar^'  nificent,  one  of  the  mod  accomplifhed,  enter- 
ottoman  P^ifing,  and  victorious  of  the  Turkifh  fultans, 
a  conflant  and  formidable  rival  to  the  emperor, 
afcended  the  Ottoman  throne.  It  was  the  pecu- 
liar glory  of  that  period  to  produce  the  mofl 
ilkllrious  monarchs,  who  have  at  any  one  time 


i  *  Herbert,  37. 

s  Hartman.  Mauri  Relatio  Coronat.  Car.  V.  ap.   Goldaft, 
PoUt.  Imperial.  Franc.  1614.  fol.  p.  264.. 

appearedl 
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appeared  in  Europe.  Leo,  Charles,  Francis, 
Henrv,  and  Solyman,  were  each  of  them  poffeiled 
of  talents  which  might  have  rendered  any  age 
wherein  they  happened  to  flourifli,  confpicuous. 
But  fuch  a  conftellation  of  great  princes  fned  un- 
common luftre  on  the  fixteenth  century.  In 
every  conteif  great  power  as  well  as  great  abilities 
w^ere  fet  in  oppofition ;  the  efforts  of  valour  and 
condud  on  one  fide,  counterbalanced  by  an  equal 
exertion  of  the  fame  qualities  on  the  other,  not 
only  occafioned  fuch  a  variety  of  events  as  renders 
the  hiflory  of  that  period  interefling,  but  ferved 
to  check  the  exorbitant  progrefs  of  any  of  thofe 
princes,  and  to  prevent  their  attaining  fuch  pre- 
eminence in  power  as  v/ould  have  been  fatal  to  the 
liberty  and  happinefs  of  mankind. 

The  firfl  acl  of  the  emperor's  adminiflration  Diet  called 
was  to  appoint  a  diet  of  the  empire  to  be  held  at  wrrraL^' 
Worms  on  the  fixth  of  January,  one  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  twenty-one.  In  his  circular 
letters  to  the  different  princes,  he  informed  them, 
that  he  had  called  this  alTembly  in  order  to  con- 
cert  with  them  the  moft  proper  meafures  for 
checking  the  progrefs  of  thofe  new  and  dangerous 
opinions,  which  threatened  to  difturb  the  peace 
of  Germany,  and  to  overturn  the  religion  of  their 
anceflors. 

Charles  had  in  view  the  opinions  which  had   Ri'eofthe 

Re'oi  ma- 
been  propagated  by  Luther  and  his  difciples  fince   tionj 

the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  feventeen. 

H  4  As 
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As  thefe  led  to  that  happy  reformation  in  religion 
v.hich  refcued  one  part  of  Europe  from  the  papal 
yoke,  mitigated  its  rigour  in  the  other,  and  pro- 
duced a  revolution  in  the  fentiments  of  mankind, 
the  greatefl,  as  well  as  the  mod  beneficial,  that 
has  happened  fnice  the  publication  of  Chrifdanity, 
not  only  the  events  which  at  firil  gave  birth  to 
fuch  opinions,  but  the  caufes  which  rendered  their 
progfefs  fo  rapid  and  fuccefsful,  deferve  to  be  con- 
fidered  Vv^ith  minute  attention. 

To  overturn  a  fyftem  of  religious  belief,  founded 
on  ancient  and  deep-rooted  prejudices,  fupported 
by  power,  and  defended  with  no  lefs  art  than 
indullr-v ;  to  eilablifh  in  its  room  doctrines  of 
the  moPc  contrary  genius  and  tendency  ;  and  to 
accomplifh  all  this,  not  by  external  violence  or 
the  force  of  arnis,  are  operations  which  h'ilo- 
rians,  the  lead  prone  to  credulity  and  fuperdi- 
tion,  afcribe  to  that  Divine  Providence  ^vhich, 
with  infinite  eafe,  can  bring  about  events  v^-hich 
to  humxan  fagacity  appear  impcilible.  The  in- 
terpofition  of  Heaven  in  favour  of  the  Chridian 
religion  at  its  firft  publication,  was  manifeded 
by  miracles  and  prophet:ies  wrought  and  uttered 
in  confirmation  of  it.  Thoug^h  none  of  the  re- 
formers  poifeiTed,  or  pretended  to  polTefs,  thefe 
fupernatural  gifts,  yet  that  vvonderful  preparation 
of  circumdances  which  difpofed  the  mmds  of 
men  for  receiving  their  doclrines,  tllat  fmgular 
combination  of  caufes  which  fecured  their  fuc- 
cefs,   and    enabled   men   deditute   of  pov^'er   and 

of 
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of  policy  to  triumph  over  thofe  who  employed  bo^ok 
againfl  them  extraordinary  efforts  of  both,  may 
be  confidered  as  no  flight  proof,  that  the  fame 
hand  which  planted  the  Chrifdan  religion,  pro- 
tefted  the  reformed  faith,  and  reared  it,  from  be- 
ginnings extremely  feeble,  to  an  amazing  degree  of 
vigour  and  maturity. 


It  was   from  caufes  feemin2:lv  fortuitous,  and 


From  in- 
ccnfidera- 


from    a  fource    vei*v   inconfiderable,    that    all  the  ^i^  ^^s  n- 

>  '  rungs. 

mighty  effects  of  the  Reformation  flowed.  Leo  X. 
when  raifed  to  the  papal  throne,  found  the  re- 
venues of  the  church  exhaufted  by  the  vad  pro- 
jects of  his  two  ambitious  predeceffors,  Alexan- 
der VL  and  Julius  11.  His  ov/n  temper,  naturally 
liberal  and  enterprifmg,  rendered  him  incapable 
of  that  fevere  and  patient  oeconomy  which  the 
fituation  of  his  finances  required.  On  the  con- 
trary, his  fchemes  for  aggrandizing  the  family  of 
Medici,  his  love  of  fplendour,  his  tafte  for 
pleafure,  and  his  magnificence  in  rewarding  men 
of  genius,  involved  him  daily  in  new  expences ; 
in  order  to  provide  a  fund  for  which,  he  tried 
every  device,  that  the  fertile  invention  of  priefls 
had  fallen  upon,  to  drain  the  credulous  mul- 
titude of  their  wealth.  Amons:  others,  he  had  t^JH^®^ 
recourfe  to  a  fale  of  Indidge?ices,  According  to  ^"^lco^t 
the  doclrine  of  the  Romifh  church,  all  the  good 
works  of  the  Saints,  over  and  above  thofe  which 
were  neceffary  towards  their  own  juflification, 
are  depofited,  together  with  the  infinite  merits 
of  Jefus    Chriil,    in    one   inexhauftible   treafury. 

Th^ 
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B  o^o  K     Tj^e  j^g^^j,  ^£  ^i^jg   ^^^^^  committed   to   St.  Peter, 
o^^*^   and  to  his  fucceff.^irs  the  popes,  who  may  open 
^^^°'      it   at   pleafure,     and    by    transferring    a    portion 
of  this    fuperabundant    merit    to    any   particular 
perfon,    for  a  fum    of  money,    may   convey    to 
him   either   the   pardon   of  his    own   fms,    ©r   a 
releafe    for   any   one   in   whofe   happinefs   he   is 
intcrefled,  from  the  pains   of  purgatory.      Such 
Indulgences  were  firfl  invented   in   the   eleventh 
century  by  Urban  II.   as  a  recompence  for  thofe 
who  went  in  perfon  upon  the  meritorious  enter- 
prife  of  conquering  the  Holy  Land.     They  were 
afterwards  granted  to  thofe  who  hired  a  foldier  for 
that  purpofe  ;    and  in   procefs   of  time  were  be- 
flowed  on  fuch  as  gave  money  for  accompliiliing 
any  pious  work  enjoined  by  the  pope  \     Julius  IL 
had  beflowed  Indulgences  on  all  who  contributed 
towards  building  the  church  of  St.  Peter  at  Rome;, 
and  as  Leo  was  carrying   on  that  magnificent  and 
expenfive  fabric,   his  grant  was  founded  on  the 
fame  pretence  *. 

fdas?ogit  .  ^^^  ""'S^^  ""^  promulgating  thefe  Indulgences 
IS.  i^/^e™^ny,  together  with  a  fhare  in  the  profits, 
arifmg  from  the  fale  of  ^  them,  was  granted  ta 
Albert,  eledor  of  Metz  and  archbifhop  of  Mag. 
deburg,  who,  as  his  chief  agent  for  retailing 
them  in  Saxony,  employed  Tetzel,  a  Dominican 
fryar,  of  licentious  morals,  but  of  an  adlive  fpirit» 
and  remarkable  for  his  noify  and  popular  elo- 
quence.     He,  alTifted  by  the  monks  of  his  order, 

^  Hiftory  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  by  F.  Paul,  p.  4. 
*  Palavic.  Hift.  Cone.  Trident,  p.  4. 
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executed  the  commiiTion  with  great  zeal  and  fuc- 
cefs,  but  with  little  ^difcretioii  or  decency ;  and 
though,  by  magnifying  exceffively  the  benefit  of 
their  Indulgences  ^5  and  by  difpofmg  of  them  at 
a  very  low  price,  they  carried  on  for  fome  time 
an  extenfive  and  lucrative  traffic  among  the 
credulous  and  the  ignorant ;  the  extravagance 
of  their  aflertions,  as  well  as  the  irregularities 
in  their  conducl,  came  at  lad  to  give  general 
pfjence.     Thp  princes  and  nobles  were  irritated  at 

feeing 

^  As  the  form  of  thefe  Indulgences,  and  the  benefits  which 
they   were    fuppofed    to   convey,    are    unknown  in   proteftant 
countries,    and  httle  underftoodj  at  prefent,  in  feveral  places 
where    the    Roman   cathohc    religion    is    eftablilhed,    I    have, 
for  the    information    of   my   readers,    tra  flated   the    form    of 
abfolution  ufed  by  Tetzei :      "  May  our  Lord  Jefus  ChnU 
have  mercy  upon  thee,  and  abfohe   thee  by  the  merits  of  his 
jnoft:  holy  paiTion.      And  I  by  his  authority,  that  of  his  bielTcd 
apoflles   Peter  and  Paul,   aud  of  the  n-iorc  holy  Pope,  granted 
and  committed  to   me  in    thefe   pats,   do   aofolve  thee,   firft 
from  all  ecclefiaftical   cenfures  in  wl^tever  manner  they  have 
been  incurred,   and  then  from   all  thy  fins,  ti-anfgreflions,  and 
exceffes,   how  enormous  foevcr  they  may  be,  even  from  fuch 
as  are  refen^ed  for  the  cognizance  of  the  holy  fee ;  and  as  far 
as  the  keys  of  the   holy  church  extend,   I   remit   to   you  all 
pimifiiment  which  you  deferve  in  purgatory  on  their  account ; 
and  I  rellore  you  to  the  holy  facraments  of  the  church,  to  the 
unity  of  the  faithful,   and  to.  that  innocence  and  purity  which 
you  pofleifed   at  baptiim ;    fo  that  when  you  die,   the  gates  of 
puniihment   Ihull  be   fiiut,    and    the  gates   of  the  paradife   of 
delight  fliall  be  opened  ;    and  if  you   fhall  not    die  at  prefent, 
this  grace  fhall  remain  in   full  force  when    you  are  at  the  point 
of  death.     In  the  name  of  the   Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghofl."     Seckend.  Comment,  hb.  i.  p.  14. 

The  terms  in  which  Tetzei  and  his  affociates  defciibed  the 
benefits  of  Indulgences,  and  the  necefilty  of  purchafing  them, 

are 
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^^jj°^  feeing  their  vafTals  drained  of  fo  much  weahh,  In 
order  to  replenifli  the  treafuKy  of  a  profufe  pontiff. 
Men  of  piety  regretted  the  delufion  of  the  people, 
who  being  taught  to  rely  for  the  pardon  of  their 
fms  on  the  Indulgences  which  they  purchafed, 
did  not  think  it  incumbent  on  them  either  to 
fludy  the  dodrines  taught  by  genuine  Chrifdanity, 
or  to  praclife  the  duties  which  it  enjoins.  Even 
the  moil  unthinking  were  Clicked  at  the  fcan- 
dalous  behaviour  of  Tetzel  and  his  aiTociates, 
who  often   fquandered  in   drunkennefs,   ganiinp-, 

are  fo  extravagant,  that  they  appear  to  be  almoft  incredible. 

If  any  man   (faid  they.)  purchafe  letters   of  Indulgence,   his 

foul  may  reft  fecure  with    rel^^ea   to   its   faivation.     The  fouls 

confined   in   purgaton^,    for    whofe    redemption    Indulgences 

are   purchafed,    as    foon    as   the    money  tinkles    in   the   cheft, 

inftantly  efcape  from  that  place  of  torment,   and   afcend  into 

heaven.     That  the  eScacy  of  indulgences   was  fo   great,   that 

the  moft  heinous   fins,   even   if  one   fhould  violate    (which  was 

impoffibie)  the  Mother  of  God,  would  be  remitted  and  expiated 

by  them,  and  the  perfoa  be  freed  both  from   puniHiment  and 

guilt.     That  this  was  the   timpeakable  gift   of  God,  in   order 

to  reconcile  men  to  himfelf.      That   the  crofs  erefted  by  the 

preachers   of  Indulgences,  was  as  efficacioas  as  the  crofs  of 

■  Chnft  itfelf.      Lo  !    the  heavens  are  open  ;    if  you  enter  not 

now,  when  will  you  enter  ?     For  twelve  pence  you  may  redeem 

the   foul  of  your  father  out  of  purgatory- ;    and  are  you  fo 

ungrateful    that  you  will  not  refcue  your  parent  from  torment  > 

If  you   had  but  one  coat,    you  ought    to    ftrip    yourfelf  in- 

ftantly,   and  fell  it,    in  order  to    purchafe  fuch  benefits,    &c. 

Thefe,    and    many  fuch  extravagant  expreffions,    are  feleded 

cut  of  Luther's  wwks  by  Chem^itius  in  his  Examen  Concihi 

Tridentini,  apud  Herm.  Vonder  Hardt.  Hift.  Liter.  Reform. 

pars  iv.  p.  6.       The    fame    author    has    pubhfhed    feveral  of 

Tetzel's  difcourfes,  which  prove    that   thefe  expreffions  were 

neither  fmgular  nor  exaggerated.     Ibid,  p.  14. 

and 
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and  lo\^-  debauchery,  thofe  funis  which  were  ploufly 
beftowed  in  hopes  of  obtaining  eternal  happinefs  ; 
and  all  began  tp  wiili  that  fome  check  were  given 
to  this  commerce,  no  lefs  detrimental  to  fociety  than 
deflruclive  to  religion. 

Suck  w^as  the  favourable  junclure,  and  fo  dif-  Firf^ap- 
pofed  wQTc  the  minds  of  his  countrymen  to  liften  LJthe.-Iand 
to  his  difcourfes,  when  Martin  Luther  firfl  began 
to  call  in  qu^flion  the  efficacy  of  Indulgences, 
and  to  declaim  againfl;  the  vicious  lives  and  falfe 
dodrines  of  the  perfons  employed  in  promulgating 
them.  Luther  w^as  a  native  of  Eifleben  in  Sax- 
ony, and  though  born  of  poor  parents,  had  received 
a  learned  education,  during  the  progrefs  of  which 
he  gave  many  indications  of  uncommon  vigour  and 
acutenefs  of  genius.  His  mind  w^as  naturally  fufcep- 
tible  of  ferious  fentiments,  and  tindured  with  fome- 
what  of  that  religious  melancholy  w^hich  delight* 
in  the  folitude  and  devotion  of  a  m.onaftic  life. 
The  death  of  a  companion  killed  by  lightning  at 
his  fide  in  a  violent  thunder- florm,  made  fuch  an 
im.preflion  on  his  mind,  as  co-operated  with  his 
natural  temper,  in  inducing  him  to  retire  into  a 
convent  of  Auguftinian  friars,  where,  v/ithcut 
fuffering  the  intreaties  of  his  parents  to  divert  him 
fi-om  what  he  thought  his  duty  to  God,  he  aifume4 
the  habit  of  that  order.  He  foon  acquired  great 
reputation,  not  only  for  piety,  but  for  his  love  o^ 
knov/ledge,  and  his  unw'earied  application  to  ftudy. 
He  had  been  taught  the  fcholailic  philofophy  and 
theology  w^hich  were  then  in  vogue  by  very  able 
piafters,  and  wanted  not  penetration  to  compre- 
hend 
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^  ^u?  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^  niceties  and  diftindions  with  which  they 
c- — w'-*-*  abound ;  but  his  underftanding,  naturally  found, 
anJ  fuperior  to  every  thing  frivolous^  foon  became 
difgufted  with  thofe  fwbtile  and  uninftruQive 
fciences,  and  fought  for  fome  more  folid  founda- 
tion of  knowledge  and  of  piety  in  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures.  Having  found  a  copy  of  the  Bible,  which 
lay  negleded  in  the  library  of  his  monaftery,  he 
abandoned  all  other  purfuits,  and  devoted  himfelf 
to  the  Rudy  of  it,  with  fuch  eagernefs  and  affiduity, 
as  afloniihed  the  monks,  who  were  little  accuftomed 
to  derive  their  theolodcal  notions  from  that  fource. 
The  great  progrefs  which  he  made  in  this  uncom- 
mon courfe  of  ftudy,  augmented  fo  mxUch  the  fame 
both  of  his  fanclity  and  of  his  learning,  that 
Frederic,  elector  of  Saxony,  having  founded  an 
univerfity  at  Wittemberg  on  the  Elbe,  the  place  of 
his  rendence,  Luther  was  chofen  firfl  to  teach 
philofophy,  and  afterwards  theology  there;  and 
difcharged  both  offices  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  he 
was  deemed  the  chief  ornament  of  that  fociety. 

^bTflFJ^cf  While  Luther  was  at  the  height  of  his  repu- 
Jnduigen-  tation  and  authority,  Tetzel  began  to  publilli 
Indulgences  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Wittemberg, 
and  to  afcribe  to  them  the  fame  imaginary  virtues, 
which  had,  in  other  places,  impofed  on  the 
credulity  of  the  people.  As  Saxony  was  not 
more  enlightened  than  the  other  provinces  of 
Germany,  Tetzel  met  with  prodigious  fuccefs 
there.  It  was  with  the  utmofl  concern,  that 
Luther  beheld  the  artifices  of  thofe  who  fold, 
and  the  fimplicity  of  thofe  who  bought  In- 
dulgences, 
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dulgences.  The  opinions  of  Thomas  Aquinas  ^  jj^ 
and  the  other  fchoolmen,  on  which  the  doctrine 
of  Indulgences  was  founded,  had  already  loft 
much  of  their  authority  with  him ;  and  the  Scrip- 
tures, which  he  began  to  confider  as  the  great 
ilandard  of  theological  truth,  afforded  no  counte- 
nance to  a  practice,  equally  fubverfive  of  faith 
and  of  morals.  His  warm  and  impetuous  temper 
did  not  fuffer  him  long  to  conceal  fuch  important 
difcoveries,  or  to  condnue  a  filent  fpeclator  of 
the  delufion  of  his  countrymen.  From  the 
pulpit,  in  the  great  church  at  Wittemberg,  he 
inveighed  bitterly  again  ft  the  irregularities  and 
vices  of  the  monks  who  publiftied  Indulgences  ; 
he  ventured  to  examine  the  doclrines  which  they 
taught,  and  pointed  out  to  the  people  the  danger 
of  relying  for  falvation  upon  any  other  means 
than  thofe  appointed  by  God  in  his  Vvord.  The 
boldnefs  and  novelty  of  thefe  opinions  drew  great 
attention,  and  being  recommended  by  the  autho- 
rity of  Luther's  perfonal  character,  and  deHvered 
with  a  popular  and  perfuafive  eloquence,  they 
made  a  deep  imprefiion  on  his  hearers.  Encou- 
raged by  the  favourable  reception  of  his  doctrmes 
among  the  people,  he  wrote  to  Albert,  eledlor 
of  Metz  and  archbiftiop  of  Magdeburg,  to 
whofe  jurifdiclion  that  part  of  Saxony  was  fubjecl, 
and  remonftrated  warmly  againft  the  falfe  opi- 
nions, as  well  as  wicked  lives,  of  the  preachers 
of  Indulgences  ;  but  he  found  that  prelate  too 
deeply  interefted  in  their  fuccefs  to  correct  their 
abufes.     His   next  attempt  was  to   gain   the  fuf- 

frage 
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fragc  of  men  of  learning.     For  this  purpofe  he 

publilhed   ninety-five   thefes  containing  his   fenti- 

Hepuhiimes  mcnts   with    re^j^ard    to    IndulQ:ence3.      Thefe   he 

his  theus  °     .  ^ 

a?aina  propofed  not  as  points  not  fully  eflabliri7ed,  or  of 
undoubted  certainty,  but  as  fubjeds  of  inquiry  and 
difputation ;  he  appointed  a  day,  on  which  the 
learned  were  invited  to  impugn  them,  either  in 
perfon  or  by  writing  ;  to  the  whole  he  fubjoined 
folemn  proteflations  of  the  high  refped  for  the 
apoilolic  fee,  and  of  his  implicit  fubmiiTion  to  its  au- 
thority. No  opponent  appeared  at  the  time  prefixed; 
the  thefes  fpread  over  Germany  with  aflonifliing 
rapidity ;  they  were  read  with  the  greatell  eager- 
nefs ;  and  all  admired  the  boldnefs  of  the  man, 
who  had  ventured  not  only  to  call  in  queflion  the 
plenitude  of  papal  power,  but  to  attack  the  Domi- 
nicans, armed  with  all  the  terrors  of  inquifitorial 
authority  \ 

Suprorted         The    friars    of    St.  Auguflin,    Luther's    own 

hy  his  own  .  .  », 

order.  order,  though  addicted  with  no  lefs  obfequiouf- 
nefs  than  the  other  monaflic  fraternities  to  the 
papal  fee,  gave  no  check  to  the  publication  of 
thefe  uncommxon  opinions.  Luther  had,  by  his 
piety  and  learning,  acquired  extraordinary  autho- 
rity among  his  brethren ;  he  profefled  the  highefl 
regard  for  the  authority  of  the  pope  ;  his  profef- 
fions   were   at  that  time  fmcere;   and  as  a  fecret 

^  Liithcri  Opera,  Jenae,  1612,  vol.  i.  prsefat.  5.  p.  2.  66, 
Hill,  of  Counc.  of  Tre;it,  by  F.  Paul.  p.  4*  Seckend.  Com, 
Apol.  p.  16. 
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enmity   excited  by  intereft  or  emulation,  fubfifls     ^^^^ 

amons    all    the    monadic    orders    in    the    Romilh   ^ ^ — ^ 

chmxh,  the  Auguftinians  were  highly  pleafed  with 
his  invectives  ag;ainft  the  Dominicans,  and  hoped 
to  fee  them  expofed  to  the  hatred  and  fcorn  of  the 
people.  Nor  was  his  fovereign,  the  eledor  of 
Saxonv,  the  wiiefl  prince  at  that  time  in  Germany, 
diflatistied  with  this  obilrucLion  which  Luther 
threw  I'l  the  way  of  the  publication  of  Lndulgences. 
He  fecretly  encouraged  the  attempt,  and  flattered 
himfelf  that  this  difpute  among  the  Ecclefiaflics 
themfelves,  might  give  fome  check  to  the  exactions 
of  the  court  of  Rom.e,  v/hich  the  fecular  princes 
had  long,  though  without  fuccefs,  been  endeavour- 
ing to  oppofe. 

Many    zealous  champions  immediately  arofe  to   Manyen- 

,    p       T         .    .  I'll  11  1  deavour  i9 

derend  opmions  on  which  the  wealth  and  power  confute 
of  the  church  w^ere  founded,  againfl  Luther's  at-  ^'"^* 
tacks.  In  oppofition  to  his  thefes,  Tetzel  pub- 
lifhed  counter-thefes  at  Francfort  on  the  Oder ; 
Eccius,  a  celebrated  divine  of  Augfburg,  endea- 
voured to  refute  Luther's  notions  ;  and  Prierias, 
a  Dominican  friar,  mailer  of  the  facred  palace 
and  Inquifitor-general,  wrote  againfl:  him  with  all 
the  virulence  of  a  fcholaflic  difputant.  But  the 
manner  in  which  they  conducted  the  controvcrfy 
did  little  fervice  to  their  caufe.  Luther  attempted 
to  combat  Indulgences  by  arguments  founded  in 
reafon,  or  derived  from  fcripture  ;  they  produced 
nothing  in  fupport  of  them  but  the  fentiments  of 
fchoolmen,  the  conelufions  of  the  canon  law,  and 
Vol.  IL  I  the 
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die  decrees  of  popes  ^.  The  declfion  of  judges  fo 
partial  and  interefled  did  not  fatisfy  the  people,  who 
began  to  call  in  queflion  the  authority  even  of 
thefe  venerable  guides,  when  they  found  them 
{landing  in  direft  oppofition  to  the  dictates  of 
reafon,  and  the  determinations  of  the  divine  law  '*.* 

Meanwhile, 

*"  F.  Pal,  p.  6.    Seckend.  p.  40.    Palavic.  p.  8. 

"  Seckend.  p.  30. 

*  Guicciairdini  has  aflerted  two  things  with  regard  to  the  firft 
promulgajion  of  Indulgences :  i .  That  Leo  bellowed  a  gift 
of  the  profits  arifmg  from  the  fale  of  Indulgences  in  Saxony, 
^nd  the  adjacent  provinces  of  Germany,  upon  his  filler  Mag- 
dalen, the  Wife  of  Francefcetto  Cibo.  Guic.  lib.  xiii.  168, 
2.  That  Arcemboldo,  a  Genoefe  ecclefiaftic,  who  had  been 
bred  a  merchant,  and  ftill  retained  all  the  adlivity  and  addrefi 
of  that  profeffion,  was  appointed  by  her  to  collecl  the  money 
which  fhould  be  raifed.  F.  Paul  has  followed  him  in  both 
thefe  particulars,  and  adds,  that  the  Auguftinians  in  Saxony 
had  been  immemoriaHy  employed  in  preaching  Indulgences  j 
but  that  Arcemboldo  and  his  deputies  hoping  to  gain  more 
by  committing  this  trull  to  the  Dominicans,  had  made  their 
bargain  with  Tetzel,  and  that  Luther  was  prompted  at  firft  to 
oppofe  Tetzel  and  his  affociates,  by  a  defire  of  tailing  revenge 
for  this  injury  offered  to  his  order.  F.Paul,  p.  5.  Alraoft  all 
hiilorians  fince  their  time,  popiHi  as  well  as  protellant,  have, 
without  examination,  admitted  thefe  affertions  to  be  true  upon, 
their  authority.  But  notwithftanding  the  concurring  teftimony 
of  two  authors,  fo  eminent  both  for  exaftnefs  and  veracity,  we 
may  obferve, 

I.  That  Feiix  Contolori,  who  fearched  the  pontifical  archive* 
for  the  purpofe,  could  not  find  this  pretended  grant  to  Leo*5 
filler  in  any  of  thofe  rcgillers  where  it  muH  neceffanly  have  been 
recorded.  Palav,  p.  5. — 2.  That  the  profits  arifing  from  Indul- 
gences in  Saxony  and  the  adjacent  countries,  had  been  granted 
not  to  Magdalen,  but  to  Albert  archbifliop  of  Mentz,  who  had 
the  right  of  nominating  thofe  v>-ho  publifhed  them.  Seek.  p.  12, 
Luth.  Oper.  i.  pi-xf.  p.  i.     Pakv*  p.  6.-^3.  That  Arcemboldo 

H£V2r 


EMPEROU  CHARLES   V.  115 

Meanwhile,  thefe  novelties  in  Luther's   dcrc-     ^  °jj°  ^ 

trines   which  interefted  all  Germanv,  excited  little    ^ — ^^-^ 

''  152.0. 

attention  and    no   alarm  in    the  court  of  Rome.    The  Court 

,  cf  Rome  at 

Leo,    ibnd  of  eleo-ant  and  refined  pleafures,  intent   fini^iirie- 
upon  great  fchemes  of  policy,  a  llranger  to    theo-    t^cr. 
logical    controverfies,   and    apt    to    defpife    them, 
regarded  with  the    utmofl   indifference  the  opera- 
rations  of  an  obfcure   friar,  who,  in    the  heart  of 
Germany,  carried  on  a  fcholaflic   difputation  in  a 

never  had  concern  in  the  publication  of  Indulgences  in  Saxonv  ; 
his  diftndl  was  Flanders  and  the  Upper  and  Lower  Rhine. 
Seek.  p.  14.  Palav.  p.  5. — 4.  That  Luther  and  his  adhe- 
rents never  mentioned  this  grant  of  Leo's  to  his  fiftcr,  thougli 
a  circumflance  of  which  they  could  hardly  have  been  ignorant, 
and  which  they  would  have  been  careful  not  to  fupprefs. — 5.  The 
publication  of  Indulgences  in  Germany  was  not  ufiiallv  com- 
mitted to  the  Auguftinians.  The  promulgation  of  them,  at 
three  different  periods  under  Julius  II.  was  granted  to  the  Fran- 
cifcans  ;  the  Dominicans  had  been  employed  in  the  fame  office  a 
fhort  time  before  the  prefcnt  period.  Palav,  p.  46. — 6.  The 
promulgation  of  thofe  Indulgences,  which  iirll  excited  Luther's 
indignation,  was  entrufted  to  the  archbifhop  of  Mentz,  in  con- 
junction with  the  guardian  of  the  Francifcans  ;  but  the  latter  hav- 
ing declined  accepting  of  that  truft,  the  fole  right  became  veiled 
in  the  archbifhop.  Palav,  6  Seek.  r6,  17. — 7.  Luther  vras  not  in- 
ftigated  by  his  fuperiors  among  the  Auguftinians  to  attack  the 
Dominicans  their  rirals,  or  to  depreciate  Indulgences  becatife 
they  were  promulgated  by  them  ;  his  oppofition  to  their  opi- 
nions and  vices  proceeded  from  more  laudable  motives.  Seek. 
p.  15.  32.  Lutheri  Opera,  i.  p.  64.  6.  S.  A  diploma  of  Indul- 
gences is  publifhed  by  Kerm.  Vonder  Hardt,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  narae  of  the  guardian  of  the  Francifcans  is  re- 
tained together  with  that  of  the  archbifhop,  although  the  former 
did  not  adl.  The  limits  of  the  country  to  which  their  comr.iifTions 
extended,  viz.  the  diocefe  of  Mjntz,  Magdeburg,  Halberftadt, 
and  the  territories  of  the  marquis  of  Brandenburg,  are  mentioned 
in  that  diploma,  Hift,  Literaria  Reformat,  pars  iv-  p.  14. 
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barbarous  flyle.  Little  did  be  apprebend,  or 
Lutber  bimfelf  dream,  that  tbe  effe^ls  of  tbis 
quarrel  would  be  fo  fatal  to  tbe  papal  fee.  Leo 
imputed  tbe  wbole  to  monadic  enmity  and  emula- 
tion, and  feemed  inclined  not  to  interpofe  in  tbe 
conted,  but  to  allow  tbe  Auguflinians  and  Domi- 
nicans to  wrangle  about  tbe  matter  with  their  ufual 
animofity. 


The  pro- 
grefs  of  Lu- 
thei's  opi- 
nions. 


He  is  fum- 
moned  to 
appear  at 
Rome. 
July  1518. 


The  folicltations,  however,  of  Luther's  adver- 
faries,  who  were  exafperated  to  an  high  degree  by 
tbe  boldnefs  and  feverity  with  which  he  animad- 
verted on  their  writings,  together  with  tbe  furpri- 
fmg  progrefs  which  his  opinions  made  in  different 
parts  of  Germany,  roufed  at  laft  the  attention  of 
tbe  court  of  Rome,  and  obliged  Leo  to  take  mea- 
fures  for  the  fecurity  of  the  church  againft  an  at- 
tack that  now  appeared  too  ferious  to  be  defpifed. 
For  this  end,  he  fummoned  Luther  to  appear  at 
Rome,  within  fixty  days,  before  the  auditor  of 
the  chamber,  and  tbe  Inquifitor-general  Prierias, 
who  had  written  again/l  him,  whom  he  empowered 
jointly  to  examine  bis  doctrines,  and  to  decide 
concerning  them.  He  wrote,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  the  elesSlor  of  Saxony,  befeecbing  him  not  to 
protect  a  man  whofe  heretical  and  profane  tenets 
were  fo  fliocking  to  pious  ear^;  and  enjoined  the 
provincial  of  the  Auguflinians  to  check,  by  his 
authority,  the  rafhnefs  of  an  arrogant  monk, 
which  brought  difgrace  upon  the  order  of  St.  Au- 
guftine,  and  gave  offence  and  diflurbance  to  the 
whole  church. 

From 
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From  the  ilrain  of  thefe  letters,  as  well  as  from 
the  nomination  of  the  judge  fo  prejudiced  and  par- 
tial asPrlerias,  Luther  eafilv  faw  what  fentence  he  TheJ'cpe 
might  expecl  at  Rome.  He  difcovered,  for  that  hl^^c°gl?e^ 
reafon,  the  utmoil  folicitude  to  have  his  caufe  tried  [nCsr-^'^ 
in  Germany,  and  before  a  lefs  fufpecled  tribu-  "^^"^* 
nal.  The  profelfors  in  the  univerfny  of  Witte;n- 
berg,  anxious  for  the  fafety  of  a  man  who  did  fo 
much  honour  to  their  fociety,  wrote  to  the  pope  ; 
and  after  employing  feveral  pretexts  to  excufe  Lu- 
ther from  appearing  at  Rome,  intreated  Leo  to 
commit  the  examination  of  his  dodrines  to  fom.e 
perfons  of  learning  and  authority  in  Germany. 
The  elector  requeited  the  fame  thing  of  the  pope's 
legate  at  the  diet  of  Augfburg ;  and  as  Luther 
himfelf,  who,  at  that  time,  was  fo  far  from  hav- 
ing any  intention  to  difclaim  the  papal  authority, 
that  he  did  not  even  entertain  the  fmallefl  fufpi- 
cion  concerning  its  divine  original,  had  written 
to  Leo  a  mod  fubmnlive  letter,  promifing  an  un- 
referved  compliance  with  his  will ;  the  pope  gra- 
tified them  fo  far  as  to  empower  his  legate  in 
Germany,  cardinal  Cajetan,  a  Dominican,  emi- 
nent for  fcholaflic  learning,  and  paffionately  de- 
voted to  the  Roman  fee,  to  hear  and  determine 
^he  caufe. 

Luther,  though  he  had  good  reafon  to  decline   Luther ap- 
a  judge  chofen  among  his  avowed  adversaries,  did   fu  kgate? 
not  hefitate  about  appearing  before   Cajetan  ;   and 
having  obtained  the  emperor's  fafe-ccnducl:,  imme- 
diately repaired  to  Augfburg.     The    cardinal    re- 
ceived him  w^ith  decent  refpect,  and  endeavoured 

I  3  at 
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^^^^^  at  fir  ft  to  gain  upon  him  by  gentle  treatment, 
'-^^^ — *  The  cardinaL  relying  on  the  fuperiority  of  his  own 
talents  as  a  theologian,  entered  into  a  formal  dif- 
pute  with  Luther  concerning  the  doctrines  con^ 
tained  in  his  thefes  *.  But  the  weapons  which  they 
employed  were  fo  different,  Cajetan  appealing  to 
papal  decrees,  and  the  opinions  of  fchoolmen, 
and  Luther  refcing  er.tircly  on  the  authority  of 
fcripture,  that  the  conteil  was  altogether  fruitlefs. 
The  cardinal  relinouiihed  ihe  chara6ler  of  a  dif- 
putant,  and  aflumnng  that  of  judge,  enjoined  Lu- 
ther, by  virtue  of  the  apoflolic  powers  with  which 
he  was  clothed,  to  retract  the  errors  which  he  had 
uttered  with  regard  to  Lidulgences,  and  the  nature 
of  faith  ;  and  to  abflain,  for  the  future,  from  the 
publication  of  new  and  dangerous  opinions.  Lu- 
ther, fully  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  his  o'^n  tenets, 
and  confirmied  in  the  behef  of  them  by  the  appro- 
bation which  they  had  met  with  among  perfons 
confpicuous  both  f^T  learning  and  piety,  was  fur- 
prifed  at  this  abrupt, mention  of  a  recantation,  be- 
fore any  endeavours  were  ufed  to  convince  him  that 
he  was  miitaken.  He  had  ii:ittered  himfelf,  that  in 
a  conference  concerning  the  points  in  difpute  with 
a  prelate  of  fuch  c'hMnguiilied  abilities,  he  ihoald 
'  be  able  to  remove  many  of  thofe  imputations  with 
Vvhich  the  ignorance  or  malice  of  his  ant-jgoniiLS 
had  loaded  him ;   but  the  high    tone    of  authority 

*  In  the  former  editions  I  aficrtedjiipon  the  authority  of  Father 
Paul,  that  Caietin  thouglit  it  beneath  his  dignity  to  enter  into 
anv  difpute  \^"ith  Luther :  but  M.  Beaufcbre,  in  his  Hiftoire  de 
la  Reformation,  vol.  i.  p.  12:,  5cc.  has  fatisfied  me  that  I  was 
miilakcn.     See  alfo  Seckend.  hb.  i.  p.  46,  S:c. 

<  that 
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that  the  cardinal  aflumed,  extinguifhed  at  once  all 
hopes  of  this  kind,  and  cut  off  every  profpecl   of 
advantage  from  the  interview.      His  native  intrepi-    Hh  intrepid 
dity  of  mind,  however,  did  not   defert  him.     He 
declared  with  the  utmoil  firmnefs,    that  he    could 
nor,  with   a    fafe  confcience,   renounce    opinions 
which  he  believed  to  be  true  ;   nor  fhould  any  con- 
fideration  ever  induce  him  to  do    what   would   ba 
fo   bafe   in  itfelf,  and   fo  offenfive  to   God.      At 
the  fame  time,  he  continued  to  exprefs  no  lefs  re- 
verence than    formerly   for  the   authority  of   the 
apoflolic  fee  ^  ;  he  fignified  his  wiliingnefs  to  fub- 
mit  the   whole    controverfy  to  certain  univerfities 
which  he  named,  and   promifed   neither   to    write 
nor  to  preach  concerning  Indulgences   for  the  fu- 
ture, provided    his    adverfaries   were  likewife   en- 
joined  to   be  filent  with   refpedl  to    them^     All 
thefe   offers   Cajetan  difregarded  or    rejected,  and 
ftill  infifted  peremptorily  on  a  fimple   recantation, 
threatening  him   with   ecclefiaftical  cenfures,   and 
forbidding  him  to    appear  again    in  his  prefence, 
unlefs  he   refolved  inftantly  to   comply  with    w^hat 
he  had  required.     This  haughty  and  violent  man- 
ner   of    proceeding,     as     well    as  other    circum- 
ftances,  gave  Luther's    friends  fuch  fhrong  reafons 
to  fufpecl,   that   even   the    Imperial    fafe-condud 
would     not     be   able   to    prote:.t    him    from    the 
legate's  power     and  refentment,    that   they    pre- 
vailed on   him  to  withdraw  fecretly  from  Augf- 
turg,  and  to  return  to  his  own  country      But  be- 
fore his  departure,  according  to  a  form  of  which 
o  Luth.  Oper«  vol.  i.  p.  164.  r  Ibid.  p.  160. 

1 4  there 


^^o  THE   llEIGN   OF   THE 

there    had   been   fome  examples,    he   prepared  a 
folemii  appeal  from  the  pope  ill-informed  at  that 

1520.  .  •  7    •  r 

His  appeal,  time  concemmg  his  caufe,  to  the  pope  when  he 
Ihouid  receive  more  full  intormation  with  refped 
to  it  \ 

Heisfup-  Cajetan,  enraged  at  Luther's  abrupt  retreat, 

ported  by  ,  ,  ,  ,.         .  r    t  •  1 

theeiedior  and  at  the  publication  or  his  appeal,  wrote  to  tne 
^'^'  elector  of  Saxony,  complaining  of  both;  and 
requiring  him,  as  he  regarded  the  peace  of  the 
church,  or  the  authority  of  its  head,  either  to  fend 
that  feditious  monk  a  prifoner  to  Rome,  or  to 
banilli  him  out  of  his  territories.  It  was  not 
from  theological  confiderations  that  Frederic  had 
hitherto  countenanced  Luther ;  he  feems  to  have 
been  much  a  flrans-er  to  controverfies  of  that 
kind,  and  to  have  been  httle  interefted  in  them. 
Kis  protection  flowed  almoft  entirely,  as  hath 
been  already  obferved,  from  political  motives, 
and  wag  afforded  wich  great  fecrecy  and  caution. 
He  had  neither  heard  any  of  Luther*s  difcourfe?, 
nor  read  any  of  his  books ;  and  though  all  Ger- 
many refounded  with  his  fame,  he  had  never 
once  admitted  him  into  his  prefence  ''.  But  upon 
this  demand  which  the  cardinal  made,  it  became 
BecefTarv  to  throw  off  fomewhat  of  his  former 
reierve.  He  had  been  at  great  expence,  and  had 
beftowed  much  attention  on  founding  a  new  uni- 
vcrfity,  an  objed:  of  coniiderable  importance  to 
every  German  prince  ;  and  forefeeing  how  fatal  a 

<?  Sleid.    Hid.  of  Reform,  p.  7.    Seckend.    p.  45.     Luth. 
Opcr.  i.  165, 

^  Scckeiid-  p.  27,     Sleid.  Hiil.  p.  12. 

blow 
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blow  the  removal  of  Luther  would  be  to  its  re- 
putation ',  he,  under  various  pretexts,  and  with 
manv  profelllons  of  eileem  for  the  cardinal,  a5  well  's-o* 
as  of  reverence  for  the  pope,  not  only  declined  com- 
plying with  either  of  his  requefls,  but  openly  difco- 
vered  great  concern  for  Luther's  fafety  \ 

The  inflexible  riorour  with  which  Caietan  infifled   Mon^^es  of 

o^  J  the  legate  $ 

on  a  fimple  recantation,  gave  great  offence  to  Lu-  conduct, 
ther's  followers  in  that  age,  and  hath  fince  been 
cenfured  as  imprudent  by  feveral  Popifli  writers. 
But  it  was  impoffible  for  the  legate  to  act  another 
part.  The  judges  before  whom  Luther  had  been 
required  to  appear  at  Rome,  v^ere  fo  eager  to  dif- 
play  their  zeal  againil  his  errors,  that,  \\ithout 
waiting  for  the  expiration  of  fixtv  days  allowed 
him  in  the  citation,  they  had  already  condemned 
him  as  an  heretic  u.  Leo  had,  in  feveral  of 
his  briefs  and  letters,  rdgmatlzed  him  as  a  child 
of  iniquity,  and  a  man  given  up  to  a  reprobate 
fenfe.  Nothing  lefs,  therefore,  than  a  recanta- 
tion could  fave  the  honour  of  the  church,  whofe 
maxim  it  is,  never  to  abandon  the  fmalleil  point 
that  it  has  eftablifhed,  and  which  is  even  precluded^ 
by  its  pretenfions  to  infallibility,  from  having  it  in 
its  power  to  do  fo, 

Luther's  fituation  at  this    time,  was  fuch  as   i-uther-s 
would  have  filled  any  other  perfon  with  the    molt  ntuation. 

s  Seckend.  p.  59.     *  Sleid,  Hi;l.  p.  10.    Luth.  Cper.  i.  172. 
•^  ^uther.  Opar.  i.   16 is 

I  difquietin 
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difquieting  apprchenfions.  Ke  could  not  expect 
that  a  prince  fo  prudent  and  cautious  as  Frederic 
vould,  on  his  account,  fet  at  defiance  the  thunders 
of  the  church,  and  brave  the  papal  power,  which 
had  crafhed  fome  of  the  moil  powerful  of  the 
German  emperors.  He  knew  what  veneration 
was  paid,  in  that  age,  to  ecclefiafiical  decifions ; 
what  terrors  ecclefialfical  cenfures  carried  along 
with  them,  and  how  eafily  thefe  might  intimiidate 
and  fhake  a  prince,  who  was  rather  his  protector 
from  policy,  than  his  difciple  from  conviction.  If 
he  mould  be  obliged  to  quit  Saxony,  he  had  no 
profped  of  any  other  afylum,  and  mud  fland  cx- 
pofed  to  whatever  puniihment  the  rage  or  bigotry 
of  his  enennes  could  iniiidl.  Though  fenfible  of 
his  danger,  he  difcovered  no  fymptoms  of  timidity 
or  remiifnefs,  but  continued  to  vindicate  his  own 
condudl  and  opinions,  and  to  inveigh  againil  thofe 
of  his  adverfaries  with  more  vehemence  than 
ever "". 

He  appeals  BuT  at  cvcry  flep 'taken  by  the  court  of  Rome, 
ftouncij."  particularlv  the  irregular  fentence  by  which  he  had 
been  fo  precipitately  declared  a  heretic,  convinced 
Luther  that  Leo  would  foon  proceed  to  the  moft 
violent  meafures  againfl  him,  he  had  recourfe  to 
the  only  expedient  in  his  power,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  effect  of  the  papal  cenfures.  He 
appealed  to  a  general  council,  which  he  affirm.ed 
to  be  the  reprefentative  of  the    catholic   church, 

^  Seckend.  p.  59, 

and 
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and  fuperior  in  power  to  the   pope,    who   belag  a    ^o^^k: 
fallible  man  might  err,  as  St.  Peter,  the   mofl  per-     ^^^v — ' 

rr  ^  'S-O* 

fed  of  his  predeceilors,  had  erred  -"'. 

It  foon  anpeared,  that  Luther  had  not   formed   Anewbuii 

.  ,  .  in  favour  of 

rafh  conjectures  concernm^  the  intentions  of  the  i"'^«i- 
Romifh  church.  A  bull  of  a  date  prior  to  his 
appeal  was  ifTued  by  the  pope,  in  which  he  mag- 
nifies the  virtue  and  efficacy  of  Lidulgences,  in 
terms  as  extravagant  as  any  of  his  predeceflbrs  had 
ventured  to  ufe  in  the  darkeft  ages ;  and  with- 
out applying  fuch  palliatives,  or  mentioning  fuch 
concefTions,  as  a  more  enlightened  period,  and  the 
difpofition  in  the  minds  of  many  men  at  that  junc- 
ture, feemed  to  call  for,  he  required  all  Chriftians 
to  alTent  to  what  he  delivered  as  the  doctrine  of  the 
Catholic  church,  and  fubjecled  thofe  v/ho  fhould 
hold  or  teach  any  contrary  opinion,  to  the  heavieil 
ecclefiadical  cenfures. 

Among    Luther's   followers,  this  bull,    which    M-'-'Jmi- 

lian's  death 

they  confidered  as  an  unjuflinabk  eiF«^rt  of  the  ofadvam- 
pope,  m  order  to  prererve  that  rich  branch  of  his  iiier. 
revenue  which  arofe  from  Indulgences,  produced 
little  effect.  But,  among  the  reft  of  his  country- 
men, fuch  a  clear  decifion  of  the  fovcreign  pontiff 
againft  him,  and  enforced  by  fuch  dreadful  penal- 
ties, mud  have  been  attended  with  confequences 
very  fatal  to  his  caufe  ;  if  thefe  had  not  been  pre- 
vented in  a  great  meafiiKe  by  the  death  of  the 
emperor  Maximilian,  whom   both   his    principles   Js'^-t?, 

ySleid.  Hifl   12.     Luth»  Open  i.  179. 

8  and 
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and  his  intereil  prompted  to  fupport  the  authority 
of  the  holy  fee.  In  confequence  of  this  event, 
'^*''*  the  vicariat  of  that  part  of  Germany  which  is 
governed  by  the  Saxon  laws,  devolved  to  the 
eledor  of  Saxony ;  and  under  the  fhelter  of  his 
friendly  adminiftration,  Luther  not  only  enjoyed 
tranquillity,  but  his  opinions  were  fufFercd,  during 
the  interregnum  which  preceded  Charles's  elec- 
tion, to  take  root  in  different  places,  and  to  grow 
up  to  fonie  degree  of  (Irength  and  firmnefs.  At 
the  fame  time,  as  the  election  of  an  emperor  was  a 
point  more  intereiling  to  Leo  than  a  theological 
controverfy,  which  he  did  not  underfland,  and  of 
which  he  could  not  forefee  the  confequences,  he 
was  fo  extremely  folicitous  not  to  irritate  a  prince 
of  fuch  confiderable  influence  in  the  electoral 
college  as  Frederic,  that  he  difcovcred  a  great  un- 
willingnefs  to  pronounce  the  fentence  of  excom- 
munication againfl  Luther,  which  his  adverfaries 
continually  demanded  with  the  mod  clamorous  im* 
pprtunity. 

Sufpernon  To  thefc  political  views  of  the  pcne,  as  well  as 
ings  againft  to  his  natural  averiion  from  fevere  meafures,  was 
owing  the  fufpenfion  of  any  further  proceedings 
againft  Luther  for  eighteen  months.  Perpetual 
negociations,  however,  in  order  to  bring  the  mat- 
ter to  fomc  amicable  ifliie,  was  carried  on  dur- 
ing that  fpace.  The  manner  in  wiiich  thefe 
were  conducted  having  given  Luther  many  oppor- 
tunies  of  obferving  the  corruption  of  the  court  of 
Rome ;    its  obflinacy   in   adhering   to  ellabhfhed 

errors ; 


EMPEROR   CHARLES    V.  2ts 

errors;  and  its  indifference  about  truth,    however    ^^j^^ 
clearly  propofed,  or  flrongly   proved,  he  began  to    ^-'^.--^^ 
Utter  fome  doubts    with    regard     to     the     divme   f^^j^^^.-^, 
original    of  the  papal   authority.     A  public  difpu-   ^°g',^||,j;\He 
tation   was    held    upon    this     important     queftion  Pj^p^^^^"" 
at  Leipfic,   between  Luther  and  Eccius,    one    of 
his  mod  learned  and  formidable  antagonifts  ;  but  it 
was  as  fruitlefs    and   indecifive  as  fuch    fchoiaflic 
combats  ufually  prove.     Both    parties  boated   of 
having    obtained   the    victory ;    both    were    con- 
firmed in    their  own  opinions ;     and    no  progrefs 
was  made  towards  deciding  the    point  in  contro-     ■ 
verfy  ^ 

Nor  did  this  fplrit  of  oppofition  to  the  doc-  J^J^J"^;^^'^'" 
trines  and  ufurpations  of  the  Romifa  church  break  f^'J;'^^"' 
out  in  Saxony  alone  ;  an  attack  no  lefs  violent, 
and  occafioned  by  the  fame  caufes,  was  made 
upon  them  about  this  time  in  Switzerland.  The 
Francifcans  being  entrufted  with  the  promulgation 
of  Indulgences  in  that  country,  executed  their 
commilTion  with  the  fame  indifcretion  and  rapa- 
cioufnefs,  which  had  rendered  the  Dominicans  fo 
odious  in  Germany.  They  proceeded,  nevertheiefs, 
with  uninterrupted  faccefs  till  they  arrived  at 
Zurich.  There  Zuinglius,  a  man  not  inferior  to 
Luther  himfelf  in  zeal  and  intrepidity,  ventured 
to  oppofe  them  ;  and  being  animated  v,ith  a  re- 
publican boldnefs,  and  free  from  thofe  reftraints 
which  fubjeciion  to  the  will   of  a  prince   impofed 

«  Luth.  Oper.  i,  199. 

cn 
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B  o^o  K  on  the  German  reformer,  he  advanced  with  more 
>- — -— ^  daring  and  rapid  fleps  to  overturn  the  wHole  fabric 
^^^°'  of  the  eflabhihcd  reHgion  %  The  appearance  of 
fuch  a  vigorous  auxiliary,  and  the  progrefs  which 
he  made,  was,  at  firft,  matter  of  great  jov  to  Luther. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  decrees  of  the  univerlities 
of  Cologne  and  Louvain,  which  pronounced  his 
opinions  to  be  erroneous,  afforded  great  caufc  of 
tiiumph  to  his  adverfaries. 

Lutbei's  But    the    undaunted  fpirit  of  Luther  acquired 

boldnefs  ii«*  ir*ir  •     n  r 

and  pro-  additional  lortitude  from  every  mitance  or  oppo- 
fition,  and  pufhing  on  his  inquiries  and  attacks 
from  one  doctrine  to  another,  he  began  to  fhake 
the  firmell:  foundations  on  which  the  wealth  or 
power  of  the  church  were  eflabliftied.  Leo  came 
at  lad  to  be  convinced,  that  all  hopes  of  reclaiming 
him  by  forbearance  were  vain ;  feveral  prelates 
of  great  wifdom  exclaimed  no  lefs  than  Luther's 
perfonal  ad\nsrfarles,  agaiaft  the  pope's  unprece- 
dented lenity  in  permitting  an  incorrigible  he- 
retic, who  during  three  years  had  been  endeavour* 
ing  to  fubvert  every  thing  facred  and  venerable, 
flill  to  remain  within  the  bofom  of  the  church  ; 
the  dignity  of  the  papal  fee  rendered  the  mod 
vigorous  proceedings  neceifary  ;  the  new  emperor, 
it  was  hoped,  would  fupport  its  auihonty ;  nor 
did  it  feem  probable  that  the  elector  of  Saxony 
would  fo  far  forget  his  ufual  caution,  as  to 
fet   himfelf  in   oppofition  to  their  united  power* 

a  Skid.  Hift,  22.     Seckend.  59. 
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The   college  of    cardinals   was    often    aiTenibled, 


in  order  to  prepare  the  fentence  with  dike 
deliberation,  and  the  ablefl  canonifts  were  con- 
fulted  how  it  might  be  expreiTed  with  unex- 
ceptionable formality.  At  lafl,  on  the  fifteenth  n.^riofet- 
of  Tune,  one  thoufand  live  hundred  and  twentv,  "tior.  pub- 
the  bull,  fo  fatal  to  the  church  of  Rome,  was  ^z'^^-^^  ^im. 
iflued.  Forty-one  propofitions,  extracted  out  of 
Luther's  works,  are  therein  condemned  as  here- 
tical, fcandalous,  and  ofFenfive  to  pious  ears;  all 
perfons  are  forbidden  to  read  his  writings,  upon 
pain  of  excommunication  ;  fuch  as  had  any  of 
them  in  their  cufcody  were  commanded  to  com-- 
mit  them  to  the  fiames ;  he  himfelf,  if  he 
did  not,  within  fixty  davs,  publicly  recant  his 
errors,  and  burn  his  books,  is  pronounced  an 
obflinate  heretic ;  is  excommunicated,  and  deli- 
vered unto  Satan  for  the  deilruo'lon  of  his  fie  Hi ; 
and  all  fecular  princes  are  required,  under  pain 
of  incurring  the  fame  cenfiire,  to  feize  his  per- 
fon,  that  he  might  be  puniflied  as  his  crimes  de- 
ferved  b. 


Ths  publication  of  this  bull  in  Germany  ex-  Theefre^H 
cited  various  paffions  in  different  places.  Luther's  oeim*-!^^ 
adverfaries  exulted ^  as  if  his  party  and  opinions 
had  been  crulhed  at  once  by  fuch  a  decifive 
blow.  His  followers,  whofe  reverence  for  the 
papal  authority  daily  diminifhed,  read  Leo's 
anathemas    with     more  indignation   than    terror. 

^  ?akvic.  27,  Luth.  Opsr.  i,  423. 

In 
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In  fome  cities,  the  people  violently  obflruci:ed  ths 
promulgation  of  the  bull  j  in  others,  the  perfons 
^^^°'  who  attempted  to  publifli  it  were  infulted,  and  the 
bull  itielf  was  torn  in  pieces,  and  trodden  under 
foot '. 

andupcn  This  fentcHce,    which  he  had   for   fome  time 

Luther. 

Nov.  J 7.  expeded,  did  not  difconcert  or  intimidate  Luther. 
After  renewing  his  appeal  to  the  general  council, 
he  publifhed  remarks  upon  the  bull  of  excom- 
munication ;  and  being  now  perfuaded  that  Leo 
had  been  guilty  both  of  impiety  and  injuftice  in 
his  proceedings  againfl  him,  he  boldly  declared 
the  pope  to  be  that  man  of  fm,  or  Antichrill, 
Vvhofe  appearance  is  foretold  in  the  New  Tefla- 
ment ;  he  declaimed  againil  his  tyranny  and 
ufurpations  w^ith  greater  violence  than  ever  ;  he 
exhorted  all  Chrifrian  princes  to  fhake  off  fuch  an 
Ignominious  yoke  ;  and  boafied  of  his  own  happi- 
nefs  in  being  marked  out  as  the  object  of  eccle- 
fiaftical  indignation,  becaufe  he  had  ventured  to 
alTert  the  hberty  of  m.ankind.  Nox  did  he  con- 
Tine  his  cxpreffions  of  contempt  for  the  papal 
power  to  words  alone  ;  Leo  having,  in  execution 
of  the  bull,  appointed  Luther's  books  to  be  burnt 
at  Rome,  he,  by  way  of  retaliation,  affembled 
all  the  profefTors  and  fludents  in  the  univerfity 
of  \Vittemberg,  and  with  great  pomp,  in  pre- 
fence  of  a  vaft  multitude  of  fpedators,  caft  the 
volumes   of   the  canon   law,    together  with    the 

^  Weekend,  p.  T16. 
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Duil  of  excommunication,  into  the  flames ;  and 
his  example  was  imitated  in  feveral  cities  of  Ger- 
many. The  mariner  in  which  he  juflified  this  action  '5^^* 
was  Hill  more  offenfive  than  the  action  itfelf.  Hav- 
ing colledled  from,  the  canon  law  fome  of  the  mod 
extravagant  propoutions  with  regard  to  the  pleni- 
tude  and  omnipotence  of  the  papal  power,  as  well  as 
the  fubordination  of  all  fecular  jurifdiclion  to  the 
authority  of  the  holy  fee,  he  publifhed  thefe  with  a 
commentary ;  pointing  out  the  impiety  of  fuch 
tenets,  and  their  evident  tendency  to  fubvert  all  civil 
government  '^, 

Suck  was  the  proQ-refs  which  Luther  had  made,   sra?5ofthe 

n  r     1   '  1  r^^  Reforms- 

and  fuch  the  Ilate  or  his  party,  wnen  Charles  tion  when 
arrived  in  Germany.  No  fecular  prince  had  arrived  .n 
hitherto  embraced  Luther's  opinions;  no  change 
in  the  eilablilhed  forms  of  v/orlhip  had  been  intro . 
duced ;  and  no  encroachments  had  been  made 
Upon  the  polTeffions  or  jurifdidtion  of  the  clergy  ; 
neither  party  had  yet  proceeded  to  action ;  and 
the  controverfy,  though  conducted  with  great 
heat  and  pallion  on  both  fides,  was  ftill  carried  on 
with  its  proper  vv^eapons,  with  thefes,  difputations, 
and  replies.  A  deep  im^preiTion,  hovrever,  was 
inade  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  ;  their  reve- 
rence for  ancient  inftitutions  and  doctrines  v/as 
fliaken ;  and  the  materials  were  already  fcattered, 
which  kindled  into  the  eombuflion  that  fooii 
fpread  over  all  Germany.     Students  crowded  froai 

^Xuth.  Oper.  ii.  3i6e 
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every  province  of  the  empire  to  Wittemberg.; 
and  under  Luther  himfelf,  Melancthon,  Carlofta- 
'^"°'  dius,  and  other  mailers  then  reckoned  eminent, 
imbibed  opinions,  which,  on  their  return,  they 
propagated  among  their  countrymen,  who  liflened 
to  them  with  that  fond  attention,  which  truth, 
when  accompanied  with  novelty,  naturally  com- 
mands ^ 

Refleaio-s"       DuRiNG  the   courfe   of  thefe  tranfaflions,   the 

upon  the  , 

conduct  of  court  of  Rome,  thoup-h  under  the  direction  of  one 
of  its  ablefl  pontiffs,  neither  formed  its  fchemes 
with  that  profound  fagacity,  nor  executed  them 
with  that  fleady  perfeverance,  which  had  long 
rendered  it  the  mofl  perfect  model  of  political 
wifdom  to  the  reft  of  Europe.  When  Luther 
began  to  declaim  againft  Indulgences,  two  dif- 
ferent methods  of  treating  him  lay  before  the 
pope  ;  by  adopting  one  of  which,  the  attempt, 
it  is  probable,  might  have  been  crulhed,  and  by 
the  other  it  might  have  been  rendered  innocent. 
If  Luther's  firft  departure  from  the  dodrines  of 
the  church  had  inftantly  drawn  upon  him  the 
weight  of  its  cenfures,  the  dread  of  thefe  might 
have  reftrained  the  eledor  of  Saxony  from  protect- 
ing him,  might  have  deterred  the  people  from 
liftening  to  his  difcourfes,  or  even  might  have, 
overawed  Luther  himfelf, ;  and  his  name,  like 
that  of  many  good  men  before  his  time,  would 
now  have  been  known  to  the  world  only  for  his 

^  Scckend.  59. 
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jhonefl  but  ilUIined  effort  to  correct  the  corruptions 
of  the  Romifh  church.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
the  pope  had  early  teftified  fome  difpleafure  with 
the  vices  and  exceffes  of  the  friars  who  had  been 
employed  in  pubhfning  Indulgences ;  if  he  had 
forbidden  the  mentioning  of  controverted  points 
in  difcourfes  addrelfed  to  the  people  ;  if  he  had 
enjoined  the  difputants  on  both  fides  to  be  filent ; 
if  he  had  been  careful  not  to  rifque  the 
credit  of  the  church  by  defining  articles  which 
had  hitherto  been  left  undetermined ;  Luther 
would,  probably,  have  ftopt  fliort  at  his  fiift 
difcoveries  :  he  w^ould  not  have  been  forced,  in 
felf-defence,  to  venture  upon  new  ground,  and 
the  w^hole  controverfy  might  pouibly  have  died 
away  infeniibly  ;  or  being  confined,  eniirely  to  the 
fchools,  might  have  been  carried  on  with  as  little 
detriment  to  the  peace  and  unity  of  the  Romifh 
church  as  that  Vv^hich  the  Francifcans  maintained 
with  the  Dominicans  concerning  the  immaculate 
conception,  or  that  between  the  Janfeniits  and 
Jefuits  concerning  the  operations  of  grace.  But 
Leo,  by  ilucluating  bet\veen  thefe  oppofite  fyflems^ 
and  by  embracing  them  alternately,  defeated 
the  effects  of  both.  By  an  improper  exertion 
of  authority,  Luther  was  exafperated,  but  not 
reflraiaed.  By  a  miftaRen  exercife  of  lenity,  time 
was  given  for  his  opinions  to  fpread,  but  no 
progrefs  was  made  towards  reconciling  him  to  the 
church ;  and  even  the  fentence  of  excommuni- 
cation J  which  at  another  juncture  might  have  been 
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deciTive,  \vas  delayed  fo  long,  that  it  became  atlafl 

fcarcely  an  object  of  terror. 
1520* 

indupon  SucH  a  feiics   of  errors  in  the  meafures  of  a 

the  condufl  .  n    i  • 

3f:Luther.  court  feldom  chargeable  with  miltaking  its  own 
true  intereft,  is  not  more  aftonifhing  than  the 
wifdom  which  appeared  in  Luther's  condu6t» 
Though  a  per  fed  flranger  to  the  maxims  of  worldly 
wifdom,  and  incapable,  from  the  impetuofity  of 
his  temper,  of  obferving  them,  he  was  led  na- 
turally by  the  method  in  which  he  made  his  dif- 
coveries  to  carry  on  his  operations  in  a  manner 
which  contributed  mors  to  their  fuccefs,  than 
if  every  (lep  he  took  had  been  prefcribed  by  the 
mofl  artful  policy.  At  the  time  when  he  fet  him= 
felf  to  oppofe  Tetzel,  he  was  far  from  intending 
that  reformation  which  he  afterwards  efFefted; 
and  would  have  trembled  with  horror  at  the 
thoughts  of  what  at  lafl  he  gk)ried  in  accom- 
plifning.  The  knowledge  of  truth  v/as  not  poured 
into  his  mind  all  at  once,  by  any  fpecial  reve* 
iation  ;  he  acquired  it  by  induilry  and  meditation^ 
"and  his  progrefs,  of  confequence,  was  gradual. 
The  doctrines  of  popery  are  fo  clafely  conne^ted^ 
that  the  expofmg  of  one  error  conducted  him 
naturalW  to  the  deteQion  of  others;  and  all  the 
parts  of  that  artificial  fabric  were  fo  united  to- 
gether, that  the  pulling  down  of  one  loofened  the: 
foundation  of  the  reft,  and  rendered  it  more  eafy 
to  overturn  them.  In  confuting  the  extravagant 
tenets  concerning  Indulgences^  he  was  obliged  to- 
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inquire  Into  the  true  caufe  of  our  j unification  and 
acceptance  with  God.  Tue  x^iowiedge  of  that 
difcovered  to  him  by  decree?  the  inutih'ty  of 
pilgrimages  and  penances ;  the  vanity  of  relying 
on  the  interceflion  of  faints ;  the  impiety  of  wor- 
fhipping  them  ;  the  abufes  of  auricular  confeflion  ; 
and  the  imaginary  exigence  of  purgatory.  The 
detedion  of  fo  many  errors,  led  him  of  courfe  to 
confider  the  charader  of  the  clergy  who  taught 
them ;  and  their  exorbitant  wealth,  the  fevere 
injunction  of  celibacy,  together  with  the  intolerable 
rigour  of  mcnaflic  vows,  appeared  to  him  the 
great  fources  of  their  corruption.  From  thence, 
it  was  but  one  flep  to  call  in  qucftion  the  divine 
original  of  the  papal  power,  which  authorifed 
and  fupported  fuch  a  fyftem  of  errors.  As  the 
unavoidable  refult  of  the  whole,  he  difclaimed  the 
infallibility  of  the  pope,  the  decifions  of  fchoolmen, 
or  any  other  human  authority,  and  appealed  to 
the  word  of  God  as  the  only  flandard  of 
theological  truth.  To  this  gradual  progrefs  Lu- 
ther owed  his  fuccefs.  His  hearers  were  not 
fhocked  at  hrfl  by  any  prcpofition  too  repugnant 
to  their  ancient  prejudices,  or  too  remote  from 
eflablifhed  opinions.  They  were  conducted  infeii- 
fibly  from  one  doclrine  to  another.  Their  faith 
and  conviftion  were  able  to  keep  pace  with 
his  difcoveries.  To  the  fame  caufe  was  owing 
the  inattention,  and  even  indifference,  with  which 
Leo  viewed  Luther's  firft  proceedings.  A  direct 
or  violent  attack  upon  the  authority  of  the  church 
vpuld  at  once  have  drawn  upon  Luther  the  whole 
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weight  of  Its  vengeance ;  but  as  tbis  was  far  from 
his  thoughts,  as  he  continued  long  to  profefs 
great  refpect  fcr^  the  pope,  and  made  repeated 
cfFers  of  fubmiffion  to  his  decifions,  there  feemed 
to  be  no  reafon  for  apprehending  that  he  would 
prove  the  author  of  any  defperate  revolt ;  and  he 
was  fuffered  to  proceed  ftep  by  Hep,  in  under- 
mining the  conPLitution  of  the  church,  until  the 
remedy  applied  at  lad  came  too  late  to  produce 
any  effedo 

An  inquiry  BuT  whatever   advantages   Luther's   caufe   de- 

caufes  rived  either  from  the  miitakes  or  his  adveriaries, 

tributed°ro'  or  fi'om  his  own  good  condud",   the   fudden  pro- 

cAhni!^  grefs  and  hrm     efrablifhment     of     his    doctrines 

4Cimation.  p-,^^|].  p^Q|-  i^^  afcribed    to  thefe    alone.     The   fame 

corruptions  in  the  church  of  Rome  which  he 
condemned,  had  been  attacked  long  before  his 
time.  The  fame  opinions  which  he  now  pro- 
pagated, had  been  publiihed  in  different  places, 
and  were  fupported  by  the  fame  arguments. 
"Waldus  in  the  twelfth  century,  V\/'ickliif  in  the 
fourteenth,  and  Kufs  in  the  fifteenth,  had  in- 
veighed againfl  the  errors  of  popery  with  great 
boldnefs,  and  confuted  them  with  more  ingenuity 
and  learning  than  could  have  been  expected  in 
thofe  illiterate  ages  in  which  they  flouriihed» 
But  all  thefe  premature  attempts  towards  a  re- 
formation proved  abortive.  Such  feeble  lights, 
incapable  of  difpelling  the  darknefs  which  then 
covered  the  church,  were  foon  extinguifhed  ;  and 
though  the  doctrines  of  thefe  pious  men  produced 
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fome  efFecls,  and  left  fome  traces  in  the  couJitries 
where  they  taught,  they  were  neither  extenfive 
nor  confiderable.  Many  powerful  caufes  contri- 
buted to  facilitate  Luther's  progrefs,  which  either 
did  not  exiit,  or  did  not  operate  with  full  force 
in  their  days  ;  and  at  that  critical  and  mature 
junclure  wheti  he  appeared,  circumuiances  of  every 
kind  concurred  in  rendering  each  Hep  that  he  took 
fuccefsful. 


> 


The  long  and  fcandalous  fchifin  which  divided  The  long 
the  church  during  the  latter  part  of  the  four-  the  four- 
teenth, and  the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  cen-  tury. 
turies,  had  a  great  effect  in  diminifhing  the  venera- 
tion \yith  which  the  world  had  been  accuflomed  to 
view  the  papal  dignity.  Two  or  three  contend- 
ing pontiffs  roaming  about  Europe  at  a  time ; 
fawning  on  the  princes  whom  they  wanted  to 
gain ;  extorting  large  funis  of  money  from  the 
countries  which  acknowledged  their  authority; 
excommunicating  their  rivals,  and  curfmg  thofe 
who  adhered  to  them,  difcredited  their  pretenfions 
to  infallibility,  and  expofed  both  their  perfons 
and  their  office  to  contempt.  The  laity,  to  whom 
all  parties  appealed,  came  to  learn  that  fome  right 
of  private  judgment  belonged  to  them,* and  ac- 
quired the  exercife  of  it  fo  far  as  to  chufe,  among 
thefe  infallible  guides,  whom  they  would  pleafe  to 
follow.  The  proceedings  of  the  councils  of  Con- 
fiance  and  Bafil  fpread  this  difrefped  for  the 
Romifh  fee  flill  wider,  and  by  their  bold  exertion 
©f  authority  in  depofmg  and  electing  popes,  taught 
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^  "iL  ^     ^^^  that  there  was   In  the   church  a  jurifdi^^Iori 
fuperior  even  to  the  papal  power,  which  they  had 


i<;20. 


long  believed  to  be  fupreme. 


The  ponti-  The  woimd  glvcn  on  that  occafipn  to  the  papal 
y^'exander  authorltv  was  fcarccly  healed  up,  whcn  the  ponti-. 
}uiiu^iL'  cates  of  Alexander  VI.  and  Julius  II.  both  able 
princes,  but  dereftable  ecclefiaflics,  raifed  new 
fcandal  in  Chriflendom.  The  profligate  morals 
of  the  former  in  private  life  ;  the  fraud,  the  injuf- 
tice,  and  cruelty  of  his  pubhc  adminiftration,  place 
him  on  a  level  with  thofe  tyrants,  whofe  deeds 
are  the  greatefl  reproach  to  human  nature.  The 
latter,  though  a  ftranger  to  the  odious  paffions 
which  prompted  his  predecefTor  to  commit  fq 
niany  unnatural  crimes,  was  under  the  dominion 
of  a  refllefs  and  ungovernable  ambition,  that 
fcorned  all  confiderations  of  gratitude,  of  decency^ 
or  of  juftice,  when  they  obflructed  the  execution 
of  his  fchemes.  It  was  hardly  poflible  to  bs 
firmly  perfuaded  that  ~  the  infallible  knowledge 
of  a  religion,  whofe  chief  precepts  are  purity 
and  humility,  was  depofited  in  the  breads  of  the 
profligate  Alexander  or  the  overbearing  Julius. 
The  opinion  of  thofe  who  exalted  the  authority 
©f  a  council  above  that  of  the  pope,  fpread 
wonderfully  under  their  pontificates :  and  as  the 
emperor  and  French  kings,  who  were  alternately 
engaged  in  hoflilitics  with  thofe  a6live  pontiffs, 
permitted  and  even  encouraged  their  fubjefts  to 
expr-fe  their  vices  with  all  the  violence  of  invedive 
and    all    the    petulance   of  ridicule,   men's    ears 
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pelng  accuflomed  to  thefe,  were  not  fhocked  with  ^^^j^^ 
the  bold  or  ludicrous  difcourfes  of  Luther  and  his  *--^'^**, 
followers  concerning  the  papal  dignity.  *^*^* 

Nor  were  fuch  exeefles  confined  to  the  head  of  Theimmo« 

ral  ives  of 

the  church  alone.  Many  of  the  dignified  clergy,  the  clergy, 
jfecular  as  well  as  regular,  being  the  younger  fons 
of  noble  families,  who  had  aifunied  the  eccle- 
fiaflical  character  for  no  other  reafon  but  that 
they  found  in  the  church  flations  of  great  dignity 
and  affluence,  were  accuflomed  totally  to  negled 
the  duties  of  their  ofHce,  and  indulged  themfelves 
without  referve  in  all  the  vices  to  which  great 
wealth  and  idlenefs  naturally  give  birth.  Though 
the  inferior  clergy  were  prevented  by  their 
poverty  from  imitating  the  expenfive  luxury  of 
their  fuperiors,  yet  grofs  ignorance  and  low  de- 
bauchery rendered  them  as  contemptible  as  the 
other  were  o  :ious '.  The  fevere  and  unnatural 
law  of  celibacy,  to  which  both  were  equally  fub« 
jecl,    occalioned   fuch  irregularities,  that  in  fev( 


v,» 


^  The  corrupt  flate  of  the  church  prior  to  the  Reformation, 
is  acknowledged  by  an  author,  who  was  both  abundantly 
able  to  judge  concerning  this  matter,  and  who  was  not  over- 
forward  to  confefs  it.  "  For  fome  years  (fays  Bellarmine)  before 
the  Lutheran  and  Calviniftic  herefies  were  published,  there 
was  not  (as  contemporary  authors  teflify)  any  feverity  in  eccle- 
fiafti^rai  judicatories,  any  difcipline  with  regard  to  morals,  any 
knowledge  of  facred  literature,  any  reverence  for  divine  things  ; 
there  was  not  almoil  any  rehgion  remaining.''  Bellarminas 
Concio  xxviii.  Oper.  torn.  vi.  col.  296.  edit  Colon.  1617.  apud 
Qerdefji  Hill.  Evan.  Renovati,  yoI.  i.  p.  25. 
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ral  parts  of  Europe  the  concubinage  of  priefts 
was  not  only  permitted,  bu.t  enjoined.  The  em- 
ploying of  a  remedy  fo  contrary  to  the  precepts 
of  the  Chriilian  religion,  is  the  flrongefl  proof 
that  the  crimes  it  was  intended  to  prevent  were 
both  numerous  and  flagrant.  Long  before  the 
fixteenth  century,  many  authors  of  great  name  and 
authority  give  fuch  defcriptions  of  the  diifoiute 
morals  of  the  clergy,  as  feem  almoil-  incredible 
in  the  prefent  age  ^.  The  voluptuous  hves  of 
ecclefiaftics  occaiioned  great  fcandal,  not  only 
becaufe  their  manners  were  inconfiftent  wath  their 
facred  chara6ter ;  but  the  laity  being  accuflomed 
to  fee  feveral  of  them  raifed  from  the  loweil 
ftations  to  the  greated  affluence,  did  not  (hew 
the  fame  indulgence  to  their  excefies,  as  to  thofe 
of  perfons  poifeiTed  of  hereditary  wealth  or  gran- 
deur; and  viewing  their  condition  with  more 
envy,     they   cenfured   their   crimes   with   greater 

feverity. 

2  Centum  Gravamina  Nation.  German,  in  Fafciculo,  Rer. 
expctend.  &  fagiendarum,  per  Ortuiniim  Gratium,  vol.  i. 
361.  See  innumerable  paffages  to  the  fame  purpofe  in  the 
appendix,  or  fecond  volume,  publiilied  by  Edw.  Brown.  See 
alfo  Herm.  vender  Hardt.  Hifl.  Lit.  Reform,  pars  iii.  and  the 
vaft  colledtions  of  Walchius  in  his  four  volumes  of  Monumenta 
Medii-Svi.    Getting.  1757. 

The  authors  I  have  quoted  enumerate  the  vices  of  the  clergy. 
When  they  ventured  upon  aftions  manifeitly  crim.inal,  we  may 
conclude  that  they  would  be  lefs  fcrupulous  with  refpeft  to  the 
decorum  ©f  behaviour.  Accordingly  their  negle(!:1  of  the 
decent  condu6l  fuitable  to  their  profeffion,  feems  to  have  given 
great  offence.      In  order  to  illuftrate  this,  I  (hall   tranfcribe 

fine 
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feveiity.  Nothing,  therefore,  could  be  more  ac-  ^^^i^^ 
ceptable  to  Luther's  hearers,  than  the  violence  with 
which  he  exclaimed  againfl  the  immoralides  of 
churchmen,  and  every  perfon  in  his  audience  could, 
from  his  own  obfervation,  confirm  the  truth  of  his 
invectives. 

The    fcandal  of  thefe  crimes   was    greatly    in-   Tv.efaciiiry 

^  .        with  which 

creafed  by  the  facility  with  w-hich  fuch  as  commit-  thefe  immo- 
ted  them  obtained  pardon.  In  all  the  European  pardoned, 
kingdoms,  the  impotence  of  the  civil  magidrate, 
under  forms  of  government  extremely  irregular 
and  turbulent,  made  it  neceifary  to  relax  the 
rigour  of  juftice,  and  upon  payment  of  a  certain 
fine  or  compofltion  prefcribed  by  law,  judges 
were  accuftomed  to  remit  farther  punifhment, 
even  of  the  mod  atrocious  crimes.  The  court  of 
Rome,  always  attentive  to  the  means  of  aug- 
menting its  revenues,  imitated  this   practice  ;  and. 


one  paffage,  becaufe  it  is  taken  not  from  any  author  wliofe 
profeiTed  purpofe  it  was  to  defcribe  the  improper  conduct 
of  the  clergy  ;  and  who,  from  prejudice  or  artifice,  may  be 
fuppofed  to  aggravate  the  charge  againft  them.  The  emperor 
Charles  IV.  in  a  letter  to  the  archbifhop  of  Mentz,  A.D.  1359, 
exhorting  him  to  feform  the  diforders  of  the  clerg\^,  thus  ex- 
prefles  himfelf :  "  De  Chnili  patrimonio,  ludos,  hafliludia  & 
torneamenta  exercent ;  habit um  militarem  cum  prsetextis  aureis 
ct  argenteis  geilant,  et  calceos  militares ;  comam  et  bar- 
bam  nutriunt,  &  nihil  quod  ad  vitam  et  ordinem  ecclefiafticum 
fpeclat,  oftendunt.  Mihtaribus  fe  duntaxat  et  fecularibus 
adibus,  vita  et  moribus,  in  fiiae  falutis  difpendium,  et  generale 
populi  fcandaium,  immifcent."  Codex  Diplomaticus  Anec- 
4otorum,  per  Val.  ferd.  Gudcnum,    4^0.   vol.  iii.  p.  43S. 
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BOOK  ^y  aprepofterous  accommodation  of  It  to  religious 
i^zo,  concerns,  granted  its  pardons  to  fuch  tranfgreflbrs 
as  gave  a  fum  of  money  in  order  to  purchafc 
them.  As  the  idea  of  a  compofition  for  crimes 
was  then  familiar,  this  fhrange  traffic  was  fo  far 
from  fhocking  mankind,  that  it  foon  became  ge- 
neral ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  any  impofition  ia 
carrying  it  on,  the  officers  of  the  Roman  chancery 
publifned  a  book,  containing  the  precife  fum  to  be 
exacted  for  the  pardon  of  every  particular  fm. 
A  deacon,  guilty  of  murder,  was  abfolved  for 
twenty  crowns.  A  bifhop,  or  abbot,  might  aflaf- 
fmate  for  three  hundred  livres.  Any  ecclefiaflic 
might  violate  his  vov/s  of  chaility,  even  with  the 
moft  aggravating  circumflances,  for  the  third  part 
of  that  fum.  Even  fuch  (hocking  crimes  as  occur 
feldom  in  human  life,  and  perhaps  exifl  only  In 
the  impure  imagination  of  a  cafuifl,  were  taxed  at 
a  very  moderate  rate.  When  a  more  regular  and 
perfect  mode  of  difpenfmg  juflice  came  to  be 
introduced  nito  civil  courts,  the  practice  of  paying 
a  compofition  for  crimes  went  gradually  into  difufe; 
and  mankind  having  acquired  more  accurate 
jaotions  concerning  religion  and  morality,  the 
conditions  on  which  the  court  of  Rome  beftowed 
Jts  pardons  appeared  Impious,  and  were  confi- 
dered  as  one  great  fource  of  ecclefiaftical  cor- 
ruption ^. 

^  Fafcicul.  Rer.  expet.  Sc  fug.  i.  3^$,  J.  G.  Schelhornii 
Amsenit.  Literar.  Francof.  1725.  vol.  ii.  369.  DiAion.  de 
Bayle,  Artie.  Banck  &  Tuppius.  Taxa  Cancellar.  Ronanac, 
edit.  Francof.  1651.  paffim. 

This 
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This  degeneracy  of  maimers  among  the  clergy    book 
might  have  been  tolerated,  perhaps,  with  greater    ^-v^*»i 
indulgence,  if  their  exorbitant  riches  and  power  had  xheexorw- 
not  enabled  them,  at  the  fame  time,  to  encroach  on  oahr^^  ^ 
the  rights  of  every  other  order  of  men.     It  is  the  ^•^"''^^* 
genius  of  fuperflition,  fond  of  vvhatever  is  pompous 
or  grand,  to  fet  no  bounds  to  its  liberality  tov^-ards 
perfons  whom  it  efteems  facred,  and  to  think  its 
expreffions  of  regard  defe£l:ive,  unlefs  it  hath  raifed 
them  to  the  height  of  wealth  and  authonty.    Hence 
fiowed  the  extenfive  revenues  and  jurifdiction  pof- 
feffed  by  the  church  in  every  country  in  Europe, 
and  which  were  become  intolerable  to  the  laity, 
from  whofe  undifcerning  bounty  they  were  at  firil 
derived. 

The  burden,  however,  of  ecclefiaftical  oppref-  particularly 
fion,  had  fallen  with  fuch  peculiar  weight  on  the  many, 
Germans,  as  rendered  them,  though  naturally  ex- 
empt from  levity,  and  tenacious  of  their  ancient 
cuftoms,  more  inclinable  than  any  people  in  Eu- 
rope to  liflen  to  thofe  who  called  on  them  to  aflert 
their  liberty.     During  the  long  contefls  between 
the  popes  and  emperors  concerning  the  right  of 
invefliture,  and  the  wars  which  thefe  occafioned, 
Fiiofl  of  the  confiderable  German  ecclefiaftics  joined 
the  papal  fadtion  ;   and  while  engaged  in  rebellion 
againft  the  head  of  the  empire,   they  feized  the 
Imperial  domains   and  revenues,   and  ufurped  the 
Imperial    jurifdicrion    within   their   own   diocefes. 
Upon  the  re-eftabUihmxent  of  tranquillity,  they  flill 
retained  thefe  ufurpatigns,  as  if  by  the  length  of 
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],^  ^  an  unjuH:  polTedion  they  had  acquired  a  legal  right 
^^*'^'*^  to  them.  The  emperors,  too  feeble  to  wreft  them 
out  of  their  hands,  were  obliged  to  grant  the  clergy 
fiefs  of  thofe  ample  territories,  and  they  enjoyed 
all  the  immunities,  as  well  as  honours,  which  be- 
longed to  feudal  barons.  By  means  of  thefe.  many 
biihops  and  abbots  in  Germany  were  not  Only 
eccleiiaflics,  but  prince?,  and  their  character  ?nd 
manners  partook  more  of  the  licence  too  frequent 
among  the  latter,  than  of  the  fandity  which  became 
the  former  *. 

vhcrcthe  The  unfettlcd  flate  of  f;overnment  in  Germ.any, 

«:6rper^a      and    the   frequent    wars    to    which    that    ccantry 

great  part  cf  r  j     '  -i  j  •  L  j 

The  pr.-  was  expoled,  contriouted  m  another  manner  towards 
aggrandizing  ecclefiaftics.  The  only  property, 
during  thofe  times  of  anarchy,  which  enjoyed 
fecurity  from  the  oppreflicn  of  the  great,  or  the 
ravages  of  war,  was  that  which  belonged  to  the 
church.  This  was  owing  not  only  to  the  great 
reverence   for    the   facred  charafter   prevalent   in 

thofe  ages,  but  to  a  fuperftitious  dread  of  the 
fentence  of  excommunicaiion,  which  the  clergy 
were  ready  to  denounce  againfl  all  who  invaded 
their  pofTeiTions.  Many  obferving  this,  made  a 
furrender  of  their  lands  to  ecclefiaftics,  and  coii- 
fenting  to  hold  them  in  fee  of  the  church,  ob- 
tained as  its  vafTals  a  degree  of  fafety,  which  with- 
out this  device  they  were  unable  to  procure.  By 
fuch  an  increafe  of  the  num.ber  of  their  vafTals,  the 

»  F.  Paul,  Hlfloiy  of  rcclefiafl.  Benefices,  p.  107. 

power 


EMPEP.OR   CHARLES   V.  i43 

power  of  ecclefiadics  received  a  real  and  permanent    ^  ^jj^ '"' 
augmentation ;  and  as  lands  held  in  fee  by  the  limited    ' — ^'     ' 

o  '  ■'  1520* 

tenures  common  in  thofe  ages,  often  returned  to  the 
perfons  on  whom  the  fief  depended,  confiderable 
additions  were  made  in  this  way  to  the  propert)^  of 
the  clergy  ^, 


The  folicltude  of  the  clero-y  In  providino;  for  Theg-eat 

o^  1         ^  o  perronal  ii-n- 

the  fafety  of  their  own  perfons,  was  iliil  greater  munitiesof 
than  that  which  they  difplayed  in  fecuring  their 
pofleilions ;  and  their  efforts  to  attain  it  were 
flill  more  fuccefsful.  As  they  were  confecrated 
to  the  prieftly  ofEce  with  much  outward  folem- 
nity ;  were  diilinguifhed  from  the  refh  of  man- 
kind by  a  peculiar  garb  and  manner  of  life ; 
and  arrogated  to  their  order  many  privileges 
which  do  not  belong  to  other  Chriflians,  they 
naturally  become  the  obje£ls  of  exceflive  vene- 
ration. As  a  fuperflitious  fpirit  fpread,  they 
were  regarded  as  beings  of  a  fuperior  fpecies  to 
the  profane  laity,  whom  it  would  be  impious  to 
try  by  the  fame  laws,  or  to  fubjecl  to  the  fame 
punifnments.  This  exemptfon  from  civil  jurif- 
diclion,  granted  at  firll  to  ecclefiaflics  as  a 
mark  of  refpecl,  they  foon  claimicd  as  a  point  of 
right.  This  valuable  immunity  of  the  prieft- 
hood  is  afferted,  not  only  in  the  decrees  of  popes 
and   councils,     but  was    confirmed  in   the  mofl 


^  F.  Paul,  Hift.  of  Ecclef.  Benef.  p.  66.      Boulainvillers, 
Ztat  de  France,  torn.  i.  169.  Load.  1737. 
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®^jj^^  ample  form  by  many  of  the  greateft  emperors  ^e 
^^^v-^--  As  long  as  the  clerical  chara^er  remained,  the 
perfon  of  an  ecclefiaftic  was  in  fome  degree  facrcd  ; 
and  unlefs  he  were  degraded  from  his  office,  the 
unhallowed  hand  of  the  civil  judge  durfl  not  touch 
him.  But  as  the  power  of  degradation  was  lodged 
in  the  fpiritual  courts,  the  difficulty  and  expence 
of  obtaining  lueh  a  fcntence  too  often  fecured  ab-= 
folute  impunity  to  oiTenders.  Many  affumed  the 
clerical  character,  for  no  other  rcafon  than  that 
it  might  fcreen  them  from  the  punifhment  which 
their  aftions  deferved  ^,  The  German  nobles  com- 
plained loudly,  that  thefe  anointed  malefactors,  as 
they  called  them'*,  feldom  fuffered  capitally,  even 
for  the  moft  atrocious  crim.es ;  and  their  indepen- 
dence of  the  civil  magiftrate  is  often  mentioned  in 
the  remonflrances  of  the  diets,  as  a  privilege  equally 
pernicious  to  fociety,  and  to  the  morals  of  the 
clergy. 

Their  en-         While   the   clcrgy   afferted   the   privileges   of 

mems^on      ^^^^^  ^"^^  order  with  fo  much  zeal,  they  made 

Saionof     continual  encroachments  upon  thcfe  of  the  laity. 

theiait/.      ^ij  caufes  relative  to  matrimony,  to  tefliaments^ 

to  ufury,  to  legitimacy  of  birth,  as  well  as  thofe 

which     concerned    ecclefiaitical    revenues,     were 

thought  to  be  fo   comiecled   with  religion,  that 

^  Goldafti  Conftltut.  Imperial.  Francof.    1673.  vol.  ii.  gii 
I07. 

»  Rymer^s  Foedera,  vol.  xiii.  533. 
*  Centum  Graram.  f  31, 

6  they 
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thf y  could  be  tried  only  in  the  fplrltual  courts.  BOOK 
Not  llitii>lied  with  this  ample  jurifdiclion,  which  ^^^^..^^^^^^ 
extended  to  one  half  of  the  fubjecls  that  give  '5i<>^ 
rife  to  Utigation  among  men,  the  clergy,  with 
wonderful  induflry,  and  by  a  thoufand  inventions, 
endeavoured  to  draw  all  other  caufes  into  their 
own  courts ''.  As  they  h^d  engroffed  almofl  the 
whole  learning  known  in  the  dark  ages,  the  fpi- 
ritual  judges  were  commonly  fo  far  fuperior  in 
knowle.'ire  and  abilities  to  thofe  emploved  in  the 
j'c'cular  courts,  that  the  people  at  fir  ft  favoured  any 
fr retch  that  was  made  to  bring  their  affairs  under 
the  cognizance  of  a  judicature,  on  the  decificns 
of  which  they  could  rely  with  more  perfecl  confi- 
dence than  on  thofe  of  the  civil  couits.  Thus  the 
intereft  of  the  church,  and  the  inclination  of  the 
people,  concurring  to  elude  the  jurifdiclion  of  the 
lay-niagiflrate,  foon  reduced  it  almofl  to  nothing  ^ 
By  means  of  this,  vaft  power  accrued  to  ecclefiaf- 
tics,  and  no  inconfiderable  addition  w^as  made  to 
their  revenue  by  the  funis  paid  in  thofe  ages  to  the 
perfons  who  adminiltered  juilice. 

The   penaltv   by   which    the    fpirltual    courts   Ther'reai- 
enforced  their  fentences,  added  great  weight  and  of  fpirituai 
terror  to   tneir  jurndiction.      ine   cenlure    ot  ex- 
commuiijcaticn  was  inftituted   originally  for  pre- 
serving the   purity   of  the  church  ;  that   obflinc^.te 
offenders,  whofe  impious  tenets   or  profane  lives 

®   Giannone  Hid.  of  Naples,  book  xix.   §  3- 
f  Centum  Gravam.    ^9,   56-  64. 

Vol.  II.  L  v/ere 
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were  a  reproach  to  Chriillanity,  might  be  cut  ofF 
from  the  focietv  of"  the  faithful :  this,  eccleiiaf« 
tics  did  not  fcruple  to  convert  into  an  engine  for 
promoting  their  own  power,  and  they  inflicted  it 
on  the  mod  frivolous  cccafions.  Whoever  de- 
fpifed  any  of  their  decifions,  even  concerning 
civil  matters,  immedicAely  incurred  this  dreadful 
cenfure,  which  not  only  excluded  them  from  all 
the  privileges  of  a  Chrlilian,  but  deprived  them 
of  their  rio'hrs  as  men '  and  citizens"-;  and  the 
dread  of  this  rendered  even  the  moil  fierce  and 
turbulent  fpirits  cbfequious  to  the  a;:thcrity  of  the  * 
church. 

The  devices        ^^oR  (iid  the  clergy  neelecl  the  proper  methods 

of  ecc.eiK\f-  oy         o  i:       r 

ticstwe-      ^^  prefervinp-  the  w"ealth  and  povv"er  whicl'i   they 

cure  rh'-ir  i  o  i  > 

^jfurpa-  )^^l1  acquired  with  fuch  induflry  and  addrcfs. 
The  poffefhons  of  the  church,  being  ccnftcrated 
to  God,  were  declared  to  be  unalienable ;  fo  that 
the  fmids  of  a  fccictv  which  v;as  daily  eainino:, 
and  could  never  lofe,  grew  to  be  immenfe.  In 
Germany,  it  was  computed  that  the  ecclcliafrics 
had  got  into  their  hands  more  than  one  half  of 
the  national  property  ^  In  other  countries,  the 
proportion  varied ;  but  the  fliare  belonging  to 
the  church  v/as  every  where  ^prodigious.  Tfiefe 
vait  pofTeiTions  were  not  fubjeci:  to  the  burdens 
impofed  on  the  lands  of  the  laity.  The  Ger- 
man   clergy  were    cxem.pted    by    law    from    all 


°'  Ceiitum  Gravam.  ^  ? 
'  Ibid.  ^  28. 


* 


7  ^  tables; 


1 


I^ZO, 


EMPEROR    CHARLES    V.  i^j 

taxes';  and  if,  on  any  extraordinary  emergence,  ^  ^t°  ^ 
ecclefia.lics  v/ere  pbafed  to  grant  fome  aid  towards 
fupplying  the  public  exigencies,  this  was  confider- 
ed  as  a  iVee  ^ift  flowing  from  their  own  generofity, 
which  the  civil  ma'jiilrare  had  no  title  to  demand, 
far  lefs  to  exacl.  In  confeq'jence  of  this  urange 
folecifm  in  government,  the  laity  in  Germany  had 
the  miOrtihcatii?n  to  find  themfelves  loaded  vath  ex* 
cellive  impofitions,  becaufe  fuch  as  pofTeiTcd  the 
greateic  property  were  freed  from  any  obligation  to 
fupport  or  to  de.-jnd  the  ftate. 

Grievous,  however,  as  tl.e  excrbirant  wealth  "^''eCer- 
and  nume'-ous  privile^jes  of  the  clerical  order  i"'«''»-s 
were  to  the  other  members  of  the  Germanic  bodv  ieisneis. 
they  would  have  reckoned  it  fome  mitiua- 
tion  of  the  evil,  if  thefe  had  been  polfeired  only 
by  ecclcfiailics  rending  among  themfelves,  who 
would  have  been  lefs  apt  to  u^iake  an  imoroner 
ufe  of  thtir  riches,  or  to  exercife  their  rights 
with  unbecoming  rigour.  But  the  bilhops  of 
Rome  having  early  put  in  a  claim,  the  bolded 
that  ever  human  am.binon  fu^crefted,  of  bcin:r 
lupreme  and  infallible  heads  of  the  Chriiliaii 
church ;  they,  by  their  profound  policy  and  un- 
wearied perfeverance,  by  their  addrefs  in  avail- 
ing themfelves  of  every  circumfcance  which  oc- 
curred, by  taking  advantage  of  the  fuperflition 
of  fome  princes,  of  the  necefhties  of  ethers, 
and  of  the  credulity  of  tlie  people,  at  length  clla- 

'  Centum   Gravam.   J  2S.      Goldaui   Ccn.l:.   In'jtr.  ii.   79. 
ic8.     Pfeftd  Hill,  du  Droit  PuU.  350.   37^- 
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ij^  bliihed  their  pretenfions,  in  oppofition  both  to 
the  interefl  ^md  common  fenfe  of  mankind.  Ger- 
many was  the  country  which  thefts  ecclefiadical 
fovereigns  governed  with  mofl  abfolute  autho- 
rity. They  excommunicated  and  depofcd  fome 
oi  its  mod  illuiirious  emperors,  and  excited  their 
fubjeds,  their  miniflers,  and  even  their  children, 
to  take  arms  againll:  them.  Amidfl  thefe  con- 
teils,  the  popes  continually  extended  their  own 
iiTiniunities,  fpoiling  the  feciilar  princes  gradually 
of  their  moil  valuable  prerogatives,  and  the  Ger- 
man church  iclt  all  the  rigour  of  that  oppreflion 
which  flows  from  fubjeclion  to  foreign  dominion, 
md  forei'.yn  exaclions. 


<lAi 


Konnn^ted        TxiE  right   of  Conferring  benefices,  which   the 
>.  epcpe.   p^p^g   ufurped    during    that    period    of  confufion, 

was  an  acquifition  of  great  importance,  and 
fxalted  tlie  ecclefiailical  pev/er  upon  the  ruias 
of  the  temporal.  The  emperors  and  other 
princes  of  Germany  had  long  been  in  pofTefTion 
of  this  right,  which  ferved  to  increafe  both  their 
authority  ard  their  revenue.  But  by  wrefting 
it  our  of  their  hands,  the  popes  were  enabled 
to  fill  the  em.pire  with  their  own  creatures  ;  they 
accuftom.ed  a  great  body  of  every  prince's  fub- 
jects  to  depend,  not  upon  him  but  upon  the  Ro- 
man fee ;  they  bedowed  upon  drangcrs  the  richeft 
benefices  in  everv  country,  and  drained  their 
wealth  to  fupply  the  luxury  of  a  foreign  court. 
Evfn  the  patience  of  the  mod  fuperditious  ages 
could  no  longer  bear  fjch  oppredion  ;    and  fo  loud 
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and  frequent  were  the  complaints  and  murmurs  of 
the  Germans,  that  the  popes,  afraid  of  irritating 
them  too  far,  cttnfented,  contrary  to  their  ufual 
praclice,  to  ab-ite  fomewhat  of  their  pretenfions, 
and  to  reft  futisiied  with  the  right  of  nomina- 
tion to  fuch  benefices  as  happened  to  fall  vacant 
during  dx  months  in  the  year,  leaving  the  dif- 
pofal  of  the  remainder  to  the  princes  and  other 
legal  patrons  '. 

But  the  court  of  Rome  eafilv  found  expedients   Jiieexpe. 

J  '  dients  for 

for    Ciudinir    an    agreement   v/hich    put    fuch   re-   rej^raning 

o  o  A  ^  [li,5  power 

ftraints   on  its  power.     The  pracliee  of  referving   cfrheoopes 
certain  benefices  in   every  country  to  tne  pope  s 
immediate    nomination,    which     had    been     long 
known,  and  often   complained  of,  was   extended 
far  beyond  its  ancient  bounds.     All  the  benefices 
poiTeffed  by  cardinals,    or  any    of  the  numerous 
officers   in  the  Roman  court ;  thofe   held  by  per- 
fons   who   happened  to  die  at    Rome,    or  within 
forty  miles  of  that  city  on  their  journey  to  or  from 
it ;    fuch    as  became  vacant   by  tranflation,   with 
many  others,  were  included  in  the  number  of  re^ 
fervcd  benefices ;  Julius  II.   and   Leo  X.  ftretch- 
ing  the  matter   to  the  utmoft,  often  collated   to 
benefices  where  the  right  of  refervation  had  not 
been   declared,    on  pretence   of  having   mentally 
referved  this  privilege  to  themfelves.     The  right 
of  refervation  however,  even  with  this  extenfion, 
had  certain  limits,  as  it  could  be  exercifed  only 

t  F.  Paul,    Hift.   of  Ecclef.    Eenef.   1204,       Gold.   Conftit. 
Imper,  i.  40S, 
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B  o  ®  K  -where  the  benefice  was  actually  vacant ;  and  there- 
v^^^pyl^  fore,  in  order  to  render  the  exertion  of  papal 
is^-^'  power  unbounded,  expcctative  graces^  or  mandates 
nominating  a  perfon  to  fucceed  to  a  benefice  upon 
the  hriL  vacancy  that  fliould  happen,  were  brought 
into  ufe.  By  means  of  thefe,  Germany  was  filled 
with  perfons  who  w^ere  fcrviltly  dependent  on  the 
court  of  Rome,  from  v/hich  they  had  received 
fuch  reverfionary  grants ;  princes  were  defrauded, 
in  a  great  degree,  of  their  prerogatives ;  the  rights 
of  lay-patrons  wTre  pre-occupied,  and  rendered 
ahnoll  entirely  vain ". 

Venality -f        TuE    manner    hi    which    thefe    extraordinary 

the  court  of  ,  ^  n  • 

Rome.  powers  Were  excrcifed,  rendered  them  ftill  more 
odious  and  intolerable.  The  avarice  and  extor- 
tion of  the  court  of  Rome,  were  become  excelTive 
almofl  to  a  proverb.  The  prr.clice  of  felling  be- 
nef  ces  was  fo  notorious,  that  no  pains  were  taken 
to  conceal  or  to  difguife  it.  Companies  of  mer- 
chants openly  purchafed  the  benefices  of  different 
diflrids  in  Germany^  from  the  pope's  miniflers, 
and  retailed  them  at  an  advanced  price  \  \  ious 
men  beheld  with  deep  regret  thefe  fimoniacal 
tranfaclions,  fo  unvv^orthy  the  miniiters  of  a  chrif- 
tian  church ;  while  politicians  complained  of  the 
lofs  fuilained  by  the  exportation  of  fo  much  w^eakh 
in  that  irreligious  traflic. 

"  Centum  Giavam.  §21.  Fafcic.  Rer.  expet.  &:c.  354. 
Gold.  Conft.  Imper.  i.  391.  4C4,  405.  F.  Paul,  Hiii,  of 
Eccl.  Bener.  167.   199.  "  ■      .  ■ 

*  Fafcic^  Rer.  ex^et.  :.  359. 
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Tk-£  fams,  indeed,  vrhich   the   court  of  Rome  •  ^  % 
drew  bv  its  dated  and  le£?J  impofitions  from  ail    "^"'p^ 
tb-   counn-ies  acknowleda.mg  its  authority,    were   it  drained 
fo  confiderable,   that  it  is  not  ftrange  that  prmces,   tri.-  ofth^^ir 
as  well  as  their  mbjcds,  niarmured  at  the  imalieit 
addition   made  to   them   by   uy.nccefTary   or  illicit 
means.     Every  ecclcfiaftical  perfon,   upon  hii>  ad- 
mifiian  to  his  benence,  paid  anuuts,  or  one  )  ear's 
produr.e  of  his  living,  to   the  pope:  and  as  that 
tax  was  exacted  wirn  great  rigour,  is  amount  was 
very  "reat.     To  this  muit  be  added,  the  frequent 
demands  made  by  the  popes   of  free   gins   from 
the  clergy,  together  wich  the  extraordinary  levies 
of  tenths    upon    eccl-fiaftical   benefices,    on    pre- 
tence  of  expeditions   againft    the  Turks,    feldoni 
intended,   or  carried  into  execution  ;    and  from  the 
whole,   the  vaft  proportion  of  the  revenues  of  the 
church,  which  flowed  c::ntinually  to  Rome,   may 
be  cflimated. 

Such  were  the  diiiblute  manners,  the  exorbl-   '^y-j^-;} 
tant  wealth,   the  enormous  power  and  privileges    i^^^ 
of  the  clergy,   before  the  Reiorm.ation ;  fuch   the 
opprelhve     rigour    of  that   dominion    which    the 
popes  had  cftabUn^ed  over    the    chriflian  world  ; 
and    fuch    the   fenliments    concerning    them    that 
prevailed  in  Germany  at  the  beginning  of  the  fixr 
teenth  century.     Nor  has  this  ilictch  been  copied 
from  the  controverfial  writers   of  that  age,  who, 
in  the  heat  of  difputation,  may  be   fufpeited    of 
having  exaggerated  the  errors,   or  of  having  mif- 
reprefentcd  the  conducl:  of  that  church  which  tney 
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^  ^jj^  ^  laboured  to  overturn ;  it  is  formed  upon  more 
V — ^'~'  authentic  evidence,  upon  the  memorials  and  re- 
'^^°*  monflrances  of  the  Imperial  diets,  enumerating 
the  grievfinccs  under  which  the  empire  groaned, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  redrefs  of  them.  Diflatif- 
fadlion  muft  have  aiifcn  to  a  great  height  among 
the  people,  when  thefe  grave  affem.blies  exprefitd 
themfelves  with  that  degree  of  acrimony  which 
abounds  in  their  remonftrances ;  and  if  they  dcr 
manded  the  abolition  of  thefe  enormities  with  fo 
mxuch  vehemence,  the  people,  we  may  be  allured, 
uttered  their  fentiments  and  dehres  in  bolder  and 
more  virulent  language. 

Men  pre-  To    men    thus    prepared    for    iliaking    off    the 

embrace       yokc,  Luthcr  addrelfed  himfelf  with  certainty  of 
opinion^,      fuccefs.     As  they  had  long  felt   its  Aveight,   and 
had  borne  it  with  impatience,  they  lillened  wih 
joy  to  the  fiift  offer  of  procuring   them  deliver- 
ance.    Hence  proceeded  the  fond  and  eager  re- 
ception that  his  doctrines  met  with,   and  the  rar 
pidity  with    which  they  fpread  over  ail  the   pror 
'and  to  tele,  viuces  of  Germany.      Even  the  impetuofity   and 
feail"'^*'    fiercenefs    of  Luther's     fpirit,     his    confidence    in 
aiferting  his  own  opinions,  and  the  arrogance  as 
well  as    contempt  wherewith   he    treated  all   who 
differed    froni    hirn,    which,     in    ages    of   greater- 
moderation  and  refmement,    have  been  reckoned 
defefts  in  the  character  of  that  reformer,  did  not 
appear   exctffive    to     his     contem.poraries,    whofe 
minds  were  ffrongly  agitated  by  thofe  intereflirg 
controverfies  which  he  carried  on,  and  who  h?.d 

themfelves 
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themfelves  endured  the  rigour  of  papal  tyranny,     ^^^^^ 
and   ken    the   corruptions  in  the    church    againll: 
which  he  exclaimed. 

Nor  were  they  offended  at  that  grofs  fcurrlllty 
with  which  his  polemical  writings  are  filled,  or 
at  the  low  buffoonery  which  he  fometimes  in- 
troduces into  his  graved  difcourfes.  No  diipute 
was-  managed  in  thofe  rude  times  without  a  large 
portion  of  the  former  ;  and  the  latter  was  common, 
even  on  the  mofl  folemn  occafions,  and  in  treating 
the  mofl  facred  fubjeds.  So  far  were  either  of 
thefe  from  doing  hurt  to  his  caufe,  that  invedive 
and  ridicule  had  fome  effecl,  as  well  as  m.ore  laud- 
able arguments,  in  expoHng  the  errors  of  popeiy, 
and  in  determining  mankind  to  abandon  them. 

Besides  all  thefe  caufes  of  Luther's  rapid 
progrefs,  arifmg  from  the  nature  of  his  enterprife, 
and   the  iuncture  at   which  he  undertook   it,  he  ^'^^'''n 

I  '  ot  tne  Ke- 

reaped  advantage  from  fome  foreign  and  adventi-  to'^'^-ioo^i 
tious  circumiflances,  the  beneficial  influence  of 
which  none  of  his  forerunners  in  the  fame  courfe 
had  enjoyed.  Among  thefe  m.ay  be  reckoned  the 
invention  of  the  art  cf  printing,  about  half  a 
century  before  his  time.  By  this  fortunate  dif- 
covery,  the  facility  of  acquiring  and  of  propa- 
gating knov.dedge  was  wonderfully  increafed,  and 
Luther's  books,  which  mufl  otherwife  have  made 
thdr  way  flowly  and  with  uncertainty  into  diflant 
countries,  fpread  at  once  all  over  Europe.  Nor 
were  they  read  only  by  the  rich  and  the  learned, 

2  who 
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^op^    who  aione  had  accefs  to  books   before  that  mven- 

1  la 

f^^..,,^^....^    tion ;   they  got  into  the  hands  of  the  people,  who, 

'5^°'       upon  this  appeal  to   them   as  judges,  ventured  to 

examine  and  to  rejed  many  doclrines  which  they 

had    formerly  been   required   to    beiieye,  without 

being  taught  to  underdand  them. 


anHof  the         The  revival  of  lesrnlng  at  the  fame  period  wa? 

jrcvjva!  ct  o  i 

i^aimng.  a  circum.(lanG£  extremely  friendly  to  the  Re- 
formation, The  fludy  of  the  ancient  Greek  and 
Roman  authors,  by  tmhghtening-  the  human  mind 
with  liberal  and  found  knowledge,  roufed  it 
from  that  profound  lethargy  in  which  it  had  been 
funk  during  feveral  centuries.  Mankind  feem, 
at  that  period,  to  have  recovered  the  powers  of 
enquiring  and  of  thinking  tor  themfclves,  faculties 
of  which  thev  had  lone  loft  the  ufe ;  and  fond 
of  the  acquifition,  they  exercifed  theri  with  great 
boldnefs  upon  all  fubjecls.  They  were  not  now 
afraid  of  entering  an  uncomimon  path,  or  of 
emibracing  a  new  opinion.  Novelty  appears  ra- 
ther to  have  been  a  recommendation  of  a  doctrine  ; 
and  inftead  of  being  (lartled  when  the  daring 
hand  of  Luther  drew  afide,  or  tore  the  veil 
which  covered  and  efrabliflied  errors,  the  genius 
of  the  age  applauded  and  aided  the  attempt- 
Luther,  though  a  ftranger  to  elegance  in  tafte  or 
compofition,  zealouily  promoted  the  cultivation 
of  ancient  literature ;  and  fenfible  of  its  being 
neceffary  to  the  right  underilanding  of  the  fcrip- 
tures,  he  himfelf  had  acquired  confiderable 
knowledge     both    in    the    Hebrew    and    Gree.k 
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toneues.      Melanclhon,     and    fome    other   of  his    book 

.  .  .  {I* 

difciplcs,    were   eminent   proficient.s    in    the    polite   v...,-^-,,^ 

arts ;  and  as  the  fame  i'^noran.t  monks  who  -^^^' 
cppofed  the  introduction  of  learning  into  Germany, 
fet  tbenifelv.^s  with  equiil  fiercenefs  acrainft  Lu- 
ther*s  opinics,  and  declared  the  good  reception 
of  the  latter  to  be  the  efied  of  the  progrefs  which 
the  former  had  m.ade,  the  caufe  of  learning  and 
of  the  Reformation  came  to  be  confidered  as 
clofcly  connected  with  each  other,  and,  in  every 
conntiy,  had  t^e  fame  friends  and  the  fame  ene- 
mies. This  enabled  the  reformers  to  c^rry  on 
the  contefi  at  firil:  with  great  fupericrity.  Erudition, 
induitry,  accuracy  of  fentimenr,  purity  of  com- 
pofiiion,  even  wit  and  raillery,  were  almofl  wholly 
on  their  fide,  and  triumphed  with  cafe  over 
illiterate  monks,  whofe  rude  argument^^,  exprefi'ed 
in  a  perplexed  and  barbarous  flyle,  v;ere  found 
infulncient  for  the  defence  of  a  fvlfem,  the  errors 
of  which,  all  the  art  and  ingenuity  of  its  later 
and  xror^  learned  advocates  have  not  been  able 
to  palhate. 

That  bold  foirit  of  inquiry,  which  the  revival  luther 
of  learning  excked  in  Europe,   was  fo   favourable   pe.fois 
to  the  Ileformation,  that  Luther  was  aided  in  his   wiih  his 
progrefs,  and  maiddnd  were  prepared  to  emibrace 
his    doctrines,     by   perfons    who     did     not     wifh 
fuccefs   to   his   undertaking,     I'he  greater  part  of 
the   ingeijous   men  who   applied   to   the  ftudy  of 
ancient  literature  towards  the  clofe  of  the  fifteenth 
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century,  and  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth, 
though  they  had  no  intention,  and  perhaps  no 
wifli,  to  overturn  the  edc-^bhUied  fyftein  of  religion, 
had  difcovered  the  abfurdity  of  many  tenets  and 
practices  authorifed  by  the  church,  and  perceived 
the  futility  of  thcfe  arguments  by  which  illiterate 
monks  endeavoured  to  defend  them.  Their 
contempt  of  thefe  advocates  for  the  received 
errors,  led  them  frequently  to  expofe  the  opinions 
which  thev  fupportcd,  and  to  ridicule  their  igno- 
rance with  great  freedom  and  fe verity.  By  this, 
nien  were  prepared  for  the  more  ferious  attacks 
made  upon  them  by  Luther,  and  their  reverence 
bcth  for  the  dodrines  and  perfons  againfl:  whom 
he  inveighed,  was  confiderably  abated.  This 
was  particularly  the  cafe  in  Germany.  When 
the  firif  attempts  were  made  to  revive  a  talle 
for  ancient  learning  in  that  country,  the  eccle- 
fiadics  there,  who  were  ftill  more  ignorant  than 
their  brethren  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Alps, 
fet  themfelves  to  oppofe  its  progrefs  with  more 
aclive  zeal ;  and  the  patrons  of  the  new  ftudies, 
in  return,  attacked  them  with  greater  violence. 
In  the  writings  of  Reuchhn,  Hutten,  and  the 
other  revivers  of  learning  in  Germany,  the  cor- 
juptions  of  the  church  of  Rome  are  cenfured  with 
an  acrimony  of  flyle,  little  inferior  to  that  of 
Luther  hinifelf-^ 

y  Gerdefms  Hifl".  Evang.  Renov.  vol.  i.  p.  141.  157, 
Seckend.  lib.  i.  p.  103.  Vender  H.irdt,  Hill.  Literar.  Reform, 
pars  ii, 
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From  the  fame  caufe  proceeded  the  frequent  % 
flrlclures  of  Erafmus  upon  the  errors  of  the  ^—v^-^ 
church,  as  well  as  upon  tlie  ignorance  and  vices  Par-icuiariy 
of  the  clergy.  His  reputation  and  authority 
were  fo  high  in  Europe  at  the  beginning  of  the 
fi xteenth  centurv,  and  his  works  were  read  with 
fuch  univerfal  admiration,  that  the  efFccl  of  thefe 
deferves  to  be  mentioned  as  one  of  the  circum- 
flances  which  contributed  confiderably  towards 
Luther's  fuccefs.  Erafmus,  haviu':;  been  deftined 
for  the  church,  and  trained  up  in  the  1  nowledge 
of  ecclefiaflical  literature,  applied  himfelf  more 
to  theological  inquiries  than  any  of  the  reviveirv 
®f  learning  in  that  age.  His  acute  judgment 
and  extenfive  erudition  enabled  him  to  di: cover 
many  errors,  both  in  the  do^Trrine  and  worfhip 
of  the  Romilh  church.  Some  of  thefe  he  con- 
futed with  great  foliditv  of  reafoning  and  force 
of  eloquence.  Others  he  treated  as  objects  of 
ridicule,  and  turned  againfl  them  that  irrefiflible 
torrent  of  popular  and  fatirical  wit,  of  which  he 
had  the  command.  There  was  hardly  any  opi- 
nion or  practice  of  the  Romilh  church  which 
Luther  endeavoured  to  reform,  but  what  had 
been  previoufly  anim.adverted  upon  by  Erafmus, 
and  had  afforded  him  fubject  either  of  cenfure 
or  of  raillery.  Accordingly,  when  Lurhcr  firft 
began  his  attack  upon  the  church,  Erafmus  feemed 
to  applaud  his  conduct ;  he  courted  the  friendfliip 
of  feveral  of  his  difciples  and  patrons,  and  con- 
demned   the   behavicur   and    fpirit    of  his  adver- 
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B  0  0  K  f-nes  '^.  He  concurred  opaily  with  him  in  hiveighing 
againit  the  fchcjol  divines,  ?.s  the  teachers  cf  a  fyfltm 
equally  unedifyiiig  and  obscure.  He  jcined  him 
in  endeavouring  to  turn  the  attention  of  men  to 
the  fcudy  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  as  the  only  llandard 
of  rehgious  truth  % 

Various  circumilances,  however,  prevented 
Erafmus  from  holding-  the  fame  comie  v.'ith  Luther. 
The  na'ural  tiniidiry  of  his  ten" per  ;  his  Vvant  of 
that  flrengih  of  mind  v.hich  alone  can  prompt 
a  man  10  aiTumc  the  character  of  a  reformer  "  ;  his 
exceffive  deference  for  perfons  in  high  ilation ; 
his  dread  of  iofir.g  the  penfions  and  other  emolu- 
ments, which  their  liberality  had  conferred  upon 
him ;  his  extreme  love  of  peace,  and  hopes  of 
reforming  abufes  gradually,  and  by  gentle  mtthods, 
all  concurred  in  determining  him  not  only  to 
reprefs  and  to  micderate  the  zeal  with  which  he 
had  once  been  animated  ap-ainil  the  errors  of  the 


*  Seckend.  lib.  i    p.  40    <,6. 

2  Vop.dcr  Hardt  Hiftor.  Literar.  Reform,  pars  i.  Gerdef. 
Hid.  Evang.  Renov.  i.    147. 

°  Erafmns  himfelf  is  candid  enough  to  acknov/lcdge  this: 
**  Luther,"  fays  he,  *'  has  given  us  many  a  wholefcme  doftrine, 
and  nary  a  good  counfeL  I  v/ifh  he  had  net  defeated  the 
effcd  of  them  by  intolerable  faults.  But  if  he  had  wntten 
every  thing  in  the  molt  unexceptionable  manner,  I  had  no  in- 
chnation  to  die  for  the  fake  of  truth.  Every  man  hath  not 
the  courage  requifite  to  ma^-e  a  martyr;  and  I  am  afraid,  that 
if  1  were  put  to  tie  trial,  I  ihould  imiitate  St.  Peter."  Epift. 
!Erdmi  in  Jcrtin*s  Life  cf  Erafm.  vol  i.  p.  273. 

church. 


In  this  long  enumeration  of  the  cIrcumiLances 
which  combined  in  fdvouring  the  progrefs  of 
Luther's  opinion?,  or  in  weakening  the  renitance 
of  his  adveiTaries,  I  have  avoided  entering  into 
any  difcuHion  of  the  theoloeicai  doctrines  of  poperT, 
and  have  not  attempted  to  fhcv/  hov/  repugnant 
thev  are  to  the  fririt  of  Chriilianitv,  and  how 
deftitute  of  any  foundation  in  reafcn,  in  the 
Tv'ord  of  God,  or  in  the  pra-clice  of  the  primitive 
church,  leaving  thofe  topics  entir  Jy  to  ecclefiaflical 
hiftorians,  to  wh  .'.'e  province  they  peculiarly  be- 
long. But  v;hen  v/e  add  the  effeci  of  thefe  religious 
confideradons  to  the  influence  of  political  caufes, 

^  Jorlin's  Ijife  of  Eraiinus,  vol.  :.  p.  25S. 

^  Vq-tA^x  Hardt,  Hi  ft   Literar.  Refoiin,  par:-  I,  p.  2, 
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church  %  but  to  alTume  the  character  of  a  me-  jj. 
diatcr  between  Luther  and  his  opponent?.  But 
though  Erafmus  foon  b::gan  to  cenfure  Luther 
as  too  daring  and  impetuous,  and  was  at  kit 
prevailed  upon  to  Vvniie  againft  him,  he  rriuft, 
neverthelefs,  be  confidered  as  his  forerunner  and 
auxihary  in  this  war  upon  the  church.  He  hifl 
fcattered  the  feeds,  which  Luther  cherifned  and 
brought  to  maturity.  His  raillery  and  cbhque 
cenfures  prepared  the  way  for  Luther's  inveclives 
and  more  diredl  attacks.  In  this  light  Eralmus 
aoneared  to  the  zealous  defenders  of  the  Romifh 
church  in  his  own  times '.  In  this  light  he  miuft 
be  confidered  by  every  perfon  converfant  in  the 
hiflory  of  that  period. 
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ij.        it  is   obvious  that  the  united   operation    of  both 
on   the    human     mind    muft    have   been    fuddeii 


J  520, 


a 


nd  irrefifllble.  Though,  to  Luther's  contem- 
poraries, who  Vv'ere  too  near  perhaps  to  the  fcene, 
or  too  deeply  interefted  in  it,  to  trace  caufes  with 
accuracy,  or  to  examine  them  with  coohiefs,  the 
rapidity  with  which  his  opinions  fpread,  appeared 
to  be  fo  unaccountable,  that  fome  of  them  im- 
puted it  to  a  certain  uncommon  and  malignant 
pofition  of  the  flars,  which  fcattered  the  fpirit 
of  giddinefs  and  innovation  over  the  world ' ; 
it  is  evident,  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  Reformia- 
tion  was  the  natural  effed:  of  many  power- 
ful caufes  prepared  by  peculiar  Providence,  and 
happily  confpiring  to  that  end.  This  attempt  to 
inveftigate  thefe  caufes,  and  to  throw  light  on 
an  event  fo  fmgular  and  important,  will  not, 
perhaps,     be     deemed     an     unnecelTary     digref- 

iion. 1  return   from  it   to  the   courie   of  the 

hillory, 

ProcefdiPfs       iYi£    Diet  at  Worms    conduced    its  delibera- 

01  the  L-itt 

at  Worms,  tions  With  that  flow  formality  peculiar  to  fuch 
aifemblies.  Much  time  was  fpent  in  eftablifliing- 
fom.e  refTulations  with  rcQ-ard  to  the  internal 
police  of  the  empire.  The  jurifdiction  of  the 
Imperial  chamber  was  confirmed,  and  the  forms 
of  its  proceedhig  rendered  more  fixed  and  regular. 
A  council  of  regency  was  appointed  to  aflifl  Fer- 
dinand in  the  government  of  the  empire  during 

«  Jovii  Hilloria,  Lut.  155 J.  lol.  p.  134- 
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arty  occafional  abfence  of  the  emperor  ;  which 
from  the  extent  of  the  emperor's  dominions,  as 
well  as  the  multiplicity  of  his  affairs,  was  an  '^^** 
event  that  might  be  frequently  expected  ^  The 
flate  of  religion  was  then  taken  into  confider- 
ation.  There  were  not  wanting  fom.e  plaufible  ^';.^/,'[;^; 
reafons  W'hich  mio^ht  have  induced  Charles  to  ^^'l'',;^!!''*^ 
have  declared  himfelf  the  protector  of  Luther's 
caufe,  or  at  leail  to  have  connived  at  its  pro- 
grefs.  If  he  had  poiTefTed  no  other  dcm.inions  but 
thofe  w^hich  belonged  to  him  in  Germany,  and 
no  other  crown  befides  the  Imperial,  he  might 
have  been  difpofed,  perhaps,  to  favour  a  man, 
who  aiferted  fo  boldly  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities for  which  the  empire  had  ftruggled  fo 
long  with  the  popes.  But  the  vaft  and  dan- 
gerous fchemes  which  r'rancis  I.  was  forming 
againii  Charles,  made  it  necelTary  for  him  to 
regulate  his  conduct  by  vievv's  more  extenlive 
than  thofe  which  w^ould  have  fuited  a  German 
prince  ;  and  it  being  of  the  utmiofl  importance 
to  fecure  the  pope's  friendfhip,  this  determined 
him  to  treat  Luther  with  great  feverity,  as  the 
moil  effectual  method  of  foothinp-  Leo  into  a 
concurrence  with  his  meafures.  Kis  eaofernefs 
to  acGompIifh  this,  rendered  him  not  unwilling 
to  gratify  the  papal  legates  in  Germany,  who 
infilled  that,  without  any  delay  or  formal  deli- 
beration,   the    diet    dtight  to    condemn   a   man 

f  Pont.  Hcuter.  Rer.  Auflr.  lib.  \ili.  c.  H:.  ^  195.  PfefFel 
Abrege  Chronol.  p.  598, 
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moned  to 
.appear. 
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Kis  un- 
daunted 
fptric. 


whom  the  pope  had  already  excommunicated 
as  an  incorrigible  heretic.  Such  an  abrupt 
manner  of  proceeding,  however,  being  deemed 
unprecedented  and  unjufl  by  the  members  of  the 
diet,  they  made  a  point  of  Luther's  appearing  in 
perfon,  and  declaring  whether  he  adhered  or  not 
to  thofe  opinions  which  had  drawn  upon  him 
the  cenfures  of  the  church  ^  Not  only  the 
emperor,  but  all  the  princes  through  whofe  terri- 
tories he  had  to  pafs,  granted  him  a  fafe- 
conduft  ;  and  Charles  wrote  to  him  at  the  fame 
time,  requiring  his  immediate  attendance  on  the 
diet,  and  renewing  his  promifes  of  protedion  from 
•any  injury  or  violence^.  Luther  did  not  hefitate 
one  moment  about  yielding  obedience,  and  fet 
cut  for  Worms,  attended  by  the  herald  who  had 
brought  the  emperor's  letter  and  fafe-condudt. 
While  on  his  journey,  many  of  his  friends,  whom 
the  fate  of  Hufs  under  fmiilar  circumflances, 
and  notwithflanding  the  fame  fecurity  of  an  Im- 
perial fafe-condu6l,  filled  with  folicitude,  advifed 
and  entreated  him  not  to  rufh  wantonly  into 
the  midll  of  danger.^  But  Luther,  fuperior  to 
fuch  terrors,  filenced  them  with  this  reply,  "I 
am  lav.'fully  called,"  faid  he,  "to  appear  in 
that  city,  and  thither  will  I  go  in  the  name  of 
{he  Lord,  though  as  many  devils,  as  there  are 
tiles  on  the  houfes   were  there  combined  againil 


me '/' 


8  P.  Mart.  Ep.  722* 
*  Luth.  Oper.  ii.  412. 


^  Luth,  Oper.  II.  41 1, 
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The   reception  which  he  met  with  at  Worms,    book 
was    fuch   as    he    might  have    reckoned     a    full   ^„^-v-^^ 
reward  of  all  his  labours,  if  vanity  and  the  love  ^is  r^cVp- 
of  applaufe  had  been  the  principles  by  which  he  ^"  ^^ 
was  influenced.     Greater  crowds  affembled  to  be- 
hold him,    than  had  appeared   at  the    emperor's 
public  entry  ;  his  apartments  were  daily  filled  with 
princes  and  perfonages  of  the  highefl  rank  ^,  and 
he  was  treated  with  all  the  refpect  paid  to  thofe 
who  poflefs  the  power  of  directing  the  underfland- 
ing    and  fentiments    of  other  men  ;    an  homage, 
more  fmcere,  as  well  as  more  flattering,  than  any 
which    pre-eminence    in  birth    or   condition    can 
command.      At   his   appearance  before  the  diet,  ]^^^^^^^' 
he  behaved   with   great  decency,  and  with  equal  appearance, 
finnnefs.      He    readily    acknowledged  an   excefs 
of  vehemence    and  acrimony   in   his  controverfiai 
writings,  but  refufed  to  retradt  his   opinions,  un- 
lefs  he  were  convinced  of  their  falfehood  ;    or  to 
confent  to  their  being  tried  by  any  other  rule  than 
the  word   of    God.       When  neither  threats  nor 
entreaties   could   prevail    on   him  to   depart  from 
this    refolution,    fome    of    the    ecclefiaflics    pro- 
pofed  to  imitate  the  example  of   the  council    of 
Conftance,  and   by  punifliing   the  author  of  this 
pefliilent  herefy,  who  was  now  in  their  power,  to 
deliver  the   church    at  once   from  fuch    an   evil. 
But  the  members  of  the  diet  refufmg  to  expofe 
the  German  integrity  to  frefli  reproach  by  a  fecond 
violation  of  public  faith  ;    and  Charles  being  no 

^  Seckend.  156.  Luth.  Oper.  i:.  414, 
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BOOK    Jefs   unwilling  to  bring  a  flain  upon   the   begin- 

\_— -  __'  ning  of  his  adminiftration  by  fuch  an  ignominious 

'^^''       aclion,  Luther  was  permitted  to  depart  in  fafety^ 

April  26.     ^   ^^w   days    after    he   left    the    city,    a  fevere 

agamnhim.  ^^^^  ^'^^  pubUftied  In  the  emperor's  name,   and 

by   authority   of    the  diet,  depriving  him,  as  an 

obflinate  and  excommunicated  criminal,  of  all  the 

privileges   which   he  enjoyed  as   a  fubje£t  of  the 

empire,     forbidding    any    prince   to    harbour   or 

protect  him,  and  requiring  all  to  concur  in  feizing 

his  perfon  as  foon  as  the  term  fpecified  in  his  fafe- 

condu6:  was  expired "". 

Heisfeized        guT  this  ricforous  decrcc   had  no  confiderable 

and  con-  o 

ceaicd  at  effed,  the  execution  of  it  being  prevented,  partly 
by  the  multiplicity  of  occupations  which  the 
commotions  in  Spain,  together  with  the  wars  in 
Italy  and  the  Low  Countries,  created  to  the 
emperor  ;  and  partly  by  a  prudent  precaution 
employed  by  the  eledlor  of  Saxony,  Luther's 
faithful  and  difcerning  patron.  As  Luther,  on 
his  return  from  Worms,  v/as  paffing  near  Alten- 
ftein  in  Thuringia,  a  number  of  horfemen  in 
mafks  rufiied  fuddenly  out  of  a  wood,  where  the 
elecLor  had  appointed  them  to  lie  in  wait  for  him, 
and  furrounding  his  company,  carried  him,  after 
difmiirmg  all  his  attendants,  to  Wartburg,  a 
flrong  caflle  not  far  diflant.  There  the  eledor 
ordered  him  to  be  fupplied  with  every   thing  ne^ 


*  Paul,  Hid.  of  Counc.  p.  13.     Seckend.  160. 
"■'  Gold.  Conft.  imperial,  i'.  40?. 
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cefTary  or  agreeable,  but  the  place  of  his  retreat 
was  carefully  concealed,  until  the  fury  of  the 
prefent  florm  againfl  him  began  to  aba;e,  upon  ^^^  ' 
SL  change  in  the  political  fituation  of  Europe  In 
this  folitude,  where  he  remained  nine  months,  and 
which  he  frequently  called  his  Patmos,  after  tbge 
name  of  that  ifland  to  which  the  apoflle  John  wa^ 
banifhed,  he  exerted  his  ufual  vigour  and  induflry 
in  defence  of  his  doctrines,  or  in  confutation  of  his 
adverfaries,  publifhing  feveral  treatifes,  wliich  re- 
vived th«  fpirit  of  his  followers,  aftonifned  to  a 
great  degree,  and  difheartenedj  at  the  fudden  dif. 
appearance  of  their  leader. 

During  his  confinement,  his  opinions  continued  ^'^^t^'^^ 
to  gain  ground,  acquiring  the  afcendant  in  almofl  '''*"*• 
every  city  in  Saxony.  At  this  time,  the  Augudi- 
nians  of  Wittemberg,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
univerfity,  and  the  connivance  of  the  eleftor, 
ventured  upon  the  firll  flep  towards  an  alteration 
in  the  eftablifhed  forms  of  public  worfliip,  by 
aboHfhiiig  the  celebration  of  private  mafTes,  and 
by  giving  the  cup  as  well  aps  the  bread  to  the  laity 
in  adminiftering  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's 
iljpper. 


Whatever  confolation  the  couracre  and  fuccefs    ^^"^^^^ 
of  his   difciples,    or  the  progrefs  of  his  doctrines   ^''^  [^'^'' 
m  nis  own  country,  afforded  Luther  in  his  retrear,   ^"s  '^'^«'"* 
he  there  received  information  of  two  events  which 
confiderably  damped  his  joy,    as  they  feemcd  to 
lay  infuperable    obflacles  in    the    way  of   propa- 
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^  ^ip  ^  g^^^^g  ^^s  principles,  in  the  two  moH  powerful 
u^-v — >  kingdoms  of  Europe.  One  was,  a  folemn  de- 
^^^*'  cree,  condemning  his  opinions,  publiflied  by 
the  univerfity  of  Paris,  the  mofl  ancient,  and, 
at  that  time,  the  moil  refpectable  of  the  learned 
Henryviii.  focieties  in  Europe.  The  other  was  the  anfwer 
againft  written  to  his  book  concerning;  the  Babylonifh 
captivity  by  Henry  Vill.  of  England.  That 
monarch,  having  been  educated  under  the  eye 
of  a  fufpicious  father,  who,  in  order  to  prevent 
his  attending  to  bufmefs,  kept  him  occupied  in 
the  fludy  of  literature,  (lill  retained  a  greater 
love  of  learning,  and  flronger  habits  of  application 
to  it,  than  are  common  among  princes  of  fo 
adlive  a  difpofition  and  fuch  violent  paflions. 
Being  ambitious  of  acquiring  glory  of  every  kind, 
as  well  as  zealouHy  attached  to  the  Romifh 
church,  and  highly  exafperated  againfl  Luther, 
who  had  treated  The  mas  Aquinas,  his  favourite 
author,  with  great  contempt,.  Henry  did  not  think 
it  enough  to  exert  his  royal  authority  in  op- 
pofmg  the  opinions  of  the  reformer,  but  refolved 
likewife  to  combat  them  with  fcholadic  weapons. 
With  this  view  he  publiflied  his  treatife  on  the 
Seven  Sacraments,  vvhich,  though  forgotten  at 
prefent,  as  books  of  controverfy  always  are, 
when  the  occafion  that  produced  them  is  pad, 
is  not  deflitute  of  polemical  ingenuity  and  acute- 
nefs,  and  was  reprefented  by  the  flattery  of  his 
courtie's  to  be  a  work  of  fuch  wonderful  fcience 
and  learning,  as  exalted  him  no  lefs  above  other 
authors  m  merit,  than  he  was  diftinguifhed  among 

them 
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them  by  his  rank.  The  pope,  to  whom  it 
was  preiented  with  the  greatell  formality  in  full 
confiilory,  fpoke  of  it  in  fuch  terms,  as  if  it  '^^^* 
had  been  dictated  by  immediate  infpiration  ;  and 
as  a  teflimony  of  the  gratitude  of  the  church 
for  his  extraordinary  zeal,  conferred  on  him  the 
title  of  Defender  of  the  Fditb^  an  appellation 
which  Henry  foon  forfeited  in  the  opinion  of 
thofe  from  whom  he  derived  it,  and  which  is 
ilill  retained  by  his  fucceifors,  though  the  avowed 
enemies  of  thofe  opinions,  by  contending  for 
which  he  merited  that  honourable  diflinction. 
Luther,  who  was  not  overawed,  either  by  the  Luther's 
authority  of  the  Univerfity,  or  the  dignity  of  bdih. 
the  INIonarch,  foon  publifhed  his  animadverfions 
on  both,  in  a  ftvle  no  lefs  vehement  and  fevere, 
than  he  would  have  ufed  in  confuting  his  meanefl 
antagonid.  This  indecent  boldnefs,  inflead  of 
locking  his  contemporaries,  was  confidered  by 
them  as  a  new  proof  of  his  undamited  fpirit.  A 
controverfy  m^anaged  by  difputants  fo  iiluftrious, 
drew  univerfal  attention  ;  and  fuch  v/as  the  con- 
tagion of  the  fpirit  of  innovation,  diffufed  through 
Europe  in  that  age,  and  fo  powerful  the  evidence 
which  accompanied  the  doctrines  of  the  reformers 
on  their  firft  pubHcation,  that,  in  fpite  both  of  the 
civil  and  ecclefiaftical  powers  combined  againft 
them,  they  daily  gained  converts  both  in  France 
and  in  England. 


How    defirous    foever    the    emperor    midit   be  ^'^teof 

/I  T        7        »  2fta:rs  b«- 

put  a  Itop  to  Luther  s  pros^refs,  he  was  often  ^^^"f^ 
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obliged,    during  the    diet  at   Worms,  to  turn  his 
thoughts    to   matters    flill    more    imerefling,  and 
wnicn   demanded   more  immediate  attention.      A 
war  was    ready    to    break    out   between  him.  and 
the  French  king  in  Navarre,  in  the  Low  Countries, 
and  in  Italy  ;    and  it  required  either  great  addrefs 
to  avert  the  dan^^er,  or  timely  and  wife  precautions 
to  refift  it.     Every  circumilance,  at  that  jundure, 
mdined   Charles   to    prefer    the    former  mcafure. 
Spam    was   torn  with   inteftine  commiotions.      In 
Italy,  he  had   not   hitherto  fecured  the  afliftance 
of    any    one    ally.      In   the  Low    Countries,    his 
fubjeds    trembled  at   the   thoughts  of    a  rupture 
with   Trance,  the  fatal  efFeds  of  which  on  their 
commerce   they    had  often    experienced.       From 
thefe  confideratiors,  as  well  as  from  the  folicitude 
of  Chievres,  during  his  whole   adminiftration,    to 
maintain    peace  between  the  two  monarchs,  pro- 
ceeded the  emperor's  backwardnefs  to   commence 
hofi  lities.       But    Francis   and    his    minillers   did 
not  breathe    the   fame   pacific    fpirit.      He  eafily 
forefaw    that     concord    could     not  long   fubfift, 
where  interefl,  emulation,  and  ambition  confpired 
to    difTolve   it  ;    and  he    poiTeiTed  feveral  advan- 
tages   which    flattered     him    with    the    hopes    of 
furprifmg  his  rival,  and  of  overpowering  him  be- 
fore lie  could  put  himfelf  in  a  pofhure  of  defence. 
The    French  king's   dominions,   from  their   com- 
pacl  fituation,  from  their  fubjedion  to   the  royal 
authority,    from   the    genius  of  the  people,  fond 
of    war,    and    attached    to     their     fovereign    by 
every  tie   of    duty   and   afTedlion,  wsre  more  ca- 
pable 
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pable  of  a  great  or  fudden  effort,  than  the  larger 
but  difunited  territories  of  the  emperor,  in  one 
part  of  which  the  people  were  in  arms  againfl  his 
niiniflers,  and  in  all  his  prerogative  was  more  li- 
mited than  that  of  his  rival. 


The  only  princes,  in  whofe  po^ver  it  was  to  have   J^enryvnr. 

J    r  :>  r  tavours  the 

kept  down,  or  to  have  extinguifhed  this  flame  on  emperor, 
its  firfl  appearance,  either  neglected  to  exert  them- 
felves,  or  were  active  in  kindling  and  fpreading 
it.  Henry  VIII.  though  he  affe<5led  to  alTume  the 
name  of  mediator,  and  both  parties  made  frequent 
appeals  to  him,  had  laid  afide  the  impartiality 
which  fuited  that  character.  Wolfey,  by  his  arti- 
fices had  eftranged  himfelf  fo  entirely  from  the 
French  king,  that  he  fecretly  fomented  the  difcord 
which  he  ought  to  have  compofed,  and  waited  only 
for  fome  decent  pretext  to  join  his  arms  to  thofe  of 
tiie  emperor", 

Leo's    endeavours    to   excite  difcord    between  Leohefi. 
the    emperor    and    Francis   were    more    avowed,  tweenthc 
and   had  greater  influence.      Not  only  his  duty,   ^^^^^^* 
as  the    com.mon  father  of   Chriftendom,    but  his 
intereft  as  an   Italian  potentate,  called  upon    the 
pope  to   a6l  as  the  guardian  of  the  public  tran- 
quillity,   and   to   avoid    any    meafure    that  might 
overturn  the   fyftem,    which,   after   much    blood- 
fhed,  and  many   negociations,  was  now  eflablifh- 
ed   in   Italy.       Accordingly   Leo,    who    inftanily 

"  Herbett.     Fiddes'o  Life  of  Wolfey,  2$S. 
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^^iL^     difcerned    the    propriety    of    this    conduct,    had 
formed  a  fcheme,    upon    Charles's  promotion  to 


J  ^21. 


the  Imperial  dignity,  of  rendering  himfelf  the 
umpire  between  the  rivals,  by  foothing  them  al- 
ternately, while  he  entered  into  no  clofe  con- 
federacy with  either  ;  and  a  pontiff  lefs  ambi- 
tious and  enterprinng,  might  have  faved  Eu- 
rope from  many  calamicies  by  adhering  to  this 
plan.  But  this  high-fpirited  prelate,  who  was 
Hill  in  the  prime  of  life,  longed  palnonately  to 
diftinguifh  his  pontificate  by  fom^e  fplendid  adion. 
He  was  impatient  to  wafli  avvay  the  infamy  of 
having  loil  Parma  and  Placentia,  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  which  reflected  fo  much  lullre  on  the 
adminiflration  of  his  predecelTor  Julius.  He 
beheld,  vvith  the  indignation  natural  to  Italians 
in  that  age,  the  dominion  which  the  Tranfal- 
pine,  or  as  they,  in  imitation  of  the  Roman  r.rro- 
gance,  denominated  them,  the  barba.rous  nations, 
had  attained  in  Italv.  He  flattered  himfelf  that 
after  aiTifting  the  one  monarch  to  flrip  the  other 
of  his  poifeirions  in  that  country,  he  might  find 
means  of  driving  out  the  vi6t:or  in  his  turn,  and 
acquire  the  glory  of  refioring  Italy  to  the  liberty 
and  happinefs  vvhich  it  had  enjoyed  before  the 
invafion  of  Charles  VIII.  when  every  flate  was 
governed  by  its  native  princes,  or  its  own  laws, 
and  unacquainted  with  a  foreign  yoke.  Extra- 
v'cigant  and  chimerical  as  this  project  may  feem, 
11  was  the  favourite  objecl  of  almoil  every  Italian 
eminent  for  genius  or  enterprife  during  great 
part  of  the  fixteenth  century.     They  vainly  hoped, 

that 
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that  by  fuperior  ikill  in  the  artifices  and  refine- 
ments of  negociation,  they  fhould  be  able  to 
baffle  the  efforts  of  nations,  lefs  poKfhed  indeed 
than  themfelves,  but  much  more  powerful  and 
warHke.  So  alluring  was  the  profpecl  of  this  to 
Leo,  that  notwithftanding  the  gentlenefs  of  his 
difpofition,  and  his  fondnefs  for  the  pleafures  of 
a  refined  and  luxurious  eafe,  he  hailened  to  dif- 
turb  the  peace  of  Europe,  and  to  plunge  himfelf 
into  a  dangerous  war,  with  an  impetuofity  fcarcely 
inferior  to  that  of  the  turbulent  and  martial  Ju- 
lius \ 

It  was  in  Leo's  power,  however,  to  chufe 
which  of  the  monarchs  he  would  take  for  his 
confederate  againft  the  other.  Both  of  them 
courted  his  friendfliip  ;  he  wavered  for  fome  time 
between  them,  and  at  firfl  concluded  an  aUiance- 
with  Francis.  The  object  of  this  treaty  vv^as  the 
conquefl  of  Naples,  which  the  confederates  agreed 
to  divide  between  them.  The  pope,  it  is  pro- 
bable, flattered  himfelf,  that  the  brilk  and  aclive 
fpirit  of  Francis,  feconded  by  the  fame  qualities 
in  his  fubjeclis,  would  get  the  ftart  of  the  flow 
and  wary  councils  of  the  emperor,  and  that  they 
might  over-run  with  eafe  this  detached  portion 
of  his  dominions,  ill  provided  for  defence,  and 
always  the  prey  of  every  invader.  But  w^hether 
the  French  king,  by  difcovering  too  openlv  his 
fufpicion   of    Leo's   fmcerity,    difappointed  thefe 

°  Guic.  lib,  xiv.  p.  173. 
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BOOK     hopes;   whether  the  treaty  was   only   an  artifice 
^^^^^^^^   of  the  pope's  to  cover  the  more  ferious  negocia- 
15 21.       lions  which  he   was    carrying  en   with  Charles ; 
whether  he  was  enticed  by  the  profped:  of  reap- 
ing greater  advantages  from  an  union  with  that 
prince  ;   or  whether  he  was   foothed  by  the  zeal 
which  Charles  had  manifefted  for  the  honour  of 
Conciudesa  (j^q  church  in   condemninp-  Luther  ;   certain  it  is, 

treaty  with  o  ^ 

Charles.  that  he  foon  deferted  his  new  ally,  and  made 
overtures  of  friendfhip,  though  with  great  fecre- 
cy,  to  the  emperor  ^  Don  John  Manuel,  the 
fame  man  who  had  been  the  favourite  --  f  Philip, 
and  whofe  addrefs  had  difconcerted  all  Ferdi- 
nand's fchemes,  having  been  delivered,  upon  the 
death  of  that  monarch,  from  the  prifon  to  which 
he  had  been  confine  ',  was  now  the  Imperial  am- 
baffador  at  Rome,  and  fully  capable  of  improv- 
ing this  favourable  difpofition  in  the  pope  to  his 
mafler's  advantage  '^.  To  him  the  condudt  of  this 
negociation  was  entirely  comantted ;  and  being 
carefully  concealed  from  Chievres,  whofe  aver- 
fion  from  a  war  with  France  would  have  prompt- 
ed him  to  retard  or  to  defeat  it,  an  alliance  be- 
tween the  pope  and  emperor  was  quickly  con- 
May  8.  eluded'.  The  chief  articles  in  this  treaty,  which 
proved  the  foundation  of  Charles's  grandeur  in 
Italy,  were,  that  the  pope  and  emperor  fhould  join 

P  Guic,  lib.  xlv.  p.  175.  Mem.de  Bellay,  Par.  1573.  p.  24. 
1  Jovii  Vita  Leonis,  lib.  iv   p.  89. 

'  Guic   L  xiv.  181.       Mem.   de  Bc!lay,  p.  24.      Du  Mont» 
Corps  Diplom.  torn,  iv.  fuppl.  p.  96. 
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their  forces  to  exocl  the  French  out  of  the  Mi- 
lanefe,  the  polTeATion  of  which  fhould  be  granted 
to  Francis  Sforza,  a  fon  of  Liidovico  the  Moor,  '5*'* 
who  had  refided  at  Trent  fmce  the  time  that  his 
brother  Maximilian  had  been  d  fpoireffed  of  his  do- 
minions by  the  French  king  ;  that  Parma  and  Fla- 
centia  fhould  be  reftored  to  the  church  ;  that  the 
emperor  fhould  afTifl  the  pope  in  conquering  Fer- 
rara  ;  that  the  annual  tribute  paid  by  the  kingdom 
of  Naples  to  the  Holy  See  fhould  be  increafed  ; 
that  the  emperor  fhould  take  the  family  of  Medici 
under  his  protedion  ;  jhat  he  fhould  grant  to  the 
cardinal  of  that  name  a  penfion  of  ten  thoufand 
ducats  upon  the  archbifliopric  of  To'edo  ;  and 
fliould  fettle  lands  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples  to  the 
fame  value  upon  Alexander  the  natural  fon  of  Lo- 
renzo de  Medici. 

The  tranfa cling;  an  affair  of  fuch  moment  with-   ^    ,    , 

...  .  Death  of 

out    his    participation,    appeared  to    Chievres    fo   <^hievres, 
decifive  a  proof  of  his  having  loll  the  afcendant   rorsfavou- 
which  he  had  hitherto  maintained  over  the  mind  miniver. 
of   his    pupil,  that  his  chagrin  on   this    account, 
added    to    the  melancholy  with  which     he    was 
ovenvhelmed  on  taking  a  view  of  the  many   and 
unavoidable    calamities   attending    a  war    againfl 
France,  is  faid  to  have  fliortened  his  davs%     But 
though   this,   perhaps,  may  be    only  the   conjec- 
ture of  hiflorians,  fond  of  attributing  every  thing 
that  befalls  illuflrious  perfonages   to  extraordinary 

'  Belcaril  Comment,  de  Reb.  Gallic  483. 
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caufes,  and  of  afcribing  even  their  difeafes  and 
death  to  the  effea  of  political  paffions,  which 
'^"'  are  more  apt  to  diflurb  the  enjoyment  than  to 
abridge  the  period  of  life,  it  is  certain  that  his 
death,  at  this  critical  jmidure,  extinguifhed  all 
hopes  of  avoiding  a  rupture  with  France  \  This 
event,  too,  delivered  Charles  from  a  minifler,  to 
whofe  authority  he  had  been  accuflomed  from 
his  infancy  to  fubmit  with  fuch  implicit  deference, 
as  checked  and  deprcfled  his  genius,  and  retain- 
ed him  in  a  flate  of  pupillage,  unbecoming  his 
years  as  well  as  his  rank;  But  this  reftraint 
being  removed,  the  native  powers  of  his  mind 
were  permitted  to  unfold  themfelves,  and  he  be- 
gan to  difplay  fuch  great  talents,  both  in  council 
and  in  action,  aa  exceeded  the  hopes  of  his  con- 
temporaries ",  and  command  the  admiration  of 
pofterity. 

Commence-       While  the  pope  and  emperor  w^ere  preparing 

mentof  •  r  r     i     •       r  ,,.  r      r  o^ 

hoftiiitiesin  in  conlequence  ot  their  fecret  alhance,  to  attack 
Milan,  hoililities  commenced  in  another  quarter. 
The  children  of  John  d'Albret,  king  of  Navarre, 
having  often  demanded  the  reftitution  of  their 
hereditary  dominions,  in  terms  of  the  treaty  of 
Noyon.,  and  Charles  having  as  often  eluded  their 
requefts  upon  very  frivolous  pretexts,  Francis 
thought  himfelf  authorized  by  that  treaty  to  affift 
the  exiled   family.       The  junduie    appeared  ex- 


Navarre, 


»  P.  Heuter.  Rer.  Aufliiac.  Hb.  viii.  c.  ii.  p.  197. 
«  P,  Mart.  Ep.  733-. 
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tremely  favourable  for  fuch  an  enterprife.  Charles  »  o^^  k 
was  at  a  diflance  from  that  part  of  his  dominions ;  w-v— ^ 
the  troops  ufually  ftationed  there,  had  been  called  ^^^^* 
away  to  quell  the  commotions  in  Spain  ;  the 
Spanifh  malecontents  warmly  folicited  him  to 
invade  Navarre  %  in  which  a  confiderable  faction 
was  ready  to  declare  for  the  defcendants  of  their 
ancient  monarchs.  But  in  order  to  avoid,  as 
much  as  poiTible,  giving  offence  to  the  emperor, 
or  king  of  England,  Francis  directed  forces  to  be 
levied,  and  the  w^r  to  be  carried  on,  not  in  his 
own  name,  but  in  that  of  Henry  d'Albret.  The 
conduct  of  thefe  troops  was  committed  to  An- 
drew^ de  Foix,  de  I'Efparre,  a  young  nobleman, 
whom  his  near  alliance  to  the  unfortunate  king 
whofe  battles  he  was  to  fight,  and  what  was  ilill 
more  powerful,  the  interefl  of  his  fifter,  madame 
de  Chateaubriand,  Francis's  favourite  miltrefs,  re- 
commended to  that  important  truft,  for  which 
he  had   neither  talents   nor    experience.     But  as  Progjrefsof 

,  •        1         r-   1  1  r      T-  •  the  French, 

there  was  no  army  m  the  held  to  oppole  mm, 
he  became  mafter,  in  a  few  days,  of  the  whole 
kingdom  of  Navarre,  without  meeting  with  any 
obftrudion  but  from  the  citadel  of  Pampeluna. 
The  additional  \vorks  to  this  fortrefs,  begun  by 
Ximenes,  v/ere  flill  unfinifhed  ;  nor  would  its 
llight  refiftance  have  deferved  notice,  if  Ignatio 
Loyola,  a  Bifcayan  gentleman,  had  not  been 
danorerouilv  wounded  Tn  its  defence.  '  Durinsr  the 
progrefs  of  a  lingering  cure,  Loyola  happened 
to  have  n©  other  amufement  than  w^hat  he  found 

*  ?.  Mart,  £p.  721. 

in 


176  THE    REIGN    OF   THE 

in  reading  the  lives  of  the  faints  :  the  efFefl  of 
this  on  his  mind,  naturally  enthufiaflic  but  am- 
'^"*  bitious  and  daring,  was  to  infpire  him  with  fuch 
a  defire  of  emulating  the  glory  of  thefe  fabulous 
worthies  of  the  Romifh  church,  as  led  him  into 
the  wildefl  and  mofl  extravagant  adventures, 
which  terminated  at  lall  in  infhituting  the  fociety 
of  Jefuits,  the  mod  poUtical  and  befl  regulated  of 
all  the  monallic  orders,  and  from  which  man- 
kind have  derived  more  advantages,  and  received 
greater  injury,  than  from  any  other  of  thofe  reli- 
gious  fraternities. 

They  enter  jp^  ypoH  the  redu£lIon  of  Pampeluna,  L'Ef- 
parre  had  been  fatisfied  with  taking  proper  pre- 
cautions for  fecuring  his  conqueft,  the  kingdom 
of  Navarre  might  flill  have  remained  annexed  to 
the  crown  of  France,  in  reality,  as  well  as  in  title. 
But,  pufhed  on  by  youthful  ardour,  and  encou- 
raged by  Francis,  who  was  too  apt  to  be  dazzled 
with  luccefs,  he  ventured  to  pafs  the  confines  of 
Navarre,  and  to  lay  fiege  to  Logrogno,  a  fmall 
town  in  Cailile.  This  roufed  the  Caflilians,  who 
had  hitherto  beheld  the  rapid  progrefs  of  his  arms 
with  great  unconcern,  and  the  oiilenfions  in  that 
kingdom  (of  which  a  full  account  fhall  be  given) 
being  almofl  com.pofed^  both  parties  exerted 
themfelves  with  emulation  in  defence  of  their 
country  ;  the  one,  that  it  might  efface  the  memory 
of  paft  mifcondu6l  by  its  prefent  zeal ;  the  other, 
that  it  might  add  to  the  merit  of  having  fubdued 
the  emperor's  rcbelUous  fubjects,  that  of  repulfmg 

hi$ 
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his   foreign  enemies.      The    fudden    advance  of 
their   troops,    together   v/ith   the   gallant    defence    _  ^  , 
made  by  the  inhabitants  of  Logrogno,  obliged  the      ijli. 
French    general   to    abandon   his    rafh    enterprife. 
The   Spanifh    army,   which  increafed   every  day,   They  are 
harafTmg  him  during  his    retreat,   he,   inllead    of  and  dnvU 
taking  flielter  under  the  cannon   of  Pampeluna,   "TJ.""'' 
or  waiting  the  arrival  of  feme  troops  which  were 
marching   to   join   him,    attacked   the    Spaniards, 
though  far  fuperior  to  him  in  number,  with  great 
impetuofity,  but  with  fo   little   conduct,   that  his 
forces  were   totally  routed,  he   himfelf,   together 
with   his  principal  officers,    was    t?.ken    prifoner, 
and  Spain  recovered  pofTeffion  of  Navarre  in  flill 
fhorter  time   than  the   French   had   fpent  in  the 
conqueft  of  it  ^ 

While   Francis  endeavoured  to  jufiify  his  in-  uoaivn-.. 
vafion  of  Navarre,  by  carrying  it  on  in  the  name   thUr 
ot  Henry  D'Albert,  he  had  recourfe  to  an  artifice  ^^'"'-^^'''^ 
much    of  the   fame   kind,    in   attacking   another 
part   of   the  emperor's  territories.     Robert  de  la 
Mark,  lord  of  the  fmall  but  independent  territory 
'of  Bouillon,     fituated    on    the  frontiers   of  Lux- 
cinbourg    and    Champagne,     having    abandoned 
Charles's  fcrvice  on  account  of  an  encroachment 
vvhich  the  Auhc  council  had  made  on  his  jurif- 
diction,  and  having  thrown  himfelf  upon  France 
tor  protection,  was  eanly  perfuaded,  in  the  heat 
ot  his  refentment,  to    fend   a   herald  to  Worms 


y  Mem.  dc  BeUay,  p.  21.     p.  Mart,  Ep.  725. 
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and  to  declare  war  againfl  the  emperor  in  form^ 
Such  extravagant  infolence  in  a  petty  prince  fur- 
prifed  Charles,  and  appeared  to  him  a  certain 
proof  of  his  having  received  promifes  of  powerful 
fupport  from  the  French  king.  The  jullnefs  of 
this  conclufion  foon  became  evident.  Robert 
entered  the  dutchy  of  Luxembourg  witJi  troops 
levied  in  France,  by  the  king's  connivance,  though 
feemingly  in  contradidion  to  his  orders,  and  after 
ravaging  the  open  country,  laid  fiege  to  Vireton. 
Of  this  Charles  complained  loudly,  as  a  direct 
violation  of  the  peace  fubfifting  between  tbe  two 
crowns,  and  fummoned  Henry  VIII,  in  terms  of 
the  treaty  concluded  at  London  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  and  eighteen,  to  turn  hit 
arms  againfl  Francis  as  the  firfl  aggrefibr.  Francis 
pretended  that  he  was  not  anfwerable  for  Robert's 
conduct,  whofe  army  fought  under  his  own 
ftandards  and  in  his  own  quarrel ;  and  affirm^'/, 
that,  contrary  to  an  exprefs  prohibition,  he  hed 
feduced  fome  fubjccts  of  France  into  his  fervicc- ; 
but  Henry  paid  fo  little  regard  to  this  evafion, 
that  the  French  king,  rather  than  irritate  a  prinsc 
whom  he  flill  hoped  to  gain,  commanded  De  la 
Mark  to  difband  his  troops  ^ 

The  emperor,  mean  while,  was  afifembling  an 
army  to  chaflife  Robert's  infolence.  Twenty 
thoufand  men,    under   the  count   of  NaiTau,   in- 

=^  Mem.  de  Bellay,  p.  22,  &c.      Mem.  de   Fleuranges,  p. 
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-  radcd  his  little  territories,  and  in  a  fev:  days  be- 
came mailers  of  every  place  in  thera  but  Sedan. 
After  making  him  feel  fo  fenlibly  the  weight  of  'S^i* 
his  mafler's  indignation,  NafTau  advanced  towards 
the  frontiers  of  France ;  and  Charles  knowing 
that  he  might  prefume  fo  far  on  Henry's  partia- 
lity in  his  favour,  as  not  to  be  overawed  by  the 
fame  fears  which  had  retrained  Francis,  ordered 
his  general  to  befiege  Moufon.  The  cowardice 
of  the  garrifon  having  obliged  the  governor  to 
furrender  almoft  without  refiflance,  Naflau  in-  s-cgeof 
veiled  Meziercs,  a  place  at  that  time  of  no  con-  thrimpj-^ 
fiderabie  ilrength,  but  fo  adrantageouily  fituated,  "  * 
that  by  getting  poiTefTion  of  it,  the  Imperial  army 
might  have  penetrated  into  the  heart  of  Cham- 
pagne, in  which  there  was  hardly  any  other  town 
capable  of  obitrudling  its  progrefs.  Happily  for 
France,  its  monarch,  fenfible  of  the  importance 
of  this  fortrefs,  and  of  the  danger  to  which  it  was 
expofed,  committed  the  defence  of  it  to  the  che- 
valier Bayard,  diilinguiihed  among  his  contem- 
poraries by  the  appellation  of  T^he  knight  without 
fear^  and  without  reproach  \  This  man,  whofe 
prowefs  in  combat,  whofe  pundilious  honour  and 
formal  gallantry,  bear  a  nearer  refemblance,  than 
any  thing  recorded  in  hiilory,  to  the  chara£ler 
afcribed  to  the  heroes  of  chivalry,  poiTelTed  all 
the  talents  which  form  a  great  general.  Thefc 
he  had  many  occafions  of  exerting  in  the  defence 
of  Mezieres ;   partly  by  his  valour,  partly  by  his 

*  Oeurres  de  Bran  tome,  torn,  vi,  i  !4. 
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BOOK,  condu^l:,  he  protracled  the  fiege  to  a  great  lengthy- 
,  __  '  ,  and  in  the  end  obliged  the  Imperialiils  to  raife 
.'••i*-  ir,  with  difgrace  and  lofs  ".  Francis,  at  the  head 
of  a  numerous  army,  foon  retook  Moufon,  and 
entering  the  Lovv-  Countries,  made  feveral  con- 
quefts  of  fmall  importance.  In  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Valenciennes,  through  an  excefs  of  cau- 
tion, an  error  with  which  he  cannot  be  often 
charged,  he  lo(l  an  opportunity  of  cutting  off  the 
whole  Imperial  army ' ;  and  what  w^as  ftill  more 
unfortunate,  he  difgufled  Charles  duke  of  Bour- 
bon, high  conllable  of  France,  by  giving  the  com- 
mand of  the  van  to  the  duke  D'xVien^oD,  though 
this  poft  of  honour  belonged  to  Bourbon,  as  a  pre- 
rogative of  his  office. 

Auguft.         During   thcfe  operations  in  the  field,  a  con- 
carafsj^un'l^  grcfs  was  held  at  Calais  under  the  mediation  of 
dfationT/'  Henry  VIII.  in   order   to  bring  all  differences  to 
Engiar.d,      ^^  amicable  iffue ;    and  if  the  intentions    of  the 
mediator  had  correfponded  in  any  degree  to  his 
profeffions,  it  could  hardly  have  failed  of  produ- 
cing fome  good  effed.     But  Henry  committed  the 
fole  management  of  the  negociation,  with   unli- 
mited powers,  to  Wolfey ;  and  this  choice  alone 
^^  J  was  fuIEcient  to  have  rendered  it  abortive.     That 

'V I  prelate,  bent   on  attaining   the  papal   crown,  the 

great  object  of  his  ambition,  and  ready  to  facri- 
fice  every  thing  in  order  to   gain  the  emperor's 
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interefl,  was  fo  little  able  to  conceal  his  partia- 
lity, that,  if  Francis  had  not  been  well  acquaint- 
ed with  his  haughty  and  vindictive  temper,  he  '^^*" 
wouvd  have  dechned  his  mediation.  Rluch  time 
was  fpent  in  inquiring  who  had  begun  hoftilities, 
which  Wolfey  afFe^led  to  reprefent  as  the  princi- 
pal pomt;  and  by  throwing  the  blame  of  that  on 
Francis,  he  hoped  to  juftify,  by  the  treaty  of 
London,  any  alliance  into  which  h  s.m.after  fhould 
cntfr  v.ith  Charles.  The  conditions  on  which  without  any 
hoftiliries  might  be  terminated  came  next  to  be 
confidered  ;  but  v.'ith  regard  to  thefe,  the  empe- 
ror's propofals  were  fuch,  as  difcovered  either 
that  he  was  utterly  averfe  to  peace,  or  that  he 
knew  Wolfey  would  approve  of  vv'haterer  terms 
ihould  be  offered  in  his  name.  He  demanded 
the  reflitution  of  the  dutchy  of  Burgundy,  a  pro- 
vince, the  poiTefTion  of  which  would  have  given 
him  accefs  into  the  heart  of  France ;  and  re- 
quired to  be  relcafed  from  tlie  homage  due  to 
the  crown  cf  France  for  the  counties  of  Flanders 
and  Artois,  which  ncne  of  his  anceflors  had  ever 
refufed,  and  which  he  had  bound  himfelf  by  the 
treaty  of  Noyon  to  renew.  Thefe  terms,  to 
which  an  high-fpirited  prince  would  fcarcely 
have  liftened,  after  the  .difaflers  of  an  unfortu- 
nate war,  Francis  rejected  with  great  difdain ; 
and  Charles  (hewing  no  inclination  to  comply 
with  the  more  equal  and  moderate  proportions 
of  the  French  monarch,  that  he  fhould  reftore 
Navarre  to  its  lawful  prince,  and  withdraw  his 
troops  from  the  fiege  of  Tournay,  the  congrefs 
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broke  up  without  any  other  efFed  than  that  which 
attends  unfuccefsful  negociations,  the  exafperating 
of  the  parties  whom  it  was  intended  to  recon- 
cile^. 
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League  DuRiNG  the  continuance  of  the  conerefs,  Wol- 

againrt  O  ' 

France  be-    fev,   on  prctcnce  that  the  emperor  himfelf  would 

tween  the  .     .  ^ 

emperor       be  more  wilhns:  to  make   reafonable    conceflions 

and  Henry  •    -a 

Viji.  than  his  mimiters,  made  an  excurfion  to  Bruges, 

to  meet  that  monarch.  He  was  received  by 
Charles,  who  knew  his  vanity,  with  as  m_uch 
refpecl  and  magnificence  as  if  he  had  been  king  of 
England,  But  inflead  of  advancing  the  treaty 
of  peace  by  this  interview,  Wolfey,  in  his  mailer's 
name,  concluded  a  league  with  the  emperor 
againft  Francis ;  in  which  it  was  ftipulated,  that 
Charles  fhould  invade  France  en  the  fide  of 
Spain,  and  Henry  in  Picardy,  each  with  an  army 
of  forty  thoufand  men;  and  that,  in  order  to 
ftrengthen  their  union,  Charles  fhould  efpoufe 
the  princefs  Mary,  Henry's  only  child,  and  the 
apparent  heir  of  his  dominions  ^  Henry  produced 
no  better  reafons  for  this  micafure,  equally  unjufl 
and  impolitic,  than  the  article  in  the  treaty  of 
London,  by  which  he  pretended  that  he  v/as 
bound  to  take  arms  againft  the  French  king  as  the 
firft  aggreflbr ;  and  the  injury  which  he  alleged 
Francis  had  done  him,  in  permitting  the  duke  of 
j  Albany,  the  head  of  a  faction  in  Scotlaud,  which 


^  P.  Mart.  Ep  739.     Herbert. 
•  Rymcr,  Feeder,   xiii.     Herbert. 
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oppofed  the  intereft  of  England,  to  return  into 
that  kingdom.  He  was  influenced,  however,  by 
other  ccnfiderations.  The  advantages  which  ac- 
crued t'j  his  fubif.rts  from  maintaining  an  exad 
neutrality,  or  the  honour  that  refulted  to  himfelf 
from  ading  as  the  arbiter  between  the  contending 
princes,  appeared  to  his  youthful  imagination  fo 
inconfiderable,  when  compared  with  the  glory 
which  might  be  reaped  from  leading  armies  or 
conquering  provinces,  that  he  determined  to  re- 
main no  longer  in  a  ftate  of  inadivity.  Having 
once  taken  this  rcfolution,  his  inducem.ents  to 
prefer  an  alliance  with  Charles  were  obvious.  He 
had  no  claim  upon  any  part  of  that  prince's 
dominions,  mofl  of  which  were  fo  fituated,  that 
he  could  not  attack  them  without  great  difficulty 
and  difadvantage ;  whereas  feveral  maritime  pro- 
vinces of  France  had  been  long  in  the  hands  of 
the  Englifh  monarchs,  whofe  pretenfions,  even 
to  the  crown  of  that  kingdom,  were  not  as  yet 
altogether  forgotten ;  and  the  pofTelTion  of  Ca- 
lais not  only  gave  him  eafy  accefs  into  fome  of 
thofe  provinces,  but  in  cafe  of  any  difafler,  af- 
forded him  a  fecure  retreat.  While  Charles  at- 
tacked France  on  one  frontier,  Henry  flattered 
himfelf  that  he  flrould  find  little  refiilance  on  the 
other,  and  that  the  glory  of  re  annexing  to  the 
crown  of  England  the  ancient  inheritance  of  its 
monarchs  on  the  continent,  was  refei*ved  for  his 
reign.  Wolfey  artfully  encouraged  thefe  vain 
hopes,  whi':b  led  his  mafler  into  fuch  meafures  as 

N  4  were 


BOOK 
11. 


1521. 


THE    REIGN    OF    THE 

were  mod  fubfervient  to  his  own  fecret  Ichemes  ^ 
and  the  Englifli,  whofe  hereditary  animofity  againil 
the  French  was  apt  to  rekindle  on  every  occafion, 
did  not  difapprove  cf  the  martial  fpirit  of  their 
fcvereign. 

Horrifies         IVIe  AN  WHILE  the  leag^ue  between  the  pope  and 

in  Italy.  . 

the  emperor  produced  great  effecls  in  Italy,  and 
rendered  Lombardy  the  chief  theatre  of  war.  There 
was,  at  that  time,  fuch  contrariety  between  the; 
character  of  the  French  and  the  Italians,  that  the 
latter  fubmitted  to  the  government  of  the  for- 
mer with  greater  impatience  than  they  exprelTed 
under  the  dominion  of  other  foreigners.  The 
phlegm  of  the  Germans  and  gravity  of  the  Spa- 
niards, fuited  their  jealous  temper  and  ceremo- 
nious manners  better  than  the  French  gaiety,  too 
prone  to  gallantry,  and  too  little  attentive  to 
decorum..  Lewis  XII.  however,  by  the  equity 
and  gentlencfs  of  his  adminiftration,  and  by  grant- 
ing the  Milanefe  more  extenfive  privileges  than 
thofe  they  had  enjoyed  under  their  native  princes, 
had  overcome,  in  a  great  meafure,  their  preju- 
dices, apd  reconciled  them  to  th^  French  govern- 
ment. Francis,  on  recovering  that  dutchy,  did  not 
imitate  the  exam.ple  of  his  predeceflbr.  Though 
too  generous  himfelf  to  opprefs  his  people,  his 
boundlefs  confidence  in  his  favourites,  and  his 
negligence  in  examining  into  the  condudl  of  thofe 
whom  he  entrufted  with  power,  emboldened 
thc^i   to   venture  upon  manv  ads  of  oppreifion. 
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The  government  of  Milan  was  commuted  by  hini  ^  ^^f^^ 
to  Odet  de  Foix,  Marechal  da  Lautrec,  another  *--v— » 
brother  of  Madam.e  de  Chateau-Briand,  an  officer  Thl'M.ia- 
of  great  experience  and  reputation,  but  haughty,  "d  witif"hc' 
imperious,  rapacious,  and  incapable  either  oi  hften-  vernmem.' 
ine  to  advice  or  of  bearing  contradiction.  His 
infolence  and  exa^ions  totally  alienated  the  afiec- 
tions  of  the  Milanefe  from  France,  drove  many 
of  the  confiderable  citizens  into  banifhment, 
and  forced  others  to  retire  for  their  own  fafety. 
Among  the  lad  Vvas  Jerone  Morone,  vice-chan- 
cellor of  Milan,  a  man  whofe  genius  for  intrigue 
and  enterprife  diPanguifhed  him  in  vn  age  and 
country,  where  violent  factions,  as  well  as  fie- 
quent  revolutions,  affording  great  fcope  for  fuch 
talents,  produced  or  called  them  forth  in  great 
abundance.  He  repaired  to  Francis  Sforza, 
whofe  brother  Maximiilian  he  had  betrayed  ;  and 
fufpecting  the  pope's  intention  of  attacking  the 
Milanefe,  although  his  treaty  with  the  emperor 
was  not  yet  made  public,  he  propofed  to  Leo, 
in  name  of  Sforza,  a  fcheme  for  furprifmg 
feveral  places  in  that  dutchy  by  means  of  the 
exiles,  who,  from  hatred  to  the  French,  and  from 
attachment  to  their  former  maflers,  were  ready  for 
any  defperate  enterprife.  Leo  not  only  encou- 
raged the  attempt,  but  advanced  a  confiderable 
fum  towards  the  executian  of  it ;  •  and  when, 
through  unforefeen  accidents,  it  failed  of  fuccefs 
In  every  part,  he  allowed  the  exiles  who  had 
alfcmbled  in  2.  body,  to  retire  to  Reggio,  which  be- 
longed at  that  time  to  the  church,     ihe  Marechal 
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de  Foix,  who  commanded  at  Milan  in  abfencc 
of  his  brother  Lautrec,  who  was  then  in  France, 
J«ne24.  tempted  with  the  hopes  of  catchine  at  once, 
as  in  a  fnare,  all  the  avowed  enemies  of  his 
mafter's  government  in  that  country,  ventured  to 
march  into  the  ecclefiaflical  territories,  and  to 
inveft  Reggio.  But  the  vigilance  and  good 
condu6l  of  Guicciardini  the  hiftorian,  governor  of 
that  place,  obliged  the  French  general  to  abandon 
The  pope  thc  enterpHfe  with  difgrace^  Leo,  on  receiving 
j-sainft  this  intelligence,  with  vvhich  he  was  highly 
pleafed,  as  it  furnijfhed  him  a  decent  pretence 
for  a  rupture  with  France,  immediately  aflembled 
the  conhilory  of  cardinals.  After  complaining 
bitterly  of  the  hoftile  intentions  of  the  French 
king,  and  magnifying  the  emperor's  zeal  for 
the  church,  of  which  he  had  given  a  recent 
proof  by  his  proceedings  againfl  Luther,  he 
declared  that  he  was  conftrained  in  felf-defence, 
and  as  the  only  expedient  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  ecclefiaflical  ftate,  to  join  his  arms  to  thofe  of 
that  prince.  For  this  purpofe,  he  now  pretended 
to  conclude  a  treaty  with  Don  John  Manuel, 
although  it  had  really  been  figned  fomc  months 
before  this  time  ;  and  he  pubhcly  excommunicated 
De  Foix,  as  an  impious  invader  of  St.  Peter's 
patrimony. 

War  in  the        Leo  had  already  bcgun  preparations  for  war  by 
taking  into  pay  a  confiderable  body  of  Swifs ;  but 

f  Guic.  lib.  xiv,  i8^.     Mem.  dc  Bellny,  p.  3S,  &c. 
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the  Imperial    troops    advanced    fo     fiowly    from 
Naples  and  Germany,  that  it  was  the   middle  of 
autumn  before  the  army  took  the  held  under  the 
command  of  Profper  Colonna,  the  moil  eminent 
of  the  Italian  generals,  uhofe  extreme  caution,  the 
effect  of  long  experience  in  the  art  of  war,  vvas 
oppofed  with  great    propriety  to  the  impetuofity 
of   the   French.      In   the   mean   time,    De    Foix 
difpatched  courier  after  courier  to  inform  the  king 
of  the  danger  which  w^as  approaching.     Francis, 
whofe    forces   were   either  employed   in  the  Low 
Countries,    or    alTemblingr    on     the     frontiers    of 
Spain,    and   who    did   not   expecl   fo    fudden   an 
attack    in    that   quarter,    fent   amballadors   to    his 
alhes  the  Swifs,  to  procure  from,  them  the  imme- 
diate levy  of  an  additional  body  of  troops ;  and  com- 
manded Lautrec  to    repair   forthwith   to   his   go- 
vernment.   That  general,  who  was  well  acquainted 
with   the   great  neglect  of  ceconomy   in   the  ad- 
miniflration  of  the  king's  finances,  and  who  knew 
how  much  the  troops  in  the  Milanefe  had  already 
fufFered   from  the  want  of  their  pay,    refufed  to 
fet  out,  unlefs  the  fum  of  three  hundred  thoufand 
crowns  was  immediately  put  into  his  hands.     But 
the    king,    Louife    of    Savoy,    his    mother,    and 
Semblancy,  the  fupenntendant  of  finances,  having 
promifed,  even  with  an  oath,  that  on  his  arrival 
at   Milan,    he    fhould    find    remittances   for   the 
fum  which  he  demanded  ;  upon  the  faith  of  this, 
he  departed.     Unhappily   for  France,    Louife,    a 
woman  deceitful,  vindictive,  rapacious,  and  capable 
of     facrificing     any    thing    to    the    gratification 
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of  her  pafTions,  but  who  had  acquired  an  abfolute 
afcendant  over  her  fon  by  her  maternal  tenderrxefs, 
her  care  of  his  education,  and  her  great  abihties, 
was  refolved  not  to  perform  this  promife.  Lautrec 
having  incurred  her  difpleafure  by  his  haughtlnefs 
in  ncgledling  to  pay  court  to  her,  and  by  the 
freedom  with  which  he  had  talked  concerning 
fome  of  her  adventures  in  gallantry,  {he,  in  order 
to  deprive  him  of  the  honour  which  he  might 
have  gained  by  a  fuccefsful  defence  of  the  Pvlilanefe, 
ftized  the  three  hundred  thoufand  crowns  dcPtined 
for  that  fervice,  and  detained  them  for  her  own  ufe, 

Promfsof  Lautrec,  notwithflandino:  this  cruel  difappoint- 
uAiAs.  ment,  found  means  to  alTemble  a  confiderable 
army,  though  far  inferior  in  number  to  that  of 
the  confederates.  He  adopted  the  plan  of  defence 
mofi:  fuitable  to  his  fituation,  avoiding  a  pitched 
battle  with  the  greatefl  care,  while  he  haraffed 
the  enemy  continually  with  his  light  troops, 
beat  up  their  quarters,  intercepted  their  convoys, 
and  covered  or  relieved  every  place  which 
they  attempted  to  attack.  By  this  prudent 
condud,  he  not  only  retarded  their  progrefs,  but 
would  have  foon  wearied  out  the  pope,  who  had 
hitherto  defrayed  almofl  the  whole  expence  of 
the  war,  as  the  emperor,  whofe  revenues  in  Spain 
were  diilipated  during  the  commotions  in  that 
country,  and  who  was  obHged  to  fupport  a 
numerous  army  in  the  Netherlands,  could  not 
make  any  confiderable  remittances  into  Italy. 
But  an  unforefeer^  accident   difconcerted   all   his 
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meafures,  and   occafioned   a   fatal   reverfe  in  the    b  o  o  k 

French  alFairs.     A  body  of  twelve  thoufand  Swifs   , ^— j 

fcrved  in  Lautrec's  ai-my  under  the  banners  of  ^s^'' 
the  republic,  with  which  France  was  in  alliance. 
In  confequence  of  a  law,  no  lefs  political  than 
humane,  eflabhihed  among  the  cantons,  their 
troops  were  never  hired  out  by  public  authority 
to  both  the  contending  parties  in  any  wari  This 
law,  however,  the  love  of  gain  had  fometimes 
eluded,  and  private  perfons  had  been  allowed  to 
enlifl  in  what  ferv^ice  they  pleafed,  though  not 
under  the  public  banners,  but  under  thofc  of 
therr  particular  officers.  The  cardinal  of  Sion,  , 
who  (till  preferved  his  interefl  among  his  country- 
men, and  his  enmity  to  France,  having  prevailed 
on  them  to  connive  at  a  levy  of  this  kind, 
twelve    thoufand  Swifs,  infligated  by  him,  joined 

the  army  of  the  confederates.     But  the  leaders  ia 

J- 

the  cantons,  when  they  faw  fo  many  of  their 
countrymen  marching  under  the  hoflile  flandard?, 
and  ready  to  turn  their  arms  againfl:  each  other, 
became  fo  fenfible  of  the  infamy  to  which  they 
would  be  expofed,  by  permitting  this,  as  well  as 
the  lofs  they  might  fuffer,  that  they  difpatched 
couriers,  commanding  their  people  to  leave  both 
armies,  and  to  return  forthwith  into  their  own 
country.  The  cardinal  of  Sion,  however,  had 
the  addrefs,  by  corrupting  the  meffengers  appointed 
to  carry  this  order,  to  prevent  it  from  being 
delivered  to  the  Swifs  in  the  fervice  of  the 
confederates ;  but  being  intimated  in  due  form  to 
thofe  in  the  French ^army,   they,  fatigued   with 
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B  0^0  K    the  length  of  the  campaign,  and  murmuring  for 
v.^,^^    want  of  pay,  inflantly  yielded  obedience,  m  fpitc 
3J2I.       of  Lautrec's  remonflrances  and  intreaties. 

After  the  defertion  of  a  body  which  formed 
the  ftrength  of  his  army,  Lautrec  durfl  no  longer 
face  the  confederates.     He  retired  towards  Milan, 
encamped  on  the  banks  of  the  Adda,  and  placed 
his  chief  hopes   of  fafety  in  preventing  the  enemy 
from  paffing  that  river ;  an  expedient  for  defend- 
ing a  country  fo  precarious,  that  there  arc  few 
inflances   of    its    being    employed    with    fucccfs 
againft    any   general   of   experience    or    abilities. 
^X'of    Accordingly  Colonna,    notwithflanding  Lautrec's 
vigilance  and  adivity,  palTcd  the  Adda  with  Httle 
lofs,  and  obliged  him  to  (hut  himfelf  up  within 
the  walls  of  Milan,  which  the  confederates  were 
preparing  to  befiege,  when  an  unknown  perfon, 
who  never  afterwards  appeared  either  to  boaft  of 
this  fcrvice,  or  to   claim  a   reward  for  it,    came 
from    the  city,    and   acquainted  Morone,    that   if 
the  army  would  advance  that  night,    the  Ghibel- 
line   or  Imperial  fadion  would  put  them  in  pof- 
feffion  of  one  of  the  gates.     Colonna,  though  no 
friend  to  rafh  enterprifes,  allowed  the  marquis  de 
Pefcara   to    advance   with    the    Spani/h    infantry, 
and   he   himfelf    followed   with   the   rcfl    of    his 
troops.     About   the  beginning  of  night,  Pefcara 
arriving  at  the  Romm  gate  in  the  fuburbs,  furprifed 
the  foldiers  whom  he  found  there;  thofe  pofted 
in  the  fortifications  adjoining  to   it,   immediately 
fled  5  the  marquis  feizing  the  w^orks  which  they 

abau« 


EMPEROR   CHARLES    V.  ^9^ 

abandoned,  and  puHiing  forward  inceffantly,  though 
with  no  lefs  caution  than  vigour,  became  mafter  of 
the  city  whh  Utile  bloodflied,  and  almofl  without 
refiflance ;  the  vidors  being  as  much  ailoniflied 
as  the  vanquifhed  at  the  facihty  and  fuccefs  of  the 
attempt.  Lautrec  retired  precipitately  towards 
the  Venetian  territories  vvith  the  remains  of  his 
fhattered  army ;  the  cities  of  the  INIilanefe,  fol- 
lowing the  fate  of  the  capital,  furrendered  to  the 
confederates ;  Parma  and  Placentia  were  united 
to  the  ecclefiaflical  flate,  and  of  all  their  conquers 
in  Lombardy,  only  the  town  of  Cremona,  the 
callle  of  Milan,  and  a  few  inconfiderable  forts, 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  French  ^. 

Leo  received  the  accounts  of  this  rapid  fuccef-   De^thoi 

Leo  X, 

fion  of  profperous  events  with  fuch  tranfports  of 
joy,  as  brought  on  (if  we  may  beHeve  the  French 
hiflorians'  a  flight  fever,  which  being  neglected, 
occafioned  his  death  on  the  fecond  of  December, 
while  he  was  flill  of  a  vigorous  age  and  at  the 
height  of  his  glory.  By  this  unexpected  accident, 
the  fpirit  of  the  confederacy  was  broken,  and 
its  operation  fufpended.  The  cardinals  cf  Sion 
and  Medici  left  the  army  that  they  migh:  De 
prefent  in  the  conclave  ;  the  Swifs  were  recalled 
by  their  fuperiors ;  fome  other  mercenaries  dif- 
banded  for  want  of  pay ;  ^and  only  the  Spaniards, 
and   a   few    Germans    in   the   emperor's   fervice, 

s  Giiic.  1.  xiv.  J 90,  Sec.  Mem.  de  Bellay,  42,  Sec.  Galeacii 
Capella  de  reb.  geft.  pro  reftitut.  Fran.  Sfortiae  Comment,  ap. 
Scardium,  vol.  ii.   i8c,  kc. 
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remained  to  defend  the  Milanefe.  But  Lautrecj 
dellitute  bcth  of  men  and  of  money,  was  unable 
to  improve  this  favourable  opportunity  in  the 
manner  which  he  would  have  wifhed.  The 
TS^z-  vigilance  of  Morone,  and  the  good  conducT:  of 
Colunna,  difappointed  his  feeble""  attempts  on  the 
Milanefe.  Guicciardini,  by  his  addrefs  and  valour^ 
repulfed  a  bolder  ai:d  more  dangerous  attack  which 
he  made  on  Parma  ^ 

^etci  Great    difcord    prevailed     in    the    conclave^ 

r^;^'  which    followed   upon   Leo's    death,   and   all  the 

arts  natural  to  men  grown  old  in  intrigue,  when 
contending   for    the   higheft   prize  an  ecclefiaftic 
can  obtain,  weie  praCtifed.     Wolfey's  name,  not- 
withflanding  all   the   emperor's  magnificent   pro- 
Tiiifes    to    favour   his    pretenfions,    of  which  that 
prelate    did  not  fail  to  remind    him,  was   hardly 
mentioned   in   the    conclave.      Julio    cardinal    de 
Medici,   Leo's   nephew,    who   was    more    eminent 
than  any  other  member  of  the  facred  college  for 
his   abilities,   his   wealth,    and   his    experience   in 
tranfaaing     great    aOairs,    had    already    fecured 
fifteen  voices,  a   number   fuflicient,    according  to 
the  forms  of  the  conclave,  to  exclude  any  other 
candidate,  though   not  to   carry  his  own  eledion. 
As  he  was  flill  in  the  prime  of  life,  all  the  aged 
cardinals  combined  againil  him,  without  being  united 
in  favour  of  any  other  perfon.    While  thefe  factions 
were  endeavouring  to  gain,  to  corrupt,  or  to  weary 
out  each  other,  Medici  and  his  adherents  voted 

^   Guic,  1.  xiv,  214. 

one 
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one  moraino;  nt  the  fcrutinv,  v.hich  according-  to 

form  was  made  every  day,  for  cardinal  Adrian  of 

Utrecht,  who   at  that  time  governed  Spain  in  the       *^"* 

emperor's  name.     This  they  did  merely  to  protract 

time.      But   the    adverfe    party   inflantly    clofing 

with  them,  to  their  own  amazement   and  that  of 

all  Europe,  a  ftranger  to  Italy,  unknown  to  the 

perfons   who   gave  their  fuffrages    in  his   favour, 

and  unacquainted  with  the  manners  of  the  people, 

or  the  intereil  of  the  (late,  the  government  of  Vvdiich 

they  conferred  upon  him,  was  unanimcufiy  raifed 

to  the  papal  throne,  at  a  junclure  lO  delicate  ^jid  January  9, 

critical,  as  would  have  demanded  all  the  fap-acity 

O  J 

and  experience  of  one  of  the  mofl  able  prelates 
in  the  facred  college.  The  cardinals  tliemfelves, 
unable  to  give  a  reafon  for  this  flrange  choice, 
on  account  of  vv^hich,  as  thev  marched  in  pre- 
cefTion  from  the  coriciave,  they  vvere  loaded 
with  infults  and  curfes  by  the  Roman  people, 
ptfcribed  it  to  an  immediate  impulfe  of  the  Holy 
Ghod.  It  may  be  imputed  with  greater  certainty 
to  the  inBuence  of  Don  John  Manuel,  the  Imperial 
ambalTador,  who  by  his  addrefs  and  intrigues  faci- 
litated the  eleftion  of  a  perfon  devoted  io  his  maf- 
ter's  fervice,  from  gratitude,  from  interefl,  and  from 
inclination  K 


Beside  the   influence  which   Charles   acauired  W3rrsne%v- 

>■  eJ  in  trie 

by  Adrian's  promotion,   it  threv/  great  iuflre  on  -^--i'-i^-c. 

»  Herm.  Moringi  Vitu  Hadrlani,  ap.  Cafp.  Burman.  in  Ana- 
left,  de  Kadr.  p.  52-.     Conclave  Hadr,  Ibid,  p.  14^,  ice. 
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his  adminiflration.  To  beftow  on  his  preceptor 
fuch  a  noble  recompence,  and  to  place  on  the  papal 
throne  one  whom  he  had  raifed  from  obfcurity, 
^ere  a£ls  of  uncommon  magnificence  and  power, 
Francis  obferved,  with  the  fenfibllity  of  a  rival,  the 
pre-eminence  which  the  emperor  was  gaining,  and 
refolved  to  exert  himfelf  with  frefii  vigour,  in  order 
to  wrefl  from  him  his  late  conquefls  in  Italy.  The 
Swifs,  that  they  mig'ht  make  fome  reparation  to  the 
French  king,  for  having  withdrawn  their  troops 
from  his  army  fo  unfeafoiiably,  as  to  occafion  the 
lofs  of  the  Milanefe,  permitted  him  to  levy  ten 
thoufand  m.en  in  the  republic.  Together  with  this 
reinforcement,  Lautrec  received  from  the  king  a 
fm.all  fum  of  money,  which  enabled  him  once  more 
to  take  the  field  ;  and  after  feizing  by  furprize,  or 
force,  feveral  places  In  the  Milanefe,  to  advance 
w'ithin  a  few  mile3  of  the  capital.  The  confederate 
army  was  In  no  condition  to  obflru^l  his  progrefs ; 
for  though  the  Inhabitants  of  Milan,  by  the  artifices 
of  Morone,  and  by  the  popular  declamations  of 
a  monk  whom  he  employed,  were  enflamed  with 
fucli  enthufiaflic  zeal  agalnfl  the  French  govern- 
ment, that  they  confented  to  raife  extraordinary 
contributions,  Colonna  muff  foon  have  abandoned 
the  advantageous  camp  which  he  had  chofen 
at  Bicocca,  and  have  difmifTed  his  troops  for 
want  of  pay,  if  the  Swifs  in  the  French  fervlce 
had  not  once  moi'e  extricated  him  out  of  his- 
difllculties. 


The 


iiicocc:!. 


IHyIPEROR  CHARLES  V.  r$f 

The  infolcnce  or  caprice  of  thofe  mercenaries  book 
V'erc  often  no  lefs  fatal  to  their  friends,  than  their  i — ^ — i 
valour    and   difcipline   were    formidable   to   their  ^,^v^'  . 

i  The  r  rencri 

enemies.  Having  now  ferved  fome  months  with-  fi^g'^a^^ijof 
cut  pav,  of  which  they  complained  loudly,  a  Ami 
deftined  for  their  ufe  was  fent  from  France 
under  a  convoy  of  horfe ;  but  Morone,  whofe 
vigilant  eye  nothing  efcaped,  polled  a  body  of 
troops  in  their  way,  io  that  the  party  which 
efcorted  the  money  durft  not  advance.  On  receiv- 
ing  intelligence  of  this  the  S\\ifs  loft  all  patience, 
and  oflicers  as  well  as  foldiers,  crowdins:  around 
Lautrec,  threatened  with  one  voice  inftantly 
to  retire,  if  he  did  not  either  advance  the  pay 
which  was  due,  or  promife  to  lead  them  next 
mornino:  to  battle.  In  vain  did  Lautrec  remonflrate 
againfl  thefe  demands,  reprefeming  to  them  the 
impoflibiiity  of  the  former,  and  the  rafhnefs  of 
the  latter,  which  m.ufl  be  attended  with  certain 
dedruction,  as  ihe  enemy  occupied  a  cam^p  na- 
turally  of  great  ftrength,  and  which  by  art  they 
had  rendered  almofl  inacceflible.  The  Swiis, 
deaf  to  reafon,  and  perfuaded  that  their  valour 
was  capable  of  furmounting  eveiy  obfhacle,  renewed 
their  demand  Vv'ith  great  fiercenefs,  offering  them- 
felves  to  form  the  vanguard,  and  to  begin  the 
attack.  Lautrec,  unable  to  overcome  their  cb- 
llinacy,  complied  with  their  requell,  hoping, 
perhaps,  that  fome  of  thofe  unforefeen  accidents 
which  fo  often  determjne  the  fare  of  battles 
might  crown  this  rafli  enterprife  with  undeferved 
fuccefs ;     and,     convinced    that   the    effccls  of  a 

O  2  defea: 
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book:     defeat  could  not  be  more  fatal  than  thofe  which^ 
v/ould   certainly    follow    upon   the   retreat    of    a 
body  which  compofed  one  half  of  his  army.     Next 
morning   the  Sv/ifs   were  early  in  the  field,  and 
marched  with  the  greatefl   intrepidity  againll  an- 
enemy  deeply  intrenched  on  every  fide,  furrounded 
with   artillery,     and    prepared    to    receive   them. 
As  they  advanced,  they  fuftained   a  furious  can- 
nonade  with  great  firmnefs ;    and,  without  waiting 
for  their  own  artillery,   ruilied  impetuoufly  upon 
the   intrenchments.      But  after   incredible   efforts 
of  valour,  v/hich  were  feconded  with  great  fpirit 
by  the  French,  having  loft  their  braved:  officers 
and  befl  foldiers,  and  finding  that  they  could  make 
no  impreffion  on  the  enemy's  works,  they  founded 
a  retreat;  leaving  the  field  of  battle,  however,  like 
men  repulfed,  but  not  vanquillied,  in  clofe  array, 
and  without  receiving  any   moleftation   from  the 
enemy. 

Driven  out        Next  dav,  fuch  as  furvivcd  fet  out  for  their 

ofthe  -^ 

Mhanefe,  owu  country ;  and  Lautrcc,  defpairing  of  being 
able  to  make  any  farther  refiftance,  retired  into 
Fiance,  after  throwing  garrifons  into  Cremona 
and  a  few  other  pkaces ;  all  which,  except  the 
citadel  of  Cremona,  Colonna  foon  obliged  to 
furrender. 

Lcf«Genoa.  Genoa,  howcvcr,  and  its  territories,  remaining 
fubjeft  to  France,  ftili  gave  Francis  confiderable 
footing  in  Italy,  and  made  it  eafy  for  him  to  exe- 
cute miy  fcbenie  for  the  recovery  of  the  Milanefe, 

But 
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B'Jt  Coionna,  rendered  enter prifmg  by  con- 
tinual fuccefs,  and  excited  by  the  folicitations  of 
the  faction  of  the  Adorni,  the  hereditary  enemies  ^%n- 
of  the  Fregofi,  who,  under  the  protedlion  of 
France,  poiTeiTed  the  chief  authority  in  Genoa, 
determined  to  attempt  the  reduftion  of  that  fhate  i 
,and  accompKflied  it  with  amazing  faciUty.  He 
became  mafler  of  Genoa  by  an  accident  as  unex- 
pected as  that  which  had  given  him  poffefnon  of 
Milan ;  and,  ahnoii:  without  oppofition  or  blooddied, 
the  power  of  the  Adorni,  and  the  authority  of  the 
emperor,  were  eilablifhed  in  Genoa  '^, 

Such  a  cruel  fucceiSon  of  misfortunes  affecled  Hen-yvnr, 
Francis  wi:h  deep  concern,  which  was  not  a  little  ^4^"againa 
augmented  by  the  unexpected  arrival  of  an  Engliih  f^g.^g, 
herald,  who,  in  the  name  of  his  fovereign,  declared 
war  in  form  againfl  France.  This  Hep  was  taken 
in  confequence  of  the  treaty  which  Wolfey  had 
concluded  with  the  emperor  at  Bruges,  and  which 
had  hitherto  been  kept  fecret.  Francis,  though  he 
had  reafon  to  be  furprifed  with  this  denunciation, 
after  having  been  at  fuch  pains  to  footh  Henry  and 
to  gain  his  minifter,  received  the  herald  wiih  great 
compofure  and  dignity  ^ ;  and,  without  abandoning 
any  of  the  fchemes  v;hich  he  was  forming  againft 
the  emperor,  began  vigorous  preparations  for  re- 
fifting  this  new  enemy.  His  treafury,  however, 
being  exhaufled  by  the  efforts  v/hich  he  had  already 

^  Jcvii  Vita  Ferdln.  Davali,  p.  344.     G'oic.  1,  xiv.  233. 
*  Journal  deLouife  de  Savoie,  p.  199, 
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made,  as  well  as  by  the  fums  he  expended  on  his 
ple^fures,  he  had  recourfe  to  extraxDrdinary  expe- 
J5-2'  dients  for  fupplying  it.  Several  new  offices  were 
created,  and  expofed  to  faie ;  the  royal  demefnes 
were  alienated  ;  unufual  taxes  were  impofed  ;  and 
the  tomb  of  St.  Martin  was  flripped  of  a  rail  of 
maflive  filver,  with  which  Louis  XL  in  one  of  his 
fits  of  devotion,  had  encircled  it.  By  means  of 
thefe  expedients  he  was  enabled  to  levy  a  confide- 
rable  army,  and  to  put  the  frontier  towns  in  a  good 
poilure  of  defence, 

Charles  The  emperor,  meanwhile,  was  no  lefs  felicitous 

ing.a.id,  to  draw  as  much  advantage  as  pcfiible  from  the  ac- 
ceiTion  of  fuch  a  powerful  ally  ;  and  the  profperous 
fituation  of  his  affairs,  at  this  time,  permitting  hini 
to  fet  out  for  Spain,  where  his  prefence  was  ex- 
tremely neceifary,  he  vifited  the  court  of  England 
in  his  way  to  that  country.  Ke  propofed  by  this 
interview  not  only  to  (irengthen  the  bonds  of  friend- 
fnip  wliich  united  him  with  Henry,  and  to  excite 
him  to  pufh  the  war  againfl  France  with  vigour, 
but  hoped  to  remove  any  difgufl  or  refentment  that 
Wolfey  might  have  conceived  on  account  of  the 
mortifying  difappointment  which  he  had  met  with 
in  the  late  conclave.  His  fuccefs  exceeded  his  m.oil 
fanguine  expeclations  ;  and,  by  his  artful  addrefs, 
during  a  refidence  of  fix  weeks  in  England,  he 
gained  not  only  the  Idng  and  the  mmTjler,  but  the 
nation  itfelf.  Henry,  whofe  vanity  w^as  fenfibly 
flattered  by  fuch  a  vifit,  as  well  as  by  the  ftudied 
refpect  with  which  the  emperor  treated  him  on  every 

occafion^ 
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occafion,  entered  warmly  into  all  his  fchemes.  The 
cardinal  forcfeeing,  from  Adrian's  age  and  infirmi- 
ties, a  fudden  vacancy  in  the  papal  fee,  diffembled 
pr  forgot  his  refentment ;  and  as  Charles,  befides 
augmenting  the  pennons  which  he  had  already 
feltled  on  him,  renewed  his  promife  of  favouring 
his  pretenfions  to  the  papacy,  with  all  his  interefb, 
he  endeavoured  to  merit  the  former,  and  to  fecure 
the  accomplifhment  of  the  latter  by  frefh  fervices. 
The  nation,  Iharing  in  the  glory  of  its  monarch, 
and  pleafed  with  the  confidence  which  the  em.peror 
placed  in  the  Englilh,  by  creating  the  earl  of  Surrev 
his  high-admiral,  difcovered  no  iefs  inclination  to 
commence  hoflilities  than  Henry  himfelf. 

In  order  to  give  Charles,  before  he  left  England,   TheErguni 
a  proof  of  this  general  ardour,  Surrey  failed  with  France, 
fuch  forces  as  were  ready,  and  ravaged  the  coafts 
of  Normandy.     He  then  made  a  defcent  on  Bre- 
tagne,  where  lie  plundered  and  burnt  Morlaix,  and 
fome  other  places  of  Iefs  confequence.     After  thefe 
flight  excurfions,  attended  with  greater  difnonour 
than  dam.age  to  France,  he  repaired  to  Calais,  and 
took  the  command  of  the  principal  army,  confifting 
of  fixteen  thoufand  men  ;  with  which,  having  joined 
the  Flemifh  troops  under  the  count  de  Buren,  he 
advanced  Into  Picardy.     The  army  which  Francis 
had  affembled  was  far  inferior  in  number  to  thefe 
united  bodies.     But  during  the  long  wars  between    vvirh  w-m 
the  tv/o  nations,   the  French   had  difcovered   the    ""''*' 
proper  method  of  defending  their  country  againfl 
the  EngHfii.     They  had  been  taught  by  their  mif. 

O  4  fortunes 
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B  0  0  n  fortunes  to  avoid  a  pitched  battle  with  the  utmoft 
^_  \.  _i  car-,  and  to  endeavour,  by  throwing  garrifons  into 
-i-*'  every  place  capable  of  refiftance,  by  watching  all 
the  enemy's  motions,  by  intercepting  their  convoys, 
attacking  their  advanced  polls,  and  haraffing  them 
ccntinuaHy  Vvith  their  numercus  cavalry^  to  ruin 
them  with  the  length  of  the  war,  or  to  beat  them 
bv  piece-meal.  This  plan  the  duke  of  Vendome, 
the  French  general  in  Picardy,  purfued  with  no  lefs 
prudence  than  fuccefs  ;  and  not  only  prevented 
Surrey  from,  taking  any  tov/n  of  importance,  but 
oblip-ed  him  to  retire  with  his  army  greatly  reduced 
bv  fatigue,  by  want  of  provifions,  and  by  the  lofs 
which  it  had  fuftained  in  feveral  unfuccefsful  fkir- 
xnidies. 

Thus  ended  the  fecond  can:ipaign,  in  a  war 
the  mofu  general  that  had  hitherto  been  kindled  in 
Europe ;  and  though  Francis,  by  his  mother's  ill- 
timed  refentmenr,  by  the  difguiling  infolence  of  hi$ 
general,  and  the  caprice  of  the  m+ercenary  troops 
which  he  employed,  had  loll  his  conquefts  in  Italy, 
vet  all  the  powers  combined  againfl  him  had  not 
been  able  to  make  any  imprciTion  on  his  hereditary 
dominions ;  and  wherever  they  either  intended  or 
attempted  an  attack,  he  was  well  prepared  to  receive 
thenu 

Sciyir:3'.'s  ^       While  the  Chriftlan  px^inces  vv-ere  thus  Vv-afling 

Ki'iodts,  ^    each  other's  flrength,  Solym.an  the  Magniiicent  en- 

tered  Hungary  with  a  num.erous  army,  and  invefu- 

inc  Bckrade,  wluch  wdiS  deemed  the  cliief  barrier 
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pf  that  kingdom  againfl  the  Turkifli  arms,  foon 
forced  it  to  furrender.    Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs, 
he  turned  his  victorious  ar-iis  againft  the  illand  of 
Rnoaes,  tne  feat,  at  that  time,  of  the  knights  of 
St.  John  of  Jerufalem.    This  fmall  ftate  he  attacked 
with  fuch  a  numerous  armv,  as  the  lords  of  xlfia 
have  been  accudomed  in  every  age  to  bring  into 
the  held.     Two  hundred  thoufand  men,  and  a  fleet 
of  four   hundred  fail,    appeared    againil    a   town 
defended  by  a  garrifon  confiding  of  five  thoufand 
foldiers,  and  fix  hundred  knights,  under  the  com-r 
mand  of  Villiers  de  LTHe  Adam,  the  grand  mafler, 
whofe  wifdom  and  valour  rendered  him  worthy  of 
that  ftation  at  fuch  a  dangerous  jundure.      No 
focner  did  he  begin  to  fufpecl  the  deflination  of 
Solyman's  vail  armaments,  than  he  difpatehed  mef- 
fcngers  to  all  the  Chriftian  courts,  imploring  their 
aid  againd  the  common  enemy.    But  though  every 
prince  in  that  age  acknowledged  Rhodes  to  be  the 
great   bulwark  of  Chridendom  in  the  eaft,    and 
trufted  to  the  gallantry  of  its  knights  as  the  beft 
fecurity  againil  the  progrefs  of  the  Ottoman  arm^s  ; 
though  Adrian,  with  a  zeal  which  became  the  head 
and  father  of  the  church,  cKhorted  the  contending: 
powers   to   forget  their  private  quarrels,  and,  by 
uniting  their  arms,  to  prevent  the  Infidels  from  de- 
firoying  a  fociety  v/hich  did  honour  to  the  Chriftian 
name  ;  yet  fo  violent  and  implacable  was  the  ani- 
mofity  of  both  parties,  that,  regard! efs  of  the  dan- 
ger to  which  they  expofed  all  Europe,  and  unmoved 
by  the  intreaties  of  the  grand  mafter,  or  the  admo- 
nitipns  of  the  pope,  they  fuiiered  Soiyman  to  carry 

on 
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on  his  operations  againfi:  Rhodes  without  di(i\i-;h^ 
ance.  The  grand  mafter,  after  incredible  efforts 
of  courage,  of  patience,  and  of  miHtary  conduct^ 
during  a  fiege  of  fix  months ;  after  fuftaining  many 
aifauks,  and  difputing  every  pofl  wiih.  aniazing 
obitinacy,  was  obliged  at  lafl  to  yield  to  numbers  ; 
iLiid,  having  obtained  an  honourable  capitulatisu: 
from  the  fultan,  who  admired  and  refpefted  his 
TJrtue,  he  furrendered  the  rown,  which  was  reduce^ 
to  a  heap  of  rubbifh,  and  dellitute  of  every  re- 
fource  ".  Charles  and  Francis,  afhamed  of  having 
occafioned  fuch  a-  lofs  to  Chriftendom  by  their  am* 
pitious  contcfts,  endeavoured  to  throw  the  blame 
of  it  on  each  other,  while  all  Europe,  with  greate^ 
jullice,  imputed  it  equally  to  t)oth/  The  emperor, 
by  way  of  reparation,  granted  the  knights  of  St. 
John  the  finall  illand  of  Malta,  in  which  they  fixed 
their  refidence,  retaining,  though  with  !efs  power 
and  fplendour,  their  ancient  fpirit,  and  impIacabU 
enmity  to  the  Infidels. 

»  Fontanus  de  Bello  Rhodio,  ap.  Scard.  Scnpt.   Rer.  Gtr. 
p^n.  vol.  ii.  p.  So.     P.  Barre.  fiifl.  d'AUem.  toii;e  viii.  57. 
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Charles,  having  had  the  fatisfaclion  of  feeing  book. 
hoflilities  begun  between  Prance  and  England,  took  ^^^^^^^ 
leave  of  Henry,  and  arrived  in  Spain  on  the  feven-  ^.  '^ 

^  ^  ■  ^  Civil 

teenth  of  Jane.  He  found  that  country  juft  be-  caiuie 
ginning  to  recover  order  and  ftrength  after  the 
miferies  of  a  civil  war,  to  which  it  had  been  expofed 
during  his  ab fence;  an  account  of  the  rife  and  pro- 
grefs  of  which,  as  it  was  but  little  connected  vvith 
the  other  ever.ts  which  happened  in  Europe,  hath 
been  referved  to  this  place. 


1522. 

Civil  waria 


No  foonerwas  it  known  that  the  Cortes  affem-  infurredion 
bled  in  Galicia  had  voted  the  emperor  a  frc:  gift, 

without 
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BOOK,  without  obtaining  the  redrefs  of  any  one  gnevance^ 
^-^yJ—j  than  it  excited  univerfal  indignation.  The  citi- 
'^"*  zens  of  Toledo,  who  confidered  themfelves,  on 
account  of  the  great  privileges  which  they  en- 
joyed, as  guardians  of  tiie  liberties  of  the  Gallic 
iian  commons,  finding  that  no  regard  was  paid 
to  the  remonftrances  of  their  deputies  againfl 
that  unccnftitutionai  grant,  took  arms  with  tu- 
multuary violence,  and  feizing  the  gates  of  the 
city  which  were  fortified,  attacked  the  ai-cazar, 
or  caPcIe,  which  they  foon  obliged  the  governor 
to  furrender.  Emboldened  by  this  fuccefs,  they 
deprived  of  all  authority  every  perfon  whom  they 
fufpecled  of  any  attachment  to  the  court,  eila- 
bliilied  a  popular  form  of  government,  compofed 
of  deputies  from  the  feveral  parifhes  in  the  city, 
and  levied  troops  in  their  own  defence.  The  chief 
leader  of  the  people  in  thefe  infurreclions  was 
Don  John  de  Padilla,  the  eldell  fon  of  the  com- 
mendator  of  Caftile,  a  young  nobleman  of  a  gene- 
rous temper,  of  undaunted  courage,  and  poflefTed 
of  the  talents,,  as  well  as  of  the  ambidon,  which^ 
in  times  of  civil  difcord,  raife  men   to  power  and 


eminence  % 


pf  Segovia.  TiiE  Tcfentment  of  the  citizens  of  Segovia  pro- 
duced effeds  {liil  more  fatal.  Tordefillas,  one 
of  their  reprefentatives  in  the  late  Cortes,  had 
voted  for  the  Donative,  and  being  a  bold  and 
haughty  man,  ventured,  upon  his  return,  to  call 

»  San  dor.  p.  77. 
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together  his  fellow- citizens  in  the  great  church, 
that  he  might  give  them,  according  to  cuflom, 
an  account  of  his  conduct  in  that  alTembly.  But 
the  mukitude,  unable  to  bear  his  infolence,  in 
attempting  to  juflify  what  they  thought  inex- 
cufable,  burfl  open  the  gates  of  the  church 
with  the  utmofl  fmy,  and  feizing  the  unhappy 
Tordtfillas,  dragged  him  through  the  i!:reets, 
with  a  thoufand  curfes  and  infults,  towards  the 
place  of  public  execution.  In  Yain  did  the 
dean  and  canons  come  forth  in  procefTiCn  with 
the  holy  facrament,  in  order  to  appeafe  their 
rage.  In  vain  did  the  monks  of  thofe  monaileries 
by  which  they  paffed,  conjure  them  on  their 
knees  to  fpare  his  life,  or  at  leall  to  allow  him 
time  to  confefs,  and  to  receive  abfolution  of  his 
fins.  Without  liflening  to  the  dictates  either  of 
humanity  or  religion,  they  cried  out,  "  That 
the  hangman  alone  could  abfolve  faeh  a  traitor 
to  his  country;"  they  then  hurried  him  along  with 
greater  violence ;  and  perceiving  that  he  had 
expired  under  their  hands,  they  hung  him  up 
with  his  head  downwards  on  the  common  gibbet  ^. 
The  fame  fpirit  feized  the  inhabitants  of  Burgos, 
Zamora,  and  feveral  other  cities  :  and  though 
th^ir  reprefentatives,  taking  warning  from  the 
fate  of  Tordefillas,  had  been  fo  wife  as  to  fave 
themFelves  by  a  timely  flight,  they  were  burnt  in 
efEgy,  their  houfes  ra^ed  to  the  ground,  and 
their  effedfs    confumed   with  iire  j  and  fuch  was 

^«  P.  Martyr.  E p.  67 1, 
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the  horror,  which  the  people  had  conceived  againA 
them,  as  betrayers  of  the  public  Uberty,  that  not 
i5-2«  one  in  thofe  Hcentious  muhitudes  would  touch  any 
thing,  however  valuable,  which  had  belonged  to 
them  c. 

Meafores  Adrian,    at  that  time    regent  of   Spain,  had 

in  order  to    fcarccly  fixed  the  feat  of  his  government  at  Val- 
them.  iadoiid,  when  he   was  alarmed  with  an  account 

"  's^lo.  of  thefe  infurre6lions.  He  immediately  aifembled 
the  privy  council  to  deliberate  concerning  the 
proper  method  of  fupprefling  them.  The  coun- 
fellors  differed  in  opinion  ;  fome  infiding  that  it 
was  neceffary  to  check  this  audacious  fpirit  in  its 
Infancy  by  a  fevere  execution  of  juflice ;  others 
advifing  to  treat  with  lenity  a  people  who  had 
fome  reafon  to  be  incenfed,  and  not  to  drive 
them  beyond  all  the  bounds  of  duty  by  an  ill- 
timed  rigour.  The  fentiments  of  the  former 
being  warmly  fupported  by  the  archbifnop  of 
Granada,  prelident  of  the  council,  a  perfon  of 
great  authority,  but  choleric  and  impetuous, 
were  approved  by  Adrian,  vvhofe  zeal  to  fap- 
port  his  mailer's  authority,  hurried  him  into  a 
meafure,  to  w^bich,  from  his  natural  caution  and 
timidity,  he  would  otherv/ife  have  been  averfe.  Ha 
com.manded  Ronquillo,  one  of  the  king's  judges,  to 
•  repair  inflantly  to  Segovia,  which  had  fet  the  firfl 
example  of  mutiny,  and  to  proceed  againfh  the 
delinquents  according  to  lav/  j  and  left  the  people 
V 

<^  Saiidov.  103.     P.  Mart.  Ep.  674. 
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fhould  be  fo  outrageous  as  to  refifl  his  authority,  i  o  o  ?L 
4  confiderable  body  of  troops  was  appointed  to  v-— ,X^ 
attend    him.      The   Seq-ovians,     forefeeinfr    what  u^^*^' 

"  '  o  l-ii3  troops 

they  might  expect  from  a  judge  fo  well  known  ^^^^^^^^^  *^ 
for  his  audere  and  unforgiving  temper,  took 
arms  with  one  confent,  and  having  muftered 
twelve  thoufand  men,  fhut  their  gates  againfl 
him.  Ronquillo,  enraged  at  this  infult,  de- 
nounced them  rebels  and  outlaws^  and  his  troops 
feizing  all  the  avenues  to  the  town,  hoped  thiat  it 
would  foon  be  obliged  to  furrender  for  v/ant  of 
provifions.  The  inhabitants,  however,  defended 
themfeives  with  vigour,  and  having  received  a 
confiderable  reinforcement  from  Toledo,  under 
the  command  of  Pc.dilla,  attacked  Ronquillo,  and 
forced  him  to  redre  with  the  lofs  of  his  baggage 
nd  miMtary  chefl  ^. 


t.1 


Upon  this,  Adrian  ordered  Antonio  de  Fonfeca,  2nd  at 
whom  the  emperor  had  appointed  commander  in  campo^. 
chief  of  the  forces  in  Caftile,  to  afTemble  an 
army,  and  to  befiege  Segovia  in  form.  But  the 
inhabitants  of  Medina  del  Campo,  v/here  cardi- 
nal Xirnenes  had  eflabhfhed  a  vafl  mao^azine  of 
military  flores,  would  not  fuller  him  to  draw 
from  it  a  train  of  battering  cannon,  or  to  deftroy 
their  countrymen  with  thofe  arms  which  had 
been  prepared  againft  the  enemies  of  the  king- 
dom. Fonfeca,  who  could  not  execute  his  orJers 
without    artillery,  determined  to  feize    the  maga- 

"Sandov.  112.     P.  Mart.  Ep.  679.    Miniana,  Gontin  p  i^. 
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BOOK  ziae  by  force ;  and  the  citizens  {landing  on  their 
defence,  he  affauited  the  town  with  great  brifk- 
nefs :  But  his  troops  were  fo  warm  ly  received, 
that,  defpairing  of  carrying  the  place,  he  fct  fire 
to  fome  of  the  houfes,  in  hopes  that  the  citizens 
would  abandon  the  v/alls,  in  order  to  fave  their 
families  and  effeSs.  Inllead  of  that,  the  expedient 
to  which  he  had  recourfe  ferved  only  to  increafe 
their  fury,  and  he  was  repulfed  with  great  difgrace^ 
while  the  flames,  fpreadmg  from  flreet  to  flreet, 
reduced  to  afhes  almoft  the  whole  town,  one  of 
the  mofl  confiderable  at  that  time  in  Spain,  and  the 
great  mart  for  the  manufaftories  of  Segovia  and 
feveral  other  cities.  As  the  warehoufes  were  then 
filled  with  goods  for  the  approach' ng  fair,  the 
iofs  was  immenfe,  and  was  felt  univerfally.  This, 
added  to  the  impreflion  which  fuch  a  cruel  adion 
made  on  a  people  long  unaccQilomed  to  the  horrors 
of  civil  war,  enraged  the  Cafiilians  ■  almoft  to 
madnefs.  Fonfeca  became  the  object  of  general 
hatred,  and  was  branded  vnih  the  name  of  in- 
cendiary, and  enemy  to  his  country.  Even  the 
citizens  of  Valiadoiid,  v>fhcm  the  prefence  of  the 
cardinal  had  hitherto  reftrained,  declared  that 
they  could  no  longer  remain  inactive  fpeclators 
of  the  fulferings  of  their  countrymen.  Taking 
arms  v/ith  no  lefs  fury  than  the  other  cities,  they 
burnt  Fonfeca's  houfe  to  the  ground,  elefted  new 
magiPiirates,  raifed  foldiers,  appointed  officers  to 
command  them,  and  guarded  their  walls  with  as 
much  diligence  as  if  an  enemy  had  been  ready  to 
attack  them^ 
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The     cardinal,    though    virtuous     and    dinnte-     ^  o.9  K. 


III. 


refted,  and    capable  of  governing    the    kingdom 

with  honour    in   times    ot     tranquillity,    pofleffed      Z^". 

^   ^  •>  '      >■  Adrian  dJ  - 

neither  the  couraere  nor  the  fa2:acity  neceflary  at  fuch  '^^^^-^  f^'s 

...  troops. 

a  dangerous  juncture.  Finding  himfelf  unable  to 
check  thefe  outrages  committed  under  his  own  eye, 
he  attempted  to  appeafe  the  people,  by  protefting 
that  Fonfeca  had  exceeded  his  orders,  and  had  bv 
his  rafn  conduct  offended  him,  as  much  as  he  had 
injured  them.  This  condefcenfion,  the  effect  of 
irrefolution  and  timidity,  rendered  the  malecontents 
bolder  and  more  infolent ;  and  the  cardinal  having 
foon  after  recalled  Fonfeca,  and  difmiffed  his  troops, 
which  he  could  no  longer  afford  to  pay,  as  the 
treafury,  drained  by  the  rapacioufnefs  of  the  Flemifh 
minifters,  had  received  no  fupply  from  the  great 
cities,  which  were  all  in  arms^  the  people  were  left 
at  fall  liberty  to  act  without  controul,  and  fcarcely 
any  fliadow  of  power  remained  in  his  hands. 

Nor  were  the  proceedings  of  the  commons  tlie  The  views 

rr    n  \  c  i  i  i  ^nd  preten- 

eiiects  merely  ot  popular  and  tumultuary  rage;  nonsofrhe 
they  aimed  at  obtaining  redrefs  of  their  political  of  caftUe. 
grievances,  and  an  eilabhfhment  of  public  liberty 
on  a  fecure  bafis,  objects  worthy  of  all  the  zeal 
which  thev  difcovered  in  contendin^^:  for  them.  The 
feudal  government  in  Spain  was  at  that  time  in  a 
(late  more  favourable  to  liberty  than  in  any  other  of 
the  great  European  kingdoms.  This  was  owing 
chiefly  to  the  number  of  great  cities  in  that  coun- 
try, a  circumilance  I  have  already  taken  notice  of. 
Vol.  II.  P  and 
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BOOK  and  which  contributes  more  than  any  other-  to  mi- 
i;.^.^^-!.^  tigate  the  rigour  of  the  feudal  inflitutions,  and  to 
^s^^'  introduce  a  more  liberal  and  equal  form  of  go- 
vernment. The  inhabitants  of  every  city  formed 
2  great  corporation,  with  valuable  immunities  and 
privileges ;  they  were  delivered  from  a  flate  of 
fubiection  and  vaflalage ;  they  were  admitted  to 
a  confiderable  fnare  in  the  legiflature  ;  they  had 
acquired  the  arts  of  induflry,  without  which  cities 
cannot  fubfift;  they  had  accumulated  wealth,  by 
engaging  in  commerce ;  and  being  free  and  inde- 
pendent themfelves,  were  ever  ready  to  acl  as  the 
guardians  of  the  public  freedom  and  independence. 
The  genius  of  the  internal  government  edablilhed 
among  the  inhabitants  of  cities,  which,  even  in 
countries  where  defpotic  power  prevails  mod,  is  de- 
mocratical  and  republican,  rendered  the  idea  of  li- 
berty familiar  and  dear  to  them.  Their  reprefenta- 
tives  m  the  Cortes  were  accuftomed,  with  equal 
fpirit,  to  check  the  encroachments  of  the  king  and 
the  opprefion  of  the  nobks.  They  endeavoured  to 
extend  the  privileges  of  their  own  order;  they  la- 
boured to  {hake  oif  the  remaining  incumbrances  with 
which  the  fpirit  of  feudal  polic}",  favourable  only  to 
the  nobles,  had  burdened  them  ;  and  confcious  of 
being  one  of  the  moil  confiderable  orders  in  the 
Hate,  were  ambitious  of  becoming  the  mod  powerfuL 

Tfjeircon-  The  prcfcnt  juncture  appeared  favourable  for 
tht'name^of  p^fKing  auy  new  claim.  Their  fovereign  was  ab- 
juliJa.  '^      fent  from  his   dominions ;  by   the  ill-condu6l  of 

his 
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hi3  minifters  he  had  lofl  the  efteem  and  affeclion 
of  hlsfubjecls;  the  people  exafperated  by  many 
injuries  had  taken  arms,  though  without  concert, 
almofl  by  general  confent ;  they  were  animated 
with  rage  capable  of  carrying  them  to  the  moll 
violent  extremes  ;  the  royal  treafury  was  exhaufled; 
the  kingdom  deflitute  of  troops  ;  and  the  govern- 
ment committed  to  a  flranger,  of  great  virtue  in- 
deed, but  of  abilities  unequal  to  fuch  a  trull:. 
The  hrft  care  of  Padilla,  and  the  other  popular 
leaders  who  obferved  and  determined  to  improve 
thefe  circumflances,  was  to  eflabliih  fome  form  of 
union  or  affociation  among  the  malecontents,  that 
they  might  act  with  greater  regularity,  and  purfue 
one  common  end;  and  as  the  different  cities  had 
been  prompted  to  take  arms  by  the  fame  motives, 
and  were  accuftomed  to  confider  themJelves  as  a 
diitincl  body  from  the  reft  of  the  fubjecls,  they  did 
not  find  this  difficult.  A  general  convention  was 
appointed  to  be  held  at  Avila.  Deputies  appeared 
there  in  name  of  almoft  all  the  cities  entitled  to 
have  reprefentatives  in  the  Cortes.  They  all  bound 
themfelves,  by  folemn  oath,  to  live  and  die  in 
the  fervice  of  the  king,  and  in  defence  of  the 
privileges  of  their  order  ;  and  alTuming  the  name 
of  the  holy  Jimfa^  or  affociation,  proceeded  to  de- 
liberate concerning  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  and  the 
proper  method  of  redreflino;  its  o-rievances.  The  J^.^)'^/- 
firft  that  naturally  prefented  itfelf  was  the  nomina-  (jjjfj-u ^  ^'*'' 
tion  of  a  foreigner  to  be  regent;  this  they  de- 
clared   with  one  voice    to  be    a   violation  of    the 

P  2  funda- 
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^  '■        to  fend  a  deputation  of  their  members  to  Adrian, 


ij;22. 


requiring  him  in  their  name  to  lav  afide  all  the 
enfigns  of  his  office,  and  to  abftain  for  the  future 
from  ihe  exercife  of  a  jurifdiction  which  they  had 
pronounced  illegal  \ 

Get  pof-  While   they   were    preparing    to    execute    this 

qu3en°*  bold  rcfolution,  Padilla  accompllihed  an  enterprife 
liu^^^i'^,  of  ^^c  greateft  advantage  to  the  cauf^.  After  re- 
lieving Segovia,  he  marched  fuddenly  to  Tordefillas, 
the  place  where  the  unhappy  queen  Joanna  had  re- 
fided  fmce  the  deatli  of  her  hufoand,  and  being  fa- 
voured by  the  inhabitants  was  admitted  into  the 
town,  and  became  maiter  of  her  perfon,  for  the  fe 
curity  of  which  Adrian  had  neglected  to  take  pro-' 
per  precautions ',  Padilla  waited  immediately  upon 
the  queen,  and  accoiling  her  with  that  profound  re- 
fpecl,  vchich  fhe  exa'fled  from  the  fev/  perfons 
whom  fhe  deigned  to  admit  into  her  prefence,  ac- 
quainted her  at  large  with  the  miferable  condition 
of  her  Caftiiirin  fubie6ts  under  the  covernm.ent  of 
her  fen,  who  being  deltitute  of  experience  himfelf, 
permitted  his  foreign  minilfers  to  treat  them  with 
fuch  rigour  as  had  obliged  them  to  take  arms 
in  defence  of  the  liberties  of  their  country.  The 
queen,  as  if  flie  had  been  awakened  out  of  r 
lethargy,  exprelTed    great    aftonirnment     at    what 

e  P.  Mart.  Ep.  691.  ^  Vita  dell'  Imper.  Carl.  V 

deli'  Alf.  Ulloa.  Ven,  1509.  p.  67.     Miniana,  Contin.  p.  17. 
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he  faid,  and  told  him,  that  as  fhe  had  never  heard, 
until  that  moment  of  the  death  of  her  father,  or 
known  the  fufferings  of  her  people,  no  blame  could  ^^"* 
be  imputed  to  her,  but  that  now  ihe  would  take 
care  to  provide  a  fufficient  remedy;  and  in  the  mean 
time,  added  flie,  let  it  be  your  concern  to  do  what 
is  necelTary  for  the  public  v;elfare.  Padilla,  too 
eager  in  forming  a  conclufion  agreeable  to  his 
wifhes,  miilook  this  lucid  interval  of  rcafon  for  a 
perfect  ret'.irn  of  that  tacuky  ;  and  acquainting  the 
Junta  with  what  had  happened,  advifed  them  to 
remove  to  Tordefillas,  and  to  hold  their  meetings 
in  that  place.  This  was  iniiantly  done;  but  though 
Joanna  received  very  graciouily  an  addrefs  of  the 
Junta,  befeeching  her  to  take  upon  herfelf  the  go- 
vernment of  the  kingdom,  and  in  token  of  her 
compliance,  admitted  all  the  deputies  to  kifs  her 
hand ;  though  (he  was  prefent  at  a  tournament  held 
on  that  occafion,  and  feenied  highly  fatished  with 
both  thefe  ceremonies,  which  were  conducted  with 
great  magnificence  in  order  to  pleafe  her,  fhe  foon 
relapfed  into  her  former  melancholy  and  fuUennefs, 
and  could  never  be  brought,  by  any  arguments  or 
intreaties,  to  fign  any  one  paper  necelTary  for  the 
difpatch  of  bufmefs  ^. 

The   Junta,  concealing  as  much  as  pofTible  this   Carry  on 
laft    circumflance,    carried   on  all    their   delibera-   mentinhcr 
tions  in  the  name  of  Joanna  ;   and  as  the    Cafli^  """^^' 

s  Siisdov.  164.     P.  Mart.  Ep.  685.  686. 

P  3  lians, 


SI4  THE    REIGN    OF    THE 


BOOK 

III. 


1522. 


Iian<^,  who  idolized  the  memon^  of  Ifabella,  re- 
tained a  wonderful  attachment  to  her  daughter,  no 
fooner  was  it  known  that  fhe  had  confented  to  af- 
fume  the  reins  of  government,  than  the  people  ex- 
prelTed  the  mod  univerfal  and  immoderate  joy;  and 
believing  her  recovery  to  be  complete,  afcribed  it 
to  a  miraculous  interpofition  of  Heaven,  in  order 
to  refcue  their  country  from  the  oppreilion  of  fo- 
and  deprive  reigners.  The  Junta,  confcious  of  the  reputation 
aii'power.  and  povv'cr  which  they  had  acquired  by  feeming  to 
a6l  under  the  royal  authority,  were  no  longer  fa- 
tished  with  requiring  Adrian  to  refign  the  office  of 
regent ;  they  detached  Padilla  to  Valladolid  with 
a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  ordering  him_  to 
feize  fuch  members  of  the  council  as  were  flill  in 
that  city,  to  conduct  them  to  Tordefillas,  and  to 
bring  away  the  feals  of  the  kingdom,  the  public 
archives,  and  treafury  books.  Padil!a,  who  was 
received  by  the  citizens  as  the  deliverer  of  his 
country,  executed  his  commillion  with  great  exact- 
nefs ;  permitting  Adrian,  however,  ftill  to  refide  in 
Valladolid,  though  only  as  a  private  perfon,  and 
without  any  iliadow^  of  power  ^. 

The  "m  e-        '^^^^    cmperor,  to  whom   frequent  accounts  of 

rcr alarmed,   thefe  tranfadions  were  tranfmitted  while   he  was 

flill  in  Flanders,  vvas  fenfible  of  his  own   im.pru= 

dence  and  that  of  his  miniflers,  in   having  defpifed 

too  lonpr  the  murm.urs  and  remonflrances    of  the 
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Caftilians.     He    beheld,    with    deep    concern,    a    ^^^^.^ 
kingdom,  the  mod  valuable  of  any  he  poiTciled,  and     ^^ 
in  which  lay  the  ftrength  and  fniews  of  his  power,       »5^-*' 
juft  ready  to  difownhis  authority,  and  en  the  poin,t 
of  being  plunged  in  all  the  miferies  of  eivil  war. 
But  though  his  prefcnce    might  have  averted  this 
calamity,  he  could    not,   at  that  time,  viflt    Spam 
without  endangering  the  Imperial  crown,  and  aiiow- 
incr  the  French  king  full  leifure  to  execute  tiis  am- 
bidous  fchemes.     The   only  point  now  to  be  de-   ^^^^ 
liberated uDcn,  was,  .vhether,  he  Ihould  attempt  to   -7^- 
gain  the  malecanten^s  by  indulgence  and  concef-  --^^-^f- 
fions,  or  prepare  directly  tofupprefs  them  by  force; 
and  he  refolved  to  make  trial  of  the  former,  while, 
at  the  fame  time,  if  that  fhould  fail  of  fuccefs,  he 
prepared    for  the    latter.      For    this    purpofe,  he 
iPiued  circular  letters  to  all    the  cities  of  Cailile, 
exhorting  them   in   mod    gentle   terms,   and  with 
alTarances  of  fuU   pardon,     to     lay    down    their 
^rms ;  he  promifed  fuch  cities  as   had   cominued 
faithful,  not  to  exaa  from,  them  the  fubfidy  granted 
in  the  late  Cortes,  and  offered  the  fame  favour  to 
fuch  as  returned  to  their  duty;  he  engaged   that 
no  office  ihould  be  conferred  for  the  future  upon 
any    but  native    Cailihans.     On  the   other  hand, 
he  wrote  to  the   nobles,    exciting   them  to  appear 
with  vigour  in  defence    of  their  own   rights,  and 
thofe  of  the  crown,   againd:  the  exorbitant   claims 
pf  the  commons ;  he  appointed  the  high   admiral 
Don  Fadrique  Enriquez,  and  the  high  conftable 
d  Caftile,  Don  Inigo   de  Vebf^e,  two  noblemen 
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^  ?i?  ^  of  great  abilities  as  well  as  iniluencej  regents  of 
the  kingdom  in  conjunclion  with  Adrian  :  and  he 
gave  them  full  power  and  inftractions,  if  the  oblli- 
nacy  of  the  malecontents  Ihould  render  it  necef^ 
fary,  to  vindicate  the  royal  authority  by  force  of 
arms '. 

The  large         These   conceiTions,  which,  at  the   time  of  his 

remo.i- 

itranceof     leavlnci:  Spain,  would  have  fully  fatisfied   the  peo- 

the  Junta  fi       r        ?  j  i 

concerning    pie  camc  HOW  too  late  to  produce  any  eifec]:.     The 

their  gricv-     ^  .  ... 

ances.  junta,  relying  on  the  unanimity  with  which   the 

nation  fubmitted  to  their  authority,  elated  with  the 
fucceis  v^'hich  hitherto  had  accompanied  all  their  un- 
dertakings, and  feeing  no  military  force  cclkcted  to 
defeat  or  obftrucl:  their  defigns,  aimed  at  a  more 
thorough  reformation  of  political  abufes.  They 
had  been  employed  for  fome  time  in  preparing  a 
remonllrance,  containing  a  large  enumeration,  not 
only  of  the  grievances  of  which  they  craved  re- 
drefs,  but  of  fuch  new  regulations  as  they  thought 
neccifary  for  the  fecurity  of  their  liberties.  This  re- 
monllrance, which  is  divided  into  many  articles  re- 
lating to  all  the  different  members  of  which  the 
conftitution  was  compofed^  as  well  as  the  various 
departments  in  the  adminiftration  of  gove  nment, 
furriifhes  us  with  more  authentic  evidence  concern- 
ing the  intentions  of  the  Junta,  than  can  be  drawn 
from  the  teflimony  of  the  later  Spnnilli  hiflorians, 
who  lived  in  times  when  it  became  fafhionablc;  and 

^  P.  Heuter.  Rer.  Auflr.  lib.  viii.  c.  6.  p.  i88. 
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even  necelTjiry  to  renrefent  the  condnH  of  the  male-     ^  9,9  ^ 
•'  ^  111. 

.contents  in  the  word  light,  a:id  as  ficwir.g  from 
the  word  motives.  After  a  long  preamble  con- 
cernmg  the  various  calamities  under  which  the 
nation  groaned,  and  the  CiTors  and  corruption  in 
government  to  which  thefe  were  to  le  im.puted, 
they  take  notice  of  the  exemplary  patience  where- 
with the  people  had  endured  them,  until  felf-pre^ 
fervation,  and  the  duty  w^liich  they  owed  to  their 
country^  had  obliged  them  to  alfemble,  in  order  to 
provide  in  a  legal  manner  for  their  own  fafety,  and 
that  of  the  coniliitution  :  For  this  purpofe  they  de- 
manded that  the  king  would  be  pleafed  to  return  to 
his  Spanifh  dominions  and  relide  there,  as  all  their 
iormtr  monarchs  had  done  ;  that  he  would  not 
marry  but  with  confent  of  the  Cortes  ;  that  if  he 
fhould  be  obliged  at  any  time  to  leave  the  king- 
dom, it  fhall  not  be  lav/ful  to  appoint  any  fo- 
reigner to  be  regent ;  that  the  prefent  nomination  of 
cardinal  Adrian  to  that  office  fliall  inflantly  be 
declared  void  ;  that  he  would  not,  at  his  return, 
bring  along  with  him  any  Flemings  or  other  Gran- 
gers ;  that  no  foreign  troops  Ihall,  on  any  pretence 
whatever,  be  introduced  into  the  kingdom;  that 
none  but  natives  fhall  be  capable  of  holding  any 
office  or  benefice  either  in  church  or  Hate  ;  that  no 
foreigner  fhall  be  naturalized  ;  that  free  quarters 
fhall  not  be  granted  to  foldiers,  nor  to  the  members 
of  the  king's  houfehold,  for  any  longer  time  than 
fix  days,  and  that  only  Vv-hen  the  court  is  in  a 
progrefs  j  that  all   the   taxes  fhall  be  reduced   to 

the 
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^  ^1?  ^  the  fame  Rate  they  were  in  at  the  death  of  queer^ 
V — ^^-^ »  Ifabella  ;  that  all  alienations  of  the  royal  demefnes 
^^^'  or  revenues  fince  the  queen's  death  fhall  be  refumed; 
that  all  new  ofEces  created  fmce  that  period  iliall 
be  abolifhed ;  that  the  fubfidy  granted  by  the  late 
Cortes  in  Gallida  fhall  not  be  exacted  ;  that  in  all 
future  Cortes  each  city  fhall  fend  one  reprefentative 
of  the  clergy,  one  of  the  gentry,  and  one  of  the 
commons,  each  to  be  elecled  by  his  own  order ; 
that  the  crown  faall  not  influence  or  direcl  any  cicy 
with  regard  to  the  choice  of  its  reprefentatives ; 
that  no  member  of  tlie  Cortes  fliall  receive  an 
office  or  penfion  from  the  k:ng..  either  for  himfelf 
or  for  any  of  his  family,  under  pain  of-death,  and 
Gonlifcation  of  his  goods ;  that  each  city  or  com- 
munity fhall  pay  a  competent  falary  to  its  repre- 
fentative for  his  maintenance  during  his  attend- 
ance on  the  Cortes ;  that  the  Cortes  fliall  aflemble 
once  in  three  years  at  lead,  whether  fummoned 
by  the  king  or  not,  and  fhall  then  enquire  into 
tjie  obfervation  of  the  articles  now  agreed  upon,  and 
deliberate  concerning  public  affairs  ;  that  the  re- 
wards which  have  been  given  or  promifed  to  any  of 
the  members  of  the  Cortes  held  in  Gallici:i,  fhall  be 
revoked  ;  that  it  fhall  be  declared  a  cap:  al  crime  to 
fend  gold,  filver,  or  jewels  out  of  the  kingdom ; 
that  judges  fhall  have  fixed  falaries  afTigned  them, 
and  fliall  not  receive  any  fhare  of  the  fines  and 
forfeitures  of  perfons  condemned  by  them ;  that 
no  grant  of  the  goods  of  perfons  accufed  fhall  be 
yalid,  if    given  before  feiitence  was   pronounced 

againfl 
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•agrdnfl  them  ;  that  all  privileges  which  the  nobks  ^^jf^ 
have  at  any  time  obtained,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  ' — ^ — ' 
commons,  fhall  be  revoked  ;  that  the  govermrxcnt 
of  cities  or  towns  Ihall  net  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  noblemen  ;  that  the  pofiefTions  of  the  nobihty 
fliall  be  fubjeci  to  all  public  taxes  in  the  fame  man- 
ner as  thofe  of  the  commons ;  that  an  enquiry  be 
made  into  the  ccnducl  of  fuch  as  have  be«n  en- 
trufled  wqth  the  management  of  the  royal  patrimony 
fmce  the  acceflion  of  Ferdinand  ;  and  if  the  king 
do  not  within  thirty  days  appoint  perfons  properly 
qualified  for  that  fervice,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the 
Cortes  to  nominate  them  ;  that  Indulgences  fliali 
not  be  preached  or  difperfed  in  the  kingdom  until 
the  caufe  of  publiihing  them  be  examined  and  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Cortes ;  that  all  the  money 
arifmg  from  the  faic  of  Indulgences  fhall  be  faith- 
fully employed  in  carrying  on  v/ar  againft  the  in- 
fidels ;  that  fuch  prelates  as  do  not  refide  in  their 
diocefes  fi  -  months  in  the  year,  iliall  forfeit  their  re- 
venues during  the  time  they  are  abfent ;  that  the 
(jcclefiaflical  judges  and  their  officers  (hall  not  exact 
greater  fees  than  thofe  which  are  paid  in  the  fecuiar 
courts ;  that  the  pcefent  archbifhop  of  Toledo^  being 
^ii  foreigner,  be  compelled  to  refign  that  dignity, 
^vhich  fhall  be  conferred  upon  a  Caflihan  ;  that 
the  king  ihall  radfy  and  hold,  as  good  fervice  done 
to  him  and  to  the  kingdom,  all  the  proceedings 
of  the  Junta,  and  pardon  any  irregularities  which 
the   cities   may  have   committed   iron;  an  excefs 

of 
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111.  '-^  .    ,  ■•■ 

u— .'— J  and  fwear  in  the  mofl  folemn  manner  to  obferve 
all  thele  articles,  and  on  no  occafion  attempt 
either  to  elude,  or  to  repeal  them  ;  and  that  he 
fhall  never  follcit  the  pope  or  any  other  prelate  to 
grant  him  a  difpenfation  or  abfolution  from  this  oath 


1522. 
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The  fpir-t  SucH  wcrc  the  chief  articles   prefented  by  the 

»^hichit  Junta  to  their  foveieirn.  As  the  feudal  infti- 
tutions  in  the  feveral  kingdoms  of  Europe  were 
originally  the  fame,  the  genius  of  thofe  governments 
which  arofe  irom  them  bore  a  fcrong  refemblance 
to  each  other,  and  the  regulations  which  the 
Caftilians  attempted  to  eftablifli  on  this  occafion, 
differ  little  from  thofe  which  other  nations  have 
laboured  to  procure  in  their  ftruggles  with  their 
monarchs  for  liberty.  The  grievances  complained 
of,  and  the  remedies  propofed  by  the  Englifh 
comnions  in  their  contells  with  the  princes  of 
the  hcufe  of  Stuart,  particularly  refemble  thofe 
upon  which  the  Junta  now  infilled.  But  the 
principles  of  liberty  feem  to  have  been  better 
underfiGod,  at  this  period,  by  the  Caftihans,  than 
by  any  other  people  in  Europe;  they  had  acquired 
more  hberal  ideas  with  refpecl  to  their  own  rights 
and  privileges ;  they  had  formed  more  bold  and 
generous  fentiments  concerning  government  ;  and 
difcovered    an   extent   of  political    knowledge   to 

^  3andov.  2c6.     P.  Mart.  Ep.  686. 
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which  the  Endifh  themfelves  'did    not  atttaln  until     book 

HI 
more  than  a  century  afterwards.  i-— ..X-^ 

1522, 

It  is  not  improbable,  however,  that  the  fpint 
of  reformation  among  the  CalliUans,  hitherto 
unreflraincd  by  authority,  and  emboldened  by 
fuccefs,  became  too  impetuous,  and  prompted  the 
Junta  to  propofe  innovations  which,  by  alarming 
the  other  members  of  the  coniiitution,  proved 
fatal  to  their  caufe.  The  nobles,  who,  inftead  of 
obllrucling,  had  favoured  or  connived  at  their 
proceedings,  v/hile  they  confined  their  deniands 
of  redrefs  to  fuch  grievances  as  had  been  occa- 
fioned  by  the  king's  want  of  experience,  and  by 
the  imprudence  and  rapacioufnefs  of  his  foreign 
minifters,    were  filled  wdth  indip;nation  vvhen    the  irritates  the 

nobles 

Junta  began  to  touch  the  privileges  of  their  order, 
and  plainly  faw  that  the  meafurcs  of  the  commions 
tended  no  lefs  to  break  the  power  of  the  arif- 
tocracy,  than  to  hmit  ihe  prerogatives  of  the  crov/n. 
The  refentment  vv^hich  they  had  conceived  on  ac- 
count of  Adrian's  promotion  to  the  rec^encv,  abated 
confiderably  upon  the  emperor's  railing  the  confta- 
ble  and  admiral  to  joint  powder  with  him  in  that  of- 
fice ;  and  as  their  pride  and  dignity  were  lefs  hurt 
by  fufiering  the  prince  to  poiTefs  an  extenfivc  pre- 
rogative, than  by  admitting  the  high  pretenflons  of 
the  people,  they  determined  to  give  their  fove- 
reign  the  aiTiftance  which  he  had  demanded  of 
them,  and  began  to  afTemble  their  vafTals  for  that 
purpofe. 

Thi- 
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1522.  which  they  had  appointed    fome  of  their   number 

Ties  of  the  to    prefent.       The   members    entrufled    with    this 

notprefent  commlfTion  fet    out    immxedlately    for    Germany, 

monftran-  but  having    recelvcd    at    different   places    certain 

CCS 

oaoberzo.  Intelligence  from  court,  that  they  eould  not  ven- 
ture to  appear  there  without  endangering  their 
lives,  they  (lopt  fhort  in  their  journey,  and  ac- 
quainted the  Junta  of  the  information  which  had 
been  given  them  ^  This  excited  fuch  violent 
pafiions  as  tranfported  the  whole  party  beyond 
all  bounds  cf  prudence  or  of  moderation.  That  a 
king  of  Caftlie  IhouJd  deny  his  fubiecls  accefs 
into  his  prefence,  or  refufe  to  liftcn  to  their 
humble  petitions,  was  reprefented  .  as  an  act  of 
tyranny  fo  unprecedented  and  intolerable,  that 
nothing  now  remained  but  with  arms  in  their 
hands  to  drive  av/ay  that  ravenous  band  of  fo- 
reigners which  encompafled  the  throne,  who, 
after  havinsr  devoured  the  v/eakh  of  the  kino-dom, 
found  it  necelTary  to  prevent  the  cries  of  an 
injured  people  from  reaching  the  ears  of  their 
Violent  foverelgn.  Many  infilled  warmly  on  approving  a 
tio^'nsotthe  motlon  whlch  had  formerly  been  made,  for  denrlv- 
"'''"  ^*  ino-  Charles,  durincr  the  life  of  his  motVier,  of  the 

reeal  titles  and  autlioritv  v.mich  had  been  too 
rafhly  conferred  upon  him,  from  a  filfe  fuppo- 
fition    of    her    total    inability    for    government. 


'  Sandov.  143. 
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Some  propofed  to  provide  a  proper  perfon  to  aiTift  ^  ^^[^  ^ 
her  in  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs,  by 
marrying  the  queen  to  the  prince  of  Calabria, 
the  heir  of  the  Aragonefe  kings  of  Naples,  who 
had  been  detained  in  prifon  fmce  the  time  that 
Ferdinand  had  difpolTefTed  his  anceflors  of  their 
crown.  All  agreed  that,  as  the  hopes  of  obtaining 
redrefs  and  fecurity  merely  by  prefenting  their 
requefts  to  their  fovereign,  had  kept  them  too 
long  in  a  ftate  of  inaction,  and  prevented  them 
from  taking  advantage  of  the  unanimity  with  which 
the  nation  declared  in  their  favour,  it  was  now 
necefTary  to  collect  their  whole  force,  and  to  exert 
themfelves  with  vigour,  in  oppofmg  this  fatal  com- 
bination of  the  king  and  the  nobility  againfl  their 
liberties  ". 

They  foon  took  the    field   with  twenty  thou-   Take  the 

^,    111 

fand  men.  Violent  difputes  arofe  concerning  the 
command  of  this  army.  Padilla,  the  darling  of 
the  people  and  foldiers,  was  the  only  perfon  whom 
they  thought  worthy  of  this  honour.  Bat  Don 
Pedro  de  Giron,  the  elded  fon  of  the  Gonde 
de  Uruena,  a  young  nobleman  of  the  firfl  order, 
having  lately  joined  the  commons  out  of  private 
refentment  againfl  the  emperor,  the  refpect  due 
to  his  birth,  together  v;ith  a  fecret  defire  of 
di [appointing  Padilla,  of  whofe  popularity  many 
members  of  the  Junta  had  become  jealous,  procured  November 
him  the  ofiice  of  general  ;  though    he  foon  gave 


^'  P.  Mart.  Ep,  68i^. 
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book"  them    a    faisl  proof  that  he  pofefTed    ricither  tlie 

, '_  _^    experience,  the   abilities,  nor  the  fleadinefs   whichi 

^5^^-        that  important  flation  required. 

There^°n's        ^HE  reo:ento,  meanv/hilc,   appointed  Riofeco  as 
^ri^-  the  place    of  rendezvous  for  their  troops,  which, 

though  far  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  commons  in 
number,  excelled  them  greatly  in  difciphne  and 
in  valour.  They  had  drawn  a  confiderable  body 
of  regular  and  veteran  inLmtry  out  of  Navarre. 
Their  cavalrv,  v/hich  formed  the  chief  ftrenci^rh 
of  iheir  army,  confided  moftly  of  gentlemen  accuf- 
tom.ed  to  the  military  life,  and  animated  with 
the  m^artial  fpirit  peculiar  to  their  order  in  that 
age.  The  infantry  of  the  Junta  'viis  formed  en- 
tirely of  citizens  and  mechanics,,  httle  acquainted 
with  the  ufe  of  arms.  The  fmall  body  of  cavalry 
which  they  had  been  able  to  raife^  was  compofed 
of  perfons  of  ignoble  birth,  and  per  fed  Grangers 
to  the  fervice  into  w^hich  they  entered.  Tile 
character  of  the  generals  differed  no  iefs  than  that 
of  their  troops.  The  royaiifis  were  commanded 
by  the  Ccndc  de  Haro,  the  conftible's  eldefl:  fon, 
an  cilicer  of  great  experience  and  of  didinguifned 
abilities. 

Tmpru-  GiRON    marchcd    with    his  army    dircclly    to 

iniuccescf   Riofeco,  and  feizing  the  villages  and  paiies  around 

of-jiejunt3.   it,    hoped    tnat   the    royaints   would    be     oDiigea 

eitlicr  to  furrender  for  want   of  provifions,  or   to 

fight    with    difadvantage  before     all    their   troops 

were  alTembled.       But   he    had   not  the  abilities^ 

nor 
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iior  his  troops  the  patience  and  difcipline  neceffary  ^  ^^p  ^ 
for  the  execution  of  fuch  a  fcheme.  The  Condc 
de  Haro  found  little  difficulty  in  conducting  a 
confiderable  reinforcement  through  all  his  pofls 
into  the  town ;  and  Giron,  defpairing  of  being 
able  to  reduce  it,  advanced  fuddenly  to  Villa- 
panda,  a  place  belonging  to  the  conflable,  in 
which  the  enemy  had  their  chief  magazine  of 
provifions.  By  this  ill-judged  motion,  he  left 
TordefiUas  op^n  to  the  royalifts,  whom  the  Condc 
ile  Haro  led  thither  in  the  night,  with  the  utmofh  D^cemb.  5, 
fecrecy   and   difpatch  ;    and   attacking  the   town,  r^ 

in  which  Giron  had  left  no  other  garriibn  than 
a  regiment  of  priefts  raifed  by  the  bifhop  of  Za- 
mora,  he,  by  break  of  day,  forced  his  way  into  it 
after  a  defperate  refinance,  became  mailer  of  the 
queen's  perfon,  took  prifoners  many  members  of 
the  Junta,  and  recovered  the  great  feal,  with  the 
other  enfigns  of  government. 

By  this  fatal  blow,  the  Junta  lofl  all  the  reputation 
and  authority  which  they  had  derived  from  feeming 
to  ad  by  the  queen's  commands ;  fuch  of  the 
nobles  as  had  hitherto  been  wavering  or  unde- 
termined in  their  choice,  now  joined  the  regents 
with  all  their  forces ;  and  an  univerfal  confter- 
nation  feized  the  partizans  of  the  commons.  This 
was  much  increafed  by  the  fufpicions  they  began 
to  entertain  of  Giron,  whom  they  loudly  accufed 
of  having  betrayed  Tordefillas  to  the  enemy ; 
and  though  that  charge  feems  to  have  been  del^ 
titute  of  foundation,    the  fuccefs  of  the  royalifts 

Vol.  II.  Q  being 
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BOOK  being  owing  to  Giron's  illcondud  rather  than  to 
his  treachery,  he  fo  entirely  loft  credit  with  his 
party,  that  he  refigned  his  commiiTion,  and  retired 
to  one  of  hi?  caftles  \ 


HI. 

1522. 


The  Junta         SucH  members  of  the  Junta  as  had  efcaped  the 

jr'h^re    to  ^  . 

their fyftem.  enemy's  hands  at  Tordefillas,  fled  to  Valladolid ; 
and  as  it  would  have  required  long  time  to  fupply 
the  places  of  thofe  who  were  prifoners  by  a  new 
eledion,  they  made  choice  among  themfelves  of 
a  fmall  number  of  perfons,  to  whom  they  com- 
mitted the  fupreme  diredion  of  affairs.  Iheir 
army,  which  grew  flronger  every  day  by  the  arrival 
of  troops  from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
marched  likewife  to  Valladolid  ;  and  Padilla  being 
appointed  commander  in  chief,  the  fpirits  of  the 
foldiery  revived,  and  the  whole  party,  forgetting 
the  late  misfortune,  continued  to  exprefs  the  fame 
ardent  zeal  for  the  liberties  of  their  country,  and 
the  fame  implacable  animofity  againft  their  op- 
preffors. 

Their  What  they  flood  moft  in  need  of,  was  money 

fcrra.hng  to  pay  their  troops.  A  great  part  of  the  current 
coin  had  been  carried  out  or  the  kmgdom  by  the 
Flemings;  the  dated  taxes  levied  in  times  of 
peace  were  inconiiderable ;  commerce  of  every  kind 
being  interrupted  by  the  war,  the  fum  which  it 
yielded  decreafed  daily  ;  and  the  Junta  were 
afraid  of  difgufting  the  people  by  burdening  thera 

■  *  Mifocilaneous  Tradis  by  Dr*  Mich.  Geddes,  yoI.  i.  p.  278. 
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with  new  impofitions,  to  which,  in  that  age,  they  ^  ^^  ^ 
were  little  accuftomed.  But  from  this  difficulty 
they  were  extricated  by  Donna  Maria  Pacheco, 
Padilla's  wife,  a  woman  of  noble  birth,  of  great 
abilities,  of  boundlefs  ambition,  and  animated  with 
the  mofl  ardent  zeal  in  fupport  of  the  caufe  of 
the  Junta.  She,  with  a  boldnefs  fuperior  to  thofe 
fuperflitious  fears  which  often  influence  her  fex, 
propofed  to  feize  all  the  rich  and  magnificent 
ornaments  in  the  cathedral  of  Toledo ;  but  left 
that  a(^ion,  by  its  appearance  of  impiety,  might 
offend  the  people,  fhe  and  her  retinue  marched 
to  the  church  in  folemn  proceflion,  in  mourning 
habits  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  beating  their 
breads,  and  falling  on  their  knees,  implored 
the  pardon  of  the  faints  whofe  flirines  fhe  was 
about  to  violate.  Bv  this  artifice,  which  fcreened 
her  from  the  imputation  of  facrilege,  and  per- 
fuaded  the  people  that  necefTity  and  zeal  for  a 
good  caufe  had  conflrained  her,  though  with  re- 
luctance, to  venture  upon  this  a6lion,  fhe  (tripped 
the  cathedral  of  whatever  was  valuable,  and 
procured  a  confiderable  fupply  of  money  for  the 
Junta  °.  The  regents,  no  lefs  at  a  lofs  how  to 
maintain  their  troops,  the  revenues  of  the  crown 
having  either  been  difTipated  by  the  Flemings 
or  feized  by  the  commons,  were  obliged  to 
take  the  queen's  jewels,  together  with  the  plate 
belonging  to  the  nobility,  and  apply  them  to  that 
purpofe  ;    and    when    thofe  failed,  they  obtained 

«  Sandov  308.     Dia   de  Bayle,  art.  Padilla. 
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*°ii?.^    a   fmall  fum   by   way  of  loan  from  the  king  of 
Portugal  P. 


1523. 


Lofetimein       The  Hobility  difcovercd  great  unwillingnefs  to 

re^ocia-  .  .  •  i         i  t  t^i. 

tions  with     proceed    to   extremities   with    the   Junta.       iney 
ui  y.  ^^^^^^    animated    with    no    lefs    hatred   than   the 
commons  againll  the  Flemings ;     they  approved 
much   of    fereral   articles    in    the    remonflrance ; 
they  thought   the  junclure  favourable,  not   only 
for  rtdrelTing  pad  grievances,  but  for  rendering 
the  conflitution  more  perfect  and  fecure  by  new 
regulations ;  they  were  afraid,  that  while  the  two 
orders,    of  which  the    legiflature   was   compofed, 
wafled  each  other's  ftrength  by  mutual  hoftilities, 
the  crown  would  rife  to  power   on   the  ruin   or 
weakncfs  of  both,  and  encroach    no   lefs  on  the 
independence   of   the    nobles,    than    on  the   pri- 
vileges of  the  commons.     To  this   difpofition  were 
owing  the  frequent  overtures  of  peace  which  the 
regents    made    to   the   Junta,  and    the  continual 
negociations  they  carried  on  during  the  progrefs  of 
their   military  operations.       Nor  were   the    terms 
which    they  offered    unreafonable ;     for   on   con- 
dition that  the  Junta  would  pafs  from  a  few  articles 
mofl:    fubverfive    of    the   royal   authority,    or   in- 
confiflent    vrith  the  rights   ef  the  npbilitA^    they 
engaged  to  procure  the  emperor's  confent  to  their 
other  demands,  which  if  he,  through  the  influence 
©f  evil  counfeliors,   fhould   refufe,   feveral   of  the 
nobles   promifed    to  join   wiih  the    coipmons    in 

p  P.  Mart.  Ep.  71S. 
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their  endeavours  to  extort  it  '^.  Such  dlvifions,  ^  ^jp  ^ 
Jiowever,  prevraled  among  the  members  of  the 
Junta,  as  prevented  their  dehberating  calmly,  or 
judging  with  prudence.  Some  of  the  cities  which 
had  entered  into  the  confederacy,  were  filled  with 
that  mean  jealoufy  and  diftruft  of  each  other, 
which  rivalfhip  in  commerce  or  in  grandeur  is 
apt  to  infpire ;  the  conflable,  by  his  influence  and 
promifes,  had  prevailed  on  the  inhabitants  of  Bur- 
gos to  abandon  the  Junta,  and  other  noblemxcn 
had  fhakcn  the  fidelity  of  fome  of  the  lefTer  cities ; 
no  perfon  had  arifen  among  the  commons  of  fuch 
fuperior  abilities  or  elevation  of  mind  as  to 
acquire  the  direction  of  their  affairs ;  Padilla,  their 
general,  was  a  man  of  popular  qualities,  but 
diftrufled  for  that  reafon  by  thofe  of  higheft  rank 
who  adhered  to  the  Junta  ;  the  condud:  of  Giron 
led  the  people  to  view,  with  fufpicion,  every 
perfon  of  noble  birth  who  joined  their  party  ; 
fo  that  the  flrongeft  marks  of  irrcfolution,  mutual 
diftrufl,  and  mediocrity  of  genius,  appeared 
in  all  their  proceedings  at  this  time.  After 
many  confultations  held  concerning  the  terms 
propofed  by  the  regents,  they  fuiFered  thcm- 
felves.  to  be  fo  carried  away  by  refentment  againjft 
the  nobility,  that,  rejecting  all  thoughts  of  ac- 
commodationj  they  threatened  to  flrip  them  of 
the  crown  lands,  which  they  or  their  anceftors 
had  ufurped,  and  to  re-annex  thefe  to  the  royal 
domain.     Upon  this  prepoflerous  fcheme,  which 

**a  M^.  Ep.  6gs-  1^3-     Geddes's  Trads,  i,  261. 
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^  n?  ^  would  at  once  have  annihilated  all  the  liberties 
u— v-»j  for  which  they  had  been  flruggling,  by  rendering 
'5^**  the  kings  of  Caflile  abfolute  and  independent  on 
their  fubjecls,  they  were  fo  intent,  that  they  now 
exclaimed  with  lefs  vehemence  againfl  the  ex- 
actions of  the  foreign  miniflers,  than  againfl  the 
exorbitant  power  and  wealth  of  the  nobles,  and 
feemed  to  hope  that  they  might  make  peace  with 
Charles,  by  offering  to  enrich  him  with  their 
fpoils. 

Elated  with       The   fuccefs   which   Padilla   had  met  with  in 
in  feme        feveral   fmall   encounters,    and  in  reducing   fome 
counters.      inconfidcrable   towns,    helped    to   precipitate    the 
members   of  the  junta  into  this  meafure,  filling 
them    with  fuch    confidence     in    the    valour   of 
their  troops,  that  they  hoped  for  an  eafy  vidory 
over  the  royalifls.     Padilla,  that  his  army  might 
not   remain   inadive    while    fiuihed     with     g©od 
fortune,     laid   fiege    to  Torrelobaton,  a  place  of 
greater   ftrength    and    importance  than   any  that 
he  had  hitherto  ventured  to  attack,  and  which  was 
defended    by  a  fufficient  garrifon  ;     and  though 
the  befieged    made   a   defperate   refillance,     and 
March  I,      the  admiral  attempted  to   relieve  them,  he  took 
the  town  by  florm.,  and  gave  it  up  to  be  plundered 
by   his   foldiers.      If    he   had    marched  inilantly 
with  his  victorious  army  to  Tordefillas,  the  head- 
quarters of  the  royahfts,    he   could   hardly  have 
failed   of  making  an  effedlual  imprelnon  on  their 
troops,  whom  he  would  have  found  in  aftonifh- 
mcnt  at  the  briiknefs  of  his  operations,  and  far 
i  from 
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from   being    of    fufficient    flrength  to   give    him    book. 
battle.      But    the    ficklenefs    aiid  imprudence   of  ^— »-^*J 
the  Junta    prevented    his    taking    this  flep.     In-  imprudcne# 
capable,    like    all    popular  aflbciations,   either  of  ^©nduii, 
cariying  on  war  or  of  making  peace,  they  liflened 
again   to    overtures  of  accommodation,  and   even 
agreed  to  a  fhort  fufpenfion  of  arms.     This  ne- 
gociation   terminated    in    nothing ;    but   while   it 
was    carrying    on,    many    of    Padilla's     foldiers, 
unacquainted    with    the    reftraints    of    difcipline,. 
went  off  with  the  booty  which   they  had  got  at 
Torrelobaton ;    and   others,    v/earied    out   by  the 
unufual  length  of  the  campaign,  deferted  '.     The 
conitable  too  had  leifure  to  afTemble  his  forces  at 
Burgos,  and  to  prepare  every  thing  for  taking  the 
field  ;  and  as  foon  as  the  truce  expired,  he  effected 
a  jundlion  with  the  Conde  de  Karo,  in  fpite  of  aH 
Padilla's   efforts   to    prevent    it.      They  advanced 
immediately   towards  Torrelobaton ;    and  Padilla, 
finding^  the  number  of  his  trooDS  fo  diminifhed  that 
he  durfl  not   riik   a  battle,    attempted  to  retreat 
to   Toro,  which    if  he  could  have  acccmpliflied, 
the  invafion  of  Navarre  at   fhat  iundure  bv  the 
French,  and  the  necellity  which  the  regents  mufl 
have  been  under  of  detachins:  men  to  that  klnor- 
dom,  mitrht  have  faved  him  from  dan-zer.     But  The  nobiei 

'  ^^^  -  ^  attack  th* 

Haro,  fenfible  how  fatal  the  confequences  would  ^--v  of  the 
be    of  fuifering    him    to    efcape,    marched    with  ApruJj. 
fuch  rapidity  at  the  head  of  his  cavalr}',  that  he 
came  up   with   him  near  Villalarj    and^   without 

'  Sandov.  3^6. 
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BOOK    waiting  for  his  Infantry,  advanced  to  the  attack. 

c— *,^l.w  Padilla's  army,  fatigued  and  dilheartened  by 
'^*^*  their  precipitant  retreat,  which  they  could  not 
diflinguifh  from  a  flight,  happened  at  that  time 
to  be  pafTing  over  a  ploughed  held,  on  which 
fuch  a  violent  rain  had  fallen,  that  the  foldiers 
funk  almoft  to  the  knees  at  every  ilep,  and 
remained  expofed  to  the  fire  of  fome  field-pieces 
which  the  royalifls  had  brought  along  with  them.. 
All  thefe  circumftances  fo  difconcerted  and  in* 
timidated   raw  foldiers,    that    vvithout  facing    the 

*nd  defeat  it.  enemy,  or  making  any  refi  fiance,  they  fled  in 
the  utm-oft  confufion.  Padilla  exerted  himfelf 
with  extraordinary  courage  and  activity  in  order 
to  rally  them,  though  in  vain  ;  fear  rendering 
them  deaf  both  to  his  threats  and  intreaties ; 
Upon  which,  finding  matters  irretrievable,  an4 
rcfolving  not  to  furvive  the  difgrace  of  that  day, 
and  the  ruin  of  his  party,  he  rufhed  into  the 
thickefl  of  the  enemy ;  but  being  wounded  and 
difmounted,  he  was  taken  prifoner.  His  principal 
officers  fhared  the  fame  fate  ;  the  commion  foldiers 
were  allowed  to  depart  unhurt,  the  nobles  being 
too  generous  to  kill  men  who  threw  down  their 
arms  \ 

The  refentment  of  his  enemies  did  not  fuffer 
Padilla   to   linger   Icng    in    expectation   of   what 

•  Sandov.  345,  &c.  P.  Mart.  Ep.  720.  Miniana,  Contin. 
p.  26.  Epitome  de  la  Vide  y  Hechos  del  Emper.  Carlot  V. 
por  D.  Juan  Anton,   de  V^ra  y  Zuniga.  ^to.   Madr.   1627, 
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ihould  befal  him.  Next  day  ke  was  condemned  ^  ^^o  ^ 
to  lofe  his  head,  though  without  any  regular  trial,  \ — v-*^ 
the  notoriety  of  the  crime  being  fuppofed  fuffi- 
cient  to  fuperfede  the  formality  of  a  legal  pro- 
cefs.  He  was  led  inftantly  to  execution,  toge-  P^'^'i'a, 
ther  with  Don  John  Bravo,  and  Don  Francis  ^*'^^jP"'  ^* 
Maldonada,  the  former  commander  of  the  Sego- 
vians,  and  the  latter  of  the  troops  of  Salamanca. 
Padilla  viewed  the  approach  of  death  with  calm 
but  undaunted  fortitude  ;  and  when  Bravo,  his 
fellow- fufFerer,  exprefTed  fome  indignation  at 
hearing  himfelf  proclaimed  a  traitor,  he  checked 
him,  by  cbferving,  "  That  yefterday  was  the 
time  to  have  difpiayed  the  fpirit  of  gentlemen, 
this  day  to  die  with  the  meeknefs  of  Chriflians.'* 
Being  permitted  to  write  to  his  wife  and  to  the 
community  of  Toledo,  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
he  addrelTed  the  former  with  a  manly  and  vir- 
tuous tendernefs,  and  the  latter  with  the  exulta- 
tion natural  to  one  who  confidered  himfelf  as  a 
jnartyr    for   the  liberties  of  his   country  '.     After 

this, 

«  The  ftrain  of  ihefe  letters  is  fo  eloquent  and  higli-fpirit- 
ed,  that  I  have  tranflated  them  for  the  entertainment  of  my 
readers. 

The  Letter  of  Don  John  Padilla  to  his  Wife. 

*'  Sen  OR  A, 

**  If  your  grief  did  not  afflict  me  more  than  my  own 
death,  I  fhould  deem  myfelf  perfectly  happy.  For  the  end 
of  hfe  being  certain  to  all  men,  the  Almighty  confers  a  mark 
of  dillinguifliing  favour  upon  that  perfon,  for  whom  he  ap- 
points  a   death  fach   as    mine,    which,    though  lamented  by 

maay. 
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this,  he  fubmitted  quietly  to  his  fate.  Mod  of 
the  Spanifh  hiflorians,  accuflomed  to  ideas  of 
government  and  of  regal  power,  very  different 
from  thofe  upon  which  he  acted,  have  been  fo 
eager  to  tedify  their  difapprobation  of  the  caufe 
in  which  he  was  engaged,  that  they  have  ne* 
gledled,  or  have  been  afraid  to  do  juitice  to  his 
virtues;  and  by  blackening  his  memory,  have 
endeavoured  to  deprive  him  of  that  pity,  which 
is  feldom  denied  to  illuflrious  fufferers. 

Ruin  of  the        The  vi£lory  at  Villalar  proved  as  decifive  as  it 
"Was  complete..      Valladolid,    the  mofl  zealous  of 

all 

» I  IP.      ■  I       .1  I       1 1 1      ■.II' 

many,  is  neveithelefs  acceptable  unto  him.  It  would  require 
more  time  than  I  now  have,  to  write  any  thing  that  could  afford 
you  confolation.  That  my  enemies  will  not  grant  me,  nor 
do  I  wi(h  to  delay  the  reception  of  that  crown  which  1  hope 
to  enjoy.  You  may  bewail  your  own  lofs,  but  not  m.y  death, 
which,  being  fo  honourable,  ought  not  to  be  lamented  by 
any.  My  foul,  for  nothing  elfe  is  left  to  me,  I  bequeath  to 
ycu.  You  will  receive  it,  as  the  thing  in  this  world  which 
you  value  moll.  I  do  not  write  to  my  father  Pero  Lopez, 
becaufe  I  dare  not  ;  for  though  I  have  fhewu  myfelf  to  be  hi» 
Ton  in  daring  to  lofe  my  life,  I  have  not  been  the  heir  of  his 
good  fortune.  I  will  not  attempt  to  fay  any  thing  more,  that 
I  may  not  tire  the  executioner,  who  waits  for  me ;  and  that  I 
may  not  excite  a  fufpicion,  that,  in  order  to  prolong  my  life, 
I  lengthen  out  my  letter.  My  fervant  Sofia,  an  eye-witnefsj 
and  to  whom  I  have  communicated  my  mofl:  fecret  thoughts, 
will  inform  you  of  what  I  cannot  now  write  ;  and  thus  1  reft, 
expelling  th«  inftrument  of  your  grief,  and  of  my  deliver-? 
ance." 

His  Letter  to  the  City  of  Toledo. 

**    To   thee,   the  crown   of  Spain,    and   the   licrht  of  the 
whole  world,  free  from  the  time   of  the  mighty  Goths :   to 

thcc. 
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all  the  aflbciated  cities,  opened  its  gates  imme-  ^^u^^ 
diately  to  the  conquerors,  and  being  treated  with 
great  clemency  by  the  regents,  Medina  del  Cam- 
po,  Segovia,  and  many  other  towns,  followed  its 
example.  This  fudden  dilTolution  of  a  confede- 
racy, formed  not  upon  flight  difgufts,  or  upon 
trifling  motives,  into  which  the  whole  body  of  the 
people  had  entered,  and  which  had  been  allowed 
time  to  acquire  a  confiderable  degree  of  order  and 
confidence  by  eftablilhing  a  regular  plan  of  go- 
vernment, is  the  flrongefl  proof  either  of  the  in- 
ability of  its  leaders,  or  of  fome  fecret  difcord 
reigning  among   its    members.      Though  part  of 

thee,  who,  by  fhedding  the  blood  of  {Irr.iigers,  as   well  as  thy 
own  blood,  hail  recovered  liberty  for  thyfelf  and  thy  neigh- 
bouring  cities,    thy    legitimate    fon,    Juan    de   Padiila,    gives 
information,  how  by  the  blood  of  his  body,   thy  ancient  vic- 
tories  are  to   be  refrefhed.      If  fate  hath    not  permitted  my 
aftions  to  be  placed  among  your  fuccefsful  and  celebrated  ex- 
ploits, the  fault  hath  been  in  my  ill  fortune,   not  in  my  good 
will.     This  I  requeft  of  thee  as  of  a  mother,  to  accept,  iince 
God  hath  criven  me  nothincr  more  to  lofe  for  thv  fake,  than 
that  which   I  am   now   to  relinquifli.      1    am   more  fohcitous 
about  thy   good  opinion   than  about  my  own  life.     The  fiiift- 
jngs  of  fortune,    which   never    ftands    flill,    are   many.       But 
this    I   fee   with  infinite  confolation,   that   I,  the  Icafl   of  thy 
children,  fuffcr  death  for  thee  ;    and  that   thou  haft   nurfed  at 
thy   breafls    fuch    as    may    take    vengeance  for    my  wrongs. 
Many   tongues  ^^•ill  relate  the  manner  of  my  death,   of  which 
I  am  ftill   ignorant,  though  I  know  it  to   be  near.     My  end 
will  teftify  what  was  my  defire      My  foul  I  recommend  to  thee 
as  to  the  patronefs  of  Chriflianity-     Of  my  body  I  fay  nothing, 
far  it  is  not  mine-     I  can   write  nothing  more,   for  at  this  very 
moment  I  feel  the  knife  at  mv  throat,  with  greater  dread  of 
thy    difpleafure,  than  apprehenUon   of  my  ov/n  pain  "      Saa- 
dov.  Hift,  Tol.  i.  p  478. 

that 
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^  ^j^  ^    that  army,  by  which  they  had  been  fubdue4  was 
^^■'v'^^-'   obliged,    a   few  days  after  thii  battle,   to  marcU 
'^"*      towards   Navarre,     in    order   to    check  the   pro* 
grefs  of  the   French  in    that  kingdom,    nothing 
could  prevail  on  the  dejeded  commons  of  Caftile 
to  take  arms  again,  and  to  embrace  fuch  a   fa- 
vourable  opportunity    of   acquiring   thofe    rights 
and  privileges    for  which  they   had   appeared   fo 
Padnia's       jealous.      The   city   of    Toledo    alone,  animated 

^•|f«  de-  '^  J  ' 

fends  Te-     ^y  i^onna  Maria  Pacheco,  Padilla's  widow,   who, 

ledo  with  /  ^  '  ^  '  ' 

great  fpirit.  mftead  of  bewailing  her  huiband  with  a  v/omanifh 
forrow,  prepared  to  revenge  his  death,  and  to 
profecute  that  caufe  in  defence  of  which  he  had 
fuffered,  mufl  be  excepted.  Rcfped  for  her  fex, 
or  admiration  for  her  courage  and  abilities,  as 
well  as  fympathy  with  her  misfortunes,  and  ve- 
neration for  the  memory  of  her  hufband,  fecured 
her  the  fame  afcendant  over  the  people  which  he 
had  pofTelTed.  The  prudence  and  vigour  with 
which  (he  a£led,  juftified  that  confidence  they 
placed  in  her.  She  wrote  to  the  French  general 
in  Navarre,  encouraging  him  to  invade  Caftile  by 
the  offer  of  pow^erful  afTiflance.  She  endeavoured 
by  her  letters  and  emilTaries  to  revive  the  fpirit 
and  hopes  of  the  other  cities.  She  raifed  foldiers, 
and  exacted  a  great  fum  from  the  clergy  belonging 
to  the  cathedral,  in  order  to  defray  the  expence 
of  keeping  them  on  foot".  She  employed  every 
artifice  that  could  interefl  or  inflame  the  popu- 
lace.    For  this  purpofe  fhe  ordered  crucifixes  to 

•  P.  Mart.  Ep.  727. 

be 
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be  ufed  by  her  troops  inflead  of  colours,  as  if  ^  ^  ^^  ^ 
they  had  been  at  war  with  the  infidels  and  enemies 
of  religion ;  fhe  marched  through  the  flreets  of 
Toledo  with  her  fon,  a  young  child,  clad  in  deep 
mourning  feated  on  a  mule,  having  a  ftandard 
carried  before  him,  reprefenting  the  manner  of 
his  father's  execution''.  By  all  thefe  means  fhe 
kept  the  minds  of  the  people  in  fuch  perpetual 
agitation  as  prevented  their  pafTions  from  fub- 
fiding,  and  rendered  them  infenfible  of  the  dan- 
gers to  which  they  were  expofed,  by  (landing 
alone  in  oppofition  to  the  royal  authority.  Vv^hile 
the  army  was  employed  in  Navarre,  the  regents 
were  unable  to  attempt  the  reduction  of  Toledo 
by  force  ;  and  all  their  endeavours,  either  to  di- 
minifh  Donna  Maria's  credit  with  the  people,  or 
to  gain  her  by  large  promifes  and  the  folicita- 
tions  of  her  brother  the  Marquis  de  Mondeiar, 
proved  ineffectual.  Upon  the  expulfion  of  the 
French  out  of  Navarre,  part  of  the  army  return- 
ed into  Caflile,  and  invefled  Toledo.  Even  this 
made  no  impreffion  on  the  intrepid  and  obflinate 
courage  of  Donna  Maria.  She  defended  the 
town  with  vigour,  her  troops  in  feveral  fallies 
beat  the  royalifls,  and  ixO  progrefs  was  made  to- 
wards reducing  the  place,  until  the  clergy,  whom 
fhe  had  highly  offended  by  invading  their  pro- 
perty, ceafed  to  fupport  her.  As  foon  as  they 
received  information  of  the  death  of  William  de 
Croy,  arthbifhop   of  Toledo,  whofe  pofTefTion  of 

*  Sandov.  375, 

that 
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BOOK    that  fee  was  their  chief  grievance,   and  that  the 

III.  .  . 

v^-^-^     emperor  had  named  a  Caftilian  to    fucceed  him, 

'i*2«  they  openly  turned  againft  her,  and  perfuadcd 
the  people  that  (he  had  acquired  fuch  influence 
over  them,  by  the  force  of  enchantments,  that 
Ihe  was  aififled  by  a  familiar  daemon  which  at- 
tended her  in  the  form  of  a  Negro-maid,  and  that 
by  its  fuggeflions  fhe  regulated  every  part  of  her 
conducts  The  credulous  multitude,  whom  their 
impatience  of  a  long  blockade,  and  defpair  of  ob- 
taining fuccours  either  from  the  cities  formerly  in 
confederacy  with  them,  or  from  the  French,  render- 
ed defirous  of  peace,  took  arms  againft  her,  and 
driving  her  out  of  the  city,  furrendered    it   to   the 

oaoberae.  royalifls.  She  retired  to  the  citadel,  w^hich  fhe  de- 
fended with  amazing  f  )rtitude  four  months  longer ; 

Febmary  and  whcn  reduccd  to  the  laft  extremities,  flie  made 
her  efcape  in  difguife,  and  fled  to  Portugal,  where 
Ihe  had  many  relations  \ 
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f  ataieffe^s  UpoN  her  flio;ht,  the  citadel  furrendered.  Tran- 
quillity  was  re  eftablifhed  in  Caftile ;  and  this 
bold  attempt  of  the  commons,  Hke  all  unfuccefs- 
ful  infurrections,  contributed  to  confirm  and  ex- 
tend the  power  of  the  crown,  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  moderate  and  abridge.  The  Cortes 
ftill  continued  to  make  a  part  of  the  Caftilian 
ccnftitution,  and  was    fumnioned  to  meet  when- 


y  P  Mart.  Ep.  727. 

2  Sandov.  375.     P.  Mart.  Ep.  754.     Ferrer,  viii.  ^6^» 
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ever  the  king  flood  in  need  of  money ;  but  m-  ^  ^^^^  ^ 
(lead  of  adhering  to  their  ancient  and  cautious 
form  of  examining  and  redreffing  public  griev- 
ances, before  they  proceeded  to  grant  any  fupply, 
the  more  courtly  cuftom  of  voting  a  donative  in 
the  firfl  place  was  introduced,  and  the  fovercign 
having  obtained  all  that  he  wanted,  never  al- 
lowed them  to  enter  into  any  inquiry,  or  to 
attempt  any  reformation  injurious  to  his  autho- 
rity. The  privileges  which  the  cities  had  enjoyed 
were  gradually  circumfcribed  or  abolifhed ;  their 
commerce  began  from  this  period  to  decline ;  and 
becoming  lefs  wealthy  and  lefs  populous,  they  lofl 
that  power  and  influence  which  they  had  acquired 
in  the  Cortes. 

While  Caftile  was  expofed   to  the  calamities  The  pro. 

^  ^  ^  grefs  of  ths 

of  civil   war,  the  kiDedom  of  Valencia  was  torn  rnfurrec- 

.  .  .  tionsinVa- 

by  inteftine  commotions  ftill  more  violent.  The  i^ncia. 
aifociation  which  had  been  formed  in  the  city  of 
Valencia  in  the  vear  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  twenty,  and  which  was  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  the  Germanada,  continued  to  fubfnl: 
after  the  emperor's  departure  from  Spain.  The 
members  of  it,  upon  pretext  of  defending  the 
Goafls  againfh  the  defcents  of  the  Corfairs  of  Bar- 
bar}^,  and  under  fanclion  of  that  permiilion, 
which  Charles  had  rafhly  granted  them,  refufed 
to  lay  down  their  arm.s.  But  as  the  grievances, 
which  the  Valencians  aimed  at  redrefiing,  pro- 
ceeded from  the  arrogance  and    sxa^Ttions  of  the 

nobility,. 
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BOOK  nobility,  rather  than  from  any  unwarrantable  ex- 
i_-J-  J  ercife  of  the  royal  prerogative,  their  refentment 
'^"'  turned  chiefly  egainft  the  former.  As  foon  as 
they  were  allowed  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  became 
confcious  of  their  own  ftrength,  they  grew  impa- 
tient to  take  vengeance  of  their  opprefTors.  They 
drove  the  nobles  out  of  mofl  of  the  cities,  plun- 
dered their  houfes,  wafted  their  lands,  and  aifault^ 
ed  their  caftles.  They  then  proceeded  to  elect 
thirteen  perfons,  one  from  each  company  of 
tradefmen  eftablifhed  at  Valencia,  and  committed 
the  adminiftration  of  government  to  them,  under 
pretext  that  they  would  reform  the  laws,  eftablifh 
one  uniform  mode  of  difpenfmg  juftice  without 
partiality  or  regard  to  the  diftinction  of  ranks,  and 
thus  reftore  men  to  fome  degree  of  their  original 
equahty. 

The  nobles  were  obliged  to  take  arms  in  felf- 
defence.  Hoftihties  began,  and  were  carried  on 
with  all  the  rancour  with  v/hich  refentment  at 
oppreffion  infpired  the  one  party,  and  the  idea  of 
infulted  dignity  animated  the  other.  As  no  per- 
fon  of  honourable  birth,  or  of  liberal  education, 
joined  the  Germanada,  the  councils  as  well  as 
troops  of  the  confederacy  were  conduced  by  low 
mechanics,  who  acquired  the  confidence  of  an 
enraged  multitude  chiefiy  by  the  fiercenefs  of 
their  zeal  and  the  extravagance  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. Among  fuch  men,  the  laws  intro- 
duced in  civilized  nations,  in  order  to  reftrain  or  • 

4  moderate 
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moderate  the  violence  of  war,  were  unknown  or    book. 

;  .  III. 

defpifed ;  and  they  run  into  the  wildeft  excefTcs  v.^-v^' 
of  cruelty  and  outrage.  'S"* 

The  emperor,  occupied  with  fuppreffing  the 
infurredion  in  Caflile,  which  more  immediately 
threatened  the  fubverfion  of  his  power  and  pre- 
rogative, was  unable  to  give  much  attention  to 
the  tumults  in  Valencia,  and  left  the  nobility  of 
that  kingdom  to  fight  their  own  battles.  His 
viceroy,  the  Conde  de  Mehto,  had  the  fupreme 
command  of  the  forces  which  the  nobles  raifed 
among  the  vafTals.  The  Germanada  carried  on 
the  war  during  the  years  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  twenty  and  twenty- one,  with  a  more 
perfeverlng  courage,  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pecled  from  a  body  fo  tumultuary,  under  thd 
condu6l  of  fuch  leaders.  They  defeated  the  no- 
bility in  feveral  actions,  which,  though  not  con- 
fiderable,  were  extremely  fharp.  They  repulfed 
them  in  their  attempts  to  reduce  different  towns. 
But  the  nobles,  by  their  fuperior  fkill  in  war,  and 
at  the  head  of  troops  more  accuftomed  to  fervice, 
gained  the  advantage  in  moil  of  the  rencounters* 
At  length  they  were  joined  by  a  body  of  Caflilian 
cavalry,  which  the  regents  difpatched  towards 
Valencia,  foon  after  their  victory  over  Padilla  at 
Villalar,  and  by  their  afTiftance  the  Valencian  nobles 
acquired  fuch  fuperiority  that  they  entirely  broke 
and  ruined  the  Germanada.  The  leaders  of  the 
party  were  put  to  death,  almofl  without  any  for- 

VoL,  IL  R  xmlity 
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^^i?,^    mality   of  legal   trial,    and    fuffered    fuch    cruet 
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punifhments,  as  the  fenfe  of  recent  injuries 
prompted  their  adverfaries  to  inflidl.  The  go- 
vernment of  Valencia  \vas  re-efeblilhcd  in  its  an-- 
eient  form:*- 

tn^tTof  -^   Aragon,    violent    fymptoms    of   the    fame 

ctifafFcaion    fpint   of  difaffcclion  and  fedition^  which  reigned 

jn  Aragon,      /  ^  '  O 

m  the  other  kingdoms  of  Spain,  began  to  appear, 
but  by  the  prudent?  conduct  of  the  viceroy,  Don 
John  de  Lanufa,  they  wei'e  fo  far  compofed,  as 
to  prevent  their  breaking  out  into  any  open  in- 
Formidabie   fuireclion.      But   in   the   ifland    of  Majorca,  an- 

Jnlurrrdtion  -^ 

in  Majorca.  Rcxed  to  the  crown  of  Aragon,  the  fame  caufes 
wliich  had  excited  the  commotions  in  Valencia, 
produced  effeds  no  lefs  violent.  The  people,  im^ 
patient  of  their  hardfliips  v^^hich  they  had  endured 
under  the  rigid  jurifdidion  of  the  nobility,  took 

March  19,  arms  in  a  tumultuary  manner ;  depofed  their 
viceroy }  drove  him  out  of  the  ifland  j  and  maf- 
iacred  every  gentleman  who  was  fo  unfortunate 
as  to  fall  into  their  hands,  ITnc  obflinacy  with 
tvhich  the  people  of  Majorca  perfiiled  in  their 
rebellion,  was  equal  to  the  rage  with  which  they 
began  it.  Many  and  vigorous  efforts  were  rer 
quifite  in  order  to  reduce  them  to  obedience ;  and 
tranquillity  was   re-eflabliihed    in    every  part   of 

*  Argenfola  Annales  de  Aragon,  cap.  75.  90.  99.  118. 
Sayas  Annales  de  Aragon,  cap.  5.  12,  &c.  P.  Mart.  Ep.  lib^ 
xMxiii.  Sc  xxiiv.  palSm.  Ferrer.  Hiil.  d'Eipagne,  viii.  542« 
564,  ^6, 

Spaiiij 
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Spam,  before  the  Majorcans  could  be  brouglit  to    ^^jfj^* 
fubmit  to  their  fovereio^n  ".  l^-v— j 

While  the  fpirit  of  difaffeclion  was  fo  general  caufes 
amon-s:  the   Spaniards,    and  fo  many  caufes  con-  vented  the 
curred  m   precipitatmc^     them    mto    luch  violent  the  male- 

contsrts 

meafures,  in  order  to  obtain  the  redrefs  of  their 
grievances,  it  may  appear  flrange,  that  the  male- 
contents  in   the   different   kinordoms    fhould   have 

o 

carried  on  their  operations  without  any  mutual 
concert,  or  even  any  intercoui-fe  with  each  other. 
By  uniting  their  councils  and  arms,  they  might 
have  acted  both  v.ith  greater  force  and  with 
more  eifed.  The  appearance  of  a  national  con- 
federacy would  have  rendered  It  no  lefs  refpeclable 
among  the  people  than  formiidable  to  the  crov/n; 
and  the  emperor,  unable  to  refill  fuch  a  combi- 
nation, mufl  have  complied  v ith  any  terms  vhich 
the  members  of  it  fliould  have  thoug^lit  fit  to 
prefcribe.  Many  things,  however,  prevented  the 
Spaniards  fi*om  forming  themxfelves  into  one  body, 
and  purfuing  common  m.eafures.  The  people  of 
the  different  kingdoms  in  Spain^  though  they  were 
become  the  fu bjects  of  the  fame  fovereign,  re- 
tained, in  full  force,  their  national  antipathy  to 
each  other.  The  remembrance  of  their  ancient 
rivaifnip  and  hc^.illiies  was  (lill  lively,  and  the 
ienfe  of  reciprocal  injuries  fo  ftrcng,  as  to  prevent 

^  Argenfola  Arxnales  de  Aragon,  c.  113.  Ferrer.  Hift.  viii. 
542.  Sayas  Annates  de  Aragcn,  cap.  7.  1 1»  14.  76.  Si.  Ferreras 
Hift.  d'Efpagne,  viii.  579,   &c.  609, 
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Each  nation  chofe  rather  to  depend  on  its  own 
efforts,  and  to  maintain  the  ftruggle  alone,  than 
to  implore  the  aid  of  neighbours,  whom  they 
diftrufted  and  hated.  At  the  fame  time,  the  forms 
of  government  in  the  feveral  kingdoms  of  Spain 
were  fo  different,  and  the  grievances  of  which 
they  complained,  as  w^ll  as  the  alterations  and 
amendments  in  policy  which  they  attempted  to 
introduce,  fo  various,  that  it  was  not  eafy  to 
bring  them  to  unite  in  any  comm^on  plan.  To 
this  difunion  Charles  was  indebted  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  Spanifh  crowns ;  and  while  each  of 
the  kingdoms  followed  feparate  meafures,  they 
were  all  obliged  at  lafl  to  conform  to  the  will  of 
their  fovereign. 

T^e  empe-        The  arrival  of  the  emperor  in  Spain  filled  his 

Tor  s  piu-  ^  ,     *■  ... 

fc^nt-ind      fub»e6ts  who  had  been  in  arm^s  a^ainft  him  with 

gcrcr  us  ^  ^  '-'  , 

behavicur     dctp  apprehcnfions,  from  which  he  foon  delivered 

Towaids  the  a       -i  1 

Riaieccn-  them  by  an  act  of  clem.ency,  no  lefs  prudent  than 
generous.  After  a  rebellion  fo  general,  fcarceiy 
twenty  perfons,  among  fo  many  criminals  ob- 
noxious to  the  lav/,  had  been  punilhed  capitally 
in  Caflile.  Though  Rrongly  folicited  by  his  council, 
Charles  refufed   to  fhed  any  more  blood  by  the 

Cijjoberag,  hands  of  the  executioner;  and  publifhed  a 
general  pardon,  extending  to  all  crimes  committed 
fmce  the  commencement  of  the  infurreclions, 
from  which  only  fourfcore  perfons  w^ere  excepted. 
Even  thefe  he  feems  to  have  named,  rather  with 
an  intention  to  intimidate  others,  than  from  any 
4  inclinatioa 
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Irxcllnatlon  to  feize  them;  for  when  an  officious  ^  ^^^  *^ 
courtier  offered  to  inform  him  where  one  of 
the  mod  confiderable  among  them  was  concealed, 
he  avoided  it  by  a  good-natured  pleafantry ; 
*^  Go,"  fays  he,  "  I  have  now  no  reafon  to  be 
afraid  of  that  man,  but  he  has  fome  caufe  to  keep 
at  a  diflance  from  me,  and  you  would  be  better 
employed  in  telling  him  that  I  am  here,  than 
in  acquainting  me  with  the  place  of  his  retreat '  '*. 
By  this  appearance  of  magnanimity,  as  well  as 
by  his  care  to  avoid  every  thing  which  had 
difgufled  the  Caftilians  during  his  former  refidence 
among  them ;  by  his  addrefs  in  afTuming  their 
manners,  in  fpeaking  their  language,  and  in 
complying  with  all  their  humours  and  cuPcoms, 
he  acquired  an  afccndant  over  them  which 
hardly  any  of  their  native  monarchs  had  ever 
attained,  and  brought  them  to  fapport  him  in  all 
his  enterprifes  with  a  zeal  and  valour  to  which  he 
owed  much  of  his  fuccefs  and  grandeur  '^^ 

About  the  time  that  Charles  landed  in  Spain,  Addanfm 
Adrian  fet  out  for  Italy  to  talce  pofleflion  of  his  Rome' and 
new   dignity.       But   though   the    Roman    people  ception^* 
longed  extremely  for  his   arrival,   they  could  not,  ^^'''^^' 
on  his  hrd:  appearance,  conceal  their  furprize  and 
difappointm.ent.     After   being  accuflomed   to   the 
princely  magnificence   of  Julius,  and  the  elegant 

c   Sandov.  377,  &:c.     VIda  del  Emp-r.  Carlos,  porDon  Juaa 
Anton,  de  Vera  y  Zuniga,  p.  30. 
*  UUoa  Vita  de  Carlo  V.  p.  85. 
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fplendour  of  Leo,  they  beheld  with  contempt  aii 
old  man  of  an  hmiible  deportmxent,  of  auftere 
manners,  an  enemy  to  pomp,  deflitute  of  tafte  in 
the  arts,  and  unadorned  with  any  of  the  external 
accompUfhments  which  the  vulgar  expect  in  thofe 
raifed  to  eminent  flations  ^.  Nor  did  his  poli- 
tical views  and  maxims  feem  lefs  (trange  and 
afLonifliing  to  the  pontifical  miniflers.  He  ac- 
knowledged and  bew^ailed  the  corruptions  which 
abounded  in  the  church,  as  wxll  as  in  the  court 
of  Rome,  and  prepared  to  reform  both ;  he  dif- 
covered  no  intention  of  aggrandizing  hL<  family  ; 
he  even  fcrupled  at  retaining  fuch  territories  as 
fome  of  his  predeceffors  had  acquired  by  violence 
or  fraud,  rather  than  by  any  legal  title,  and  for 
that  reafon  he  invefted  Francefco  Maria  de 
Rovere  anew  in  the  dutchy  of  Urbino,  of  which 
Leo  had  dripped  him,  and  fi:rrendered  to  the 
duke  of  Ferrara  feveral  places  wreiled  from  him 
by  the  church  \  To  men  little  habituated  to  fee 
princes  regulate  their  condut^  by  the  maxiras 
of  morality  and  the  principles  of  jufdce,  thefe 
jidions  of  the  new  pope  appeared  inconteflible 
proofs  of  his  vreaknefs  or  inexperience.  Adrian, 
v.ho  was  a  perfect  ftranger  to  the  complex  and 
intricate  fyficm  of  Itahan  politics,  and  who  could 
place  no  confidence  in  perfons  whofe  fubtle  re- 
finements in  bufmefs  fuited  fo  ill  with  the  natural 


*   Guic.  I,  XV,  238.     Jovii  Vita  Adiiani,  1 17.  Bellefor,  Epitr. 
dc5  Piinc.  o-j.  ^  Guic.  lib,  xv.  240. 
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fimpllclty  and  candour  of  his  own  character, 
being  often  embarrafled  and  irrefolute  in  his 
deliberations,  the  opinion  of  his  incapacity  dai- 
ly increafed,  until  both  his  perfon  and  govern- 
ment became  objects  of  ridicule  among  his  fub- 
jecls  ^^ 

Adrian,  though  devoted  to  the  emperor,  en-  He  endea- 
^deavoured  to  affume  the  impartiality  which  be-  ftoreVeace' 
came  the  common  father  of  Chriflendom,  and  la-  '"  ^^^^^^ 
boured  to  reconcile  the  contending  princes,  in 
order  that  they  might  unite  in  a  league  againrt: 
Solyman,  whofe  conqueft  of  Rhodes  rendered 
him  more  formidable  than  ever  to  Europe  ^  But 
this  was  an  undertaking  far  beyond  his  abilities. 
To  examine  fuch  a  variety  of  pretenfions,  to  ad- 
jufl  fuch  a  -number  of  interfering  interefls,  to  ex- 
tinguish the  paffions  which  ambition,  emulation, 
and  mutual  injuries  had  kindled,  to  bring  fo  many 
iioilile  pov/ers  to  purfue  the  fame  fcheme  with  ui> 
.animity  and  vigour,  required  not  only  uprightnefs 
of  intention,  but  great  fuperiority  both  of  under- 
{landing  and  addrefs« 

The  Italian  flates  were  no  lefs  delircus  of  peace 
than  the  pope.  The  Imperial  army  under  Co- 
lonna  was  ftill  kept  on  foot,  but  as  the  emperor's 
revenues  in  Spain,  in  Napl^,  and  in  the  Low 
Countries,   w^ere  either   exhaufled    or   applied   to 

s  Jov.  Vita  Adr.  118.     P.  Mart.  Ep.  774.     Rufcdli  Let- 
ires  de  Princ.  vol.  i.  87.  96.  ici. 
^  Bellefcr.  Epitr.  p.  86. 
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^^ui^  fonie  other  purpofe,  it  depended  entirely  for  pay 
and  fubfiflence  on  the  Itahans.  A  great  part  of 
it  was  quartered  in  the  ecclefiafiical  ftate,  and 
monthly  contributions  were  levied  upon  the  Flo- 
rentines, the  Milanefe,  the  Genoefe,  and  Luc- 
chefe,  by  the  viceroy  of  Naples  ;  and  though  all 
exclaimed  againfl  fuch  oppreiTion,  and  were  im- 
patient to  be  delivered  from  it,  the  dread  of 
worfe  confequences  from  the  rage  of  the  army,  or 
the  refentment  of  the  emperor,  obliged  them  to 
fubmit '.  >  ' 


A  II 


»s*5-  So  much  regard,  however,  was  paid  to  the  pope's 


league         cxhortations,  and  to   a  bull  which  he  ifliied,  re^ 

againft  the  ^   ^  '  ^  ' 

t^i^ench  quiring  all  Chriftian  princes  to  confent  to  a  truce 
for  three  years,  that  the  Imperial,  the  French,  and 
Englifh  ambafladors  at  Rom.e  were  empowered  by 
their  refpeclive  courts  to  treat  of  that  matter ;  but 
while  they  wafted  their  time  in  fruitlefs  negocia- 
tions,  their  mafters  continued  their  preparations 
for  war.  The  Venetians,  who  had  hitherto  adhered 
with  great  firmnefs  to  their  alliance  with  Francisj 
being  now  convinced  that  his  affairs  in  Italy  were 
in   a   defperate   fituation,    entered   into   a   league 

j!nc28.  againft  him  with  the  emperor;  to  which  Adrian, 
at  the  inftigation  of  his  countryman  and  friend 
Charles  de  Lannoy,  viceroy  of  Naples,  who  per- 
fuaded  him  that  the  only  obftacles  to  peace  arofe 
from  the  ambition  of  the  French  king,  foon  after 
acceded.  The  other  Italian  ftates  followed  their 
example ;  and  Francis   was  left  without  a  fingle 

*  Gme.  I.  XV,  238. 
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ally  to  refifl  the  efForts  of  fo  many  enemies,  whofe     book 
armies    threatened,  and  whofe    territories    encom-   ^ 


III. 


~^ 


paifed,  his  dominions  on  every  u-de  'S  ^i^J* 

The    dread    of    this   powerful   confederacy,    it  Francis's 

^  ^  ^  ■'  vigorous 

was  thoueht,  would  have  oblicred  Francis  to  keep  n.saiuresm 
wholly  on  the  derenlive,  or  at  iealt  have  prevent,  to  it. 
ed  his  entertaining  any  thoughts  of  marching 
into  Italy.  But  it  was  the  character  of  that 
prince,  too  apt  to  become  remifs,  and  even  ne- 
gligent on  ordinary  occafions,  to  roufe  at  the  ap- 
proach of  danger,  and  not  only  to  encounter  it 
with  fplrit  and  inlrepidity,  qualities  which  never 
forfook  him,  but  to  provide  againfl  it  with  dili^ 
gence  and  induftry.  Before  his  enemies  were 
ready  to  execute  any  of  their  fchemes,  Francis 
had  alTembled  a  numerous  army.  His  authority 
over  his  own  fubjeds  was  far  greater  than  that 
which  Charles  or  Henry  poflelTed  over  theirs. 
They  depended  on  their  diets,  their  Cortes,  and 
their  parliaments  for  money,  which  was  ufually 
granted  them  in  fmall  fums,  veiy  llowly,  and 
with  much  reluctance.  The  taxes  he  could  im- 
pofe  were  more  confiderable,  and  levied  with 
greater  difpatch  ;  fo  tjiat  on  this,  as  well  as  on 
other  occafions,  he  brought  his  armies  into  the 
field  while  they  were  only  devifmg  ways  and 
means  for  raifmg  theirs.  Senfible  of  this  advan- 
tage, Francis  hoped  to  difconcei  t  all  the  emperor*s 
fchemcs  by  marching  in  perfon  into  the  Milanefe  j 

*  ,Guic,  1.  XV.  24.1.  248. 
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BOOK   and  this   bold  meafure,   the  more  formidable  be- 

IK. 

K^y^^^>^  caufe  unexjiected,    could    fcarcely  have    failed  of 

T52T.  producing  that  eiied:.     But  when  the  vanguard  of 

upon  the  his  army  had  alr.eady  reached  Lyons,  and  he  him^ 

the  conOa-  fclf  was  hailcning  after  it  with  a  fecond  divifion 

tie  Bcuj--  r  7  •  ,  ,.^  p  „. 

bon's  con-    01  iiis  troops,    ttic  dilcoverv  or  a  domeitic   con- 
^^'        fpiracy,  which  threatened    the  ruin  of  the  king- 
dom, obliged   him  to  flop  fliort,  and  to  alter  his 
meafures. 

Hib charge-  Th£  author  of  tliis  dangcrous  plot  was  Charles 
duke  of  Bourbon,  lord  high  conflable,  whofe  noble 
birth,  vail  fortune,  and  high  office,  raifed  him  to 
be  the  moil  powerful  fubjecl  in  France,  as  his  great 
talents,  equally  fuited  to  the  field  or  the  council, 
and  his  fignal  fervices  to  the  crown,  rendered 
him  the  mofc  illuftriou^  and  defsrving.  The 
near  refemblance  between  the  king  and  him  ia 
many  of  their  qualities,  both  being  fond  of  war, 
and  ambitious  to  excel  in  m.anly  exercifes,  as  well 
as  their  equality  in  age,  and  their  proximity  of 
blood,  ought  naturally  to  have  fecured  to  him  a 

The  caufes    confiderable  fhare  in  that  monarch's  favour.     But 

<f>f  Lis  dif- 

^ffediion.  unhappily  Louife,  the  king's  mother,  had  con- 
tracted a  violent  averfion  to  the  houfe  of  Bour^ 
bon,  for  no  better  reafon  than  becaufe  Anne  of 
Bretagne,  the  queen  of  Louis  the  Twelfth,  with 
whom  Ihe  Hved  in  perpetual  enmity,  had  difco^ 
leered  a  peculiar  attachment  to  that  branch  of  the 
royal  family ;  and  had  taught  her  fon,  who  w^s 
too  fufceptible  of  any  imprefhon  which  his  mo- 
ther gave  hiin,  to  view  all  the  conflable's  a(9:iong 

witk 
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with  a  mean  and  unbecoming  jealoufy.  His  dif-  b  o  o  k. 
tinc^uiflied  merit  at  the  battle  of  Marignano  had  y^^-^^^ 
not  been  fufficiently  rewarded ;  he  had  been  re-  ^^^^ 
called  fromx  the  gcvernment  of  Milan  upon  very- 
frivolous  pretences,  and  had  met  with  a  cold 
reception,  which  his  prudent  eondudl:  in  that 
difficult  {lation  did  not  deferve ;  the  payment  of 
his  penfions  had  been  fufpended  without  any  good 
caufe ;  and,  during  the  campaign  of  one  thou« 
fand  five  hundred  and  twenty-one,  the  king,  as 
has  already  been  related,  had  affronted  him  in 
prefence  of  the  whole  army,  by  giving  the  com- 
mand of  the  van  to  the  duke  of  Alen9on.  The 
conftable,  at  firft,  bore  thefe  indignities  with 
greater  moderation  than  could  have  been  expeded 
from  an  high-fpirited  prince,  confcious  of  what 
was  due  to  his  rank  and  to  his  fervices.  Such 
a  multiplicity  of  injuries,  however,  exhauiled  his 
patience ;  and  infpiring  him  with  thoughts  of 
revenge,  he  retired  from  court,  and  began  to  hold 
a  fecret  correfpondence  with  fome  of  the  emperor's 
miniflers. 

About  that  time  the  duchefs  of  Bourboa 
happened  to  die  without  leaving  any  children. 
Louife,  of  a  difpcfition  no  lefs  amorous  than 
vindidive,  and  flill  fufceptible  of  the  tender 
paffions  at  the  age  of  forty- fix,  began  to  view 
the  conftable,  a  prince  as  amiable  as  he  was 
accomplifhed,  with  other  eyes ;  and  notwith- 
standing  the  great  difparity  of   their   years,    fhe 

formed 
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^^i?.^  formed  the  fcheme  of  marrying  him.  Bourbofl, 
who  might  have  expeded  every  thing  to  which 
an  ambitious  mind  can  afpire,  from  the  doating 
fondnefs  of  a  woman  who  governed  her  fon  and 
the  kingdom,  being  incapable  either  of  imitating 
the  queen  in  her  fudden  tranfition  from  hatred 
to  love,  or  of  diflembling  fo  meanly  as  to  pre- 
tend afFedion  for  one  who  had  perfecuted  him  fo 
long  with  unprovoked  malice,  not  only  rejected 
the  match,  but  embittered  his  refufal  bv  fome 
fevere  raillery  on  Louife's  perfon  and  character. 
She  fmding  herfelf  not  only  contemned,  but  in- 
fulted,  her  difappointed  love  turned  into  hatred, 
and  fmce  fhe  could  not  marry,  floe  refblved  to  ruin 
Bourbon. 

^  For  this  purpofe  fhe  confulted  with  the  chan- 
cellor Du  Prat,  a  man,  who,  by  a  bafe  proflitu* 
tion  of  great  talents  and  of  fuperior  ikill  in  his 
profeffion,  had  rifen  to  that  high  ofEce.  By  his 
advice  a  law-fuit  was  commenced  againil  the 
conflable,  for  the  whole  eilate  belonging  to  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon.  Part  of  it  was  claimed  in  the 
king's  nam^e,  as  having  fallen  to  the  crown ;  part 
in  that  of  Louife,  as  the  neareft  heir  in  blood  of 
the  deceafed  duchefs.  Both  thefe  claims  were 
equally  deflitute  of  any  foundation  in  jullice ; 
but  Louife,  by  her  felicitations  and  authority, 
and  Du  Prat,  by  employing  all  the  artifices  and 
chicanery  of  law,  prevailed  on  the  judges  to 
order  the  eilate  to  be  fequeftered.  This  unjuft 
decifion  drove  the   conflable   to   defpair,   and  to 

meafure§ 
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meafures  which  defpair  alone  could  have  di6lated,  m^ 
He  renewed  his  intric-ues  in  the  Imperial  court,  ^-^^v^'^' 
and  flatterine:  himfelf  that  the  injuries  which  he  Hisf«»ret 
had  fufFered  would  juflify  his  having  recourfe  to  tionsvfitk 
anv  means  in  order  to  obtain  re^^enge,  he  offered  pcrcr 
to  transfer  his  allegiance  from  his  natural  fo- 
vereign  to  the  emperor,  and  to  affiil  him  in  the 
conquefl:  of  France.  Charles,  as  w^ell  as  the  king 
of  England,  to  whom  the  fecret  was  communi- 
cated \  expecting  prodigious  advantages  from 
his  revolt,  were  ready  to  receive  him  with 
open  arms,  and  fpared  neither  promifes  nor  al- 
lurements which  might  help  to  confirm  him  in  his 
refolution.  The  emperor  offered  him  in  mar- 
riage his  filler  Eleanor,  the  widow  of  the  king  of 
Portugal,  with  an  ample  portion.  He  was  in- 
cluded as  a  principal  in  the  treaty  between  Charles 
and  Henry.  The  counties  of  Provence  and  Dau- 
phine  were  to  be  fettled  on  him,  with  the  title 
of  king.  The  emperor  engaged  to  enter  France 
by  the  Pyrenees,  and  Henry,  fupported  by  the 
Flemings,  to  invade  Picardy ;  while  twelve  thou- 
fand  Germans,  levied  at  their  common  charge, 
were  to  penetrate  into  Burgundy,  and  to  adt  in 
concert  with  Bourbon,  who  undertook  to  raife 
fix  thoufand  men  among  his  friends  and  vaffals 
in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom.  The  execution  of 
this  deep-laid  and  dangerous  plot  v/as  fufpend- 
cd,  until  the  king  Ihould  crofs  the  Alps  with  the 
only  army  capable  of  defending  his  dominions; 

*  Rymer's  Fosder.  xiii.  794, 
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^  ^jh  ^     ^^^  ^^  ^^  was  far  advanced  in  his  march  for  that 
purpofe,    France  was    on   the   brink   of   dellruc- 


Ii23« 


tion 


difcoversd,  HappilV  for  that  kingdom,  a  negociation 
which  had  now  been  carrying  on  for  feveral 
months,  though  conducted  with  the  mod  pro- 
found fecrecy,  and  communicated  only  to  a  few 
chofen  confidents,  could  not  altogether  efcape 
the  obfervation  of  the  reil  of  the  conftable's  nu- 
merous retainers,  rendered  more  inquifuive  by 
finding  that  they  were  diflrufled.  Two  of  thefe 
gave  the  king  fome  intimation  of  a  myfterious 
correfpondence  between  their  mafter  and  the 
count  de  Roeux,  a  FlerniHi  nobleman  of  great 
confidence  with  the  emxperor.  Francis,  who  could 
n(^t  bring  himfelf  to  fufpe£l  that  the  firfl  prince 
of  the  blood  would  be  fo  bafe  as  to  betray  the 
kingdom  to  its  enemies,  immediately  repaired  to 
Moulins,  where  the  conflable  was  in  bed,  feign- 
ing indirpcfition,  that  he  might  not  be  obliged 
to  accompany  the  king  into  Italy,  and  acquainted 
him  of  the  intelligence  which  he  had  received. 
Bourbon  with  great  folenmity,  and  the  mod 
imxpofrng  aiTt elation  of  ingenuity  and  candour, 
ailerted  his  own  innocence  ;  and  as  his  health,  he 
faid,  was  now  more  confirmed,  he  promifed  to  join 
the  army  within  a  few  days.  Francis,  open  and 
candid  himfelf,    and  too  apt  to  be   deceived   by 

f  ^^  Thuani  Hiil.  lib.  i.  c.  to.     Heutcr.  Rer.  Auftr.  lib.  viii. 

c.  18.  p.  207. 
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the   appearance   of  thofe  virtues  in   others,   gave     ^  ^jf^  ^ 
fuch  credit   to  what  he  faid,  that  he  refufed  to    ^-^-n^— «> 

arreft  him,  although  advifed  to  take  that  pre- 
caution by  his  wifefl  counfellors ;  and,  as  if  the 
danger  had  been  over,  he  continued  his  march 
towards  Lyons.  The  conitable  fet  out  foon  after,  September, 
feemingly  with  an  intention  to  follow  him  •,  but 
turning  fuddenly  to  the  left  he  croiTed  the  Rhone,  fii^to 
and  after  infinite  fatigue  and  peril,  efcaped  all  the 
parties  which  the  king,  who  became  fenfible  too 
late  of  his  own  credulity,  fent  out  to  intercept 
him,  and  reached  Italy  in  fafety  ". 

Francis  took  every  pofTible  precaution  to  pre^ 
tent  the  bad  efFecls  of  the  irreparable  error  which 
he  had  committed.  He  put  garrifons  in  all  the 
places  of  ftrength  in  the  conflable's  territories. 
He  fcized  all  the  eentlemen  w-hcm  he  could 
fufpecl  of  being  his  alfociates ;  and  as  he  had  not 
hitherto  difcovered  the  whole  extent  of  the  con- 
fpirators  fchemes,  nor  knew  how  far  the  infec- 
tion had  fpread  among  his  fubje^ts,  he  was  afraid 
that  his  abfence  might  encourage  them  to  make 
fome  defperate  attempt,  and  for  that  reafon  re- 
linquifhed  his  intention  of  leading  his  army  ia- 
perfon  into  Italy. 

He    6^d  not,  however,  abandon  his  defipjn  on  French  in- 
the   Milanefe;    but   appointed    admiral   Bonnivet  Miianefe. 

""  Mem.  de  Bellay,  p.  64,  &c.     Pafquier  Recherches  de  la 
France,  p.  481. 
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^^i?.^    ^^   ^^^^  ^^^  fupreme  command  in  his  flead,  and 


1^2: 


to  march  into  that  country  with  an  army  thirty 
thoufand  flrong.  Bonnivet  did  not  owe  this  pre- 
ferment  to  his  abilities  as  a  general  j  for  of  all  the 
talents  requifite  to  form  a  great  commander,  he 
pofleffed  only  perfonal  courage,  the  lowed  and 
the  molt  common.  But  he  was  the  mofl  accom- 
pHfhed  gentleman  in  the  French  court,  of  agree- 
able manners,  and  infmuating  addrefs^  and  a 
fprightly  converfation ;  and  Francis,  who  lived 
in  great  familiarity  with  his  courtiers,  was  fo 
charmed  with  theie  qualities,  that  he  honoured 
him,  on  all  occafions,  with  the  moil  partial  and 
diflinguifhed  marks  of  his  fa\^our.  He  was,  be- 
fides,  the  implacable  enemy  of  Bourbon ;  and  as 
the  king  hardly  knew  whom  to  trufl  at  that  junc- 
ture, he  thought  the  chief  command  could  be 
lodged  no  where  fo  fafely  as  in  his  hands. 

.T^eTriTT  CoLONNA,  who  was  cntrufLed  with  the  defence 

of  the  Miianefe,  his  own  conquelt,  was  m  no 
condition  to  refid  fuch  a  formidable  army.  He 
was  deftitute  of  money  fufiicient  to  pay  his  troops, 
which  were  reduced  to  a  fmall  number  by  fick- 
nefs  or  defertion,  and  had,  for  that  reafoi:,  been 
obliged  to  neglect  every  precaution  neceifary  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  country.  The  only  plan  which 
he  formed  was  to  defend  the  pafiage  of  the  river 
TefTmo  againft  the  French  ;  and  as  if  he  had  for- 
gotten how  eafily  he  himlelf  had  difccncerted  a 
fimilar  fchcme  formed  by  Laurrec,  he  promifed 
with  great  confidence  on  its  being  eiTedual.     But 
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in  fpite  of  all  his  caution,  it   fucceeded  no   better    book. 

II). 

with  him  than  with  Lautrec.  Bonnivet  paiTed  the  v-— v-^ 
river  without  lofs,  at  a  ford  which  had  been  ^^^^' 
negleded,  and  the  Imperialills  retired  to  Milan, 
preparing  to  abandon  the  town  as  foon  as  the 
French  fhould  appear  before  it.  By  an  unac- 
countable negligence  which  Guicciardini  imputes 
to  infatuation  %  Bonnivet  did  not  advance  for 
three  or  four  days,  and  loft  the  opportunity  with 
which  his  good  fortune  prefented  him.  The  citi- 
zens recovered  from  their  confternation, ;  Colonna, 
ftill  active  at  the  age  of  fourfcore,  and  iVlorone, 
whofe  enmity  to  France  rendered  him  indefatiga- 
ble,  were  employed  night  and  day  in  repairing  the 
fortifications,  in  amaffing  provifions,  in  coUeding 
troops  from  every  quarter  ;  and  by  the  time  the 
French  approached,  had  put  the  city  in  a  condition 
to  ftand  a  fiege.  Bonnivet,  after  fome  fruitlefs 
attempts  on  the  town,  which  haralTed  his  own 
troops  more  than  the  enemy,  was  obliged,  by  the 
inclemency  of  the  feafon,  to  retire  into  winter- 
quarters. 

During  thefe  tranfactions,  pope  Adrian  died  ;  Deathof 
an  event  fo  much  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  Roman 
people,  whofe  hatred  or  contempt  of  him  aug- 
mented every  day,  that  the  night  after  his  deceafe, 
they  adorned  the  door  of  his  chief  phyfician's 
houfe    with    garlands,    adding    this     infcription, 

*^  Guic,  lib,  XV.  254c 
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^'mil  ^    TO  THE  DELIVERER  OF  HIS  COUNTRY  ^ 

'^ — ^ — '  The  cardinal  de  Medici  inflantly  renewed  his 
^'  pretenfions  to  the  papal  dignity,  and  entered  the 
conclave  v4th  high  expedations  on  his  own  psirt, 
and  a  general  opinion  of  the  peopk  that  they 
would  be  fuccefsfuL  But  though  fupported  by 
the  Imperial  faclion,  poiTefied  of  great  perfonal 
intereft,  and  capable  of  all  the  artifices,  refine- 
ments, and  corruption,  which  reign  in  thofe 
affemblies,  the  obilinaey  a;nd  inlrigu^s  of  his 
rivals  DrotraiSled  the  conclave  to  the  unufual 
x\e.e.i-,T\Gi  length  of  fifty  days.  The  addrefs  and  perfe- 
vji."^  verance  of  the  cardinal  at  lafl  furraounted  every 
obftack.  He  was  raifed  to  the  head  of  the 
church 5  and  refumed  the  government  of  it  by 
the  name  of  Clement  Vil.  The  choice  was 
univerfaily  approved  of.  High  expedations  were 
conseived  of  2  pope,  whofe  great  talents  and 
long  cxpsrrencG  in  bufinefs  feemed  to  qualify 
hirn  no  lefs  for  defending  the  fpiritual  intereiits 
of  the  church,  expofed  to  imminent  danger  by 
the  progrefs  of  Luther's  opinions,  than  for 
conducting  its  political  operations  with  the  pru- 
dence requifite  at  fuch  a  difficult  juncture ; 
and  Vv'ho,  befides  thefe  advantages,  rendered 
the  ecclefii  (Ileal  flate  m^re  refpedtable,  by  having 
in  his  hands  the  government  of  Florence, 
together  with  the  wealth  of  the  family  of 
Ivledici  \. 

P  Jovi-  Vit.  Adr.  127,  ?  Guic.  I.  xv.  263. 
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Cardinal  Wolsey,  not  diflieartened  by  the 
difappointment  of  his  ambitious  views  at  the 
former  eleflion,  had  entertained  more  fanguine  wr^hl^dif. 
hopes  of  fuccefs  on  this  occafion.  Henry  wrote  l^r.TiVsd 
to  the  emperor,  reminding  him  of  his  engage- 
ments to  fecond  the  pretenfions  of  his  minifler. 
Wolfey  beflirred  himfelf  with  aftivity  fuitable  to 
the  importance  of  the  prize  for  which  he  con- 
tended, and  Inriructed  his  agents  at  Rome  to 
fpare  neither  promifes  nor  bribes  in.  order  to  gain 
his  end.  But  Charles  had  either  an:ufcd  him 
with  vain  hopes  which  he  never  intended  to 
gratify,  or  he  judged  it  impolitic  to  oppofe  a 
candidate  who  had  fuch  a  profpe6l  of  fucceeding, 
as  Medici;  or  perhaps  the  cardinals  durfl  rot 
venture  to  provoke  the  people  of  Rom.e,  while 
their  indignation  againll  Adrian's  memory  was 
flili  frefl),  by  placing  another  Ultra-riontayie  on 
the  papal  throne.  Wolf>^y,  after  all  his  expecta- 
tions and  endeavours,  had  the  mortincation  to 
fee  a  pope  elected  of  fuch  an  age.  and  of  fo 
vigorous  a  conft'tution,  that  he  could  not  derive 
much  comfort  to  himfelf  from  the  chance  of 
furviving  him.  This  fecond  proof  fully  convinced 
Wclfey  of  the  emperor's  infincerity,  and  it  ex- 
cited in  him  all  the  refentment  which  an  haughty 
mind  feels  on  being  at  once  dilappoinred  and 
deceived;  and  though  Clemxent  en',eavoured  to 
foothe  his  vindictive  nature  by  granting  him  a 
commifnon  to  be  legate  in  England  during  life, 
with  fuch  ampW  pov/ers  as  vefied  in  him  alniofl 
the  whole  papal  jurifdiclion  in  that  kingdom,   the 
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B  ^^^  ^  Injury  he  had  now  received  made  fuch  an  impreffion 
L—V-— i  as  entirely  diflblved  the  tie  which  had  united  him 
ii^i-  to  Charles,  and  from  that  moment  he  meditated 
revenge.  It  was  neceffary,  however  to  conceal  his 
intention  from  his  maiier,  and  to  fufpend  the  exe- 
cution of  it,  until,  by  a  dextrous  improvement  of 
the  incidents  which  might  occur,  he  fhonld  be 
able  gradually  to  alienate  the  king's  affedions 
from  the  emperor.  For  this  reafon,  he  was  fo 
far  from  expreffing  any  uneafmefs  on  account  of  the 
repulfe  which  he  had  met  with,  that  he  abounded 
on  every  occafion,  private  as  well  as  public,  in 
declarations  of  his  high  fatisfaclion  with  Clement's 
promotion '. 

henry's  Henry   had,    during    the   campaign,  fulfilled, 

mi- ranee,  with  great  fincciity,  whatever  he  was  bound  ta 
perform  by  the  league  againfl  France,  though 
more  flowly  than  he  could  have  wifhed.  His 
thoughtlefs  profufion,  and  total  negle^l  of  (eco- 
nomy, reduced  him  often  to  great  flraits  for 
money.  The  operations  of  war  were  now  carried 
on  in  Europe  in  a  manner  very  different  from 
that  which  had  long  prevailed.  Inflead  of  armies 
fuddenly  affembled,  which  under  dillincl  chief- 
tains followed  their  prince  into  the  field  for  a 
Ihort  fpace,  and  ferved  at  their  own  coft,  troops' 
were    now  levied  at   crreat    chart^e.   and    received 

o  o    - 

regularly  confiderable  pay.     Inllead  of  impatience 
on    both    fides     to   bring   c\'ery  quarrel    to    the. 

'  Fiddes^s  Life  of  Wolfey,  294,  3cc.     Herbert 
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iffue   of  a  battle,    which    commonly  decided  the    ^  ^^  ^ 
fate  of  open  countries,  and  allowed  the  barons,  u-^-v^^ 
together   with    their   vafTals,  to    return    to    their      '^*-^* 
ordinary  occupations ;  towns  were   fortified  with 
great   art,    and    defended  with   much    obilinacy ; 
war,  from  a  very  limple,  became  a   very  intricate 
fcience ;    and    campaigns    grew  of  courfe  to   be 
more   tedious   and    lefs    decifive.      The    expence 
which  thefe  alterations  in  the  military  fyftem   ne- 
cefTarlly  created,  appeared   intolerable  to    nations 
hitherto    unaccuftomed  to   the   burthen    of  heavy 
taxes.       Hence   proceeded    the  frugal,   and    even 
parfimonious  fpirit     of    the    Englifh    parliaments 
in  that  age,  which  Henry,  with  all  his  authority, 
^\'as  feldom   able   to   overcome.     The    commons, 
having  refufed  at  this   time    to    grant    him     the 
fupplies  which  he    demanded,  he  had  recourfe  to 
,  the  ample  and  almofl:  unlimited  prerogative  which 
the  kings   of  England   then  pofTefTed,  and  by  a 
violent  and   unufual     exertion    of   it,    raifed    the 
money   he    wanted.       This,  however,  wafted   fo   Sept. 29. 
much    time,    that    it    was    late     in     the    feafon 
before  his  army,  under  the  duke  of  Suffolk,  could 
take   the   field.     Being  joined   by    a  confiderable 
body  of  Flemungs,  Suffolk  marched  into  Picardy, 
and   Francis,   from  his  extravagant    eagernefs  10 
recover    the    Milanefe,     having  left    that  frontier 
almofl    unguarded,  he    penetrated  as    far   as   the 
banks  of  the    river   Oyfe,  within    eleven  leagues 
of  Paris,    filling   that  capital  with  conflernation. 
But  the  arrival   of  forne   troops  detached  by    the 
king,  who  was  fill]  at  Lyons  j  the  adive  gallantry 
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B  o  9  K     Qf  i-v,^   French  officers,    who   allowed    the    allies 
ill. 

V — -.--?w   no    refpite  night  or  day  ;   the  rigour  of  a   mod 

'^'^5*       unnatural  feafon,  together    with  fcarcity   of  pro- 

vifioTis,   compelled    Sufiblk    to   retire ;     and    La 

^'ovember.  Tramnuillee,  who  commanded  in  thofe  parts,  had 
the  glory  not  only  of  having  checked  the  progrefs 
of  a  formidable  army  with  an  handful  of  men,  but 
of  driving  them  with  ignoxniny  out  of  the  French 
territories  % 

anr^rho'eof  Tuz  cmperor's  attempts  upon  Burgundy  and 
man^  and  Guicnnc  wcrc  not  more  fortunate,  though  in 
both  thefe  pj'ovinces  Francis  was  equally  ill  prepar- 
ed to  refifr  them.  The  conduct  and  valour  of  his 
generals  fupplied  his  want  of  forefight ;  ihe  Ger- 
mans, who  made  an  irruption  into  one  of  thefe  pro. 
vinces,  and  the  Spaniards,  who  attacked  the  other, 
were  repulfed  with  great  difgrace. 

vndo'-r'ie  Thus  ended  the  year  ^523,  during  which 
Francis's  good  fortune  and  faccefs  had  been  fuch 
as  gave  all  Europe  an  high  idea  of  his  power  and 
refources.  He  had  difcovered  and  difconcerted 
a  dangerous  confpiracy,  the  author  of  which  he 
had  driven  into  exile  almofl  without  an  attendant ; 
he  had  rendered  abordve  all  the  fchemes  of 
the  pov/erful  confederacy  formed  againfl  him  ;  he 
had  protected  his  doaiinions  when  attacked  or^ 
three  different  fides  ;  and  though  his  army  in  the 
Milanefe  had   not   made  fuch   progrefs  as   might 

5  HerJ:ert,  Mem.  de  BelJay,  73,  &c. 

have 


EMPEROR  CHARLES    \\  26,5 

have   been  expe«Sled  from  its    fuperlority    to   the    book 
enemy    in   number,    he  had    recovered,  and  Iiill 
Icept  poiTeflion,  of  one  half  of  that  dutchy. 

TriE    enfiiing    year   opened  with   events  more      1,-24, 
difaftrous  to  France.     Fontarabia   was  ioft  by  the  of  the  new 
cowardice  or  treachery  of  its  governor.     In  Italy,  ?«b!V 
rhe  allies  refolved  on  an  early  and  vigorous    effort 
in  order  to  difpolTefs  Bonnivet  of  that  part  of  the 
Milanefe  which  lies  beyond  the  Tefino.      Clement^ 
U'ho,  under  the   pontificates    of  Leo   and  Adrian, 
had  difcovered   an  implacable  enmity  to  France, 
began  now   to  view  the  power  which  the  emperor 
was  daily  acquiring  in  Itah;  with  fo  much  jealoufy, 
that  he  refufcd  to  accede,   as  his   predecefiors  had 
done,  to  the  league  againft  Francis,  and  forgetting 
private    paflions  and    anim.ofities,    laboured    with 
the  zeal  which    became    his    character,   to   brinq; 
about    a    reconciliation     among    the    contending 
parties^     But  ail  his  endeavours  were  ineSeftiial ; 
a   numerous    army  to    which    e^ch   of  .the   allies 
furnifhed  their  contingent  of  troops,  was   ^iTembled 
at   Milan  by  the  beginning  cf  March*     Lannoy,  i-nper-ai 
viceroy  of  Naples,   took  the  command  of  it  upon   toT'i'ke't'be 
Colonna'i   death,    though  the   chief  direction   of  ^^^'^  ^^ '"'*'* 
military   operations    was    committed  to   Bourbon 
and  the  marquis  de  Pefcara ;  the  btter  the  ablefl 
and  mod  enterprifmg   of  the   Imperial  generals ; 
the   former  infpired  by  his   refennnent  with  new 
adlivity  and  iuirention,  and  acquainted  lb  thoroughly 
with  the    charicters  of  the  French   commanders, 
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the  genius  of  their  troops,  and  the  flrength  as 
well  as  weaknefs  of  their  armies,  as  to  be  of  in- 
finite fervice  to  the  party  which  he  had  joined. 
But  all  thefe  advantages  were  nearly  loft  through 
the  emperor's  inability  to  raife  money  fufficient  for 
executing  the  various  and  extenfive  plans  which 
Hetardedby  he  had  formed.  When  his  troops  were  com- 
the  troops/  manded  to  niarch,  they  mutinied  againft  their 
leaders,  demanding  the  pay  v/hich  was  due  to 
them  for  fome  months  ;  and  difregarding  both  the 
menaces  and  intreaties  of  their  officers,  threatened 
to  pillage  the  city  of  Pvlilan,  if  they  did  not  in- 
ftantly  receive  fatisfaCtion.  Out  of  this  difficulty 
the  generals  of  the  allies  were  extricated  by 
Morone,  VvTio  prevailing  on  his  countrymen,  over 
whom  his  influence  was  prodigious,  to  advance 
the  fum  that  v/as  requifite,  the  army  took  the 
field  *. 

The  French  BoNNIVET    WaS     deftltUte    of    trOOpS    tO     Oppofe 

abandon  die  ^his  army,  and  ftill  more  of  the  talents  which 
Miianefs,  (3ould  render  him  an  equal  match  for  its  leaders. 
After  various  movements  and  encounters,  de- 
fcribed  with  great  accuracy  by  the  contempo- 
rary hiftorians,  a  detail  of  which  would  now 
be  equally  uninterefling  and  uninftruclive,  he 
was  forced  to  abandon  the  ftrong  camp 
in  which  he  had  entrenched  himfelf  at  Bia- 
graffa.  Soon  after,  partly  by  his  own  mifcon- 
du<5l,     partly     by     the     activity     of  the  enemy, 

*  Guic,  I.  XV.  267.      Capella,  190. 

who 
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who  haraffed    nnd   ruined  his  army  by  continual    ^  ^^^  ^ 
{Idrmiflies,  while  thev    carefully  declined  a  battle,    ^.-^.-^^ 
which  he  often  offered  them  ;  and  partly    by   the 
caprice  of    600?   Swifs,    who   refufed  to  join  his 
army,  though  within  a  day's  march  of  it  ;  he  wes 
reduced  to   the  neceffity  of  attempting    a  retreat 
into  France  through  the  valley    of  Aufl.     Juif   as 
he  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the   Seflia,  and  began 
to  pafs  that  river,  Bourbon  and   Pefcara   appeared 
with  the  vanguard  of  the   allies,   and  attacked    his 
rear  with  great    fury.     At    the  beginning    of  the 
charge,   Bonnivet,    while    exerting     himfelf  with 
much  valour,  was  wounded  fo    dangeroufly,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  quit  the  field  ;  and  the  conduct 
of  the  rear  was  committed  to    the   chevalier  Bay- 
ard, who,  though  fo  much  a  ilranger  to  the  arts 
of  a   court  that  he   never  rofe  to  the  chief  com- 
mand, was   always    called,  in  times  of  real   dan- 
ger,  to   the    pod   of  greatefl  difficulty  and  import- 
ance.    He  put  himfelf  at  the   Iiead   of  the   men 
at   arms,    and    animating    them    by    his    prefence 
a^d  example  to  fuftain    the   whole    fhock  of   the 
enemy's     troops,     he    gained    time   for   the   reil 
of   his    countrymen  to  make  good  their    retreat. 
But  in  this  fervice  he  received  a  wound  which  he  t>eathoftve 


chevalier 


immediately  perceived  to  be  mortal,  and  being  B?varHi^rd 
unable'  to  continue  any  longer  on  horfeback,  he  French 
ordered  one  of  his  attendants  to  place  him  under  "^  '* 
a  tree,  with  his  face  towards  the  enemy  ;  then 
fixing  his  eyes  on  the  guard  of  his  fwcrd,  which 
he  held  up  inftead  of  a  crofs,  he  addreiTed  his 
prayers  to  God,  and  in  this  poflure,  which  be- 
came 
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B  0  0  K.  came  his  character  both  as  a  foldler  and  as  a 
K.^->rKj  Chriflian,  he  cahaly  awaited  the  approach  of 
'524*  death.  Bourbon,  who  led  the  foremofl  of  the 
enemy's  troops,  found  him  in  this  fituation,  and 
exprefled  regret  and  pity  at  the  fight.  "  Pity 
"  not  me,'*  cried  the  high-fpirited  chevalier, 
"  I  die  as  a  man  of  honour  ought,  in  the  dif- 
"  charge  of  my  duty:  They  indeed  are  objeds 
"  of  pity,  who  fight  againft  their  king,  their 
*^  country,  and  their  oath,"  The  marquis  de 
Pefcara,  pafling  foon  after,  manifefled  his  admi- 
ration of  Bayard*s  virtues,  as  well  as  his  forrow 
for  his  fate,  with  the  generofity  of  a  gallant  ene- 
my ;  and  finding  that  he  could  not  be  removed 
with  fafety  from  that  fpot,  ordered  a  tent  to  be 
pitched  there,  and  appointed  proper  perfons  to  at- 
tend him.  He  died,  notwithilanding  their  care, 
as  his  anceRors  for  feveral  generations  had  done, 
in  the  field  of  battle.  Ptfcara  ordered  his  body  to 
be  embalmed,  and  fent  to  his  relations ;  and  fuch 
was  the  refpect  p-.^id  to  military  merit  in  that  age, 
that  the  duke  of  Savoy  commanded  it  to  be  re- 
ceived with  royal  honours  in  all  the  cities  of  his 
dominions ;  in  Dauphine,  Bayard^s  native  country, 
the  people  of  all  ranks  came  out  in  afolemn  procef* 
fion  to  meet  it". 

BoNKivET    led   back  the  fhattered   remains  of 
his    army    into  France ;    and  in   one  fhort  cam- 

«  Bcllifor.  Epitr.  p.  7J.     Mem.    de  Bellay,   75.     Oeuv.de 
Ersi^t  toni,  vi,  ic8,  i^c.     Fafruier  Recherches,  p.  526. 
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paign,  Francis  was  ilripped  of  all  he  had  pof-  ^9®^ 
felled  in  Italy,  and  left  without  one  ally  in  that  v — ^— .^ 
country. 

While  the  war,  kindled  by  the  emulation  of  Pregrefs  of 
Charles  and  Francis,  fpread  over  fo  miny  coun-  mationin 
tries  of  Europe,  Germany  enjoyed  a  profound  "^^^^* 
tranquiUity,  extremely  favourable  to  the  refor- 
mation, which  continued  to  make  progrefs  daily. 
Durins:  Luther's  confinemxent  in  his  retreat  at 
Wartburg,  Carlodadius,  one  of  his  difciples, 
animated  vvith  the  fame  zeal,  but  pofTeiTed  of  lefs 
prudence  and  moderation  than  his  mafler,  began 
to  propagate  v/ild  and  dangerous  opinions,  chiefly 
among  the  lov/er  people.  Encouraged  bv  his  ex- 
hortations, they  rofe  in  feveral  villages  of  Saxony, 
broke  in:o  the  churches  with  tumultuary  vio- 
lence, and  threw  down  and  deftroyed  the  images 
■«ith  which  thev  were  adorned.  Thofe  irrej^ular 
and  outrageous  proceedings  v/ere  [o  repugnant 
10  all  the  eleclor's  cautious  maxims,  that,  if 
they  had  not  received  a  timely  check,  they  could 
hardly    have  failed    o[  alienarincr     from    the    re- 

o 

formers  a  priiice,  no  lefs  jealous  of  his  own  au- 
thority, than  afraid  of  giving  offence  to  the 
emperor,  and  other  patrons  of  the  ancient  opi- 
nions. Luther,  fenfible  of  the  danger,  imme- 
d lately  quitted  his  retreat,  without  waiting  for 
Frederic's  permiffion,  and  returned  to  Wittem-  M^rche 
berg.  Happily  for  the  reformation,  the  venera-  ^^"' 
tion  for  his  perfon  and  authority  was  ftill  fo 
great,   that    his  appearance  alone   fupprelTed   that 

fpirit 
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BOOK     fpirlt  of    extravagance  which    began  to   feize  his 

^^„^^L-^   party.      Carlofladius  and  his   fanatical    followers, 

»ji4-       {truck  dumb  by    his  rebukes,  fubmitted  at  once, 

and  declared  that  they  heard  the  voice  of  an  angel, 

not  of  a  man ''. 

Luther  Before  Luthcr  left   his   retreat  he  had  begun 

Ih^Kibk.      to  tranilate  the   Bible    into   the    German    tongue, 
2n  undertaking  of  no    lefs    difficulty     than     im- 
portance, of  which   he  vas    extremely  fond,   and 
for  which  he  was   well   qualified;   Ke    had  a  com- 
petent   knowledge  of  the    original    languages ;  a 
thorough    acquaintance   with   the   llyle  and  fenti- 
ments   of  the   infpired    writers  ;   and   though    his 
compofitions  in   Latin  were    rude    and  barbarous, 
he  was  reckoned  a  great  mailer   of  the  purity  of 
his    m.other    tongue,    and    could    exprefs     himfelf 
with  all  the  elegance  of  which  it  is  capable.     By 
his  own  affiduous  application,    together  with   the 
aiTiilance  of  Mt;lanclhon  and   feveral  other  of  his 
difciples,  he  finiihed   part  of  the  New  Teftament 
in  the  year  1522  ;  and  the  publication  of  it  proved 
more  fatal  to  the  church   of  Rome,    than  that    of 
all  his  own  works.     It  was  read  with   wonderful 
avidity   and  attention  by  perfons   of   every  rank. 
They   were    aftonifhed    at   difcovering   how    con- 
trary the  precepts  of  the  Author  of  our  religion 
are,  to    the  inventions    of  thofe  prieils  vv^ho  pre^ 
tended  to   be   his  vicegerents  ;    and   having  now 
in    their    hand    the   rule  of   faith,   they  thought 
themfclves  quaUfied,  by   applying   it,  to  judge  of 

*  Sleid.  Hift.  51.     Seckend.  195. 
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the  eftablifhed  opinions,  and  to  pronounce  w  hen  ^  ^j^  ^ 
they  were  conformable  to  the  ilandard,  or  when 
they  departed  from  it.  The  great  advantages 
arifmg  from  Luther's  tranilation  of  the  Bible,  en- 
couraged the  advocates  for  reformation,  in  the  other 
countries  of  Europe,  to  imitate  his  example,  and  to 
pubhfh  verfions  of  the  Scriptures  in  their  refpedive 
languages. 

About  this  time  Nuremberg,  Francfort,  Ham-  several  d- 
burgh,  and  feveral  other  free  cities  in  Germany,  of  the  rites  of. 
the  firfl  rank,  openly  embraced  the    reformed   reli-   IhJch! 
gion,  and  by  the  authority  of  their  magiftrates  abo- 
lilhed  the  m.afs,  and  the  other  faperflitious  rites  of 
popery  K     The  ekdlor  of  Brandenburgh,  the  dukes 
of  Brunfwick  and  Lunenburgh,  and  prince  of  An-- 
halt,  became  avowed  patrons  of  Luther's  opinions, 
and  countenanced  the  preaching  of  them    among 
their  fubjeds. 

The  court  of  Rome  beheld   this  growing   de-  Meafisr^s 
fc£lion  with  great  concernj  and  Adrian's  firfl  care,   by  AdrUn 
after  his    arrival  in   Italy,  had  been  to  deliberate   checkVhe'' 
with   the   cardinals  concerning  the  proper   means   fhe  Refu?- 
of  putting  a  flop  to  it.     He  was  profoundly  fkilled 
in  fcholaflic  theology,  and  having  been  early  cele- 
brated on  that  account,  he  flili    retained  fuch  an 
exceiTive  admiration   of  the  fcience   to   Vxhich    he 
was  firfl  indebted  for  his  reputation  and  fucccfs  in 
life,  that  he  confidered  Luther's  invectives   a;^ajii{l 

i  Ssckznd.  241.     Ch}^r3ci  Contin.   Krantzii,  :o^. 
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'^i?.'^  the  fchcolmen,  particularly  Thomas  Aquini?,  a^ 
^'^-^''"^  little  kfs  than  blafpheiny.  All  the  tenets  of  that 
dodor  appeared  to  him  fo  clear  and  irrefragable, 
that  he  fuppofed  every  perfon  who  called  in  quef- 
tion  or  contradicted  them,  to  be  either  blinded 
by  ignorance,  or  to  be  afting  in  oppofition  to 
the  convidion  of  his  own  mind  :  Of  courfe,  no 
pope  was  ever  moie  bigotted  or  inflexible  with 
regard  to  points  of  doclrine  than  Adrian  ;  he  not 
only  maintained  them  as  Leo  had  done,  becaufe 
they  were  ancient,  or  becaufe  it  was  dangerous 
for  the  church  to  allow  of  innovations,  but  he 
adhered  to  tkem  with  the  z-^al  of  a  theologian, 
and  with  the  tenacioufnefs  of  a  difputant.  At 
the  flmie  time  his  own  manners  being  extremely 
innple,  and  uninfe^led  with  any  of  the  vices 
which  reigned  in  the  court  of  Rome,  he  was  as 
fenfible  of  its  corruptions  as  the  reformers  them- 
felves,  and  viewed  them  with  no  lefs  indignation. 
November,  The  brief  which  he  addrelfed  to  the  diet  of  the 
'  '^"'  empire  aifembled  at  Nuremberg,  and  the  in- 
ftrudions  which  he  gave  Cheregato,  the  nuncio 
v/hom  he  fent  thither,  were  framed  agreeably  to 
thefe  views.  On  the  one  hand,  he  condemned 
Luther's  opinions  wifh  more  afperity  and  rancour 
of  exprefTion  than  Leo  had  ever  ufed ;  he  feverely 
cenfured  the  princes  of  Germany  for  fuffering 
him  to  fpread  his  pernicious  tenets,  by  their 
tiegle£ling  to  execute  the  edid  of  the  diet  at 
Worm?,  and  required  them,  if  Luther  did  not 
inftantly  retrad  his  errors,  to  deflroy  him  whh 
fire  as    a   gangrened   and   incurable  member,  in 

iKe 
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like  manner  as  Dathan  and  Abiram  had  been  cut  ^  ^jj^^  '^ 
off  by  Mofes,  Ananias  and  Sappliira  by  the  '— "v^*^ 
apoflles,  and  John  Hufs  and  Jerome  of  Prague 
by  their  anceflors  \  On  the  other  hand,  he, 
with  great  candour,  and  in  the  mod  explicit 
terms,  acknowledged  the  corruptions  of  the  Ro- 
man court  to  be  the  fource  from  which  had  flowed 
mod  of  the  evils  that  the  church  now  felt  or 
dreaded  j  he  promifed  to  exert  all  his  authority 
towards  reforming  thefe  abufes,  with  as  much  dif- 
patch  as  the  nature  and  inveteracy  of  the  diforders 
would  admit ;  and  he  requeued  of  them  to  give 
him  their  advice  with  regard  to  the  moft  effectual 
means  of  fupprefTmg  that  new  herefy  which  had 
fprung  up  among  them  \ 

The  members    of  the  diet,   after  praifinr;   the  Diet  of  Nj^ 

,.  jijti'  •  ni     remberg 

pope  s   pious  and    laudable    intentions,     excufed  propofe  a 
themfelves   for  not  executing  the  edi^  of  Worms,  Icuncu  as 
by  alleging  that   the  prodigious   increafe  of  Lu-  Jemedy!"** 
ther's  followers,   as   well   as   the   averfion  to  the 
court  of    Rom.e    among  their  other   fubje^ls    on 
account   of    its    innumerable   exaftions,   rendered 
fuch    an  attempt    not   only   dangerous,   but  im- 
poffibie.     They   affirmed     that    the  grievances  of 
Germany,    which  did   not  arife    from  imaginary 
Injuries,  but  from   impofitions    no    lefe   real   than 
intolerable,  as   his  Holinefs  v/ould  learn    from    a 
catalogue  of    them  which    they  intended  to  lay 

»  Fafclc.  Rer.  expet.  5c  fu^end.  ^4.2. 
a  Ibid,  p.345. 
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B  00  K    before  him,  called    now  for  fome   new  and   cfEca- 

J  i  J  • 

clous  remedy ;  and.  in  their  opinion,  the  only 
remedy  adequate  to  the  difeafe,  or  which  afford- 
ed them  any  hopes  of  feeing  the  church  reftored 
to  foundnefs  and  vigour,  was  a  General  Council. 
Such  a  council,  therefore,  they  advifed  him, 
after  obtaining  the  emperor's  confent,  to  alTemble, 
without  delay,  in  one  of  the  great  cities  of  Ger- 
many, that  all  who  had  right  to  be  prefent  might 
deliberate  with  freedom,  and  propofe  their  opi- 
nions with  fuch  boldnefs,  as  the  dangerous  fitua- 
tion  of  religion  at  this  juncture  required  ^ 

Artifices  of  The  nuncio,  more  artful  than  his  maflier,  and 
weiudeit.  better  acquainted  with  the  political  views  and 
interefts  of  the  Roman  court,  was  ftartled  at 
the  prcpofition  of  a  council,  and  eafily  forefaw 
how  dangerous  fuch  an  affembly  might  prove,  at 
a  time  when  many  openly  denied  the  papal  au- 
thority, and  the  reverence  and  fubmiffion  yielded 
to  It  vifibly  declined  am.ong  all.  For  that  reafon 
lie  employed  his  utmofi:  addrefs  in  order  to 
prevail  on  the  members  of  the  diet  to  proceed 
themfelves  with  greater  feverity  againfl  the  Lu- 
theran herefy,  and  to  relinquiih  their  propofal 
concerning  a  General  Council  to  be  held  in  Ger- 
many. They,  perceiving  the  nuncio  to  be  m.ore 
felicitous  about  the  interefls  of  the  Roman  court, 
than  the  tranquillity  of  the  empire,  or  puiity  of 
the   church,    remained  iniiexible,  and     continued 

^  Fafcic.  Rer.  expet.  &   fugiend.  p.  346. 
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to  prepare  the  catalogue  of  their  grievances  to  be     book 
prefented  to  the  pope  ".     The  nuncio,  that  ht  might    ^^..^^^J^ 
not  be  the  bearer  of  a  remoi-flrance  fo  difagreeable       'i^** 
to  his  court,    left   Nuremberg    abruptly,   v/ichout 
taking  leave  of  the  diet  '^, 

The  fecular  princes  accorciino^lv,  for  the  eccle-  Thediec 
fiaflics,  ahhou^h  they  c:ave  no  oppofinon,  did  not  i!<^.>fao 
think  it  decent  to  join  va;h  them,  drew  up  the  grievances 
lilt  (10  famous  m  the  o-ernian  annals)  or  an 
hundred  grievances,  which  the  empire  imputed  to 
the  iniquitous  dominion  of  the  papal  fee.  This 
lift  contained  grievances  much  of  the  fame  nature 
with  that  prepared  under  the  reign  of  Maximi- 
lian. It  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate  each  of 
them ;  thev  complained  of  the  fums  exaaed  for 
difpenfations,  abfoiutions,  and  indulgences  ;  of 
the  expence  arifmg  from  the  law-fuits  carried  by 
appeal  to  Rome  ;  of  the  innum^.rable  abufes 
occaiioned  by  refervations,  commendams  ^Vid. 
annates  ;  of  the  exemption  from  civil  i  arifiiclion 
which    the    clergy    had    obtained  -     of   the     arts 

i  -J  J  ^ 

by  which  they  brought  all  fccuIar  caufes  under 
th^  cognizance  of  the  ecclefiaifical  iuilges ;  of  the 
indecent  and  profligate  lives  which  not  a  few  of 
the  ci-trgy  led  ;  and  of  various  v  ih::x  particulars, 
many  of  which  hive  already  been  mentioned 
among  the  clrcum.itances  that  contributed  to  the 
favourable  reception,  or  to  the  quick  progrcfs  of 
Luther's  doctrines.     In  the  end  they    concluded, 

^Fafclc.  Rer.  expet.  5:  ftigiend.  349.  ^  Ibii.  376. 
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that  if  the  holy  fee  did  not  fpeedily  deliver  them 
from  thofe  intolerable  burthens,  they  had  de- 
'''^'  termined  to  er.dure  them  no  longer,  and  would 
employ  the  power  and  authority  with  which  God 
had  entrulled  them,  in  order  to  procure  re- 
lief % 

Thcreceft         Instead  of  fuch  feverltlcs  sgainft    Luther  and 

t^u^l'     bis   followers    as    tlie  nuncio   had    recommended, 

'^^^''      the  reafs  or    edict    of  the   diet   contained    only  a 

general  injunction  to  all   ranks    of   men  to    w-ait 

\^'ith  patience  for  the  determinations  of  the  council 

which  was  to  be  alfembled,  and  in  the  mean  time 

not  to  publilh  any  new    opinions    contrary    to  the 

eftabliflied  doarines  of  the  church  ;  together   with 

an  admonition  to    all  preachers    to   abftain  from 

matters  of  controveriy  in  their   difcouries    to    the 

people,  and  to  confine  themfelves  to  the  plain  and 

infl ruclive  truths  of  religion  ^. 

The  reformers    derived  great   advantage  fron- 

This  difftof  -^  ^^^  .'-^  ,  rr       i 

reatbtnc-  ^^^  tranfaftions  of  this  diet,  as  they  aitordec 
RUoimL  ^i^gj-j^  j|^^  fullcil  and  moil  authentic  evidence  tha 
grofs  corruptions  prevailed  in  the  court  of  Rome 
and  that  the  empire  was  loaded  by  the  clergy 
with  infupportable  burdens.  With  regard  t( 
the  former,  they  had  now  the  teflimony  of  th 
pope  himlelf,  that  their  invectives  and  accufation 
were  not  malicious  or  ill  founded.  As  to  th 
latter,  the  reprefentativcs  of  the  Germanic   bod) 


tion. 


e  Fjcx   Rcr.  expet.-.^c  fugiend.  354-  ^  '^^'^-  34^' 
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in  an  alTembly  wh^re  the  patrons  of  the  new 
opinions  were  far  froin  being  the  moil:  numerous 
or  powerful,  had  poinded  out  as  the  chief  griev- 
ances of  the  empire,  thofe  very  pracuces  of  the 
Romifh  church  againfl  which  Luther  and  his  dif- 
ciples  were  accuftomed  to  declaim.  Accordingly, 
in  all  their  controverfial  writings  after  this  period, 
they  often  appealed  to  Adrian's  declaration,  and 
to  the  hundred  grievances,  in  confirmation  of  what- 
ever they  advanced  concerning  the  difTolute  man- 
ners, or  infadable  ambition  andrapacioufnefs,  ofthe 
papal  court. 

At  Rome,    Adrian's    condu^   was    confidered   AHriarvs 

-tx  1     xvwiiiw,  ^  conduct 

as  a   Droof  of  the    moil    childilh    fim.plicity    and   cenf^redat 

^  .        ,  •  in     T_  .-n  Rome. 

imprudence.  Men  tramed  up  amidit  the  artihces 
and  corrupnons  of  the  papal  court,  and  accuffomed 
to  judge  of  anions  not  by  what  vv-as  juft,  but 
by  what  was  ufeful,  were  aftonifhed  at  a  pontiff, 
who,  depardng  from  the  wife  maxims  of  his 
predeceffors,  acknowledged  diforders  v/hich  he 
ouo-ht  to  have  concealed  ;  and  forgetting  his  own 
dignity,  alked  advice  of  th'de  to  whom  he  was 
entided  to  prefcribe.  By  fuch  an  excefs  of  impolidc 
fmcerity,  they  were  afraid  that,  inflead  of  re- 
claiming the  enemies  of  the  church,  he  would 
render  them  more  prefumptuous,  and  inflead  of 
extinguiihing  herefy,  would  weaken  the  foundations 
of  the  papal  power,  or  flop  the  chief  fources 
from  which  wealth  fiowed  into  the  church  \     For 

s  F.  Paul,  Hifl.  of  Counc.  p.  28.     Pallavlc.  Hift  5S. 
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BOOK,     this   rcafon  the  cardinals   and  other  ecclefiafllcs  of 
s^,^-,^Jlo    greated  eminence  in'^tlie  papal  court    induftrioufly 
*^^'^'       oppofed  all    his  fchemes    of  reformation,  and  by 
throwing  objeclions  and  difficulties   in  his  way,  en- 
deavoured   to  retard  or   to  defeat  the  execution  of 
them.     Adrian,   amazed,  on  the  one  hand,  at   the 
obflinacy  of  the  Lutherans,  difgufled,  on  the  other, 
with  the  manners  and  maxims  of  the  Italians,    and 
fmding  himfelf  unable  to  corre(5l  either  the  one  or 
the  other,  often  lamented   his  own  fituation,  and 
often  looked  back  with  pleafure   on  that  period  of 
his  life  v/hen  he  was  only  dean  of  Louvain^  a  more 
humble  but  happier  (lation,  in  which  little  was  ex- 
pected from  him,  and  there  was  nothing  to  frudrate 
his  good  intentions  \ 

cicment'i  Clement  VII.  his  fuccciTor,  excelled    Adriai? 

"ia^n'^t  Lu-    ^s  much   in  the  arts  of  government,  as  he  wa:. 

hlsdrtadof  inferior  to  him  in  purity  of  life,  oy    uprightnefs 

a  general      ^c    jp^tentioH.      fie   was  animated   not  only  with 

the  averfion  which  all    popes  naturally  bear  to  a 

council,    but    having  gained   his  own  eledion  by 

means   very    uncanonical,     he    was  afraid  of  an 

ailembly  that    might   fubje^l  it  to  a  fcrutiny  which 

it  could  not   Hand.      He    determined,  therefore, 

by  every  poffible  mean?,  to   elude  the  demands  oi 

the  Germans,  both  with  rcfpc£l  to  the  calling  oi 

a   council,  and    reforming    abufes     in   the   papal 

court,  which    the  rafhnefs   and  incapacity  of  hi' 

predeceiTor  had  brought  upon  him.     For  this  pur- 

pofe,  he  made  choice  of  cardinal  Campeggio,  ai 

^  Jo vii  Vii .  Aur.  p.  1 1 S. 
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arrful    min,    often    entrufled    by  his   predecciTors    ^  ^  o  k 
with    ne?:ociations    of    importance,  as  his   nuncio 
to  the  diet  of  the  empire  aiTembled  again  at  Nurem- 
berg. 

Campeggio,    without  taking    any    notice    of   February, 
what  had  palled  in  the  lad  meeting,  e:x:horted   the   c  aTons'of 
diet,  in  a  long  difcourfe,    to    execute  the  edicl  of  in'a"econd 
Worms  ^vith  vigour,  as  the    only   effedual  means   Jeli.berg,'*' 
of    iuDprefline    Luther's    doclrines.     The    diet  in 
return,   defired    to    know    the    pope's    intentions 
concerning  the    council,  and  the    redrefs   of   the 
hundred    grievances.      The    former    the    nuncio 
endeavoured    to    elude    by  general  and  unmeaning 
declarations    of   the  pope's    refolution    to    purfue 
fuch  meafures  as  would  be  for  the  greatefi:  good  of 
the  church.     With  ren-ard  to  the  latter,  as  Adrian 
WMS     dead     before     the    cataloo^ue    of  grievances 
reached    Rome,  and  of   confequence  it    had    not 
been    regularly    laid    before    the     prefent     pope, 
Cam.peggio    took  advantage  of  thib  circumflance 
10  decline  making:    anv    definitive  anfwer  to  them 
in  Clement's  name  j  though,   at    tlie    fam.e  timc^ 
he    obferved,    that    their  catalogue  of    grievances 
contained    many    particulars    extremely    indecent 
,  and  undutiful,  and  that  the  pubUfning  it  by  their 
own     authority   was     liighly    difrefpeclful  to    the 
Roman  fee.     In  the  end,  he  renewed  his  demand, 
of  their    proceeding    with   vigour   againfl    Luther 
and  his    adherents.      But  though    an    ambaffador 
from  the  ermercr,  who  was    at    that    time    very   art-nd*>rf 
folicitous   to  gain  the  T^ope,  warmly  feconded  the   df^^a?^" 


li 
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BOOK,    nuncio,    with    many    profclTions   of    his    mafler's 

III  -  ' 

i,,.,.^_^    zeal    for    the    honour  and    dignity   of  the    papal 

M-+-  fee,  the  recefs  of  the  diet  was  conceived  in  terms  of 
ahnofl  the  fame  import  with  the  former,  without  en- 
joining any  additional  feverity  againil:  Luther  and  his 
party  '• 

Before  he  left  Germany,  Cunpeggio,  in  order 
"to  amufe  and  foothe  the   people,  publifned   certain 
articles    for    the    amendment    of    fome    diforders 
■  and    abufes  which    prevailed  among    the    inferior 

clergy  ;  but  this  partial  reformation,  which  fell  fo 
far  lliort  of  the  expecfations  of  the  Lutherans, 
and  of  the  demands  of  the  diet,  gave  no  farisfacffion, 
and  produced  little  effed:  The  nuncio,  with  a 
cautious  hand,  tenderly  lopped  a  few  branches  ;  the 
Germans  simed  a  deeper  blow,  and  by  (Iriking  at 
the  root  wilhed  to  exterminate  the  evil  ^. 


^  Seckend.  286.     Sleid.  Hift.  66^  ^  Seckond.  29.3, 
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THE    expulf.on    cf    the    French,  both  out   of    b  o^o  k 
^     the    Milanefe  and  the  republic  of  Genoa,  ^vas    u-^ 
confidered  by   the   Italians   as  the  ter_,nmation  of  v...of_^ 
the  war  between  Charles  and    Frances  ;     and   as  ,^_,.,, 
thev  began  immediately  to  be  appreheufive  of  th.  e.^;„.nd 
emperor,  when  they  faw   no  power  re..na.nmg   in 
Italy  capable    either  to  conlroul  or   cppo.e  him 
thev  longed  ardently   for  the  re-eilabUfcrnent    o. 
pea'ce.     Having  procured  the  rcftoration  of  Sforza 
to  his  paternal    dominions,  v.hich  h.d  been  thar 
chief  motive  for  entering  ittto    confederacy^  ^v'^th 
Charles,  they  plainly  difcovered  their  intention  to 
contribute  no    longer  to^vards   Increafing  the  em- 
peror's   fuperiority    over    his    "val,    ^vhIch    vyas 
already  become  the  obj  ed  of  their  jealoufy.      The 
pope  efpecially,  ^vhofe  _  natural  timidity  mcreafoi 

T  4 
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^^^^  his  fafpicions  of  Charleses  defigns,  endeavoured  hy 
his  remonrtranc^s  to  infpire  him  with  moderation, 
and  incUne  him  lo  peace. 

But  the   emperor,    intoxicated     with     fuccefs, 
and   ur^ed   on  by  his   own  ambition,  no  lefs  than 
by  Bourbon's   defire  of  revenge,  ccnrtm.ned    Cle- 
ment's admonitions,  and    declared    his    refoiution 
of  ordering  his    army    to    pafs    the    Alps,  and  to 
invade  Provence,  a  part   of  his  rival's    dominions, 
where,  as  he  ieail  dreaded  an  attaci^j  he  was   l^afl 
prepared  tn  refifl:   it.     His    mo'i:    experienced    mi- 
nifiers  diiluaded   him  from  undertaking  fuch    an 
enterprife   with  a  feeble  army,    and  an  exhauHed 
treciiu.y;  but   he  relied  fo  much    on    having    ob- 
tained the  concurrence  of  the    king    of  England, 
and  on  the  hopes    which  Bourbon,  with    the  con- 
fidence and  credulity  na'cural  to  exiles,  entertained 
of    beicg    joined    by    a    numerous    body   of  his 
partizans  as  foon    as    the  Imperial    troops    (hould 
enter   France,    that    he     perlifled    obflinately    in 
the    mcaTure.       Hen^y    undertook    to    furnifii   an 
huucircd   thoLifand    ducats    towards   de 'raying  the 
expence  o^  the  expediiign  during  the  firpL    month, 
snd  had   it  in   his   choice    either    to   continue  the 
payment  of    that  fum    monthly,     or    to     invade 
Picardv    before    the    end  of    July   with   ztl    army 
capable    of  acting    u'ith    vigour.      The    emperor 
en^'aged   to    attack    Guienne    at    the    fame    time 
with    a   confiderable   body  rf  m^en;    and  if  tbefe 
enterprif?s  proved    fuccefsful,     tbev    agreed,   that 
"Eourbon,  befidcs  the  territories  which  he  had   loft. 

ihoulii 


EMPEHOR    CHARLES    V.  281 

{hould  be  put  in  poiTcirion  of  Provence,  with  the  ^  ^^^  ^ 
title  of  knicr,  and  fhould  do  homage  to  Henry 
as  the  lawful  king  of  Fiance,  for  his  new  domi- 
nions. Of  all  the  parts  of  this  extcnfive  but 
extravag:int  projecl,  the  iiivafion  of  Provence  was 
the  only  one  which  was  executed.  For  ahhough 
Bourbon,  with  a  Scrupulous  d  iicacy,  altogether 
unexpected  afcer  the  part  which  he  had  acted, 
Dofitivelv  refufcd  to  acknowiod'^e  Henry's  title 
to  the  crovvn  of  France,  and  therebv  abfolved 
him  from  any  obli'.':atioii  to  promote  the  enter- 
prife,  Charles's  ea^eracfs  to  carry  his  own  plan 
into  execution  did  not  in  any  degree  abate. 
The  army  which  he  employed  for  that  pur- 
pofe  am.oU'Ued  o:.ly  to  eighteen  thoufand  men; 
the  command  of  which  was  given  to  the  m^ar- 
quis  de  Pefcara,  with  Indrudions  to  pay  the 
greateft  deference  to  Bourbon's  advice  in  all  his 
operations.  Pefcara  palTed  the  Alp^  without  op-  T'-e'r-rs- 
polition,  and  entermg  Provence,  laid  liege  to  iNxar-  Provence, 
fellies.  Bourbon  had  advifed  him  rather  to  march 
toward;^  Lyons,  in  the  neigiibourhood  of  which  citv 
hi^  teiTitories  were  lltuated,  and  Vv^here  of  courfe 
his  influence  w^as  moil:  extenfive ;  but  the  em- 
peror was  fo  defirous  to  gjt  poilcili on  of  a  port, 
which  would,  at  all  times,  fecure  him  an  eafy  en- 
trance into  France,  that  by  his  authority  he  over- 
ruled the  Conftable's  opinion,  and  directed  Pefcara 
to  make  the  redudion  of  Marfeiiles  his  chief 
ob:J:\ 


Augiift  ig. 
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BOOK         Francis,  who  forefaw,  but  was  unable  to  pre- 
i.— v-— /   vent,  this  attempt,  took  the  moll  proper  precautions 
prJdVrtt       to  defeat  it.     He  laid  wade  the  adjacent  country, 
Grinds?  °    ii"^  order  to  render  it  more  difficult  for  the  enemy 
to  fubiifl  the'r  army ;  he  rafed  the  fuburbs  of  the 
city,  ftrenq-thened  its  fortilications,  and  threw  into 
it  a  numerous    garrifon  under   the   command    of 
brave  and  experienced  officers.       To  thefe,   nine 
thoufand  of  the  citizens,  whom  their  dread  of  the 
Snanifii  voke  infDlred  with  conteniDt  of    dano;er, 
joined    thenifelves ;   by   their  united  courage   and 
induilry,  all  the  eff  .Tts  of  Pefcara's    military  irrill, 
and  of  Bourbon's  activity  and   revenge,    were  ren- 
dered abortive.     Francis,    meanwhile,    had   leifure 
to  alTemble  a    powerful  army  under  the  walls  of 
Avignon,  and  no  fooner  began  to  advance  towards 
Marfeilles,  than    the    Imperial    troops,    exhaufted 
by  the  fatigues  of  a  fiege  which  had  lafted  forty 
imperiaiifts   davs.  Weakened     by  difeafes,    and    almoft    deili- 

f-re-fi  to  ^  .  ^  .  , 

retreat.        tutc  of  provifions,  retired  with  precipitation  towards 

Sept.  19.         Tib  X  r 

Italy ". 

If,  during  thefe  operations  of  the  army  in  Pro- 
vence, either  Charles  or  Henry  had  attacked 
France  in  the  manner  which  they  had  projeded, 
that  kingdom  muft  have  been  expofed  to  the 
mofl  imminent  danger.  But  on  this,  as  well  as 
en  many  other  occafions,  the  emperor  found  that 
the  extent  of  his  revenues  was  not  adequate  to 
the  greatnefs  of  his  fchemes,   or  the   ardour  of  hij 

^  Guic.  1.  XV.  277.     Ulloa  Vita  dell  Carlo  V.  p.  95. 
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^P,bition,  and  the  want    of  money   obliged  hl-,n,    «J^^ 
though  with  much  reludance,  to  circurafcribe  ras       ^_;^_      . 
plan,  and  to  leave  part  of  it   unexecuted.     Henry, 
Jifeufted  at    Bourbon's  refufing  to  recognize  his 
ri/ht  to  the  crown  of  France  ;  alarmed  at  tn^  ^.no- 
tions of  the  Scots,  whom   the  foiicltations  oi  trie 
French   king  had  perluaded  to  march  towards  the 
borders  of  Endand ;  and  no  longer  incited  by  ms 
miniOer,  who  was   become  extremely    cool   witn 
re-ard  to  all  the  emperor's  interefts,  took  no  mea- 
fures  to    fupport    an  enterprife   of  which,  as    of 
all  new  undertakings,  he  had  been  at  firft  e^ceflively 

fond  \ 

If  the   king  of  France   had  been  Tavi  fied  with  Fronds  .^^ 
havin- delivered   his  fubjects  from  this  toroiaab.e  h.f.ccf.. 
invafion.  if  he  had    thought   it    enough  to   mcw 
,11    Europe  the  facility  with   which  the    internal 
ftrength   of  his  dominions   enabled  him   to  re.Ut 
the    invafion   of    a    foreign  enemy,     even    when 
feconded  bv  the  abiities  and  powerful  efforts  of 
a  rebellious'  fubjeft,   the  campaign,  notwithiland- 
ing  the  lofs  of  the  I^iilanefe,  would  have  been  tar. 
from  ending  ingloriouiiy.     But   Francis,  animated 
with    courage  more  becoming    a   folJier    than    a 
S.neral;    puflied    on    by     ambition,   eaterprumg 
rather  than  confiderate  ;  and  too   apt  to  be  elated 
with  fuccefs ;  was  fond  of  every  undertaking  tnat 
feemed  bold  and  adventurous.     Such   an   unaer- 
takin<-,  the  fituation  of  his  affairs,  at   that  June- 

-  Fiddes's  Life  of  WolIVy,  Append.  No.  7^,  7  • ,  72. 
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^  '^iv.^  '^^^^5  naturally  prefented  to  his  view.  He  had 
'-'•''' — '  under  his  command  one  of  the  moft  powerful  -md 
Refoivtito   bed    appointed  armies   Franco  had    ever   brourrh.t 

invade  the       .  .  '-'* 

Miianefe.  into  the  field,  which  he  could  not  think  f  dif- 
banding  without  having  employed  it  in  any  aftive 
fcrvice.  The  Imperial  troops  had  been  obliged  to 
retire  ahnofl  ruined  by  hard  duty,  and  difliearten- 
ed  with  ill  fuccefs ;  the  Miianefe  had  been  left 
a]toe:ether  without  defence  :  it  was  not  imp(  inble 
to  reach  th^at  country  before  Pefcara,  with  liis 
ihattercd  forces,  could  arrive  there  ;  or  if  fear 
fliould  add  fpeed  to  their  retreat,  they  were  in 
310  condition  to  make  head  againft  his  frefh  ar:.! 
numerous  troops ;  and  INIilan  v/ould  now,  as  la. 
former  inilances,  fubmit  without  refiilance  to  a 
bold  invader.  Thefe  confiderations,  v^'hich  were 
not  deflitute  of  plaufibli-v,  appeared  to  his  fan- 
irume  temper  to  be  of  the  utmoft  weirrht.  In 
vain  did  his  wirefc  n^iniilers  and  generals  repre'ent 
to  him  the  danger  of  taking  the  held  at  a  feafon 
fo  far  advanced,  with  an  army  compofed  chiefly 
cf  Swifs  and  Germ.ans,  to  whofe  caprices  he 
would  be  fubjcct  in  all  his  operations,  and  on 
whofe  huehty  his  fafety  mud  abfolutcly  depend. 
In  vain  did  Loulfe  of  Savoy  advance  by  hady 
iournies  towards  Provence,  that  ihe  micht  exert 
all  her  authority  in  diiTuading  her  fon  from  fuch 
a  rafli  enterprife.  Francis  dil'rep'arded  the  remon- 
Frances  of  his  fubjedts ;  and  that  he  might  fave 
himfelf  the  pain  of  an  interview  with  his  mother, 
^^'hofe  counfels  he   had   determined  to  rejeft,  he 

beiran 
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began  his  march  before  her  arrival  ;  appointing 
her,  however,  by  way  of  atonement  for  that  ne- 
o-lecl     to  be    regent    of  the  kingdom  during    his    Ap^fms 

«^'  ^'.  ,  •,.  r      r  -,4.*       his  mother 

abfence.      Bonnivet,    by     his  perlualions,  contri-   ,e(^entdur- 
butcd  not  a  Uttle  to  confirm  Francis  in  this  refo-  'l^l^^l^  " 
lution.    That  favourite,  who  ftrongly  refembledhis 
maker  in  all  the  defedive  parts  of  his  charader,  was 
led,   by  his   natural  impetuofity,   warmly    to    ap- 
prove of  fuch  an  enterprife  ;   and  being  prompted 
befides  by    his  impatience    to  revifit    a  Miianefe 
ladv,  of  whom   he    had  been  deeply  enamoured 
during  his  late  expedition,  he  is  faid,  by  his  flatter- 
ing defcrlptions  of  her  beauty  and  accomplifhments, 
to'  have  infpired  Francis,  who  was  extremely  fuf- 
ceptible  of  fuch  paifions,  with  an    equal  defire  of 


feeing  her 


The  French  paiTed  the  Alps  at   Mount   Cenis ;   operaticns 
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and  as  their  fuccels  depended  on  dilpatcn,  tliey  izncfc. 
advanced  with  the  greatefl  diligence.  Pefcara,  who 
w^ho  had  been  obliged  to  take  a  longer  and  more 
difFicult  route  by  Monaco  and  Tinal,  was  fo on  in- 
formed of  their  intention ;  and  being  fenfible  that 
nothing-  but  the  prefence  of  his  troops  could 
fave  the  Miianefe,  marched  with  fuch  rapidity, 
that  he  reached  Alva  on  the  fame  day  that  the 
French  c;rmy  arrived  at  Vercclli.  Francis,  in- 
ftruded  by  Bonnivet's  error  in  the  former  cam- 
paign, advanced  directly  towards  Milan,  where 
the  unexpeaed  approach  of  an  enemy  fo   power- 

°'  Oeuv.  de  Brant,  tolii^  vi.  253. 
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B  o  o  K  fi^j]^  occanoncd  fuch  confternation  and  diforder, 
that  although  Pefcara  entered  the  city  with  fome  of 
his  beii:  troops,  he  found  that  the  defence  of  it  could 
not  be  undertaken  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs ; 
and  having  thrown  a  garrifon  into  the  citadel,  re- 
tired through  one  gate,  while  the  French  were  ad- 
mitted at  another  ^ 

Embarrafr-  TpiESE  briilv  Hiotlons  of  the  French  monarch 
ihcimpe-^^  dlfconcerted  ail  the  fchemes  of  defence  which  the 
Imperialifls  had  formed.  Never,  indeed,  did  ge- 
nerals attempt  to  oppofe  a  formidable  inva- 
fion  under  fiich  circumflances  of  difadvantage. 
Though  Charles  pofiefled  dominions  more  exten- 
five  than  any  other  prince  in  Europe,  and  had, 
at  this  time,  no  other  army  but  that  which  was 
employed  in  Lombardy,  which  did  not  amount 
to  fixteen  thoufand  men,  his  prerogative  in  all 
his  different  flates  was  fo  limited,  and  his  fub- 
jecls,  without  whofe  confent  he  could  raife  no 
taxes,  difcovered  fuch  unwihingnefs  to  burden 
themfelves  with  new  or  extraordinary  impofitions, 
that  even  this  fmall  body  of  troops  was  in  want 
of  pay,  of  ammunition,  of  provifions,  and  of 
clothing.  In  fuch  a  fituation,  it  required  all  the 
wifdom  of  Lannoy,  the  intrepidity  of  Pefcara, 
and  the  implacable  refentment  of  Bourbon,  to 
preferve  them  from  fmking  under  defpair,  and 
to  infpire  them  v.ith  refolution  to  attempt,  or 
fagacity  to  difcover,  what  was  eiTcntial  to    their 

«  Mem.  de  Bellay,  p.  8 1.     G-uc.  1.  xv.  278. 
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fafetv.     To  the  efforts  of   their  genius,  and  the 
adivitv  of  their  zeal,   the  emperor  was    more  in-       ^  ^^ 
debted  for    the  prefervation   cf  his  ItaUan  domi- 
nions than  to  his  own  power.     Lannoy,  by  mort- 
gaging   the    revenues    of  Naples,   procured  fome 
money   which   was   immediately    applied  towards 
providing   the   army  with  whatever  was  moll  ne- 
ceffary  \     Pefcara,   who  was  beloved   and   almoil 
adored  by   the  Spanirn  troops,  exhorted  them  to 
(hew  the    world  by    their  engaging    to  ferve  the 
emperor  in    that     dangerous    exigency,    without 
making  any  immediate  demand  of  pay,  that  they 
were  animated  with  fentiments  of  honour  very  dif- 
ferent from  thofe  of  mercenary  foldiers  ;  to  which 
propofition  that  gallant  body  of  men,  with  an  un- 
exampled generofity,  gave  their  confent  K     Bour- 
bon    having  raifed  a  confiderable  fum,  by  pawn- 
ing his  jewels,  fet  out  for  Germany,  where   his^  in- 
fluence  was  great,  that  by  his  prefence  he   might 
haften    the   levying    of    troops    for    the  Imperial 
fervice  "'. 

Francis,  by  a  fat.l  error,  allowed  the  empe-  Franc^be- 
ror's   generals   time  to  derive  advantage    from    all 
thefe  operations.     Inftead  of  puriuing  the  enemy, 
who  retired   to    Lodi  on  the    Adda,  an  unienable 
poll,  which  Pefcara  had  refolved  to  abandon   on 

f  G-aie.  1.  XV.  280. 

Uovii  Vit.  Davali,  lib.  xv.  p.  3S6.  Sandov.  vol.  i-621. 
Ulloa  Vita  dell  Carlo  V.  p.  94,  &c.  Vita  dell  Emperor  Carlos  V. 
per  Vera  y  Zur.ic^a,  p.  36. 

-^  Mem.  deBeUay,  p.  83, 
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BOOK    the  approach    of   the  French,    he,  in  compliance 
v^v^^     with  the  opinion  of  Bonnivet    though  contrai-y  to 

•£iober  zS.  *^^^  ^^  ^^^  Other  gcnerals,  laid  fiege  to  Pavia  on 
the  Tefmo ;  a  fown,  indeed,  of  great  irnpoitance, 
the  polTeHion  of  svhich  wculd  have  opened  to  him 
all  the  fertile  country  Iving-  on  the  banks  of  that 
river.  But  the  fortifications  of  tliC  pL^ce  were 
ilrong ;  it  was  dangerous  to  undertake  a  difficuh 
fiege  at  fo  late  a  feafon  ^  and  the  Imperial  gene- 
rals, fenfible  of  its  confequence,  had  thrown  into 
the  town  a  f^arrifon  cornpofed  of  fix  thoufand  ve- 
terans,  under  the  command  of  Antonio  de  Leyva, 
an  officer  of  h,*gh  rank  ;  of  great  experience ;  of 
a  patient,  but  enterpriiing  courage ;  fertile  in  re- 
fourccs  ;  ambidous  of  diftiRguifiiing  himfelf ;  and 
capable,  for  that  reafon,  as  well  as  from  his  having 
been  long  aceuftomed  both  to  obey  and  to  com- 
mand, of  fuffering  or  performing  any  thing  in  order 
to  procure  fuccfcfs. 

Kisvf^or-  Francis  profecuted  the  neee  with  obflinacy 
equal  to  the  rafhnefs  with  vvhich  he  had  under- 
taken it.  Daring  three  months,  every  thing 
known  to  the  engineers  of  that  age,  or  that  could 
be  effected  by  the  valour  of  his  troops,  was  at- 
tempted, in  order  to  reduce  the  place ;  while 
Lannoy  and  Pelcara,  unable  to  obfl:ru6t  his  ope- 
rations, were  obliged  to  remain  in  fuch  an  ign»- 

\  minious  flate  of  inaclion,   that  a  Pafquinade  was 

publlftied  at  Rome,  oHeiing  a  reward  to  any  per^ 

■  fon  who  could  t\rd  the  Imperial  army,  loil    in    the 

mouth  of    Oduber  in     the     mountains   between 
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France  and  Lombardy,  ,and  which  had  not  been    ^  ^j^  ^ 

heard  of  fince  that  time '.  *^--v — ^ 

1524. 

Leyva,    well    acquainted   widi    the    difficulties  Thetcwn 

'  T.  gallantly 

under  W'hich  his  countrymen  laboured,  and  the  defended, 
impoflibility  of  their  facing,  in  the  held,  fach 
a  powerful  army  as  formed  the  fiege  of  Pavia, 
placed  his  only  hopes  of  fafety  in  his  own  vigi- 
lance and  valour.  The  efforts  of  both  were  ex- 
traordinary, and  in  proportion  to  the  importance 
of  the  place,  with  the  defence  of  which  he  was  . 
entrufled.  He  interrupted  the  approaches  of  the 
French  by  frequent  and  furious  fallies.  Behind 
the  breaches  made  by  their  artillery,  he  erected 
new  works,  which  appeared  to  be  fcarcely  inferior 
in  ilrength  to  the  original  fortifications.  He 
repulfed  the  befiegers  in  all  their  aflaults ;  and 
by  his  own  example,  brought  not  only  the  garri- 
fon,  but  the  inhabitants,  to  bear  the  nrofl  fevere 
fatigue?,  and  to  encounter  the  greateft  dangers 
without    murmurino^.     The   rip'our   of   the   feafon 

o  o 

confpired  with  his  endeavours  in  retarding  the 
progrefs  of  the  French.  Francis  attempting  to 
become  mailer  of  the  town,  by  diverdng  the 
courfe  of  the  Tefino,  which  is  its  chief  defence  on 
one  fide,  a  fudden  inundation  of  the  river  deflrov- 
ed,  in  one  day,  the  labour  of  many  weeks,  and 
fwept  aw^ay  all  the  m.ounds  which  his  army  had 
raifed  with  infinite  toil,  as  well  as  at  great  expence  ^. 

*  Sandov.  i,  6c8. 

^  Guic.  1.  XY.  28c?.     Ulloa  Vita  dl  Carlo  V.  p.  95. 
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BOOK         Notwithstanding  the   flow  progrefs  of  the 
^  -^    _v   befiegers,  and   the    glory   which    Leyva   aequired 
1524-       by  his  gallant  defence,  it   was  not    doubted   but 
concludes  a    that  the   towH  would    at   lafl  be  obliged  to  fur- 
neutraiity.     render.     The   pope,  who  already   confidered  the 
French  arms  as  fuperior  in  Italy,  became  impa- 
tient to  difengage  himfelf  from   his    connections 
with  the  emperor,  of  w^hofe   defigns   he  was  ex- 
tremely jealous,  and  to  enter  into  terms  of  friend- 
fhip  with  Francis.     As  Clement's  timid  and  cau- 
tious temper  rendered  him  incapable  of  following 
the  bold  plan  which  Leo   had  formed,  of  deliver- 
ing Italy   from  the  yoke   of  both   the  rivals,  he 
returned   to   the    more    obvious    and   practicable 
fcheme  of  employing   the   power   of  the    one    to 
balance  and  to  reftrain  that  of  the  other.     For 
this  reafon,  he   did  not  dilTemible  his  fatisfadion 
at  feeing  the  French  king   recover  Milan,  as  he 
hoped  that  the  dread  of  fuch  a  neighbour  would 
be   fome     check    upon    the   emperor's   ambition, 
Vv'hich  no   power  in   Italy  was  now  able  to  con- 
troul.     He  laboured  hard  to  bring  about  a  peace 
that  would  fecure  Francis  in  the  pofTefTion  of  his 
new  conquefts ;  and  as  Charles,  who  was  always 
inflexible   in  the   profecution  of  his  fchemes,  re- 
jeded  the    proportion    with    difdain,     and  with 
bitter  exclamations   againfl   the   pope,    by   whofe 
perfuafions,    while    cardinal  de    Medici,    he    had 
been   induced   to   invade   the  Milanefe,    Clement 
immediately  concluded  a  treaty  of  neutrality  with 

the 


EMPEROR    CHARLES    V.  291 

the  king    of   France,    in   which   the   republic    of    book 

Florence  was  included ''.  w^^-*^, 

1524. 

FR.ANCIS  havins:,  bv  this  tranfadion,  deprived   francs 

o^       J  -'  r  invades 

the  emperor  of  his  two  moft  powerful  allies,  and  Naples. 
at  the  fame  time  having  fecured  a  pafTage  for  his 
own  troops  through  their  territories,  formed  a 
fchenie  of  attacking  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
hoping  either  to  over-run  that  country,  which 
was  left  altogether  without  defence,  or  that  at 
leafl  fuch  an  unexpected  invafion  would  oblige 
the  viceroy  to  recal  part  of  the  Imperial  army 
out  of  the  Milanefe.  For  this  purpofe  he 
ordered  fix  ihoufand  men  to  march  under  the 
command  of  John  Stuart  duke  of  Albany.  But 
Pefcara,  forefeeing  that  the  effect  of  this  diverfion 
would  depend  entirely  upon  the  operations  of  the 
armies  in  the  Milanefe,  perfuaded  Lannoy  to 
difregard  Albany's  motions™,  and  to  bend  his 
whole  force  againfl  the  king  himfelf;  fo  that 
Francis  not  only  weakened  his  army  very  unfea- 
fonably  by  this  great  detachment,  but  incurred 
the  reproach  of  engaging  too  rafhly  in  chimerical 
and  extravagant  projects. 

By  this  time  the  garrifon  of  Pavia  was  reduced   Eifo-ts  of 
to  extremity;    their  amm.unition    and    provifions   Boufbon?"* 
began  to   fail ;    the    Germans,    of  whom   it  was 
chieny  cornpcfed,    having    received   no    pay   for 

^  Guic.  1.  St.  282,  285.  ™  Ibid.  1.  xv.  2S5. 
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leven  months",  threatened  to  deliver  the  town 
into  the  enemy's  hands,  and  could  hardly  be  re- 
if^5.  fhrained  from  mutiny  by  all  Leyva's  addrefs  and 
authority.  The  Imperial  generals,  who  w^ere  no 
ftrangers  to  his  fituation,  faw  the  neceflity  of 
marching  without  lofs  of  time  to  his  relief.  This 
they  had  now  in  their  power :  Twelve  thou- 
fand  Germans,  whom  the  zeal  and  adivitv  of 
Bourbon  taught  to  move  with  unufual  rapidity, 
had  entered  Lombardv  under  his  comm.and,  and 
rendered  the  Imperial  army  nearly  equal  to  that 
of  the  French,  greatly  diminifhed  by  the  ab- 
fence  of  the  body  under  Albany,  as  well  as  by 
the  fatigues  of  the  fiege,  and  the  rigour  of  the 
feafon.  But  the  more  their  troops  increafed  in 
number,  the  more  fenfibly  did  the  Imperialifls 
led  the  diftrefs  arifmg  from  want  of  money.  Far 
from  having  funds  for  paying  a  pow-erful  army^ 
they  had  fcarcely  what  w^as  fufficient  for  defraying 
the  charges  of  conducting  their  artillery,  and  of 
carrying  their  ammunition  and  provifions.  The 
abilities  of  the  generals,  however,  fupplied  every 
defed.  By  their  own  example,  as  well  as  by 
magnificent  promifes  in  nam.e  of  the  emperor, 
,they  prevailed  on  the  troops  of  all  the  different 
nations  w^hich  compofed  their  army,  to  take  the 
field  without  pay ;  they  engaged  to  lead  them 
diredlly  towards  the  enemy ;  and  flattered  them 
with  the  certain  profpecl  of  vidory,  which  w^ould 

f  Gold.  PoHt.  Imperial.  875. 
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at  once  enrich  them  with  fuch  royal  fpoils  as 
would  be  an  ample  reward  for  all  their  fervices. 
The  frldiers,  fenfible  that,  by  quitting  the  army, 
thev  would  forfeit  the  o-reat  arrears  due  to  them, 
and  eager  to  get  poffefTion  of  the  promifed  trea- 
fures,  demanded  a  battle  with  all  the  impatience  of 
adventurers  who  fight  only  for  plunder  % 

Tut   Imperial   generals,   without  fuifering   the  They  march 
ardour  of  their  troops  to    cool,  advanced  imme-   the  French. 

,         ,        „  ,  r^        -y         r    n     Februarys, 

diarely  towards  the  French  camp.  On  the  hrit 
intelligence  of  tlieir  approach,  Francis  called  a 
council  of  war,  to  deliberate  w4iat  courfe  he 
ought  to  take.  All  his  officers  of  greatefl  expe- 
rience were  unanimous  in  advifing  him  to  retire, 
and  to  decline  a  battle  with  an  enemy  vv^ho  courted 
it  from  defpair.  The  Imperialifls,  they  obferved, 
would  either  be  obliged  in  a  few  weeks  to  dif- 
band  an  army,  v.hich  they  were  unable  to  pay, 
and  which  they  kept  together  only  by  the  hope  of 
pkinder,  or  the  foldiers^  enraged  at  the  non- per- 
formance of  the  promifes  to  which  they  had 
irafled,  would  rife  in  feme  furious  mutiny,  which 
would  allow  their  generals  to  think  of  nothing 
but  their  own  fafety :  That,  nieanvvhile,  he 
might  encamp  in  fome  flrong  poll,  and  wait- 
ing in  fafety  the  arrival  of  frefh  troops  from 
France  and  Switzerland,  might,  before  the  end 
of  fpring,    take    polTeffion    of   all  the   Milanefe, 

^  Er)xi  Peuteani  Hift.  Cifalpina,  ap.  Graevii  Thef.  Antiquit. 
Ital  iii.  p.  1 170.   1179. 
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BOOK  without  danger  or  bloodflied.  Put  in  oppofi- 
,%^^,-w  tion  to  them,  Bonnivet,  whofe  deftmy  it  was  to 
is^s*  give  counfels  fatal  to  France  during  the  whole 
campaign,  reprefented  the  ignominy  that  it  would 
reflecl  on  their  fovereign,  if  he  diould  abandon 
a  fiege  which  he  had  profecuted  fo  long,  or  turn 
his  back  before  an  enemy  to  whom  he  was  ftill 
fuperior  in  number;  and  infilled  on  the  necef- 
fity  of  fighting  the  Imperialifls  rather  than  re- 
linquifli  an  undertaking,  on  the  fuccefs  of  which 
the  king's  future  fame  depended.  Unfortunately, 
Francis's  notions  of  honour  were  delicate  to  an 
excefs  that  bordered  on  what  was  romantic. 
Having  often  faid  that  he  would  take  Pavia,  or 
periih  in  the  attempt,  he  thought  himfelf  bound 
not  to  depart  from  that  refolution  ;  and  rather  than 
expofe  himfelf  to  the  llightefl:  imputation,  he  chofs 
to  forego  all  the  advantages  which  were  the  certain 
confequences  of  a  retreat,  and  determined  to  wait 
for  the  Imperiahfts  before  the  walls  of  Pavia  p. 

p-ttieof  The    Imperial    generals    found    the    French    fo 

flrongly  entrenched,  that,  notwithdanding  the 
powerful  motives  which  urged  them  on,  they 
hefitated  long  before  they  ventured  to  attack 
them  ;  but  at  hfl  the  necefhties  of  the  befieged, 
and   the  murm.urs   of  their   own  foldiers,  obli-^^ed 

Feb.  24.  them  to  put  every  thing  to  hazard.  Never  did 
armies  engage  with  greater  ardour,  or  with  an 
higher   opinion  of   the   importance  of  the   battle 

f  Guic.  I.  XV.  291. 
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^hlch  they  were  going  to  fight ;  never  were  troops      ^y^ 
more  flrongly  animated  with   emulation,  national 
antipathy,  mutual  refentment,   and  all  the  paflions 
which   infpire   obllinate   bravery.      On    the    one 
hand,  a   gallant  young  monarch,  feconded  by  a 
generous   nobility,    and   followed  by   fubjecls    to 
whofe  natural  impetuofity,  indignation  at  the  op- 
pofition  which  they  had  encountered,  added  new 
force,    contended  for   vidory   and   honour.    ^  On 
the  other  fide,  troops  m.ore  completely  difcipllned, 
and    conduded  by   generals  of  greater    abilities, 
fought   from  necefTity,    with   courage   heightened 
by^'defpair.      The    Imperialifts,    however,    were 
unable  to  refifc  the  firil  efforts  of  the  French  va- 
lour,  and  their  firmed  battalions   began  to  give 
way.     But  the  fortune   of  the   day   was    quickly 
changed.     The    Swifs    in   the   fervice   of  France, 
unmindful  of  the  reputation  of  their  countr)^  for 
fidehty   and  martial    glory,  abandoned  their  poit 
in   a   cowardly   manner.     Leyva,  with   his  garri- 
fon,    fallied    out   and    attacked   the   rear   of    the 
French,  during  the  heat  of  the  a6lion,  with  fuch 
furv  as  threw  it  into  confufion  ;  and  Pefcara  fall- 
ing  on    their    cavalry    with   the  Imperial,  horfe, 
arnong  whom   he   had   prudently  imermingled  a 
confiderable  number  of  Spanifh  foot,  armed  with 
the  heavy   m.ufkets  then  in   ufe,  broke   this  for- 
midable body  by  an  unufual  method  of  attack, 
againft  which  they  were  wholly  unprovided.     The  Thr  F.ench 
rout  became  univerfal ;   and  refiftance   ceafed   in  routed, 
almofl  every   part,  but  w^here    the  king  was   in 

U  4  perfon. 
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^  ^v.  ^  perfon,  who  fought  now,  not  for  fame  or  viclory, 
but  for  fafety.  Though  wounded  in  feveral 
places,  and  thrown  from  his  horfe,  which  was 
killed  under  him,  Francis  defended  himfelf  on 
foot  with  an  heroic  courage.  Many  of  his  braveft 
officers  gathering  round  him,  and  endeavouring 
to  fave  his  Hfe  at  the  expence  of  their  own,  fell 
at  his  feet.  Among  thefe  was  Bonnivet,  the 
author  of  this  great  calamity,  who  alone  died 
unlamenred.  The  king,  exhaufted  with  fatigue, 
and  fcarcely  capable  of  farther  refiilance,  was  left 
almoft  alone,  expofed  to  the  fury  of  fome  Spanifli 
foldiers,  ftrangers  to  his  rank,  and  enraged  at 
his  obilinacy.  At  that  moment  came  up  Pom- 
perant,  a  French  gentleman,  who  had  entered  to- 
gether v/ith  Bourbon  into  the  emperor's  fervice, 
and  placing  himfelf  by  the  fide  of  the  monarch 
againli:  whom  he  had  rebelled,  aiTifted  in  pro- 
teclincr  him  from  the  violence  of  the  foldiers:  at 
the  fame  time  befeeching  hhn  to  furrender  to 
Bourbon,  who  was  not  far  diilant.  Imminent  as 
the  danger  was  which  now  furrounded  Francis, 
he  rejected  with  indignation  the  thoughts  of  an 
aftion  which  would  have  afforded  fuch  matter 
of  triumph  to  his  traiterous  fubjeft ;  and  calling 
for  Lannoy,  who  happened  likewife  to  be  near 
at  hand,  gave  up  his  fword  to  him;  which  he, 
Frands  kneeling  to  kifs  the  king's  hand,  received  with 
foncr/"'  profound  refpe£l ;  and  taking  his  own  fword 
from  his  fide,  prefented  it  to  him,  faying,  That 
it  did  not  become  fo  great  a  monarch  to  remain 
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cVifarmed  in  the  prefence  of  one  of  the  emperor's    ^  ^^  ^ 
fubjeds  % 


Ten  thoufand  men  fell  on  this  day,  one  of 
the  moil  fatal  France  had  ever  feen.  Among 
thefe  were  many  noblemen  of  the  higheft  diftinc- 
tion,  who  chofe  rather  to  perifh  than  to  turn  their 
backs  v/ith  diihonour.  Not  a  few  were  taken 
prifoners,  of  whom  the  mofi:  illuftrious  was  Henry 
D'Albert,  the  unfortunate  king  of  Navarre.  A 
fmall  body  of  the  rear-guard  made  its  efcape, 
under  the  command  of  the  duke  of  Alencon ;  the 
feeble  garrifon  of  Milan,  on  the  firll  news  of  the 
defeat,  retired  without  being  purfued,  by  another 
road ;  and  in  two  weeks  after  the  battle,  net  a 
Frenchman  remained  in  Italy, 

Lannoy,  though  he  treated  Francis  with  all 
the  outward  marks  of  honour  due  to  his  rank  and 
charader,  guarded  him  with  the  utmoil  atten- 
tion.  He  was  folicitous,  not  only  to  prevent 
any  poffibility  of  his  efcaping,  but  afraid  that  his 
own  troops  might  feize  his  perfon,  and  detain  it 
as  the  bed  fecuriry  for  the  payment  of  their  ar- 
rears. In  order  to  provide  againft  both  thefe 
dangers,  he  conducted  Francis,  the  day  afcer  the 
battle,  to  the  ilrong  caftle   of  Pizzichitone  near 

^  Guic.  1.  XV.  292.  Oeuv.  de  Brant,  vi.  35^.  Mem.  de 
Bellay,  p.  90.  Sandov.  Hifl.  i.  638,  &c.  P.  Mart.  Ep.  805. 
810.  Rufcelli  Lettere  de  Principi,  ii.  p.  yot  UUoa  Vita  dell 
Carlo  V.  p.  98. 
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^^^^    Cremoi^a,  committing  him  to.  the  cuilody  of  Don 

v-.--N.-*^   Ferdinand  Alarcon,  general  of  the  SpaniHi  infantry, 

^^^^'       an   officer  of  great  bravery  and  of  ftricl  honour, 

but   remarkable   for   that    fevere    and    fcrupuious 

vigilance  which  fuch  a  trull  required. 

Francis,  who  formed  a  judgment  of  the  em- 
peror's difpofitions  by  his  own,  was  extremely 
defirous  that  Charles  fliould  be  informed  of  his 
fituation,  fondly  hoping  that  from  his  generofity 
or  fymipathy  he  fliould  obtain  fpeedy  relief.  The 
Imperial  generals  were  no  lefs  impatient  to  give 
their  fovereign  an  early  account  of  the  decifive 
vidory  which  they  had  gained,  and  to  receive 
his  inftructions  with  regard  to  their  future  con- 
dud.  As  the  mod  certain  and  expeditious  me- 
thod of  conveying  intelligence  to  Spain,  at  that 
feafon  of  the  year,  was  by  land,  Francis  gave  the 
commendador  Pennalofa,  who  was  charged  with 
Lannoy's  difpatches,  a  paflport  to  travel  through 
France. 

pf-t-^-of  Charles   received  the   account   of  this  ilgnal 

this  vi<ftory  .        ^ 

«'P°'^  and  unexDeded  fuccefs  that  had  crowned  his  arms, 

March  10.  with  a  moderation,  which,  it  it  had  been  real, 
would  have  done  him  more  honour  than  the 
greateft  vidory.  Without  uttering  one  word  ex- 
prelnve  of  exultation,  or  of  intemperate  joy,  he 
retired  immediately  into  his  chapel,  and  having 
fpent  an  hour  in  offering  up  his  thankfgivings  to 
heaven,  retijrned  to  the  prefence-chamber,  which 
by  that  time  w^as  filled  with  grandees  and  foreign 

ambaf" 
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ambalTadors,   affembled    In    order   to   congratulate    ^  00  k 
him.     He    accepted  of  their  comphnients   with  a   v.-^^^^,*^ 
modeft   deportment;  he  lamented   the  misfortune       '^-'* 
of  the  captive  king,  as  a  (trildng  example  of  the 
fad  reverfe  of  fortune,  to  v.hich  the  mod  power- 
ful   monarchs   are  fubjeci: ;  he  forbad  any  public 
rejoicings,   as   indecent  in  a  war  carried  on  among 
C'hriftians,  referving  them  until  he  fhould  obtain 
a  viclory  equally  illuflrious  over  the  Infidels ;  and 
feem.ed  to  take  pleafure  in  the  advantage  which  he 
had  gained,   only  as  it  would  prove  the  occafion  of 
•redoring  peace  to  Chrifiiendom "'". 

Charles,  however,  had  already  begun  to  form  The 
fchemes  in  his  ov>'n  mind,  which  little  fuited  fuch  beg'^n  to 
external  appearances.  Ambition,  not  generonty, 
was  the  ruhng  paiTion  in  his  mJnd  ;  and  the  viclory 
at  Pavia  opened  fuch  new  and  unbounded  profpecls 
of  gratifying  it,  as  allured  him  with  irrefiilible 
force  :  But  it  being  no  eafy  matter  to  execute  the 
vaft  defigns  which  he  meditated,  he  thought  it 
neceflary,  while  proper  meafures  were  taking  for 
that  purpofe,  to  effe6l  the  gieateil  m.oderation, 
hoping  under  that  veil  to  conceal  his  real  intentions 
from  the  other  princes  of  Europe. 

Meanwhile  France  was  filled  with  conflerna-  The  general 
tion.      The   king    himfelf  had    early   tranfmitted  t i " 
an  account  of  the  rout  at  Pavia,  in  a  letter  to  his 
mother,  delivered  by  Pennalofa,  which  contained 

'  Sandov.  Hift.  i.  641.     Ulloa  Vita  dell  Carlo  V.  p.  110. 
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Regent. 


BOOK  only  thefe  words,  ''  Madan^,  all  is  loH:,  ex- 
cept  our  honour."  The  officers  v/ho  made  their 
efcape,  when  they  arrived  from  Italy,  brought 
fuch  a  melancholy  detail  of  particulars  as  made 
all  ranks  of  men  fenfibiy  feel  the  greatnefs  and 
extent  of  the  calamity.  France,  without  its  fo- 
vereign,  without  money  in  her  treafury,  without 
an  army,  without  generals  to  command  it,  and 
encompafled  on  all  fides  by  a  victorious  and  active 
enemy,  feemed  to  be  on  the  very  brink  of  de- 
Thepru-  flruftion.  But  on  that  occafion  the  great  abilities 
dud  Of  the  of  Louife  the  regent  faved  the  kingdom,  which 
the  violence  of  her  pafTions  had  more  than  once 
expofed  to  the  greateft  danger.  Inftead  of  giving 
herfelf  up  to  fuch  lamentations  as  w^ere  natural  to 
a  v.'omian  fo  remarkable  for  her  maternal  tender- 
nefs,  file  difcovered  all  the  forefighr,  and  exerted 
all  the  acdvity  of  a  confummate  pohtician.  She 
afiembled  the  nobles  at  Lyons,  and  animated  them 
by  her  example  no  lefs  than  by  her  words,  with 
fuch  zeal  in  defence  of  their  country,  as  its  pre- 
fent  fituation  reauired.  She  collecled  the  remains 
of  the  army  which  had  ferved  in  Italy,  ranfomed 
the  prifoners,  paid  the  arrears,  and  put  them  in  a 
condition  to  take  the  field.  She  levied  new  troops, 
provided  for  the  fecurity  of  the  frontiers,  and 
raifed  fums  fufficient  for  defraying  thefe  extra- 
ordinary expences.  Her  chief  care,  however,  was 
to  appeafe  the  refentment,  or  to  gain  the  friend- 
fhip  of  the  king  of  England ;  and  from  that  quar- 
ter, the  firfl  ray  of  comfort  broke  in  upon  the 
French. 

Though 
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Though  Henry,  in  entering  into  alliances  with     ^?^^ 
Charles  or  Francis,  feldom  followed  any  regular 
or  concerted   plan   of  policy,  but  was  influenced 
chiefly  by  the  caprice  of  temporary  paflTions,  fuch  the  vi^ory 
occurrences  often  hapoened  as  recalled  his  atten-   on  Henry 

*  .  VIII 

tion  towards  that  equal  balance  of  power  which 
it  was  necefl^ary  to  keep  between  the  two  con- 
tending potentates,  the  prefervation  of  which  he 
always  boafted  to  be  his  peculiar  olTice.  He  had 
expefted  that  his  union  with  the  emperor  might 
aflbrd  him  an  opportunity  of  recovering  fome 
part  of  thofe  territories  in  France  which  had 
belonged  to  his  anceftors,  and  for  the  fake  of 
fuch  an  acquifition  he  did  not  fcruple  to  give 
his  afliftance  towards  raiung  Charles  to  a  con- 
fiderable  pre-eminence  above  Francis.  He  had 
never  dreamt,  however,  of  any  event  fo  decilive 
and  fo  fatal  as  the  victory  at  Favia,  which  feein- 
ed  not  only  to  have  broken,  but  to  have  anni- 
hilated the  power  of  one  of  the  rivals ;  fo  that 
the  profpect  of  the  fudden  and  entire  revolution 
which  this  would  occafion  in  the  pohiical  fvitem, 
filled  him  with  the  mofl  difquieting  apprehen- 
fions.  He  faw  all  Europe  in  danger  of  being 
over-run  by  an  ambitious  prince,  to  whole  power 
there  nov/  remained  no  counterpoife ;  and  though 
he  himfelf  might  at  firft  be  admitted,  in  quaUty 
of  an  ally,  to  fome  Ihare  in  the  fpoils  of  the 
captive  monarch,  it  was  eafy  to  difcern,  that  with 
regard  to  the  manner  of  making  the  partition, 
as   well  as  his  fecurity  for  keeping  poflefiion  of 

what 


302  THE    REIGxN*    OF    THE 

^^iv,^    what  fhould  be   allotted  him,  lie  mud  abfolutely 
depend  upon  the  will  of  a  confederate,  to  whofe 
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forces  his  own  bore  no  proportion.  He  was  fen- 
fible,  that  if  Charles  were  permitted  to  add  any 
ccnfiderable  part  of  France  to  the  vafl  dominions 
of  which  he  was  already  mafler,  his  neighbour- 
hood w^ould  be  much  more  formidable  to  Eng- 
land than  that  of  the  ancient  French  kings ; 
while,  at  the  fame  time,  the  proper  balance  on 
the  continent,  to  which  England  owed  both  its 
fafety  and  im.portance,  would  be  entirely  lofl. 
Concern  for  the  fituation  of  the  unhappy  mo- 
narch co-operated  with  thefe  political  confidera- 
tions ;  his  gallant  behaviour  in  the  battle  of  Pavia 
had  excited  an  high  degree  of  admiration,  which 
never  fails  of  augmenting  fympathy  ;  and  Henry, 
naturally  fufceptible  of  generous  fentiments,  w^as 
fond  of  appearing  as  the  deliverer  of  a  van- 
quilhed  enemy  from  a  flate  of  captivity.  The 
pafiions  of  the  Englifli  minifter  feconded  the  in- 
clinations of  the  monarch.  Wolfev,  who  had  not 
forgotten  the  difappointment  of  his  hopes  in 
two  fuccefiive  conclaves,  which  he  imputed  chiefly 
to  the  emperor,  thought  this  a  proper  opportu- 
nity of  taking  revenge ;  and  Louife,  courting 
the  friendfliip  of  England  with  fuch  flattering 
fubmiflions  as  were  no  lefs  agreeable  to  the  king 
than  to  the  cardinal,  Henry  gave  her  fecret 
aflurances  that  he  would  not  lend  his  aid  towards 
opprefiing  France,  in  its  prefent  helplefs  fliate, 
and  obliged  her  to  promife  that  Ihe  w^ould  not 

confent 
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confent  to  difmember  the  kingdom  even  in  order         jy^ 
to  procure  her  fon's  liberty '. 


But  as  Henry's  connections  with  the  emperor 
made  it  necefTary  to   acl  in   fuch  a  m.anner  as  to 
fave  appearances,    he    ordered    public    rejoicings 
to  be   made  in  his   dominions  for  the  fuccefs  of 
the  Imperial   arms ;  and  as  if  he  had  been  eager 
to  feize   the  prefent    opportunity    of  ruining    ths 
French  monarchy,  he  fent  ambalTadors  to  Madrid, 
to  congratulate  with  Charles  upon  his  victory ;  to 
put  him  in  mind,  that  he,    as  his  ally,  engaged 
in  one   common   caufe,  v>-as  entitled  to  partake  in 
the   fruits    of  it :    and    to   require  that,    in   com- 
pliance  with   the   terms   of  their  confederacy,  he 
would  invade  Guienne  with  a  powerful   army,  in 
order    to    give    him   poiTefiion    of  that    province. 
At  the  fame  time,  he  offered  to  fend  the  princefs 
Marv   into  Suain   or  the  Lov/  Countries,  that  (he 
might  be  educated  under  the  emperor's  diredion, 
until   the   conclufion  of   the  marriage   agreed   on 
between  them ;  and  in   return  for  that  mark  of 
his  confidence,   he  infilled  that  Francis  fhould  be 
delivered  to    him.  in  ccnfequence  of  that  article 
in  the   treaty    of  Bruges,   whereby   each   of  the 
contracling   parties  v/cs   bound    to    furrender   all 
ufurpers  to   him  v/hofe  rights  they  had   invaded. 
It  was  impolTible  that   Henry  could   expeft  that 
the  emperor  would  liilen  to  thefe  extravagant  de- 
mands, which  it  vras  neither  his  intered,  nor  in 

•'  Mem.  de  Bella'/,  94.     Guic.  1.  xvi.  318.     Herbert. 
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his  power  to  grant.  They  appear  evidently  to? 
have  been  made  with  no  other  intention  than  to 
^'^  furnilli  him  with  a  decent  pretext  for  entering  into 
fuch  engagements  with  France  as  the  jundure 
required  ^ 

ontheita-        It  was  among  the  Italian  Hates,   hov»'ever,  that 

uan  powers.  o  ^  •' 

the  victory  at  Pavia  occafioned  the  greatefl  alarm 
and  terror.  That  balance  of  power  on  which 
thev  relied  for  their  fecuritv,  and  which  it  had 
been  the  conftant  objeft  of  all  their  negociations 
and  rehnements  to  maintain,  was  deftroyed  in  a 
moment.  They  were  expofed  by  their  fituation 
to  feel  the  hrfl:  effeds  of  the  uncontrouled  autho- 
rity which  Charles  had  acquired.  They  obferved 
many  fymptoms  of  a  boundlefs  ambition  in  that 
young  prince,  and  were  fenfible  that,  as  emperor* 
or  king  of  Naples,  he  might  not  only  form  dan- 
gerous pretenfions  upon  each  of  their  territories, 
but  might  invade  them  with  great  advantage* 
They  deliberated,  therefore,  with  much  foHcitude 
concerning  the  means  of  raifmg  fuch  a  force  as 
might  obftrudt  his  progrefs  '\  But  their  con- 
fukations,  conduced  with  little  union,  ?Jid  exe- 
cuted v/ith  lefs  vigour,  had  no  effedl.  Clement, 
inilead  of  purfuing  the  meaiures  vvhich  he  had 
concerted  with  the  Venetians  for  fecuring  the 
liberty  of  Italy,  was  fo  intimidated  by  Lannoy's 

*  Herbert,  p.  64. 

^  Giiic  1.  xvi.  3C0.     Rufcelli  Letterc  de  Princ.  ii.  74.  7^? 
&c.     Thuani  Hill.  lib.  i.  c.  11. 
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threats,   or    overcome  by    his    promifes,    that   he     ^  ^^  ^ 
entered  into  a  feparate  treaty,  binding  himfe'if  to    u^ — v— «-4 
advance  a  confiderabie  funi  to    the  Emperor,  in  Apririr 
retmm  for  certain  emoiaments  which  he  was  to  re- 
ceive from  him.     The  money  was*  inflantly  paid ; 
but  Charles  afterwards  refufed  to  ratify  the  treaty ; 
and  the  pope  remained  exoofed  at  once  to  infamy 
and  to  ridicule :  to  the  former  becaufe  he  had  de- 
ferted  the  public  caufe  for    his  private  interefl ;  to 
the   latter,  becaufe  he  had  been  a  iofer  by  that  un- 
worthy adion  ^. 

How    difnonourable    foerer  the   artifice  might   Mminyin 

,  !•'  11'  1  irii         t^s  imperial 

be  which  was  employed  m  order  to  deiraud  the  arm>. 
pope  of  this  fum,  it  came  very  feafonably  into  the 
viceroy's  hands,  and  put  it  in  his  power  to  ex- 
tricate himfelf  out  of  an  imminent  danger.  Soon, 
after  the  defeat  of  the  French  army,  the  Ger- 
man troops,  which  had  defended  Pavia  with  fuch 
meritorious  courage  and  perfeverance,  growing 
infolent  upon  the  fame  that  they  had  acquired, 
and  impatient  of  relying  any  longer  on  fruitlefs 
promifes  with  which  they  had  been  fo  often 
amufed,  rendered  themfelves  mafters  of  the  tov/n, 
with  a  refolution  to  keep  poUeilion  of  it  as  a  fe- 
curity  for  the  payment  of  their  arrears ;  and  the 
the  reft  of  the  arm.y  difcovered  a  much  llronger  in- 
clination to  afFiil,  than  to  punifh  the  mutineers. 
By  dividing  among  them  the  moiiey  exaded   ijoni 

*  Guia.  lib.  xvi.  305.     Mauroceni  Hiflor.  Venet.  ap.   Ifco* 
riclii  dellcofe  Venez.  V.  131.  ij5. 
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^  ^^p  ^  the  pope,  Lannoy  quieted  the  tumultuous  Ger- 
mans ;  but  though  this  fatlsfied  their  prefent  de- 
mands, he  had  fo  little  profpeft  of  being  able 
to  pay  them  or  his  other  forces  regularly  for  the 
future,  and  was  under  fuch  continual  apprehen- 
fions  of  their  feizing  the  perfon  of  the  captive 
king,  that,  not  long  after,  he  was  obliged  to 
difmifs  all  the  Germans  and  Italians  in  the  Impe- 
rial fervice-\  Thus,  from  a  circumftance  that 
now  appears  very  fingular,  but  arifing  naturally 
from  the  conflimtion  of  moft  European  govern- 
ments in  the  fixteenth  centun%  while  Charles  was 
fufpected  by  all  his  neighbours  of  aiming  at  uni- 
rerfal  monarchv,  and  while  he  was  reallv  form- 
Ing  vaft  proiecls  ot^  this  kind,  his  revenues  were  fo 
limited,  that  he  could  not  keep  on  foot  his  victo- 
lious  army,  though  it  did  not  exceed  twenty-four 
thoufand  men. 

T'peEmpe-       DuRJNG    thefc    traufaclions,      Charles,    whcfe 
rationsVonI  pretcnfions    to     moderation   and    diiintereflednefs 
imnlTer  of^  ^^^^'^  ^^^^^  forgotteu,  deliberated,   with  the    utmofl 
>ui^viao"y.    folicitude,  how   he  might  derive  the  greateft    ad- 
vantages from  the   misfortunes    of  his    adverfary. 
Some  of  his    counfellors    advifed    him     to    treat 
Francis     with    the     magnanimity    that    became   a 
victorious   prince,    and,    inflead   of  taking  advan- 
tages  of    his  fituation    to  impofe  rigorous   cofldi- 
tions,    to  difmifs     him    on    fueh    equal    terms  as 
would    bind   him    for    ever    tg  his  intered  by  the 
ties   pf  gradtude   and  afFedion,    more    forcible  as 

well 
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well  as  more  permanent  than  any  which  could  book 
be  formed  by  extorted  oaths  and  involuntary  ili-  u— >A-j 
pulations.  Such  an  exenion  of  generofity  is  not,  ^^'^' 
perhaps,  to  be  expe£led  in  the  conduct  of  political 
affairs,  and  it  was  far  too  refined  for  that  prince  to 
whom  it  was  propofed.  The  more  obvious,  but 
lefs  fplendid  fcheme,  of  endeavouring  to  make 
the  utmofl  of  Francis's  calamity,  had  a  2:reater 
number  in  the  council  to  recommend  it,  and  fait- 
ed  better  with  the  emperor's  genius.  But  though 
Charles  adopted  this  plan,  he  feems  not  to  have 
executed  it  in  the  mod  proper  manner.  Inftead  of 
making  one  great  effort  to  penetrate  into  France 
with  all  the  forces  of  Spain  and  the  Low  Coun- 
tries ;  inflead  of  crufhing  the  ItaHan  dates  before 
they  recovered  from  the  conflernation  which  the 
fuccefs  of  his  arms  had  occafioned,  he  had  recourfe 
to  the  artifices  of  intrig-ue  and  nea;ociation.  This 
proceeded  partly  from  neceffity,  partly  from  the 
natural  difpofition  of  his  mind.  The  fituation  of 
his  finances  at  that  tim.e,  rendered  it  extremely 
difficult  to  carry  on  any  extraordinary  armament ; 
and  he  himfelf  having  never  appeared  at  the  head 
of  his  armies,  the  command  of  v/hich  he  had  hi- 
therto committed  to  his  generals^  v/as  averfe  to  bold 
and  martial  counfels,  and  trufred  m.ore  to  the  arts 
with  v/hich  he  was  acquainted.  He  laid,  befides, 
too  much  ilrefs  upon  the  vidory  of  Paviaj  as  if  by 
that  event  the  ilrenqrth  of  France  had  been  annihi- 

o 

lated,  itsrefources  exhauited,  and  the  kingdom  it- 
felf,  no  lefs  than  the  perfon  of  its  monarch,  had 
been  fubjeaed  to  his  power. 
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BOOK  Full  of  this    opinion,  he  determined  to  fet  the 

u.— v-*j  highefl  piice  upon  Francis's   freedom,  and  having 

The^H^c*--  ordered  the  count  de  Roeux  to  vifit   the  captive 

beVrlpo'fes  king  in  his  name,  he    inilrucled  him  to   propofe 

toFiancis.  ^^^^  fQ^Q^yj^g  articlcs,  as  the  conditions  on  which 

he  would  grant  him  his  hberty  :    That   he    ihould 
rellore   Burgundy  to   the    emperor,   from    whofe 
ancedors   it   had    been    unjuftly     wrefted ;     that 
he  ll'iould  furrender  Provence  and  Dauphine,  that 
they   might  be  erected  into  an  independent  king- 
dom for  the  condable  Bourbon  ;  that  he  fhould 
make  full  fatisfaclion  to  the  king  of  England   for 
all   his   claims  ;  and  finally  renounce  the  preten- 
fions  of  France  to  Naples,  Milan,    or   any  other 
territory  in  Italy.      When  Francis,  who   had  hi- 
therto flattered  hirnfelf  that    he  fhould  be  treated 
by  the  emperor  with  the  generofity  becoming  one 
rreat  prince  towards  another,  heard  thefe  rigorous 
conditions,  he   was  fo  tranfported    with    indigna- 
tion, that,  drawing    his    dagger  haftily,    he  cried 
out,  '*  'Twere  better  that  a  king  fhould  die  thus." 
Alarcon,  alarmed  at   his  vehemence,  laid  hold  on 
his  hand  ;  but   though  he  foon  recovered  greater 
compofure,   he  flill  declared  in   the  mofl  folemn 
manner,  that  he  would  rather  remain  a  prifoner  dur- 
ing life,  than  purchafe  liberty  by  fuch  ignominious 
concefTions  % 


FrsnciFcar-       This    mortifvincr    dKcovei'Y   of   the  emperor's 

ricd  pri-  >       c^  J  ^  i  ^ 

for.erto       intcutions,    greatly    augmented  Francis's   chagrin 


5paiu. 
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and  impatience  under  his  confinement,  and  mufl  ^  ^,,9  ^ 
have  driven  him  to  abiblute  defpair,  if  he  had  ^ 
not  laid  hold  of  the  only  thing  which  could  ftill 
adminifler  any  comfort  to  him.  He  perfuaded 
himfelf,  that  the  conditions  which  Rouex  had  pro- 
pofed  did  not  flow  originally  from  Charles  him- 
felf,  but  were  dictated  by  the  rigorous  poHcy  of 
his  Spaniih  council  ;  and  that  therefore  he  might 
hope,  in  one  perfonal  interview  with  him,  to  do 
more  towards  hailening  his  own  deliverance,  than 
could  be  eiTe^led  by  long  negociations  pafTmg 
through  the  fubordinate  hands  of  his  mdniilers. 
Relying  on  this  fuppoution,  which  proceeded 
from  too  favourable  an  opinion  of  the  emperor's 
charadler,  he  offered  to  vifit  him  in  Spain,  and 
was  willing  to  be  carried  thither  as  a  fpe(5lacle  to 
that  haughty  nation.  Lannoy  employed  all  his 
adarefs  to  confirm  him  in  thefe  fentiments ;  and 
concerted  with  him  in  fecret  the  m.anner  of  exe- 
cuting this  refolution.  Francis  was  fo  eager  on 
a  fcheme  which  feemed  to  open  fome  profpect  of 
liberty^  that  he  furniihed  the  galleys  neceflary  for 
conveying  him  to  Spain,  Charles  being  at  this  time 
unable  to  tit  out  a  fquadron  for  thatpurpofe.  The 
viceroy  without  communicating  his  intentions  either 
to  Bourbon  or  Pefcara,  conducted  his  prifoner 
towards  Genoa,  under  pretence  of  tranfpoi-ling  him 
by  fea  to  Naple: ;  though  foon  after  they  fet  fail, 
he  ordered  the  pilots  to  fleer  direclly  for  Spain ; 
but  the  wind  happening  to  carry  them  near  the 
French  coaft,  the  unfortunate  monarch  had  a  lull 
profpedt  of  his  own  dominions,  towards  which  he 
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cad  many  a  forrowml  and  defiring  look.  They 
landed,  however,  in  a  few  days,  at  Barcelona,  and 
foon  after  Francis  was  lodged,  by  the  emperor's 
command,  in  the  Alcazar  of  Madrid,  under  the 
care  of  the  vigilant  Alarcon,  who  guarded  him  with 
as  much  circumfpcclion  as  ever  ^. 

HfnrvViiT.  A  FEW  days  after  Francis's  arrival  at  Madrid, 
tre^a'ty'wTth  ^^d  whcn  hc  began  to  be  fenfible  of  his  having 
mdc  o'"  relied  without  foundation  on  the  emperor's  gene- 
feTelfe^^'^  rofity,  Henry  VIII.  concluded  a  treaty  with  the 
regent  of  France,  which  afforded  him  fome  hope 
of  liberty  from  another  quarter.  Henry's  extra- 
vagant demands  had  been  received  at  Madrid 
v/ith  that  neglect  which  they  deferved,  and  which 
he  probably  expected,  Charles,  intoxicated  with 
profperity,  no  longer  courted  him  in  that  re- 
fpectfid  and  fubmiflive  manner  which  pleafed  his 
haughty  temper.  Wolfeyj  no  lefs  haughty  than 
his  mafter,  was  highly  initated  at  the  emperor's 
difcontinuing  his  wonted  carefles  and  profefTions 
of  friendfhip  to  himfelf.  Thefe  faght  oiTeaces, 
added  to  the  weighty  conf: derations  formerly  men- 
tioned, induced  Henry  to  enter  into  a  defenfive 
alliance  with  Louife,  in  which  ail  the  dilTerences 
between  him  and  her  fon  v»ere  adjuiled  ;  at  the 
fame  time  he  engaged  that  he  would  employ  his 
beil  offices  in  order  to  procure  the  deliverance  of 
his  new  ally  from  a  flate  of  captivity  ". 

^Mem  de  Bellay,  95.     P  Mart,  Ep.  ult      Guic.  lib.  xvi  325. 
*>  Herbert.     Fiddes*s  Life  of  Wolfey,  337. 
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While  the  open   defection  of  fuch  a  powerful     book 
confederate  affected  Charles  with  deep  concern,  a   u — ^ — J 
fecret  confplracy  was  carrying  on  in  Italy,  which    Molone's 
threatened  him  with   confequences   flill  more  fatal.    'JJ-'li?""  "* 
The    reftlefs  and    intriguing    genius  of    Moront^,   theemp«- 
chancellor  of  Milan,  gave  rife  to  this.    His  revenge   [.^  aa'i  T^ 
had  been  amply  gratified  by  tho:  expulfion  of  the 
French  out  of  Italy,  and  his  vanity  no  lefs  footheJ 
by  the  re-eflablifhment  of  Sforza,  to  whofe  inte- 
refl  he  had  attached  liimfeif  in   the  dutchy  of  Mi- 
Ian.     The   delays,  however,   and   evafions  of  the 
Impenal  court,  in   granting  Sforza  the  inveftiturj 
of  his  new  acquired    territories,  had  long  alarmed  ' 
Morone  ;  thefe   were   repeated   lb  often,  and  with 
fuch   apparent  artifice,   as  became  a  full   proof  to 
his  fufpicious  mind,  thaf  the  emperor  intended  to 
flrip  his  mafter  of  that  rich  country  which    he  had 
conquered  in  his  name.     Though   Charles,  in  or- 
der to  quiet  the   pope  and  Venetian^,  no  lefs  jea- 
Ions  of  his  defigns  than    Morone,  gave  Sforza^  at 
iail,  the  inveditiire  which   h  A  been  fo  long  de- 
fired;  the  charter  was  clo^^^pred  with   fo   many  re- 
fervations,    and   fubjecled  him    to    fuch     grievous 
burdens  as  rendered  the  duke  of  Milan  a  denend- 
ent  on  the  emperor,   rather  than  a    vafTal  of  the 
em.pire,  and  afforded  him  hardly    any  other  fecu- 
rity  for  his    poflelTions    than  the  good  pleafiire  of 
an    ambitious    fuperior.      ^uch     an     accelTion    of 
power  as  would  have    accrued    from  the    addition 
of  the  N'iilanefe  to    the  kingdom  of  N.]ples,   was 
Confidered  by   Morone  as  fatal  to  the  liberties  of 

X  4  Iiiily> 


;t2  The  reign  of  the 

Italy,  no  lefs  than  to  his  own  importance.     Full  of 
this  idea,  he  berran  to  revolve  in  his  mind  the  pof- 
^15-       fibility  of  refcuiiig  Italy  from  the  yoke  of  foreigners 5 
the  darling  fcheme,  as  has  been  already  cbferved, 
of  the  Italian  p  'liticians  in  that  age,  and  which  it 
v/as  the  great  object  of  their  ambition  to  accom- 
pliih.     If  to  the  giory  of  having  been  the  chief  in- 
firument  of  driving   the  French  out  of  Pvlilan,  he 
could  add  that  of  delivering  Naples  from  the  do- 
minion of  the  Spaniards,  he  thought  that  nothing 
would  be  wanting  to  complete  his  fame.     His  fertile 
genius  foon  fuggefked  to   him   a  project  for  that 
purpofe;  a  difficult,  indeed,  and  daring  one,  but  for 
that  very  reafon  more  agreeable  to  his  bold  and  en- 
terprifing  temper. 


Kisnej^o-         BouREON  sud  Pefcara  Were   equally  enraged  at 
%^ith"per-     Lannoy's    canwing   the  French  king    into    Spain 
without    their    knowledge       The    former,    being 
afraid   that  the  two  monarchs    might,  in   his  ab- 
fence,  conclude  fome  treaty  in  which  his  interefts 
v/ould  be  entirely  facrinced,  hailened   to  Madrid, 
in    order    to    guard  againfl   that    danger.      The 
latter,  on  whom  the  comnnand  of  the  army  now 
devolved,    was  obliged  to  remain  in  Italy  ;   but, 
in  every   company,  he   gave   vent  to  his  indigna- 
tion againfl  the  viceroy,    in  expreflions    full    of 
rancour  and  contempt ;  he  accufed  him,  in  a  let- 
ter to  the  emperor,  of  cowardice   in  the  time  of 
danger,  and  of  infolence  after  a  victory,  tov/ar^s 
the   obtaining   of  which  he    had  contributed  no- 
thin  cr 
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thing    either   by  his  valour  or  hh  condu6l ;  nor    ^^jv.^ 
did  he  abllain  from  bitter  complaints  againfl  the 
emperor  himfelf,  who    had  not   dircovered    as  he 
imagined,  a  iufficient   fenfe   of  his  merit,  nor  be- 
flowed  any  adequate    reward  on    his  fervices.     It 
was  on  this  difguft  of  Pefcara  that  Morone  found- 
ed his  whole  fyilem.       He    knew    the    boundlefs 
ambition   of   his   nature,  the  great  extent  of   his 
abilities  in  peace  as  well  as  war,  and  the  intrepi- 
dity of  his  mind,  capable  alike  of  undertaking  and 
of  executing  the    moil    defperate    defigns.      The 
cantonment  of  the  Spanifh  troops  on  the  frontier 
of  the   Milanefe,   gave  occafion    to    many  inter- 
.views  between  him  and    IMorone,   in   which  the 
latter  took  care  frequently  to  turn  the  converra- 
tion  to    the  tranfactions   fubfequent  to  the   battle 
of    Pavia,    a  fubject    upon    which    the    marquis 
always   entered   willingly  and   with  pafTion  ;   and 
Morone  obferving  his  refentment  to  be  uniformly 
violent,  artfully  pointed  out  and  aggravated  every 
circumflance   that   could   increafe   its    fury.      He 
paintedj  in    the  flrongefl   colours,    the  emperor's 
want  of    difcernment,    as  well  as    of    gratitude, 
in  prefering  Lannoy   to   him,    and    in    allowing 
that    prefumptuous    Fleming    to   difpofe     cf   the 
captive    king,    without    confulting     the    man  to 
whofe  bravery  and  wifdom  Charles  was   indebted 
for  the  glory   of  having  a   formidable   rival  in  his 
power.     Having  warmed  him  by  fcch    difcourfes, 
he  then  began  to  infmuate   that  now  was  the  time 
to  be   avenged  fo^'  thefc  infults,  and   to    acquire 
-"^  immortal 
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IV.  "^    immortal  renown  as  the  deliverer  of  his   country 
^2^  ^^om  the  oppreffion  of  flrangers  ;  that  the  ftates 
of  Italy,   weary  of  the  ignominious  and  intolerable 
dominion    of    barbarians,  were    at    laft    ready>o 
combine  in    order   to   vindicate    their  own   inde- 
pendence; that  their  eyes  were  fixed  on  him  as 
the  only  leader  whofe  genius  and   good   fortune 
could   enfure   the    happy  fuccefs   of  that  noble  en- 
terprife  ;  that  the  attempt  was  no  lefs  praclicable 
than  glorious,  it  being  in   his   power  fo  to  difptrfe 
the  Spanifh  infantry,  the  only  body  of  the  empe- 
ror's troops  that   remained  in  Italy,  through    the 
villages  of  the  Milanefe,  that,  in  one  nigh^,  they 
might  be  deflroyed  by  the  people,  who,    having 
fuffered   much  from  their  exadions  and  infolence, 
would  gladly    undertake  this  fervice  ;  that  he  might 
then,    without    oppofition,    take  pofTeflion   of   the 
throne  of  Naple?,  the   flation   dedincd  for    him, 
and    a    reward  not  unworthy  the  reftorer  of   li- 
berty   to    Italy;   that    the   pope,  of    whom  that 
kingdom  held,   and  whofe    predecefTors  had    dif- 
pofed   of  it    on     many  former    occafions,  would 
willingly  grant  him,   the  right  of  inveftiture  ;  that 
the  Venetians,  the  Florentines,  the  duke  of  Milan, 
to  whom  he  had    communicated  the  fcheme,  to- 
gether with  the  French,  would    be  the  guarantees 
of  his    right ;    that  the  Neapolitans  would  natu- 
rally prefer  the  government  of  one  of  their  coun- 
trymen, whom  they  loved  and  admired,    to  that 
odious  dominion  of  flrangers,  to  which    they  had 
been  fo    long  fubjet^led  ;  and   that  the  emperor, 
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aftoninied  at  a  blow  fo  unexpeded,  would  find  that    b  o  o  k 
he  had  neither  troops  nor  money   to   xefiH  fuch  a 
powerful  confederacy  ^. 

Pescara,  amazed  at  the  boldnefs  and  extent  b^^^ 
of  the   fcheme,     hftened    attemlvely  to  ^.lorone,   pnjone-  by 
but  with  the    countenance  of  a  man  loft  in  pro- 
found and    anxious    thought.     On  the  one  hand, 
the  infamy  of  betraying  his  fovereign  under  whom 
he   bore  fuch  high  command,  deterred  him  from 
the  attempt ;  on   the    other,  the  profpec:  of  ob- 
taining a  crown  allured  him   to  venture  upon  it. 
After  continuing  a  fnort  fpace  in    fufpenfe,    the 
leaft  commendable  motives,  as  U  umal  after  fuch 
deliber?itions,   prevailed,  and   ambition  triumphed 
over  honour.       In   order,  hovrever,    to    throw    a 
colour  of    decency    on  h's    conduct,    he    infilled 
that  fome  learned  cafuifts  fhould  give  their  opinion, 
"  Whe-her  it  was  lawful  for  a  fubjecl   to  take  arms 
againft  his   immediate  fovereign,  in  obedience  to 
the  lord  paramount   of  whom  the  kingdom,  itfels 
was  held  ?"  Such  a  reiolution  of  the   cafe  as  he 
expected    was     foon    obtained    fr  m    the    divines 
and  civilians    both  of  Rome  and  Milan  ;  the  ne- 
o-cciarion  went   forward  ;  and    meafures  feemed  to 
be  taking  with  great  fpirit  for  the  fpeedy  execution 
of  the  defign. 

«  Guic.  1.  xvi.  325.  -Tovii  Vita  Davali,  p<  417.  Ocuv. 
^e  Brantome,  iv,  171.  Rufcelli  Lettre  de  Princ.  ii.  91. 
Thuani  Hi  ft.  lib.  i.  c.  ix.  P.  Heuter.  Rer.  Auilr.  Ub.  ix. 
c.  3.  p.  207. 
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BOOK         During   this  interval,  Pefcara,   either  fiiocked 

JV. 

v.^_^^l^^  at  the  treacher)^  of  the  adion  that  he  was  going 
*^^^*  to  commit,  or  defpairing  of  its  fuccefs,  began  to 
entertain  thoughts  of  abandoning  the  engage- 
ments which  he  had  come  under.  Ihe  indifpo- 
fition  of  Sforza,  who  happened  at  that  time  to 
be  taken  ill  of  a  diftemper  which  was  thought 
mortal,  confirmed  his  refolution,  and  determined 
him  to  make  known  the  whole  confpiracy  to  the 
emperor,  deeming  it  more  prudent  to  expedl  the 
dutchy  of  Milan  from  him  as  the  reward  of  this 
difcovery,  than  to  aim  ?.t  a  kingdom  to  be  pur- 
chafed  by  a  fcries  of  crimes.  This  refolution, 
however,  proved  the  fource  of  a6lions  hardly  lefs 
criminal  and  ignominious.  The  emperor,  who 
had  already  received  fall  information  concerning 
the  confpiracy  from  other  hands,  feemed  to  be 
highly  pleafed  with  Pefcara's  fidelity,  and  com- 
manded him  to  continue  his  intrigues  for  fome 
time  with  the  pope  and  Sforza,  both  that  he  might 
difcover  their  intentions  more  fully,  and  that  he 
might  be  able  to  convict  them  of  the  crime  with 
greater  certainty.  Pefcara,  confcious  of  guilt, 
as  well  as  fenfible  how  fupicious  his  long  filence 
muft  have  appeared  at  Ivladrid,  durfl  not  decline 
that  difhonourabie  office ;  and  was  obliged  to  a<fl 
the  meaneft  and  mod  difgraceful  of  all  parts,  that 
of  feducing  with  a  purpofe  to  betray.  Confider- 
ing  the  abilities  of  the  perfons  with  w^hom  he  had 
to  deal,  the  part  was  fceaxely  lefs  difficult  than 
bafe ;  \mi  he  aded  it  with  fuch  addrefs,  as  to  de- 
ceive e^  ?n  the  penetrating  eye  of  Morone,  who, 
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relying  with  full  confidence  on  his  fmcerity,  vifited 
him  at  Novara,  in  order  to  put  the  iafl  hand  to  their 
machinations.  Pefcara  received  him  in  an  apart- 
ment where  Antonio  de  Leyva  was  placed  behind 
the  tapeftry,  that  he  might  overhear  and  bear  wit- 
nefs  to  their  converfation ;  as  Morone  was  about 
to  take  leave,  that  officer  fuddenly  appeared,  and  to 
his  afloniihment  arrefled  him  prifoner  in  the  em- 
peror's name.  He  was  condaded  to  the  caftle  of 
Pavia  ;  and  Pefcara,  v;ho  had  fo  lately  been  his  ac- 
complice, had  now  the  alTurance  to  interrogate  him 
as  his  judge.  At  the  fame  time,  the  emperor  de- 
clared Sforza  to  have  forfeited  all  right  to  the 
dutchy  of  Milan,  by  his  engaging  in  a  confpiracy 
againfl  the  fovereign  of  whom  he  held  ;  Pefcara,  by 
his  command,  feized  on  every  place  in  the  Milanefe, 
except  the  caftles  of  Cremona  and  Milan,  which  the 
unfortunate  duke  attempting  to  defend,  were  clofely 
blockaded  by  the  Imperial  troops  ^. 

But  though   this  unfuccefsful    confpiracy,    in-  Tiiengor- 
ftead  of  dripping    the  emperor  of  what  he  already  w^ntlf' 
poifeifcd  in  Italy,  contributed  to  extend  his  domi-  spa^nl*  ^ 
nions  in  that  country,  it  fhewed  him  the  neceflity 
of  coming  to   fome   agreement  with   the  French 
king,  unlefs    he  chofe  to  draw  on  himfelf  a  confe- 
deracy of  all  Europe,  which  the   progrefs  of  his 
arms  and  his  ambition,  now  as  undifguifed  as  it  was 
boundlefs,  filled  with  general  alarm.     He  had  not 

d  Guic.  1,  xvi,   329.      Jovii    Hift.    319,      Capella,  lib.   v. 
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liithcrto  treated  Francis  with  the  generofily  which 
that  monarch  expected,  and  hardly  with  the  de- 
cency   due  to  his  ftation.      Inflead  of  difplaying 
the  fentiments  becoming  a  great  prince,  Charles, 
by  his    mode    of  treating  Francis,  feems   to    have 
udcd  with   the   mercenary    art  of  a  corfair,  who, 
by  the  rigorous    uf^ge    of    his    prifoners,  cndea- 
V'Ours  to    draw  from   them    an    higher  price    for 
their  ranfom.     The  captive  king  was  confined    in 
an  old   caflle,  under  a  keeper  w^hofe  formal  aufte- 
rity  of  manners    rendered  his  vigilance  ftill  more 
difgufling.     He  v  as   allowed  no  exercife  but  that 
of  riding    on   a    mule,    fur  rounded    with    armed 
guards  on     horfeback.     Charles,    on   pretence  of 
its    being  neceifary  to  attend  the  Cortes   aflembled 
in  Toledo,    had  gone  to  refide  in  that  city,  and 
fufFered  feveral  w'eeks    to   elapfe  without    vifiting 
Francis,    thoufrh   he   folicited    an   interview    with 
enrisrgers     the  moil  preiling  and  fubmiiTive  importunity.     So 
many  indicrnities   made    a  deep   nnprefnon  on  an 
hi^h-fpirited    prince ;    he  berran  to    lofe  all  reliili 
for    his  ufual    amufements ;  his  natural   gaiety  of 
temper,  forfook    him  ;    and   after  languifhing  for 
fome  lime  he  was  feized  with   a   dangerous   fever, 
durinp-  the  violence  of  which  he   complained    con- 
Rantly    of  the   unexpecled   and  unprincely  rigour 
with    which    he  had  been  treated,  often  exclaim-- 
inp*,   that  nov/    the    emperor  w^ould  have  the  fatif- 
fivdion  of  his  dying    a    prifoner     in     his    handsj 
wjihoat  having  once  deigned  to  fee  his  face.     The 
phyficians,    at     lad,     defpaired     of  his    life,  and 
inlormed   the  emperor  that  they  faw  no  hope   of 
I  his 
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his  recover}',  ulefs   he  were    gratified  with   regard    Book 
to  that  point  on  which  he  feemed  to  be  fo  ftrongly    v-*»^v^^^ 
bent.     Charles,  fjlicitous  to   preferve  a  Hfe  with       ^'^^' 
which  all  his  profpeds  of  farther  advantage  from 
the   victory  of  Pavia  mufl  have   terminated,  im- 
mediately confulted   his  minifters  concerning   the 
courfe  to  be  taken.     In  vain  did   the  chancellor 
Gattinara,    the   moil  able  amcng  them,  reprefent 
to  him  the  indecency  of  his  vifiting  Francis,  if 
he    did  not  intend   to   ff.t  him   at  liberty  imme- 
diately  upon   equal  terms  ;   in  vain   did  he  point 
out  the  infamy  to  which  he  would  be   expofed, 
if  avarice  or  ambition  fliould   prevail   on  him  to 
give  the  captive  monarch  this  mark  of  attention 
and  fympathy,  for  which  humanity  and  generofity 
had  pleaded  fo  long  without  effect.     The  emperor,     s<pt.  it, 
lefs   delicate,    or  lefs    folicitous,  about  rcDutation   rorvifi;& 
than  his  minifter.  fet  out  for  Madrid  to  vifit  his 
prifoner.     The  interview  was  fhort ;    Francis  being 
too   weak   to   bear  a  long    converfation,   Charles 
accofted  him.  in  term^  full  of  affection  and  refpect, 
and  gave  him  fuch  promiifes  of  fpeedy  deliverance 
and  princely   treatment,   as  would   have  refledled 
the  greatefu  honour  upon  l;im  if  they  had  flowed 
from   another   fource.     Francis    grafped  at   them 
with  the  eagernefs   njtural  in   his  fituation  -,  and, 
cheered  with  this  gleam  of  hope,  began  to  revive 
from  that  moment,  recovering  rapidly  his  wonted 
health  -. 

^  Guic.  1.  xvi.  339.     Sandov.  Hifl.  i.  C6j. 
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He  had  foon  the  mortification  to  find,  that  his 
conlidence  in  the  emperor  was  not  better  founded 
Thtconfta-  ^^^^"  formerly.  Charles  returned  inflantly  to  To- 
bie  Hour-  ]^Jq  .  ^|[  negociations  were  carried  on  by  his 
at  Madrid,  rfiinifters ;  and  Francis  was  kept  in  as  flrid  cuf- 
tody  as  ever.  A  new  indignity,  and  that  very  gall- 
ing, was  added  to  all  thofe  he  had  already  fuffer' 
ed.  Bourbon  arriving  in  Spain  about  this  time, 
Charles,  who  had  fo  long  refufed  to  x'ifit  the  king 
>fov.  15.  of  France,  received  his  rebellious  fubjecl  with 
the  mod  (ludied  refpeci.  He  m.et  him  without 
the  gates  of  Toledo,  embraced  him  wirh  the 
greatell  affection,  and  placing  him  on  his  left 
hand,  conducted  him  to  his  apartment.  Thefe 
marks  of  honour  to  him,  were  fo  many  infults  to 
the  unfortunate  monarch ;  which  he  felt  in  a  very 
fenfible  manner.  It  afforded  him  fome  confo- 
lation,  how'ever,  to  obferve,  that  the  fentiments 
of  the  Spaniards  differed  widely  from  thofe  of 
their  fovereign.  That  generous  peqple  detefled 
Bourbon's  crime.  Notwithflanding  his  great 
talents  and  important  fervices,  they  fliunned  all 
mtercourfe  with  him,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
Charles  having  defired  the  marquis  de  Villena  to 
permit  Bourbon  to  refide  in  his  palace  while  the 
court  remained  at  Toledo,  he  politely  replied, 
"  That  he  could  not  refufe  gratifying  his  fove- 
reign in  that  requeft  ;"  but  added,  with  a  Cafli- 
lian  dignity  of  mind,  that  the  emperor  muff  not 
be  furprifed  if,  the  moment  the  conffable  de- 
parted', he  fhould  burn  to  the  ground  a  houfe 
which,  having  been  polluted  by   the  prefence   of 

I  a  traitor. 
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a  traitor,   became  an  unfit  habitation  for  a  man  of    book 

IV. 

honour*.  v..^^.^--,^ 

1525. 

Charles  himfelf,  neverrhelefs,  feemed  to  have   f  ^^°"',''^? 

'  '  gcner- 1  or 

it  much  at  heart  to  reward  Bourbon's    fervices    in   r;^'  •  p«^- 

ridl  arrri)  in. 

a  fignal  manner.  But  as  he  infilled,  in  the  flril  ^^^^y- 
place  on  the  acc:^-mphil^menL  of  the  emperor's 
promife  of  gixinc^  him  in  marriage  his  fider 
Eleanora,  oueen  dowager  of  Poituo^al,  the  ho- 
nour  of  which  afiiance  had  been  one  of  his  chief 
inducements  to  rebel  againft  his  lawful  fovereign  ; 
as  Francis,  in  order  to  prevent  fuch  a  dangerous 
union,  had  oifered,  before  lie  left  Italy,  to  marry 
that  princefs ;  and  as  Eleanora  herfelf  difcovered 
an  inclination  rather  to  match  v/irh  a  powerful 
monarch,  than  with  his  exiled  fubjecl  ;  all  thefe 
interfering  circumftances  created  great  em.bar- 
raument  to  Charles,  and  left  him  hardly  any 
hope  of  extriczring  himlelf  with  decency.  But  December, 
the  death  of  Pefcara,  who,  at  the  a2:e  of  thirtv- 
fix,  left  behind  him  the  reputation  of  being  one 
of  the  greateil  generals  and  ablefl  politicians  of 
that  centurv,  hanpened  opoortunelv  at  this  iunc- 
ture  for  his  relief.  By  that  event,  the  command 
of  the  army  in  Italy  became  vacant,  and  -Charles, 
always  fertile  in  refources,  perfuaded  Bourbon, 
who  was  in  no  condition  to  difpute  his  will,  to 
accept  the  office  of  general  in  chief  there,  to- 
gether with  a  grant  of  the  dutchy  of  Milan 
forfeited  by  Sforza ;  and   in  return  for  thefe    to 

^  Guic.  1.  xvi.  335. 
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BOOK,     relinquifh   all  hopes    of  marrying  the    queen    of 
u-->/— ^    Portue;al  ^ 

o 
J5Z5. 

Neg5cia-  The   chief  obflacle  that   flood    in  the   way  of 

procuring      Francis  s    liberty,  was   the    emperor  s    contmumg 
liberty!        to  infiit  fo  peremptorily  on  the  reftitution  of  Bur- 
gundy, as  a  preliminary,  to    that    event.     Francis 
often   declared   that    he    would  never  confent   to 
difnif^mber   his    kingdom ;    and    that,   even  if   he 
fhould  fo   far  forget  the  duties  of  a  monarch,  as 
to  come    to  fuch    a    refolution,  the    fundamental 
laws  of  the  nation  would  prevent  its   taking  effect. 
On  his  part   he  was  willing  tu  make  an  abfoiute 
ceflion    to   the   emperor  of  all  his  pretenfions  in 
Ii::ily   and    the  Low  Countries  ;  he    promifed    to 
rellore  to  Bourbon   all  his  lands  which  had  been 
confifcattd ;    he    renewed  his    propofal    of    mar- 
rvini^   the  emperor's  fifter,    the    queen    dowager 
of    Portugal ;  and    engaged  to  pay  a   great  funi 
by  v/ay  of  ranfom  for  his  ov/n  perfon.     But  all 
mutual  elleem   and  confidence  between   the   two 
monarchs  were  new  entirely  loH ;  there  appeared, 
on  the   one    ha^ad,  a  rapacious    am.bition,  labour- 
ing   to   avail  itfelf    of  every    favourable    circum- 
ftance  ;   on  the  other,  fufpicion    and    refentment, 
fcandinp-  perpetually  on  their  guard  ;  fo  that  the 
profpedl  of  bringing  their  negociations  to  an  iiTue 
feemed   to  be  far  diftant.     The  dutchefs  of  Alen- 
9on,    the     French    king's     filler,    v/hom  Charles 
permitted  to  vifit  her  brother  in  his  confinement, 

g  Sandov.  Hill.  i.  676.      Oeuv.  de  Brant,  iv.  249. 
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employed    all     her    addrefs,    in  order  to  procure     ^  J^°  ^ 
his    liberty   on  more    reafonable  terms.     Henry  of    ^ — ^— ^ 
England  interpofed  his   good  offices    to    the  fame        ^ 
purpofe ;    but    both  with    fo    little     fuccefs,    that  Francis  in 
Francis    in   defpair    took   fuddenly  the   refolution  fow^e^s'to^' 
of  refigning    his    crown,  with  all   its    rights  and  crow'n/'* 
prerogatives,  to  his  fon,    the   dauphin,  determin- 
ing rather  to  end    his     days    in   prifon,   than  to 
purchafe  his  freedom  by  concellions  unworthy  of 
a  Iving.       The   deed  for    this    purpofe   he  figned 
with    legal   formality  in  Madrid,    empowering  his 
filler   to   carry  it  into  France,    that  it   might    be 
regiftered    in  all    the    parliaments  of    the    king- 
dom ;  and  at   the  fame  time  intimating  his  inten- 
tion to  the  emperor,  he   d^fired    him  to  name  the 
place  of  his  confinement,  and  to  affign  him  a  proper 
number  of  attendants  during  the  remainder  of  his 
days  \ 

This  refolution  of  the  French  king  had  great  charic; 
effed;  Charles  began  to  be  fcnfible,  that  by  '''''"''*' 
pufliing  rigour  to  excefs  he  might  defeat  his 
own  meafures ;  and  inftead  of  the  vafl  advantages 
which  he  hoped  to  draw  from  ranfoming  a 
powerful  monarch,  he  might  at  lafl  find  in  his 
hands  a  prince  without  dominions  or  revenues. 
About  the  fame  time,  one  of  ihe  king  of  Na- 
varre's domeftics  happened,  by  an  extraordinary 
exertion  of  fidehty,    courage,    and     addrefs,    to 


^'  This  paper  Is  publifhcd  in  Memoires  Hiiloriques,  &c.  par 
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procure  his  mailer  an  opportunity  of  efcaplng 
from  the  p.riibn  in  \vhich  he  had  been  confined 
'^'"^'"  ever  fince  the  battle  of  Pavia.  This  convinced 
the  emperor,  that  the  mod  vigilant  attention 
of  his  officers  might  be  eluded  by  the  ingenuity 
or  boldnefs  of  "^itjicIs  or  his  attendants,  and 
one  unlucky  hour  might  deprive  him  of  all  the 
advanta^ires  v;hich   he    had    been    fo   folicitous    to 

o 

obtain.  By  thefe  confiderations,  he  was  induced 
to  abate  fomev/hat  of  his  former  demands.  On 
the  other  hand,  Francis's  impatience  under  con- 
finement daily  increafiid;  and  having  received 
certain  intelligence  of  a  powerful  league  forming 
againft  his  rival  in  Ital}',  he  grew  more  com- 
pliant with  regard  to  his  concefTions,  trufting  that, 
if  he  could  once  obtain  his  liberty,  he  would 
foon  be  in  a  condition  to  refume  whatever  he  had 
yielded. 

,..6.  Such  being   the  views  and  fentiments  of    the 

Madrid!^^  tv/0  mouarchs,  the  treaty  which  procured  Francis 
his  liberty  was  fignL^d  at  Madrid,  on  the  four- 
teenth of  January  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  twenty-fix :  The  article  with  regard  to 
Burgundy,  which  had  hitherto  created  the  greatefl 
difficulty,  was  compromifed,  Francis  engaging 
to  reilore  that  dutchy  with  all  its  dependencies  in 
full  fovereignty  to  the  emperor ;  and  Charles 
confenting,  that  this  reftitution  flioald  not  be 
made  until  the  king  was  fet  at  liberty :  in  order 
to  fecure  the  performance  of  this,  as  well  as  the 
other    conditions    in  the    treaty,   Francis    agreed 

that. 
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that,  at  the  fame  inflant  whei  he  hiinfelf  ihould 
be  relcaled,  he  would  deliver  as  hoftages  to  the 
emperor,  his  eldeft  fon,  the  dauphin,  his  fecond 
foil  the  duke  of  Orleans,  or  in  heu  of  the  latter, 
twelve  of  his  principal  nobility,  to  be  named  by 
Charles.  The  other  articles  fwelled  to  a  gre^t 
number,  and,  though  not  of  fuch  importance, 
were  extremely  rigorous.  Among  thefe  the  moft 
remarkable  were,  that  Francis  fiiouid  rerjounce 
all  his  pretenfions  in  Italy  :  that  he  fliould  dif- 
claim  anv    tide  which  he  had  to  the  fovereio-nty  of 

J  O         J 

Flanders  and  Artois  ;  that,  within  fix  weeks  after 
his  releafe,  he  fhould  reilore  to  Bourbon,  and  his 
adherents,  all  their  goods,  moveable  and  im- 
moveable, and  make  them  full  reparation  for 
the  damages  which  they  had  fuitained  by  tiie  con- 
fifcation  of  them ;  that  he  ihould  ufe  his  intereft 
with  Henry  D' Albert  to  relinquiOi  hii,  pretenfions 
to  the  crown  of  Navarre,  and  ihould  not  for  th« 
future  alTift  him  in  any  attempt  to  recover  it ;  that 
there  fhould  be  eitabhOied  bc-tv/een  the  emperor  and 
Francis  a  league  of  perpetual  friendfnip  and  con- 
federacy, with  a  promdie  of  mutual  affiflance  in 
every  cafe  of  neceliity  ;  that  in  corroboration  of 
this  union,  Francis  (liould  marry  the  emperor's 
filler,  the  queen  dowager  of  Portugal ;  that  Francis 
fhould  caufe  all  the  ardcles  of  this  treaty  to  be  ratified 
by  the  dates,  and  regiftered  in  the  parliaments  of 
his  kingdom  ;  that,  upon  the  emperor's  receiving 
this   raufication,    the    hoftages   fliould   be   fet    at 

Y  3  libeity  j 
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^  fy^  ^  liberty  ;  but  in  their  place,  the  duke  of  Angouleine, 
the  king's  third  fon,  fhould  be  deHvered  to  Charles  ; 
that  in  order  to  manlfeft,  as  well  as  to  flrengthen 
the  amity  between  the  two  monarchs,  he  might 
be  educated  at  the  Imperial  court ;  and  that  if 
Francis  did  not,  within  the  time  limited,  fulfil 
the  ftipulations  in  the  treaty,  he  flioald  promlfe, 
upon  his  honour  and  oath,  to  return  into  Spain, 
and  to  furrender  himfelf  again  2  prifoner  to  the 
emperor '. 

Sentiments  By  thls  treaty,  Charlcs  flattered  himfelf  that 
wuh^rcfp^ed  he  had  not  only  effectually  humbled  his  rival,  but 
^^"*  that  he  had  taken  fuch  precautions    as    would  for 

ever  prevent  his  re-attaining  any  formidable  degree 
of  power.  The  opinion,  which  the  wifed  politi- 
cians formed  concerning  it,  was  very  different ;  they 
could  not  perfuade  themfelves  that  Francis,  after 
obtaining  his  liberty,  would  execute  articles  againft 
w^hlch  he  had  flruggled  fo  long,  and  to  which,  not- 
withftanding  all  that  he  felt  during  a  long  and  ri- 
gorous confinement,  he  had  confented  with  the  ut- 
moil  reluctance.  Ambition  and  refentment,  they 
knew,  would  confpire  in  prompting  him  to  violate 
the  hard  conditions  to  which  he  had  been  conftrain- 
ed  to  fubmit  ;  nor  would  arguments  and  cafuiflry 
be  wanting  to  reprefent  that  which  \y^s  fo  mani- 
feilly  advantageous,  to  be  neceffary  and  juft.    If  one 

^  Recueildes  Trait,  torn.  ii.  112.     Ulloa  Vita  del  Carlo  V. 
p.  102,  &c.  ". 
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part  of  Francis's  conduct  had  been  knovvTi  at  that     book 

^  IV. 


time,  this  opinion  might  have  been  fomided,  not  in 
conjedlure,  but  in  certainty.     A  few  hours  before   F-an^s^* 
he  figned  the  treaty,  he  alTembled  fuch  of  his  coun-   j^roTe/Zi  a- 
fellors  as  were  then  at  Madrid,  and  having  exacted   vaiHky^cf 
fi-om  them  a  folemn  oath  of  fecrecy,   he    made    a  ^'* 
long  enumeration  in  their  prefence  of  the  difhonour- 
able  arts,  as  well  as  unprincely  rigour,  which    the 
emperor  had  employed  in  order  to  enfnare  or  inti- 
midate him.     For  that  reafon,  he  took  a  formal  pro- 
ted  in  the  hands  of  notaries,  that  his  confent  to  the 
treaty  fhould  be  confidered  as  an  involuntary  deed, 
SLnd  be  deemed  null  and   void  ^     By  this   difmge- 
nuous  artifice,  for  which  even  the  treatment  that  he 
had  met  with  was  no  apology,  Francis  endeavoured 
to  fatisfy  his  honour  and  confcience  in   figning  the 
treaty,  and  to  provide  at  the  fame  time  a  pretext  on 
which  to  break  it. 

Great,  meanwhile,  were  the  outward  demon- 
flrations  of  love  and  confidence  betvv^een  the  two 
monarchs ;  they  appeared  often  together  in  pub- 
He  ;  they  frequently  had  long  conferences  in 
private ;  they  travelled  in  the  fame  Htter,  and 
joined  in  the  fame  amufements.  But,  amidil  thefe 
figns  of  peace  and  fiiendfliip,  the  emperor  ftiil 
harboured  fufpicion  in  his  mind.  Though  the 
ceremonies  of  the  marriaQ:e  between  Francis  and 
tlie  queen  of  Portugal  were  performed  foon  after 

^  Recueil  des  Trait,  torn,  ii  p.  1 07. 
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BOOK,  the  conclufion  of  the  trcatv,  Charles  would  not 
permit  him  to  confuminate  it  until  the  return  of 
the  ratificadon  from  France.  Even  then  Francis 
was  not  allowed  to  be  at  f'^U  liberty  ;  his  guards 
were  (till  continued  ;  though  careiled  as  a  bro- 
ther-in-law, he  was  fiill  watched  like  a  prifoner ; 
and  it  was  obvious  to  attentive  obfervers,  that 
an  union,  in  the  very  beginning  of  which  there 
might  be  difcerned  fuch  fymptonis  of  jealoufy  and 
diftruft,  could   not  be  cordial,  or  of  long   conti-. 


nuance '. 


RatiPeH-n         About  a  month  aftcr  the  f^CTmng  of  the  treaty, 

France.  .  .,.  p.^.  ir' 

the  reo-ent  s  ratitication  or  it  was  brou*i:nt  iroiii 
France  ;  and  that  wife  princefs,  prc-Terring,  on  this 
occafion,  ihe  public  good  to  domedic  alfedion,  in- 
formed her  fon,  that,  inftead  oi  tl]e  twelve  noblemen 
named  in  the  treatv,  flie  had  fent  the  duke  of 
Or^  ans  along  widi  his  brother  the  dauphin  to  the 
frontier,  as  the  kingdom  could  fuffer  nothing  by  the 
abfenceof  a  child,  butmuil  be  left  aim  oft  incapable 
of  derence,  if  deprived  of  irs  ableft  ftatefmen,  and 
moft  experienced  generals,  whom  Charles  had  art- 
Fronds  ret  fu^y  included  in  his  nomiination.  At  lail  Francis 
at  liberty.      ^^-,^|^  leave  oF   th^  euiDeror,  whofc  fuibicioa  of  the 

kinr'sfmcericv  increahne,  as  the  time  ©f  putrinf?- 
it  to  the  proof  approached,  he  endeavoured  to 
bind  him  llill  fafte:  by  exacliing  nevv  promifes, 
which,     alter    thofe  he  had    already    made,    the 

^  Guic.  1.  xvi.  353. 

French 
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French  monarch  was  not  flow  to  g-rant.     lie  fet  out    book 
from  Madrid,   a  place  which  the  remenibr.?nce  of  '  _j. 

many  alHicling    circumflances  rendered    peculiarly      ^j-^- 
odious  to  him,  wi  h  the  joy    nctiiral   on  fuch  an 
occafion,  and   began  the    long  wiOied-for  journey 
towards  his  own  d  minion?^.     Ke  was  efcorted  by  a 
body  of  horfe  under  the  command  of  Alarcon,  who, 
as  the  king  drew  near  the  frontiers  of  France,  guard- 
ed him  with  more  fcrupulous  exaftnefs  than  ever. 
When  he  a- rived  at  the  river  Andaye,  which   fc- 
parates  the   two    kingdoms,  Lautrec   appeared   on 
the  oppoiite  bank  with  a  guard  of  horfe    equal  in 
number  to  Alarcon's.     An  emp.y  b^rk  was  moored 
in  the  middle  of  the  dream;  the  attendants  drevj 
up  in  order  on   the  oppoiite  banks  ;  at  the    f-m.e 
inftant,   Lannoy  with  eight  gentlemen  put  oft  from 
the  Spaniili,  and  Lautrec  with  the  fame    number 
from  the  French    fide  of  the    river  ;    the   former 
had  the' king  in  his  boat ;  the  latter,   the  dauphin 
and  duke  of  Orleans  ;     they   met   in  the    enipty 
veiTcl ;    the   exchange  was    made    in  a  moment : 
Francis,    after  a  fhort    em.brace   of  his    children, 
leaped     into    Lautrec's    boat,     and    reached    the 
French   fhore.        He    mounted    at  that  inilant    a 
Turkilh  horfe,  v/aved  his  hand  over  his  head,  and 
with  a  joyful  voice  crying  aloud  feveral  time?,  "  I 
am  yet  a  king,"  galloped  full  fpeed  to  St.  John  de 
Luz,  and  frcnn   ihence  to   Bayonne.     This  event, 
no  lefs    impatiently  dcTired  by  the  French  nation 
than  by  their  monarch,  happened  on  the  eighteenth 

of 
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^  ^^^P  ^    ^^  March,  a  year  and  twenty-two  days  after  the  fatal 
battle  of  Pavia "". 


Theen-pe-        SooN    after  the    emperor    had   taken  leave  of 

rcr's  mar-  ^  ^  ^     ^ 

riaeewith  Francis,  and  permitted  him  to  be<Tin  his  journey 
Portugal,  towards  his  own  dommions,  he  fet  out  for  Seville, 
in  order  to  folemnize  his  marriage  with  Ifabella, 
the  daughter  of  Emanuel,  the  late  king  of  Portup-al, 
and  the  filler  of  John  III.  who  had  fucceeded  him 
in  the  throne  of  that  kingdom.  Ifabella  was  a 
princefs  of  uncomm.on  beauty  and  accomplifhments; 
and  as  the  Cortes,  both  in  Caflile  and  Aragon,  had 
warmly  folicited  their  fovereign  to  marry,  the 
choice  of  a  wife,  fo  nearlv  allied  to  the  roval 
blood  of  both  kingdoms,  was  extremely  acceptable 
to  his  fubjecls.  The  Portuguefe,  fond  of  this  new 
connedion  with  the  iirn:  monarch  in  Chriftendom, 
granted  him  an  extraordinary  dowry  wich  Ifabella, 
amounting  to  nine  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  a  fum 
which,  from  the  fituation  of  his  affairs  at  that 
juncture,  was  of  no  fmall  confequence  to  the  em- 
March  12.  peror.  The  marriage  was  celebrated  with  that 
fplendour  and  gaiety  which  became  a  great  and 
youthful  prince.  Charles  lived  wath  Ifabella  in 
perfetl:  harmony,  and  treated  her  on  all  occafions 
with  much  difiinclion  and  regard  ", 


W) 


Sandov.  Hid.  i.  73^.     Guic.  I.  xvi.  355. 
"  Ulioa  Vita   di   Carlo  V.  p.    106.     Belcarius    Com.   Rer. 
Gallic,  p.  565.     Spalatinus  ap.  Struv.   Corp.  Hift.   Gerra.  ii. 

During 
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DuRiN'G  thefe  tranfacllons,  Charles  could  hardly     ^  ^^  ^ 
give  any  attention  to  the  affairs  oF  Germany,  though    ''—->-—' 
it  was  torn  in  pieces  by  commotions,  which  threar-   Affan-s of 
ened  the  mofl    dangerous  consequences.     By   the 
feudal  inftitutions  which  flill  fubfifled  almod  unim- 
paired in  the  empire,   the  property  of  lamls    was 

veiled  in  the  princes  and  free- barons.    Their  vaifals    ^^-'■ie^ances 
*■  ^  ^    ^  of  the  pea- 

held  of  them  by  the   flricleil  and  mofl  limited  te-   far.ts. 

nures ;  while  the  great  body  of  the  people  was  kept 

in  a  ilate  but  little  removed  from  abfolute  fervitude. 

In  fome  places  of  Germany,  people  of  the  lov/eil 

clafs  were  fo  entirely  in  the  power  of  their  mailers, 

as  to  be  fubje£l   to  perfonal   and  dcmeflic  ilavery, 

the  mofl  rigorous  form  of  that  wretched   fcate.     In 

other  provinces,  particularly  in  Bohemia  and   Lu- 

fatia,  the  peafants  were  bound  to  remain   on   the 

lands  to  which  they  belonged,  and  making  part  of 

the  eflate,  were  transferred  like  any  other  property 

from  one  hand  to  another.     Even  in  Suabia,  and  the 

countries  on  the  banks  of  the   Rhine,  where  their 

condition  was  mofl  tolerable,  the  peafants  not  only 

paid  the  full  rent  of  their  farms   to  the  landlord  ; 

but  if  they    chofe  either    to  change    the  place    of 

their  abode,  or  to  follow  a  new  profeiTion,  before 

they  could  accomplifh  what  they  denred,  they  were 

obliged    to    purchafe    this    privilege  at    a    certain 

price.     Beldes'this,  all  grants  of  lands  to  peafants 

expired  at  their  death,  without  defcending  to  their 

poflerity.     Upon  that  event   the    landlord  had    a 

right  to  the  befl  of  their   cattle,  as  v/ell  as  of  their 

furniture ;  and  their  heirs,   in  order  to  obtain  a 

renewal 
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renewal  of  the  grant,  were    obli-ed    to  pay    large 

,  ,6        ^''"''  ^^'  '''"^   ^'  ^'''^'     ^^^'^^^    exadions,   though 
'''  •       grievous,  were  borne  with   patience,  becaufe   they 
were  cuflomary  and  ancient  :  but  when  the  progrefs 
of  elegance  and  luxury,  as  well  as  the  changes  intro- 
duced  into  the  art  of  w^ar,  came  to  increafe  the  ex- 
pence   of  government,   and  made  it  neceil^.ry  for 
priiices  to  levy  occafional  or  dated  taxes  on  their  fub- 
jecls,  fuch  impofirions  being  new,  appeared  intoler- 
able ;  and  in  Germany,  thel^e  duties  being  laid  chief- 
ly upon  beer,  wine,  and  other  necelTaries  of  life,  af- 
fected the  common  people  in  the  moll:  fenfible  man- 
ner.    The  addition  of  fuch  a  load  to  their   foimer 
burdens  drove  them  to  delpair.   It  was  to  the  valour 
infpired  by  refentment   againd   impofitions  of  this 
kmd,  that  the  Swifs  owed  the  acqaifuion  of  their 
liberty  in  the  fourteenth  century.     The  fame   caufe 
had  excited  the  peafants  in  feveral  other  provinces  of 
Germany  to  rebel  againfl  their  fuperiors  towards  the 
end  of  the  fifteenth  and  beginning  of  the  fixtecnth 
centuries  ;  and  though  thefe  infurredions  were  not 
attended  with  like  faccefs,  they  could  not,  however, 
be  quelled  without  much  difnculty  and  bloodfned  \ 

Theirin-  By  thcfc  checks,  the  fpirit  of  the  peafants  was 

lurre6tion  j  t  t  ^  ,    ,  ^ 

iuSuabia.  overawed  rather  than  f^jbdued  ;  and  rheir  griev- 
ances multiplyLag  continually,  they  ran  to  arms, 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-fix,    with    the   moft    frantic   rage.     Their 


Seckend,  lib,  ii.  p,  2,  5, 


firlt 


EMPEROR    CHARLES    V.  ,  333 

firfl:  appearance  was  near  Ulm  in  Suabia.  The  pca- 
fants  in  the  adjacent  country  flocked  to  their  (land- 
ard  with  the  ardour  and  impatience  natural  to  men 
who,  havin-r  groaned  long  under  opprelTion,  beheld 
at  lafl  fome  profpecl  of  deliverance  ;  and  the  con- 
tagion fpreading  from  province  to  provnce,  reached 
almofl  every  part  of  Germany.  Wherever  they 
came,  they  plundered  the  monaileries  ;  wailed  the 
lands  of  their  fuperiors ;  rafed  their  caftles,  and 
maflacred  \Yithout  mercy  all  perfons  of  noble  birth, 
who  were  fo  unhappy  as  to  fall  into  their  hands  p. 
Having  intimidated  their  oppreiTors,  as  they  ima- 
gined, by  the  violence  of  thefe  proceedings,  they 
began  to  confider  what  v>-ould  be  the  mod  proper 
and  efFedlual  method  of  fecuring  themfelvcs  for  the 
future  from  their  tyrannical  exactions.  With  this 
view  they  drew  up  and  publiHied  a  memorial,  con- 
taining.all  their  demands,  and  declared,  that  while 
arms  w^ere  in  their  hands,  they  would  either  per- 
fuade  or  oblio;e  the  nobles  to  give  them  full  fa- 
tisfaftion  Vvath  regard  to  thefe.  The  chief  articles 
v/ere,  that  they  might  have  liberty  to  chufe  their 
own  pafcors ;  that  they  might  be  freed  from  the 
payment  of  all  tythes  except  thofe  of  corn  ;  that 
they  might  no  longer  be  confidered  as  the  Haves  or 
bondmen  of  their  fuperiors ;  that  the  liberty  of 
hunting  and  fiiliing  might  be  com.mon  ;  that  the 
great  forells  might  not  be  regarded  as  private  pro- 

P  Petr.  Crinitusde  Bello  Ruilicano,  ap.  Frehcr.  Script.  Rer. 
Gerxn.  Argent.  1717,  vol,  iii.  p,  243. 
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perty,  but  be  open  for  the  ufe  of  all ;  that  they 
might  be  delivered  from  the  unufual  burden  of  taxes 
under  which  they  laboured  ;  that  the  adminiflra- 
tion  of  juftice  might  be  rendered  lefs  rigorous  and 
more  impartial ;  that  the  encroachments  of  the 
nobles  upon  meadows  and  commons  mJght  be  re- 
flrained ''. 

cjutLed.  Many  of  thcfe  demands  were  extremely  reafon- 

able  ;  and  being  urged  by  fuch  formidable  numbers, 
Hiould  have  met  with  feme  redrefs.  But  thcfe  un- 
wieldy bodies,  aiiembled  in  different  places,  had 
neither  union,  nor  conduct,  nor  vigour.  Being  led 
by  perfons  of  the  lovv^eil  rank,  without  iliill  in  w^ar, 
or  knov/ledge  of  what  was  neceifary  for  accomplifh- 
ing  their  defigns;  all  their  exploits  were  diflinguiH^ed 
only  by  a  brutal  and  unmeaninc:  furv.  To  oDoofe 
this,  the  princes  and  nobles  of  Suabia  and  the 
Lower  Rhine  raifed  fuch  of  their  vaifals  as  ilill  con- 
tinued faithful,  and  attacking  fome  of  the  mutineers 
with  open  force,  and  others  by  furprize,  cut  to 
pieces  or  difperfed  all  who  infefled  thofe  provinces ; 
\{o  that  the  peafants,  after  ruining  the  open  country, 
and  lofing  upv/ards  of  twenty  thoufand  of  their  af- 
fociates  in  the  field,  were  obliged  to  return  to  their 
habitations  with  lefs  hope  than  ever  of  relief  from 
their  grievances  \ 

•5  Sleid.  Kill.  p.  90. 

'Weekend,  lib.  ii.   p.  ic.       Petr.     Gnodalius  de    Rv.flicano- 
rum  Tumultu  in  Germar.ia,  ap.  Scard.  Script,  vol.  ii.  p.  131, 
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These  commotions  happened  at  firfl  In  pro- 
vinces of  Germany  where  Luther's  opinions  had 
made  Uttle  progrefs ;  and  being  excited  wholly  by  ThViAnfur- 
poliiical  caufes,  had  no  connection  with  the  difputed  I^^ljrjnlu 
points  in  reUgion.  Bat  the  frenzy  reaching  at  laft 
thofe  countries  in  which  the  Reformation  was  eftab- 
lilhcd,  derived  new  flrength  from  circumfiances 
peculiar  to  them,  and  rofe  to  a  ftill  greater  pitch  of 
extravagance.  The  Reformation,  wherever  it  vras 
received,  increafed  that  bold  and  innovating  fpirit 
to  which  it  owed  its  birth.  Men  who  had  the 
courage  to  overturn  a  fyilem  fupported  by  every 
thing  which  can  command  refpecl  or  reverence, 
were  not  to  be  overawed  by  any  authority,  how 
great  or  venerable  foever.  After  having  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  confider  themfelves  as  iude:es  of  the  mxcfl 
important  doctrines  in  religion,  to  examine  thefe 
freely,  and  to  rejecl,  without  fcruple,  what  appeared 
to  them  erroneous,  it  v/as  natural  for  them  to  turn 
the  fame  daring  and  inquifitive  eye  towards  govern- 
ment, and  to  think  of  rectifying  whatever  diforders 
or  imperfections  were  difcovered  there.  As  reli- 
gious abufes  had  been  reformed  in  feveral  places 
without  the  permiilion  of  the  magiftrate,  it  was  an 
eafy  tranfition  to  attempt  the  redrefs  of  policical 
grievances  in  the  fame  manner. 

No  footer,    then,   did  the  fpirit  of  revolt  break    ^^''-  f-r- 
out    m    iQurmgia,    a    provmce     fubie:!:     to     the 
tleaor  of  Saxony,   the  inhabitants  of  which  were 

moillv 
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moniy  converts  to  LutheraniTm,  than  it  afilimed  a 
new  and  moi-e  dangerous  form.  Thomas  Mnncer, 
one  of  Luther's  difciplcs,  having  eftablifiied  hinifelf 
ia  that  country,  had  acq'jired  a  wonderful  afcend- 
ant  over  the  minds  of  the  people.  He  propagated 
among  them  the  wildefl  and  mod  enthufiaflic  no- 
tions, but  fuch  as  tended  manifeftly  to  infpire 
them  with  boldncfs,  and  lead  them  to  fedicion. 
*'  Luthei^  he  told  them,  had  done  more  hurt  than 
tkai  i"pir;t.  feryjce  to  religiou.  He  had,  indeed,  refcued  the 
church  from  the  yoke  of  popery,  but  his  doclrines 
encouraged,  and  his  life  fet  an  example  of,  the 
utmoil;  licentioufnefs  of  manners.  In  order  to 
avoid  vice  (fays  he),  men  muil  practice  perpetual 
mortification.  They  mud  put  on  a  grave  coun- 
tenance, fpeak  httle,  wear  a  plain  garb,  and  be  fe- 
lious  in  their  whole  deportment.  Such  as  pre- 
pare their  hearts  in  this  manner,  may  expecl  that 
the  Supreme  Being  will  dired  all  their  fleps,  and 
by  fome  vifible  fign  difcover  his  will  to  them  ;  if 
that  illumination  be  at  any  time  w^ithheld,  we  may 
expoitulate  with  the  Almighty,  who  deals  wi'h  us 
fo  harfhly,  and  remind  him  of  his  promifes.  This 
expoilulation  and  anger  will  be  highly  acceptable 
to  Godj  and  will  at  lafl  prevail  on  him  to  guide 
us  v/ith  the  fame  unerring  hand  which  conducted 
the  patriarchs  of  old.  Let  us  beware,  however, 
of  offending  him  by  our  arrogance ;  but  as  all 
men  are  equal  in  his  eye,  let  them  return  to 
that  condition  of   equality    ia   which   he  formed 

them. 
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them,  and  having  all  things  in  common,  let  them    ^  ^^  ^ 
live  together  like  brethren,  without  any  marks  of 
fubordination  or  pre-eminence  \' 


s   )f 


Extravagant  as  thefe  tenets  were,  they  flat- 
tered fo  many  paffions  in  the  human  heart,  as  to 
make  a  deep  imprLffion.  To  aim  at  nothing 
more  than  abridging  the  power  of  the  nobility, 
was  now  confidered  as  a  trifling  and  partial  re- 
formation, not  worth  the  contending  for ;  it  was 
propofed  to  level  every  diftinclion  among  man- 
kind, and  by  abohfhing  property,  to  reduce  them 
to  their  natural  flate  of  equality,  in  which  all 
Ihould  receive  their  fubfiilence  from  one  com- 
mon ftock.  Muncer  affured  them,  that  the  de- 
fign  was  approved  of  by  Heaven,  and  that  the 
Almighty  had  in  a  dream  afcertained  him  of  its 
fuccefs.  The  peafants  fet  about  the  execution 
of  it,  not  only  with  the  rage .  which  animated 
thofe  of  their  order  in  other  parts  of  Germany, 
but  with  the  ardour  which  enthufiafm  infpires. 
They  depofed  the  magiftrates  in  all  the  cities  of 
which  they  were  mailers  ;  feized  the  lands  of  the 
nobles,  and  obliged  fuch  of  them  as  they  got 
into  their  hands,  to  put  on  the  drefs  commonly 
worn  by  peafants,  and  inilead  of  their  former 
titles,  to  be  fatished  with  the  apellation  given 
to  people  in  the  loweH  clafs  of  life.  Great  num- 
bers   engaged    in    this    wild    undertaking ;    but 

*  Scckend.  lib.  ii.  p.  1.3.     vSleid.  Hid.  p.  8j. 
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BOOK  Mirncef,  their  leader  and  their  prophet,  was 
deilitute  of  the  abilities  neceflary  for  condu^bing 
it.  He  had  all  the  extravagance,  but  not  the 
courage,  which  enthufialls  ufually  poiTefs.  It 
was  with  difficulty  he  could  be  perfuaded  to  take 
the  field ;  and  though  he  foon  drew  together 
eight  thoufand  men,  he  fuffercd  himfelf  to  be 
furrounded  by  a  body  of  cavalry  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  eledor  of  Saxony,  the  landgrave  of 
HeiTe,  and  duke  of  Brunfwick.  Thefe  princes, 
unv;illincr  to  fned  the  blood  of  their  deluded  fub- 
ycczs^  fent  a  young  nobleman  to  their  camp,  with 
the  offer  of  a  general  pardon,  if  they  would  im- 
mediately lay  down  their  arms,  and  deliver  up 
the  authors  of  the  fedition.  Muncer,  alarmed  at 
this,  bec-an  to  harangue  his  followers  with  his 
iifual  vehemence,  exhorting  them  not  to  truft 
xhdQ  deceitful  promifes  of  their  opprefTors,  nor 
to  felefert  the  caufe  of  God,  and  of  Chriftian 
liberty. 


defeated. 


p«^2fiaRtt  '■  g^T  the  fenfe  of  prefent  danger  making  a 
deeper  irnprelTion  on  the  peafants  than  his  elo- 
quence, confufion  and  terror  were  vifible  in  every 
face,  when  a  rainbow,  which  was  the  emblem 
that  the  mutineers  had  painted  on  their  colours, 
happening  to  appear  in  the  clouds,  Muncer,  with 
admirable  prefence  of  mind,  laid  hold  of  that 
incident,  and  fuddenly  raifing  his  eyes  and  hands 
towards  heaven,  "  Behold,"  cries  he,  with  an 
elevated  voice,  "  the  fign  which  God  has  given. 

4  "  There 
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"  There  is  the  pledge  of  your  fafety,  and  a  token  ^^^^^ 
"  that  the  wicked  fhail  be  defn'oyed."  The  fa-  ^•^'p^ 
natical  muhitude  fet  up  inftantly  a  great  fnout, 
as  if  vidlory  had  been  certain ;  and  pafling  in  a 
moment  from  one  extreme  to  SLncther,  malTa- 
cred  the  unfortunate  nobleman  who  had  come 
with  the  offer  of  pardon,  and  demanded  to  be 
led  towards  the  enemy.  The  princes,  enraged  at 
this  fhocking  violation  of  the  laws  of  war,  ad- 
vanced with  no  lefs  impetuofity,  and  began  the 
attack  ;  but  the  behaviour  of  the  peafants  in  the  May  .5 
combat  Wr.s  not  fuch  as  might  have  been  ex- 
pected either  from  their  ferocity  or  confidence  of 
fuccefs ;  an  undifcipHned  rabble  was  no  equal 
match  for  well-trained  troops ;  above  five  thou- 
fand  were  flain  in  the  field,  almofl  without  mak- 
ing refiftance;  the  reft  fled,  and  among  the  fore- 
moft  Muncer  their  general.  He  was  taken  next 
day,  and  being  condemned  to  fuch  punifhments 
as  his  crimes  had  deferved,  he  fufFered  them  with 
a  poor  and  daflardly  fpirit.  His  death  put  an 
end  to  the  infurredtions  of  the  peafants,  which 
had  filled  Germany  with  fuch  terror';  but  the 
enthufiaflic  notions  which  he  had  fcattcred  were 
not  cxrirpated,  and  produced,  not  long  after^ 
effects  more   memorable,    as  well    as    more    ex« 


travagant. 


^t  Sleid.   Hift.  p.  84,      Secken^,  liK  ii.   p,  12.     GnodaliuB 
TumuU.  Ruilican.  155. 
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^^ly^^         During   thefe  commotions,  Luther  acled  with 

' ^-^   exemplary     prudcnGe    and     moderation ;     like     a 

1520,  ±      J      1  ^  ^  7 

Lutber'3       comimoix  parent,    folicitcus  about  the  welfare    of 

moderate         i       i       '      "  •  " 

and  prudent   Doth  partics,   Withcut  fparmc^  the  nults  or  errors 

conduit.  r      '  1  ^^        i  1  ^      1  1  ^      m    ^ 

or  either.  On  the  one  hand,  he  addrened  a  mo- 
nitory dilequrfe  to  the  noble,  exhorting  them  to 
treat  their  dependents  with  greater  humanity  and 
indulgence.  On  the  other,  he  fcverely  cenfured 
the  fediiious  fpirit  of  the  peafants,  advifmg  them 
^  net  to  murmur  at  liardfnips  infeparable  from  their 

^-      condition,  nor  to  feck  for  rcdrefs  by  any  but  legal 
means ". 

HUmar-  Lu'r^i^iR's  famous  marriage  wilh   Catherine    a 

l^ori.i,  a  nun  of  a  noble  family,  who,  having 
thrown  off  the  veil,  had  fled  fi'om  the  cloifter, 
jiappened  this  vear,  and  was  far  from  meeting 
with  the  fame  approbation.  Even  his  mod  de- 
voted followers  thought  this  ftcp  indecent,  at  a 
time  when  hu\  country  was  involved  in  fo  many 
calamities ;  wliile  his  enemies  never  mentioned 
it  with  any  fofter  appellation  than  that  of  in- 
ceftuous  or  prophane.  Luther  himfelf  was  kn- 
fible  of  the  impreifion  which  it  had  made  to  his 
difadvantuge ;  but  being  fatished  with  his  own 
conduCi,  he  bore  the  cenfure  of  his  friends,  and 
the  reproaches  of  his  adverfaries,  with  his  ufual 
fortitude '. 

»  ^kid.  Kift.  p.  87.  ^   Scckend,  lib.  ii.  p.  15. 
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,  This  year   the   Reformation  lofi  its   firfi  pro-     ^^^^ 
ted:or,  Frederic,  elector  of  Saxony  ;  but  the  blow   ^""T^T^ 
was  the  lefs  fenfibly  felt,   as   he  was  facceeded  by 
his  brother  J  ;hn,    a    more  avowed  and   zealous,  ^^»>'  5- 
though  lefs  able  patron  of  Luther  and  his  doc- 
trines. 

Another  event  happened  about  the  fame  time,  Prvfr^a 
which,  as  it  occafioned  a  confiderable  change  in  f  om  the 
the  (late  of  Germany,  mufl  be  traced  back  to  order. 
lis  fource.  While  the  frenzy  of  the  Crufades 
poffeifed  all  Europe  durin;:^  the  twelfth  and  thir- 
teenth centuries,  feveral  orders  of  religious  knight- 
hood were  founded  in  defence  of  the  Chriftian 
faith  aj^ainfl  Heathens  and  Infidels.  Amono; 
thefe,  the  Teutonic  order  in  Germ-any  was  one  of 
the  mofl  illuflrious,  the  knights  of  v/hich  diR.m- 
guiilied  themfelves  greatly  in  all  the  enterprifes 
carried  on  in  the  Kolv  Land.  Eeingr  driven  at 
laft  from  their  fettlements  in  the  eail:,  they  were 
obliged  to  return  to  their  native  country.  Their 
zeal  and  valour  were  too  impetuous  to  remain 
long  inadive'^  They  invaded,  o^  very  flight  pre- 
tences, the  province  of  PruiT.a,  the  inhab^itants  of 
which  were  flill  idolaters ;  and  having  completed 
the  conqued  of  it  about  the  middle  of  the  thir- 
teenth century,  held  it  m^any  years  as  a  hef  de- 
pending on  the  crown  of  Poland.  Fierce  con- 
teds  arofe  during  this  period,  between  the  grand 
maflers  of  the  order,  and  the  Lings  of  Poland  ; 
the    former    ftruggling   for   independence,    while 

Z  3  the 
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the  latter  afferted  their  right  of  fovereignty  with 
great  firmncfs.     Albert,  a  prince  of  the  houfe  of 
^5-6.       Brandenburg,  who   was  elected  grand  mafter  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eleven, 
engagi'nij    keenly  in    this   quarrel,    maintained   a 
long  war  with  Sigifmund,  king  of  Poland ;  but 
having    become     an    early   convert    to  Luther's 
doctrines,  this  gradually  leiTened  his  zeal  for  the 
interells  of  his   fraternity,   fo   that   he   took   the 
opportunity  of    the    confufions    in    the   Empire, 
and   the   abfence   of  the   emperor,    to    conclude 
a  treaty  with  Sigifmund,  greatly  to  his  own  pri- 
vate  emolument.      By  it,    that   part   of  Pruffia, 
which    belonged    to     the    Teutonic     order,    Vvas 
erected  into  a  fecukr  and  hereditary  dutchy,  and 
the  invefliture  of  it   granted  to  Albert,  who,  in 
return,   bound  himfelf  to  do  homage  for  it  to  the 
kings    of    Poland   as    their   vaiTal.     Imm.ediately 
after  this,  he   m^ade  public  profefiicn   of  the  re- 
formed religion,  and  married  a  princefs  of  Den- 
mark.     The    Teutonic     knights     exclaimed     fo 
loudly  againfl  the  treachery  of  their  grand  mailer, 
that  he  was  put  under  the  ban  of  the  Empire  5 
but  he  flill  kept  pofTeiTion  of  the  province  which 
he  had  ufurped,  and  tranfmitted  it  to  his  pofle- 
jity.      In   prccefs    of  time,   this   rich   inheritance 
fell  to  the  electoral  branch  of  the  family,  all  de- 
pendence on  the  crown  of  Poland  was  fhaken  off, 
and  the  margraves  of  Brandenburgh,  having  af- 
fum.ed   the   title   of    kings   of  Pruffia,    have   not 
only  rifen  to  an  equality  with  the  firft  princes  in 

Germanyj 
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Germany,  but  take  their  rank  among  the  great    30 9 k. 

jr.onarchs  of  Europe  ■,  k.^^/^ 

15*6. 

Upon   the   return   of  the  French  km?  to  his  FJrftmea- 

Q.  lures  of  t^e 

dominions,  the  eyes  of  all  the  powers  in  Europe  French  king 
were  fixed  upon  him,  that,  by  obferving  his  firft  return  tc 
motions,  they  might  form  a  judgment  concern- 
ing his  fubfcquent  condu(ft.  Thsy  were  not  held 
long  in  fufpenfe.  Francis,  as  foon  as  he  arriyed  at 
Bayonne,  wrote  to  the  king  of  England,  thanking 
him  for  the  zeal  and  affedion  wherewith  he  had 
iaterpofed  in  his  favour,  to  which  he  acknow- 
ledged that  he  owed  the  recovery  of  his  liberty, 
l^J-ext  day,  the  emperor's  ambafladors  demanded 
audience,  and,  in  their  mailer's  name,  required 
him  to  iflue  fuch  orders  as  were  neceflary  for 
carrying  the  treaty  of  Madrid  into  immediate 
and  full  execution ;  he  coldly  anfwered,  that 
though,  for  his  own  part,  he  determined  religi- 
oufly  to  perform  all  that  he  had  promifed,  the 
treaty  contained  fo  many  articles  relative  not  to 
himfelf  alone,  but  affeding  the  interefts  of  the 
French  monarchy,  that  he  could  not  take  any 
farther  flicp  without  confulting  the  States  of  his 
kingdom,  and  that  fome  time  would  be  necefTary, 
in  order  to  reconcile  their  minds  to  the  hard  con^ 
diticns  which  he  had  confented  to  ratify  ^.  This 
reply  was  confidered  as  no  obfcure  difcovery  oi 
his  being  refolved  to  elude  the  treaty^    and  the 

y  Sleid.  Hift.  p.  98.     Pfeffel  Abreg^  de  I'Hiil    de  Droit 
Publ.  p.  605,  &<:.  *  Mem.  de  Beiiiiy,  p.  97, 
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^  ^iv.  ^    compliment  paid  to  Henry,  appeared  a  very  pra- 
per  ficp   towards  fecuring    the   afliRance  of  that 
monarch  in  the  war  with  the  emperor,  to  which 
fuch  a  refolution  would  certainly  give  rife.     Thefe 
circumflances,  added  to  the   explicit  declarations 
which  Francis  made  in  fecret  to  the  ambaffadors 
from  feveral  of  the  Italian  powers,  fully  fatisfxcd 
ihem   that   their   conjectures  with   regard   to   his 
conduft  had  been  juft,    and  that,  inftead  of  in- 
tending to    execute    an    unreafonable  treaty,    he 
was  eager    to    feize   the  firft  opportunity  of    re- 
venging thofe  injuries  which  had  compelled  him 
to  feign  an  approbation  of  it.     Even  the  doubts, 
and   fears,    and   fcruples,  which   ufed,    on   other 
cccafions,  to  hold  Clement  in  a  (late   of  uncer- 
tainty,  were    diffipated  by  Francis's  feeming  im- 
patience   to    break  through   all   his    engagements 
with    the    emperor.      The    (ituation,    indeed,    of 
affairs  in  Italy  at   that  time,  did   not  allow   the 
Pope  to  hefitate  long.     Sforza  was  flill  befieged 
by  the  Imperialifls  in  the  caftle  of  Milan.     That 
feeble  prince,  deprived  now^  of  Morone's  advice, 
and   unprovided  with    every  thing   necelTary   for 
defence,    found   means    to   inform    Clement    and 
the  Venetians,   that   he    mud   foon    furrender,    if 
they  did  not  come  to  his  relief.      The  Im.perial 
troops,  as  they  had  received    no   pay    fmce    the 
battle   of  Pavia,    lived  at  diicreti®n   in   the  Mi- 
lanefe,    levying   fuch   exorbitant  contributions   in 
that  dutchy,    as    amounted,  if  we   may  rely   ou 
Guicciardini's  calculation,  to  no  lefs  a  fum  thau 

five 
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five  thoufand  ducats  a  dav ' ;  nor  was  It  to  be 
doubted,  but  that  the  foldiers,  as  foon  as  the 
caftle  fhould  fubmit,  would  chufe  to  leave  a 
ruined  country  which  hardly  afforded  them  fub- 
fiftence,  that  they  might  take  pofleffion  of  more 
comfortable  quarters  in  the  fertile  and  untouched 
territories  of  the  Pope  and  Venetians.  I'he  af- 
fiftance  of  the  French  king  was  the  only  thing 
which  could  either  fave  Sforza,  or  enable  them  to 
protect  their  own  dominions  from  the  infults  of 
the  Imperial  troops. 

For   ihefe   reafcns,   the   Pope,   the   Venetians,   a  league 

,  .  .  formed 

and  duke  of  Milan,  were  equally  impatient  to  againft  the 
come  to  an  agreement  with  Francis,  who,  on  his 
part,  was  no  lefs  defirous  of  acquiring  fuch  a 
confiderable  acceiiion  both  of  flrength  and  repu- 
tation as  fuch  a  confederacy  would  brin^-  alonor 
with  it.  The  chief  objects  of  this  alliance,  which 
was  concluded  at  Cognac  on  the  twenty- fecond 
of  May,  though  kept  fecret  for  fome  time,  were 
to  oblige  the  emperor  to  fet  at  liberty  the  French 
king's  fons,  upon  payment  of  a  reafonable  ran- 
fom ;  and  to  re-eftablifh  Sforza  in  the  quiet 
poffefTion  of  the  Milanefe.  If  Charles  fhould  re- 
fufe  either  of  thefe,  the  contrading  parties  bound 
themfelves  to  bring  into  the  field  an  army  of 
thirty- five  thoufand  men,  with  which,  after  drir-. 
ing  the  Spaniards  out  of  the  Milanefe,  they 
would  attack  the  kingdom  of  Naples.      The  king 

•  Guic.  1.  xvii.  2i^o, 
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of  England  was  declared  prote£lor  of  this  league, 
which  they  dignified  with  the  name  of  Holy^  be- 
caufe  the  Pope  was  at  the  head  of  it ;  and  in  or- 
dcr  to  allure  Henry  more  eifeftually,  a  principa- 
lity in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  of  thirty  thoufand 
ducats  yearly  revenue,  was  to  be  fettled  on  him  \ 
and  lands  to  the  value  of  ten  thoufand  ducats  ojj 
Wolfey  hi^  favourite  ^ 

Thepepe  No  fooner  was  this  league  concluded,  than 
Francis  Clement,  by  the  plenitude  of  his  papal  power,  ab- 
©ath  to  ob.    folvcd  FranciS  from  the  oath  which  he  had  taken  tg 

fcrvc  the  f 

treaty  of  obfcrve  the  treaty  of  Madrid  %  fhis  right,  how 
pernicious  foever  in  its  effeds,  and  dell:ru(fl:ive  of  that 
integrity  which  is  the  bafis  of  all  tranfactions  among 
men,  was  the  natural  confequencc  of  the  power? 
which  the  popes  arrogated  as  the  infallible  vicege- 
rents of  Chrifl  upon  earth.  But  as,  in  virtue  of  this 
pretended  prerogative,  they  had  often  difpenfed  with 
obligations  which  were  held  facred,  the  intereft  of 
feme  men,  and  the  credulity  of  others,  led  them  to 
imagine,  that  the  decifions  of  a  fovereign  pontiff 
authorized  or  juflified  actions  which  would,  other^ 
wife;  have  been  criminal  and  impious, 

Thsempc-        The  difcovery  of  Francis's  intention  to  elude 

^,        "     the   treaty   of  Madrid,    filled   the   emperor   with 

a  variety  of  difquieting  thoughts.     He  had  treat- 

*"  p.  Heuter.   Rer.  Auftr.  lib.  ix.  c.  3,  p.  217.     Recueil 
des  Trait,  ii.   124. 

<=  Goldafl  Polit.  Iniperial.  p.  2C02.     Pallav.  Hift.  p-?©. 
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ed   an   unfortunate   prince   In   the   mod   ungene-   ^  ^i^^^ 
rous    manner;    he   had    difplayed    an     mfatiable    ^/^ 
ambition     in    all    his   negcciations  with   his  pn- 
foner;    he  knew  what   cenfures   the  former   had 
drawn  upon  him,  and  what  apprehenfions  the  lat- 
ter  had  excited  in   every  court  of  Europe;    nor 
had    he    reaped    from    the    meafures    which    he 
purfued,    any    of  thofe   advantages    which     poll- 
ticians  are   apt   to  confider  as  an  excufe  for  the 
mod  criminal  condud,  and  a  compenfation  for  the 
fevered  reproaches,     Francis  was  now  out  of  his 
hands,    and   not   one   of    all   the    mighty    confe- 
quences,  which  he  had  expeded  from  the  treaty 
that  fet  him  at  liberty,  was  likely  to  take  place. 
His   raihnefs  in  relying  fo  far  on  his  own  judgr 
ment  as  to  truft  to  the  fmcerity  of  the  French  king, 
-  in  oppofition  to  the  fentiments  of  his  wifeft  mi- 
niflers,    was    now  apparent;    and    he  eanly   con- 
jectured,  that  the  fame  confederacy,  the  dread  of 
which  had  induced  him  to  fet  Francis  at  liberty, 
would  new  be  formed   againfl  him  with  that  gal- 
lant and    incenfed    monarch   at    its    head.       Self- 
condemnadon    and    fliame,    on   account    of  what 
was  paft,  with  anxious  apprehenfions   concerning 
what   might    happen,  were  the  neceffary  refult  of 
thefe   refleclions    on    his   own   condud   and   fitu- 
ation.     Charles,   however,  was  naturally  firm  and 
inflexible  in   all   his  meafures.     To  have  receded 
fuddenly  from  any  article  in  the  treaty  of  Madrid, 
would  have  been  a  plain  confellion  of  imprudence, 
and  a  palpable  fymptom   of  fear  ;  he  determined, 

therefore, 
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^^iv.^  therefore,  that  it  was  moll  fuitable  to  his  dignity, 
*- — ^ — -^  to  mfifl,  whatever  might  be  the  confequences, 
on  the  ftrict:  execution  of  the  treaty,  and  parti- 
cularly net  to  accept  of  any  thing  which  might 
be  offered  as  an  equivalent  for  the  reilitution  of 
Burgundy  '^. 

Fi^a^n^'^to  ^^  confequence  of  this  refolution,  he  appointed 
^^hi^t'h^  Lannoy  and  Alarcon  to  repair,  as  his  ambalTa- 
had  ftipu-  dors,  to  the  court  of  France,  and  formallv  to 
fummon  the  king,  either  to  execute  the  treaty 
with  the  fulcerity  that  became  him,  or  to  return, 
according  to  his  oath,  a  prifoner  to  Madrid. 
Inflead  of  giving  them  an  immediate  anfwer, 
Fr2.ncis  admitted  the  deputies  of  the  dates 
of  Burgundy  to  an  audience  in  their  prefence. 
They  humbly  reprefentcd  to  him,  that  he  had 
exceeded  the  pov/ers  vedcd  in  a  king  of  France, 
when  he  confented  to  alienate  their  country 
from  the  crown,  the  dom.ains  of  which  he  was 
bound  by  his  coronation  oath  to  preferve  entire 
and  unimpaired.  Francis,  in  return,  thanked 
them  for  their  attachment  to  his  crown,  and  in- 
treated  themx,  though  very  faintly,  to  remember 
the  obligations  which  he  lay  under  to  fulfil  his 
.  engagements  with  the  emperor.  The  deputies, 
alfuming  an  higher  tone,  declared,  that  they 
would  not  obey  commands  which  they  confidered 
as  illegal;  and,  if  he  fhould  abandon  them  to 
the   enemies  of  France,  they  had  refolvcd  to  de- 

^  Guic.  1.  xvii.'366. 
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fend  themfelves  to  the  bed  of  their  power,  v/kh     ^^y^^ 
a  firm  purpofe  rather  to  perifli  than  fubmit  to  a    ■ — ^-^ 
foreign  dominion.     Upon  which  Francis,  turning    Hi.anfwer. 
towards    the   Imperial    ambalTadors,     reprefented 
to  them  the   impoiTibility  of  performing  what  he 
had    undertaken,    and    offered,     in    lieu    of  Bur- 
gundy,   to    pay    the    emperor     two     millions    of 
crowns.     The    viceroy  and   Alarcon,   who    eafily 
perceived,   that  the  fcene  to  vrhich  they  had  been 
witnefies,   was   concerted   betv;een    the    king    and 
his  fubjeds  in   order  to  impofe  upon  them,  fig- 
nified  to   him   their   rnader's  fixed  refolution  not 
to  depart  in  the  fmallefl  point  from  the  terms  of 
the  treaty,   and  withdrew  ^     Before  they  left  the 
kingdom,  they  had  the  mortification  to  hear  the 
holy   league    againfl  the  emperor  publiihed   with   junen. 
great  folemnity. 

Charles  no  fooner  received  an  account  of  this  Theempe- 
confederacy  than  he  exclaimed,  in  the  moft  pub-  parations 
lie  manner,  and  in  the  harfheft  term?,  againil 
Francis,  as  a  prince  void  of  faith  and  of  honour. 
He  complained  no  lefs  of  Clement,  whom  he 
folicited  in  vain  to  abandon  his  new  allies ;  he 
accufed  him  of  ingratitude ;  he  taxed  him  with 
an  ambition  unbecoming  his  character ;  he 
threatened  him  not  only  with  all  the  vengeance 
which  the  power  of  an  emperor  can  infiift,  but, 
by  appealing  to  a  general  council,  called  up  be- 

=  Belcar.    Comment,   de    Reb.   Gal.    573.     Mem.   de   Bel- 
lay,  p.  97. 
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fore  his  eyes  all  the  terrors  arifing  from  the  autho- 
rity of  thofe  aiTeinblies  io  formidable  to  the  papal 
fee.  It  was  neceflary,  however,  to  oppofe  fome- 
thing  elfe  than  reproaches  and  threats  to  the  pow- 
erful combination  formed  againft  him ;  and  the 
emperor,  prompted  by  fo  many  paflions,  did  not 
fail  to  exert  himfelf  with  unufual  vigour,  in  order 
to  fend  fupplies,  not  only  of  men,  but  of  money, 
which  was  ftill  more  needed,  into  Italy. 


Feeble  cpc- 
latijns  ot 
the  cor  fe- 
derates. 


On  the  other  hand,  the  efforts  of  the  confede- 
rates bore  no  proportion  to  that  animofity  againft 
the  emperor,  with  which  they  feemed  to  enter 
into  the  holy  league.  Francis,  it  was  thought, 
would  have  infufed  fpirit  and  vigour  into  the 
whole  body.  He  had  his  lofl  honour  to  repair, 
many  injuries  to  revenge,  and  the  flation  among 
the  princes  of  Europe,  from  v/hich  he  had  fallen, 
to  recover.  From  all  thefe  powerful  incitements, 
added  to  the  natural  impetuofity  of  his  temper,  a 
war  more  fierce  and  bloody  than  any  that  he  had 
hitherto  made  upon  kis  rival,  w^as  expected.  But 
Francis  had  gone  through  fuch  a  fcene  of  diRTcfs, 
and  the  imprelTion  it  had  miade  was  fliil  fo  fi'efli 
in  his  memory,  that  he  was  become  diffident 
himfclf,  dillruftful  of  fortune,  and  deilrous  of 
tranquillity.  To  procure  the  releafe  of  his  fons, 
an.d  to  avoid  the  reflitution  of  Burgundy  by  pay- 
ing fonie  reDibnable  equivalent,  were  his  chief 
objedts ;  and  for  the  fake  of  thefe,  he  would  wil- 
lingly have  facrificed  Sforza,  and  the  liberties 
of   Italy,    to    the    emperor.     He    flattered    him- 

felf, 
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felf,  that  the  dread  of  the  confederacy  which  he  ^^jy.^ 
had  formed  would  of  itfelf  induce  Charles  to 
llllen  to  what  was  equitable ;  and  was  afraid  of 
employing  any  confiderable  force  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Rlilanefe,  left  his  allies,  whom  he 
had  often  found  to  be  more  attentive  to  their 
cwn  interefl,  than  pundlual  in  fulfilling  their  en- 
gagements, fhould  abandon  him  as  foon  as  the 
Imperialifts  were  driven  out  of  that  country,  and 
deprive  his  negotiations  with  the  emperor  of 
that  weight  which  they  derived  from,  his  being 
at  the  head  of  a  powerful  league.  In  the  mean 
time  the  caff.le  of  Milan  was  prefTed  more  clofely 
than  ever,  and  Sforza  was  now  reduced  to  the 
iad  extremity.  The  Pope  and  Venetians,  trufl- 
ing  to  Francis's  concurrence,  commanded  their 
troops  to  take  the  held,  in  order  to  relieve  him ; 
and  an  army  more  than  fufficient  for  that  fer- 
vice  was  foon  formed.  The  Milanefe,  paffion- 
atcly  attached  to  their  unfortunate  duke,  and  no 
lefs  exafperated  againft  the  Imperialifts,  who  had 
oppreiTed  them  i^o  cruelly,  were  ready  to  aid  the 
confederates  in  all  their  enterprifes.  But  the 
duke  d'Urbino,  their  general,  naturally  flow  and 
indecifive,  and  reftrained,  befides,  by  his  an- 
cient enmity  to  the  family  of  Medici,  from  tak- 
ing any  ftep  that  might  aggrandize  or  add  repu- 
tation to  the  Pope  *,  locc  fome  opportunities  of 
attacking  the  Imperialifts,  and  la-fmg  the  fiege, 
and  refufed  to  improve  others.     Thefe  delays  gave 

f  Gwic,  1.  xvii.   782, 
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BOOK  Bourbon  time  to  bring  up  a  reinforcement  of 
^ — ^-^  frelli  troops,  and  a  fupply  of  money.  He  im- 
juiyzV  mediately  took  the  command  of  the  army,  and 
pufhed  on  the  fiege  with  fuch  vigour,  as  quickly 
obliged  Sforza  to  furrender,  who  retiring  to  Lcdi, 
which  the  confederates  had  furprifed,  left  Bour- 
bon  in  full  poirefTicn  of  the  red  of  the  dutchy, 
the  invefliture  of  which  the  emperor  had  promifed 
to  grant  him  ^. 

Difquietude  The  Italians  began  now  to  perceive  the  game 
UanpcwcTf.  which  Francis  had  played,  and  to  be  fenfible 
that,  notwithdanding  all  their  addrefs,  and  re- 
finements in  negociation,  which  they  boafted 
of  as  talents  peculiarly  their  own,  they  had  for 
once  been  over-reached  in  thofe  very  arts  by  a 
irmncntane  prince.  He  had  hitherto  thrown 
almoft  the  whole  burden  of  the  war  upon  them, 
taking  advantage  of  their  efforts,  in  order  to  en- 
force the  propofals  which  he  often  renewed  at  the 
court  of  Madrid  for  obtaining  the  liberty  of  his 
fons.  The  Pope  and  Venetians  expoflulated  and 
complained'' ;  but  as  they  were  not  able  to  roufe 
Francis  from  his  ina^^ivity,  their  own  zeal  and 
vigour  gradually  abated,  and  Clement,  having 
already  gone  farther  than  his  timidity  ufually  per- 
mitted him,  began  to  accufe  himfeif  of  rafhnefs, 
and  to  relapfc  into  his  natural  ftate  of  doubt  and 
uncertainty. 

s  Guic.  1.  xvii.  376,  ^z.  ^  Ruicelli  Lettere  de 

Principi,  ii.    157,  &c.  159,    160 — 166. 
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All  the  emperor's  motions  depending  on  himfelf  ^  "J^P  ^ 
alone,  were  more  brifk  and  better  concerted.  The  »-^-w — f 
narrownefs  of  his  revenues,  indeed,  did  not  allow  Meafuresof 
him  to  make  any  ludaen  or  great  eiiort  m  the  naiifis. 
field,  but  he  abundantly  fupplied  that  defedl  by 
his  intrigues  and  negociations.  The  family  of  Co- 
lonna,  the  mod  powerful  of  all  the  Roman  barons, 
had  adhered  uniformly  to  the  Ghibeline  or  Impe- 
perial  fadlion,  during  thofe  fierce  contentions  be- 
tween the  popes  and  emperors,  which,  for  feveral 
ages,  filled  Italy  and  Germany  with  difcord  and 
bloodflied.  Though  the  caufes  w^hich  at  firfl  gave 
birth  to  thefe  deflru6live  fadtions  exiflcd  no 
longer,  and  the  rage  with  which  they  had  been 
animated  was  in  a  great  meafure  fpent,  the  Colon- 
nas  flili  retained  their  attachment  to  the  Imperial 
interefl,  and  by  placing  themfelves  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  emperors,  fecured  the  quiet  poflcflion 
of  their  own  territories  and  privileges.  The  car- 
dinal Pompeo  Colonna,  a  man  of  a  turbulent 
and  ambitious  temper,  at  that  time  the  head  of 
the  family,  had  long  been  Ciem.ent's  rival,  to 
whofe  influence  in  the  lafl  conclave  he  imputed 
the  difappointment  of  all  his  fchemes  for  attain- 
ing the  papal  dignity,  of  which  from  hiz  known 
connexion  with  the  emperor,  he  thought  himfelf 
fecure.  To  an  afpiring  mind,  this  was  an  in- 
jury too  grreat  to  be  forgiven  ;  and  though  he  had 
dillembled  his  refentment  fo  far  as  to  vote 
for    Clement   at   his   election,  and   to    accept    of 
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*  ^iv  '^     great  omces    in  his  court,  he  waited   with   the  ut- 
^— ^-^ — '   rnofl   impatience   for   an    opporturdty  of  being  re- 
^^'  '       venged.       Don  Hugo  de    Moncada,  the  Imperial 
ambaffador  at  Rome,  who  was  no  flranger  to  thcfe 
fentimer.ts,  eafily  perfuaded  him  that  now  was  the 
time,  while  all  the  papal  troops  w^ere  employed  in 
Lombardy^  to  attempt  fomething,  which  would    at 
once  avenge  his  own  wrongs,  and  be  of  eflential 
fervice  to  the  emperor  his  patron.     The  pope  how- 
ever, whofe  timidity  rendered  him    quick- fighted, 
tvas  fo  attentive  to  their  operations,  and  began  to  be 
alarm.ed  fo  early,  that  he  might  have    drawn  to- 
gether troops    fufficient   to   have  difconcerted  all 
Colonna's  meafures.     But  Moncada   amufed  him 
fo  artfully  with  negociations,    promifes,  and   falfe 
intelligence,    that    he    lulled    aileep    all    his  fufpi- 
cions,    and     prevented     his    taking     any    of  the 
precautions  neceffary    for   his  fafety  ;  and    to  the 
diff^racc    of    a    prince    poirefled    of    great  power, 
as  well  as    renowned    for    political   wifdom,    Co- 
lonna,     at    the    head    of   three    thoufand     men, 
Sept.  -0.    fc;ized  one  of  the  gates  of  his  capital,  while  he, 
L'^-I^cin^e  imagining  himfeif  to  be  in  perfect  fecurity,   was 
Kome"**^*     altogether  unprepared    for  refnling  fuch  a  feeble 
enemy.      The    inhabitants    of    Rome    permitted 
Colonna's    troops,    from  whom  they   apprehended 
no  injury,  to    advance     without    oppofition ;    the 
pope's  guards  were  difperfed  in    a  moment  ;  and 
Clement  himielf,  terrified  at  the  danger,  afhamed 
of    his  own   credulity,    and    deferted    by    almofl 

every 
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every  perfon,  fied  with  precipitation  into  the  caflle 
of  St.  Angelo,  which  was  immediately  invefted. 
The  palace  cf  the  Vatican,  the  church  of  St.  Peter, 
and  the  houfes  of  the  pope's  minifters  and  fervants, 
were  plundered  in  the  moft  licentious  manner.  The 
reil  of  the  city  W3S  left  unmolefted.-  Clement,  def- 
titute  of  every  thing  neceffary  either  for  fubfiflence 
or  defence,  was  foon  obhged  to  demand  a  capitu- 
lation :  and  Monca  Ja  being-  admi:ted  into  the  caflle,  Accom- 
prefcribed  to  him  with  all  the  hauo-htinefs  of  a  con-   bst^veenthe 

■I  °  pope  and 

queror,  conditions  which  it  was  not  in  his  power  empsror, 
to  rejedt.  The  chief  of  thefe  was,  That  Clement 
fhould  not  only  grant  a  full  pardon  to  the  Colon- 
nas,  but  receive  them  into  favour,  and  immediately 
withdravv^  all  the  troops  in  his  pay  from  the  army 
of  the  confederates  in  Lomxbardy  \ 

The  Colonnas,  who  talked  of  nothing  lefs  than 
of  depofmg  Clement,  and  of  placing  Pompeo,  their 
kinfman,  in  the  vacant  chair  of  St.  Peter,  ex- 
claimed loudly  againfl  a  treaty  which  left  them  at 
the  mercy  of  a  pontiff  jullly  incenfed  agalnft  them. 
But  Moncada,  attentive  only  to  his  mailer's  interefl, 
paid  little  regard  to  their  complaints,  and,  by  this 
fortunate  meafure^  broke  entirely  the  power  of  the 
confederates. 


While  the   army  of  the  confederates  fuffered   T^-eimpe- 
fuch    a  confiderable  diminuuon,    the    Imperiaiiils   reinforced. 

^  Jovii  Vitq.  Pomp.   Colon.      Guic.   I    xvn.  40T.     RufccUi 
Lett«re  de  Principi,  i.  p.  104. 
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BOOK  received  two  great  reinforements  ;  one  from  Spain, 
1.^-v^-*^  under  the  command  of  Lannoy  and  Alarcon, 
*^*  •  which  amounted  to  fix  thoufand  men  •,  the  other 
was  raifed  in  the  empire  by  George  Fronfpcrg, 
a  German  noblemaa,  who,  having  ferved  in  Italy 
with  great  reputation,  had  acquired  fuch  influence 
and  popularity,  that  multitudes  of  his  countrymen, 
fond  on  every  occafion  of  engaging  in  military 
enterprifes,  and  impatient  at  that  juncture  to  ef- 
cape  from  the  opprefTion  which  they  felt  in  religious 
as  well  as  civil  matters,  crowded  to  his  llandard ; 
fo  that,  without  any  other  gratuity  than  the  pay- 
ment of  a  crown  to  each  man,  fourteen  thoufand 
enlifted  in  his  fervice.  To  thefe  the  archduke 
Ferdinand  added  two  thoufand  horfe,  levied  in 
the  Auftrian  dominions.  But  although  the  em- 
peror had  raifed  troops,  he  could  not  remit  the 
fums  neceflary  for  their  fupport.  His  ordi- 
nary revenues  were  exhaufted ;  the  credit  of 
princes,  during  the  infancy  of  commerce,  was 
not  extenfive  ;  and  the  Cortes  of  Caflile,  though 
every  art  had  been  tried  to  gain  them,  and  feme 
innovations  had  been  made  in  the  conflitution, 
in  order  to  fecure  their  concurrence,  peremp- 
torily refufed  to  grant  Charles  any  extraordi- 
nary fupply  '•;  fo  that  the  more  his  army  in- 
creafed  in  number,  the  more  were  his  generals 
embarraiied  and  diflrefied.  Bourbon,  in  par- 
ticular,   was   involved   in   fuch  difficulties^    that 

^'Sandov.  i.  814.. 
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he  flood  in  need  of  all  his  addrefs  and  courage 
in  order  to  extricate  himfelF.  Large  fums  were  due 
to  the  Spanifh  troops  already  in  the  Milanefe,  when 
Fronfperg  arrived  with  fixteen  thoufand  hungry- 
Germans  dellitute  of  every  thin^^.  Both  made  Theempe- 
their  demands  with  equal  nercenels  ;  the  former  ces  deft- 
claiming  their  arrears,  and  the  latter,  the  pay  which 
had  been  promifed  them  on  their  entering  Lom- 
bardy.  Bourbon  was  altogether  incapable  of  giv- 
ing fatisfadion  to  either.  In  this  fituation,  he  was 
conftrained  to  commit  acts  of  violence  extremely 
fhocking  to  his  own  nature,  which  was  generous 
and  humane.  He  feized  the  principal  citizens  of 
Milan,  and  by  threats,  and  even  by  torture,  forced 
from  them  a  confiderable  fum ;  he  rifled  the 
churches  of  all  their  plate  and  ornaments;  the  in- 
adequate fupply  which  thefe  afforded,  he  diftributed 
among  the  foldiers,  with  fo  many  foothing  expref^. 
fions  of  his  fympathy  and  affection,  that,  though  it 
fell  far  iliort  of  the  fums  due  to  them,  it  appeafed 
their  prefent  murmurs  \ 

Among  other  expedients  for  raifmg  money,  B«urbcn 
Bourbon  granted  his  life  and  liberty  to  Morone,  atubeny. 
who,  having  been  kept  in  prifon  fmce  his  in- 
trigue with  Pefcara,  had  been  condemned  to  die 
by  the  Spanifh  judges  empowered  to  try  him. 
For  this  remiflion  he  paid  twenty  thoufand  du- 
cats; and  fuch  were  his  fmgular  talents,  and   the- 

'  Ripamon^.  Hift.  Mcdlol.  lib.  ix.  p.  717. 
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^  ^j^  ^  wonderful  afcendant  which  he  always  acquired  over 
^— -^  the  minds  of  thcfe  to  whom  he  had  accefs,  that  in 
a  few  days,  from  being  Bourbon'j  piifoner^  he  be- 
came  his  piime  confident,  wi.-h  whom  he  confulted 
in  all  affairs  of  importance.  To  his  infmuations 
mufl  be  imputed  the  fufpicions  which  Bourbon 
began  to  entertain,  that  the  emperor  had  never  in- 
tended to  grant  him  the  invelliture  of  Milan,  but 
had  appointed  Leyva,  and  the  other  Spanifh  gene- 
rals,  rather  to  be  fpies  on  his  condufl,  than  to  co- 
operate  heartily  towards  the  execution  of  his 
fcliemes.  To  him  likewife,  as  he  Hill  retained,  at 
the  age  of  fourfcore,  all  the  enterprifmg  fpirit  of 
youth,  may  be  attributed  the  bold  and  unexpected 
meafure  on  which  Bourbon  foon  after  ventured "". 

?atlfnswfd.  S^^CH,  indeed,  were  the  exigencies  of  the  Im< 
KlSSions.  ^^''^  ^^^^ps  '''  t^^  Milanefe,  that  it  became  in- 
difpenfably  neceffary  to  take  fome  immediate 
flep  for  their  relief.  The  arrears  of  the  foldiers 
increafed  daily  ;  the  emperor  made  no  remit- 
tances to  his  generals;  and  the  utmoft  rigour 
of  military  extortion  could  draw  nothing  more 
from  a  country  entirely  drained  and  ruined.  In 
this  fituation  there  was  no  choice  left,  but  either 
to  dii"band  the  army,  or  to  march  for  fubfiflence 
into  the  enemy's  country.  The  territories  of  the 
Veneti.»ns  lay  nearefl  at  hand;  but  they,  with 
their  ufual  forefight    and   prudence,    had    taken 

™  Guic.  1.  Xvii.  419, 
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fuch  precautions  as  fecured  them  from  any   infult.     ^  ^^  ^ 
Nothing,    therefore,    remained  but  to    invade  the    ^-^^^ 
dominions  of  the  church,  or  of  the  Florentines ;  and 
Clement  had  of  late  aded  fuch  a  part,   as   merited 
the    feverefl   vengeance  from    the  emperor.      No 
fooner  did  the  papal   troops  return   to  Rome  after 
the   infurredion   of  the   Colonnas,  than,    without 
paying  any  regard  to  the  treaty  with  Moncada,  he 
degraded  the  cardinal    Colonna,  excommunicated 
the'' reft  of  the  family,  feized  their  places  of  ftrength, 
and  wafted  their  lands  with  ail   the  cruelty  which 
the  finart  of  a  recent  injury  naturally  excites.  After 
this  he  turned  his  arms  againft  Naples,  and  as  his 
operations  were  feconded  by  the  French  fleet,  he 
made  fome  progrefs  towards  the  conqueft    of  that 
kingdom  ;  the  viceroy  being  no  lefs  deftitule  than 
the  other  Imperial  generals  of  the  money  requifite 
for  a  vigorous  defence  ". 

These   proceedings    of  the   pope    juftified,   in       15^7. 

1  •    7       -r>  L        5      r  Marclies  to 

appearance,  the  meafures  which  Bourbons  utu-  invade  the 
ation  rendered  neceffary;  and  he  fct  about  exe-  ntodss. 
cutino-  them  under  fuch  difad vantages,  as  furnifh 
the  ftrongeft  proof  both  of  the  defpair  to  which 
he  was  reduced,  and  of  the  greatneis  of  his  abi- 
lities which  were  able  to  furmount  fo  many  ob- 
ftacles.  Having  committed  the  government  of 
Milan  to  Leyva,  whom  he  was  not  unwilling  to 
leave  behind,  he  began  his  march   in   the  depth  January  30, 

»  Jovii  Vita  Pomp.  Colon,     Guic.  1.  xviii.  424. 
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BOOK    of  winter,  at  the    head   of    twenty-five  thoufand 

IV.  ... 

w-v-*^      men,  compofed    of    nations   differing    from   each 

'•^^7^       other  in  language  and  manners ;  without  money, 
without    magazines,     without     artillery,     without 
carriages ;  in    fkort,  without    any  of  thofe  things 
which  are  necelTary   to    the    fmallcft    party,    and 
which  feem  effential  to  the  exiilence  and    motions 
of  a  great  army.     His  route  lay  through  a  country 
cut  by  rivers  and  mountains,   in   which  the  roads 
w^ere  almofl  im.pradicable ;  as  an  addition  to    his 
difficuhies,  the  enemy's  army,  fuperior  to  his  own 
in  number,  was  at  hand  to  watch  all  his  motions, 
and  to  improve  every  advantage.     But   his  troops, 
impatient  of  their  j^refent  hardihips,  and  allured  by 
the  hopes  of  immenfe  booty,    v/iihout   confidering 
how  ill  provided  they  were  for  a  march,    followed 
him  with  great  cheerfulnefs.     His  firfl:  fcheme  was 
to  have  made  himfelf  mailer    of  Piacentia,  and  to 
have    gratified    his    foldiers    by   the    plunder    of 
that    city  ;    but  the  vigilance  of   the  confederate 
generals  rendered   the    defign  abortive ;    nor   had 
he  better  fuccefs  in  his   project  for  the   reduction 
of  Bologna,   which  was   feafonably  fupplied  with 
as  many  troops  as  fecured  it   from  the  infults  of 
an  army  which   had   neither  artillery   nor   ammu- 
nition.    Having   failed   in  both  thefe  attempts   to 
become  mafler  of  fome   great  city,  he  was  under 
a  neceiTity  of  advancing.     But   he  had  now  been 
two  months  in   the   field ;  his  troops  had  fuffered 
every  calamity  that  a  long  march,   together  with 
the  uncom.mon  rigour  of  the  feafon,  could   bring 
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upon"  men  deftitute  of  all  neceflary  accommo- 
dations in  an  enemy's  country  ;  the  magnificent 
pro/nifes  to  which  they  trufled,  had  hitherto  proved 
altogether  vain  ;  they  faw  no  profped  of  relief; 
their  patience,  tried  to  the  utmofl,  failed  at  lafl, 
and  they  broke  out  into  open  mutiny.  Some  ofHr  Mutiny  of 
cers,  who  ralhly  attempted  to  reftrain  them,  fell  '^  '°^^^' 
viftims  to  their  fury  ;  Bourbon  himfelf,  not  daring 
to  appear  daring  the  hrll  tranfports  of  their  rage, 
was  obliged  to  fly  fecrerly  from  his  quarters ". 
But  this  fudden  ebullition  of  wrath  began  at 
laft  to  fubfide  ;  when  Bourbon,  who  pofTelTed  in  a 
wonderful  degree  the  art  of  governing  the  minds 
of  foldiers,  renewed  his  promifcs  with  more  con- 
fidence than  formerly,  and  alTured  them  that  they 
would  be  foon  accompliflied.  He  endeavoured 
to  render  their  hardfhips  more  tolerable,  by  par- 
taking of  them  himfelf;  he  fared  no  better  than 
the  meanefl  centinel ;  he  marched  along  with  them 
on  foot ;  he  joined  them  in  fmging  their  camp  bal- 
lads, in  which,  with  high  praifes  of  his  valour,  they 
mingled  many  ftrokes  of  miUtary  raillery  on  his 
poverty  ;  and  wherever  they  came,  he  allowed 
them,  as  a  foretafle  of  what  he  had  promifed,  to 
plunder  the  adjacent  villages  at  difcretion.  Encou- 
raged by  all  thefe  foothing  arts,  they  entirely  forgot 
their  fufFerings  and  complaints,  and  followed  him 
with  the  fame  impUcit  confidence  as  formerly  p. 


»  Guic.  1.  xviii.  434.     Jovii  Vit.  Colon.  163. 
P  Oeuvres  de  Brant.  yoI.  ir.  p.  346,  3cc. 
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^^^?^         Bourbon,  meanwhile,   carefully    concealed  his 
i — ^r-^    intentions.      Rome  and    Florence,    not   knowing 
The  p^-'p^'s    on   v/hich   the  blow  would  fall,  were  held  in  the 
and'°mpm-   mofl    difqu'eting    flate     of    fufpenfe.       Clement, 
'**"''''•         equally  folicitous  for  the  fafety  of  both,   fluduated 
in  more   than    his    ufual    uncertainty ;  and  while 
the  rapid  approach   of  danger  called  for  prompt 
and  decifive    meafures,  he  fpent  the  time  in  de- 
liberations which  came  to   no   ilTue,  or  in   taking 
refolutions,  which,  next  day,  his    refllefs    mind, 
more  fagacious    in   difcerning    than   in   obviating 
diiriculties,    overturned,    without    being    able    to 
fix   on  what    ihould  be  fubflituted  in  their   place. 
At    one   time    he    determined    to   unite     himfelf 
more   clofely    than  ever  with    his    allies,  and  to 
pu(h  on   the    war    with  vigour;    at   another,  he 
inclined  to  bring  all  differences  to  a  final  accom- 
modation by  a  treaty  with  Lannoy,  who,  know- 
ing his  paffion   for  negociation,  folicited  him   in« 
March  i<.     ceffantly  with    propofals  for    that  purpofe.      His 
aSeTty '^     timidity  at  length  prevailed,  and   led  him   to   con- 
viewer Jy  of     clude  an    agreement  with  Lannoy,  of  which  the 
>^ap!e8j       following  were    the   chief  articles :    That    a    fuf- 
penfion  of   arms  fhould  take  place    between  the 
Pontifical  and  Imperial  troops  for   eight   months  ; 
That    Clement    fhould    advance     fixty    thoufand 
crowns  towards  fatisfying  the  demands  of  the  Im- 
perial army :  That  the  Colonnas    foould    be   ab- 
folved  from  cenfure,   and    their    former   dignities 
and  pofTeffions   be   reilored  to    them !    That  the 
viceroy  fhould  come  to  Rome,  and   prevent  Bour-^ 
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bon  from  approaching  nearer  to  that  city,  or  to  ^  ^^?  ^ 
Florence*^.  On  this  hafly  treaty,  which  depriv- 
ed him  of  all  hopes  of  afTiflance  from  his  allies, 
without  affording  him  any  folid  foundation  of 
fecuritv,  Clement  relied  fo  firmlv,  that,  like  a  man 
extricated  at  once  out  of  all  difliculdes,  he  was  at 
perfect  eafe,  and  in  the  fulnefs  of  his  confidence  dif- 
banded  all  his  tro'^ps,  except  as  many  as  were  fufH- 
cient  to  guard  his  own  perfon.  This  amazing 
confidence  of  Clement's,  who  on  every  other  oc- 
cafion  was  fearful  and  fufpicious  to  excefs,  appear- 
ed fo  unaccountable  to  Guicciardini,  who,  being  at 
that  time  the  pontifical  commilfary-general  and  re^ 
fident  m  the  confederate  army,  had  great  opportu- 
nities, as  well  as  great  abilities,  for  obfcrving  how 
chimerical  all  his  hopes  were,  that  he  imputes  the 
pope's  conduct,  at  this  juncture,  whoUyto  infatuation, 
which  thofe  who  are  doomed  to  ruin  cannot  avoids 

L ANNOY,  It  would  feem,  intended  to  have  ex-  ^▼h^:^1 
ecuted  the  treaty  with  great  fmcerity;  and  hav-  01^4^141*, 
ing  detached  Clement  from  the  confederacy, 
wilhed  to  turn  Bourbon's  arms  againfl  the  Vene- 
tians, v.^ho,  of  all  the  powers  at  war  with  the 
emperor,  had  exerted  the  greateft  vigour.  With 
this  view  he  difpatched  a  courier  to  Bourbon, 
informing  him  of  the  fufpenfion  of  arms,  which, 
in  the  name  of  their  common  mafler,  he  had 
concluded  with    the  pope.       Bourbon  had   other 

q  GuK  e  1.  xtiii.  436  r  Guic.  I.  xviii.  446. 
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^  rv?  ^  fchcmes,  and  he  had  profecuted  them  now  too  far 
to  think  of  retreating.  To  have  mentioned  a  re- 
treat to  his  foldiers  would  have  been  dangerous ; 
his  command  was  independent  of  Lannoy  ;  he  was 
fond  of  mortifying  a  man  whom  he  had  many 
reafons  to  hate :  for  thefe  reafons,  without  paying 
the  leafl  regard  to  the  melTage,  he  continued  to 
ravage  the  ecclefiaflical  territories,  and  to  advance 
tov/ai'ds  Florence.  Upon  this,  all  Clement's  ter- 
ror and  anxiety  returning  with  new  force,  he  had 
recourfe  to  Lannoy,  and  intreated  and  conjured 
him  to  put  a  flop  to  Bourbon's  progrefs.  Lannoy 
accordingly  fet  out  for  his  camp,  but  durfl  not 
approach  it ;  Bourbon's  foldiers  having  got  notice 
of  the  truce,  raged  and  threatened,  demanding 
the  accomplifhm.ent  of  the  promifes  to  which  they 
had  trufled  ;  their  general  himfelf  could  hardly  re- 
ftrain  them  ;  eveiy  perfon  in  Rome  perceived  that 
nothing  remained  but  to  prepare  for  refifling  a 
ftorm  which  it  was  now  impoffible  to  difpel.  Cle- 
ment alone,  relying  on  fome  ambiguous  and  deceit- 
ful profeffions  which  Bourbon  made  of  his  incli- 
nation towards  peace,  funk  back  into  his  former 
fecurity '. 

Advances         Bourbon,  on  his  part,  w'as  far  from  being  free 

Towards  ,.     1  •  1 

Rome.)  from  folicitude.  All  his  attempts  on  any  place 
of  importance  had  hitherto  mifcarried ;  and  Flo- 
rence,  towards  which   he  had  been   approaching 

*  Guic.  1.  xviii.  437,  &c.     Mem.  de  Bellay,  p.  ipo. 
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for  fome  time,  was,  by  the  arrival  of  the  duke  book. 
d'Urbino's  army,  put  in  a  condition  to  fet  his 
power  at  defiance.  As  it  now  became  nccefTary  to  ^s»r 
change  his  route,  and  to  take  inftanily  fome  new 
refolution,  he  fixed  without  hefitation  on  one  which 
was  no  lefs  daring  in  itfelf,  than  it  was  impious 
according  to  the  opinion  of  that  age.  This  was  to 
affault  and  plunder  Rome.  Many  reafons,  how- 
ever, prompted  him  to  it.  He  was  fond  of  thwart- 
ing Lannov,  who  had  undertaken  for  the  fafety  of 
that  city  ;  he  imagined  that  the  emperor  v^ould  be 
highly  pleafed  to  fee  Clement,  the  chief  author  of 
the  league  againil  him,  humbled ;  he  flattered 
himfelf,  that  by  gratifying  the  rapacity  of  his  fol- 
diers  with  fuch  immenfe  bootv,  he  would  attach 
them  for  ever  ^o  his  interefl ;  or  (which  is  flill 
more  probable  than  any  of  thele)  he  hoped  that  by 
means  of  the  power  and  fame,  which  he  would 
acquire  from  the  conquefl  of  the  firfl  city  in  Chrif- 
tendom,  that  he  might  lay  the  foundation  of  an 
independent  power :  and  that,  after  fhaking  oil  all 
connexion  with  the  emperor,  he  might  take  pof- 
feffion  of  Naples,  or  of  fome  of  the  Italian  (lateSj  in 
his  own  name  \ 


Whatever  his  motives  were,  he  executed  his  Thep^pe^s 
refolution   with    a   rapidity  equal  to  the  boldnefs  rionsnr 
with  which  he   had  formed  it.     His  fcldicrs,  now 


^  Brant,  iv.  271.  vi.  189.     Belcarii  Comir.ent.  594. 
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that  they  had  their  prey  full  in  view,   complained 
neither  of  fatigue,  nor  famine,   nor   want  of  pay. 
'^""'       No  fooner  did  they  begin  to  move  from  Tufcany 
towards  Rome,  than  the  pope,  fenfible  at  laft  how 
fallacious  the  hopes  had  been  on  which  he  repofed, 
ftarted  fi-om.  his  fecurity.     But  no  time  now  remain- 
ed, even  for  a  bold  and  decifive  pontiff^    to  have 
taken  proper  meafures,  or  to  have  formed  any  ef- 
feclual  plan  of  defence.      Cinder  Clement's  feeble 
condu£l,  all  was  confternation,  diforder,  and  irrefo- 
lution.     He  collected,    hov/ever,  fuch  of  his   dif- 
banded  foldiers  as   flill   remained  in  the  city  •,  he 
armed  the  artificers  of  Rom.e,  and  the  footmen  and 
train-bearer'^    of  the    cardinals ;     he     repaired  the 
breaches  in  the  walls ;  he  began  to  eredl  new  works; 
he    excommunicated  Bourbon  and  all  his  troops, 
branding  the  Germans  with  the  nam.e  of  Lutherans, 
and  the  Spaniards  with  that  of  Moors ".  Trufling  to 
thefe  ineiTedual  m.ilitary  preparations,  or  to  his  fpi- 
ritual  arms,  which  were  flill  more  defpifed  by  rapa- 
cious foldiers,  he  feems  to  have  laid  afide  his  natural 
timidity,  and,  contrary  to  the  advice  of  all  his  coun- 
fellors,  determined    to    wait  the  approach  of  an 
enemy  whomi  he  might   eafily  have  avoided  by  a 
timely  retreat. 

Affauitcf  Bourbon,  who  faw  the  neceffity  of  difpatch, 
now  that  his  intentions  were  known,  advanced 
with   fuch  fpeed,  that  he  gained  feverai  marches 

"  Seckend.  lib,  ii.  68. 
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on  the  duke  d'Urbino's  army,  and  encamped  in  book 
the  plains  of  Rome  on  the  evening  of  the  fifth  of 
May.  From  thence  he  (hewed  his  foldiers  the  pa- 
laces and  churches  of  that  city,  into  which,  as  the 
capital  of  the  Chriftian  commonwealth,  the  riches 
of  all  Europe  had  flowed  during  many  centuries, 
without  having  been  once  violated  by  any  hoflile 
hand  ;  and  commanding  them  to  refrefh  themfelves 
that  night,  as  a  preparation  for  the  aflfault  next  day, 
promifed  them,  in  reward  of  their  toils  and  va- 
lour, the  polTefllon  of  all  the  treafures  accumulated 
there. 

Early  in  the  morning,  Bourbon,  w^ho  had 
determined  to  diftinguifh  that  day  either  by  his 
death  or  the  fuccefs  of  his  enterprife,  appeared 
at  the  head  of  his  troops  clad  in  complete 
armour,  above  w^hich  he  w^ore  a  vefl  of  white 
tifiue,  that  he  might  be  more  confpicuous  both 
to  his  friends  and  to  his  enemies ;  and  as  all 
depended  on  one  bold  impreffion,  he  led  them 
inftantly  to  fcale  the  walls.  Three  difb'ncl  bo- 
dies, one  of  Germans,  another  of  Spaniards, 
and  the  laft  of  Italians,  the  three  different  na- 
tions of  whom  the  army  was  compofed,  were  ap- 
pointed to  this  fervice ;  a  feparate  attack  was  af- 
figned  to  each  ;  and  the  whole  army  advanced  to 
fupport  them  as  occafion  fhould  require.  A 
thick  mill  concealed  their  approach  until  they 
reached  almofc  the  brink  of  the  ditch  w^hich 
furrounded  the    fuburbs  :    having    planted    their 

^  ladders 
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B^OK  ladders  in  a  moment,  each  brigade  rufhed  ori 
v-#"-N^-^-/  to  the  aflault  v/ith  an  impetuofity  heightened  by 
^  '^'  national  emulation.  They  were  received  at  firft 
with  fortitude  equal  to  their  own ;  the  Swifs  in 
the  pope's  guards,  and  the  veteran  foldicrs  who 
had  been  aiTembled,  fought  with  a  courage  be- 
coming men  to  whom  the  defence  of  the  noblefl 
city  in  the  world  was  entrufted.  Bom'bon'^ 
troops,  notwithflanding  all  their  %'alour,  gained 
no  ground,  and  even  began  to  give  w^ay ;  when 
their  leader,  perceiving  that  on  this  critical  mo- 
ment the  fate  of  the  day  depended,  leaped  from 
his  horfe,  preiTed  to  the  front,  fnatched  a  fcaling 
ladder  jProni  a  loldier,  planted  it  againfl  the  wall, 
and  began  to  mount  it,  encouraging  his  men 
Bourbon  with  his  voicc  and  hand  to  follow  him.  But  at 
that  very  inflant,  a  mufket  bullet  from  the  ram- 
parts pierced  his  groin  with  a  wound,  which  he 
immediately  felt  to  be  mortal  ;  but  he  retained 
fo  much  prefence  of  mind  as  to  defire  thofe  who 
were  near  him  to  cover  his  body  with  a  cloak* 
that  his  death  might  not  difliearteia  his  troops  ; 
and  foon  after  he  expired  with  a  courage  worthy 
©f  a  better  caufe,  and  which  would  have  entitled 
him  to  the  higheft  praife,  if  he  had  thus  fallen 
in  defence  of  his  country,  not  at  the  head  of  its 
enemies ". 

5^  Mem.  de  BcUay,  lei.     Guic.l.  xriii.  p.  445,  &c.     Oeuv. 
de  Brant,  iv.  257,  Sec 
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This  fatal  event  could  not  be  concealed  from    book 

the  army ;  the  foldiers  foon  mifled  their  general,  > ..-^^^ 

whom  they  were  accuflomed  to  fee  in  every  time  ^J^-."' 
of  danger ;   but  inftead  of  being  difheartened  by  taken. 
their  lofs,   it   animated    them  with   new   valour ; 
the  name  of  Bourbon  refounded  along  the  line, 
accompanied  with  the    cry    of  blood  and  revenge. 
The  veterans  who  defended  the   walls   were   foon 
overpowered  by  numbers ;  the  untrained  body  of 
city  recruits  fled  at  the  fight  of  danger,  and   the 
enemy,  with  irrefiftible  violence,  rufhed  into  the 
town. 


During  the  combat,  Clement  was  employed 
at  the  high  altar  of  St.  Peter's  church  in  offering 
up  to  Heaven  unavailing  prayers  for  vidlory.  No 
fooner  was  he  informed  that  his  troops  began  to 
give  way,  than  he  fled  with  precipitation ;  and 
with  an  infatuation  flill  more  amazing  than  any 
thing  already  mentioned,  inftead  of  making  his 
efcape  by  the  oppofite  gate,  where  there  was  no 
enemy  to  oppofe  it,  he  fhut  himfelf  up,  together 
with  thirteen  cardinals,  the  foreign  ambalfadors, 
and  many  perfons  of  diftinclion,  in  the  caftle  of 
St.  Angelo,  which,  from  his  late  misfortune,  he 
might  have  known  to  be  an  infecure  retreat. 
In  his  way  from  the  Vatican  to  that  fortrefs,  he 
faw  his  troops  flying  before  an  enemy,  who  per- 
fued  without  giving  quarter ;  he  heard  the  cries 
and  lamentations  of  the  Roman  citizens,  and  be- 
held the  beginning  of  thofe  calamities  which  his 
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BOOK     own  credulity  and  ill-conducl   had  brought  upon 
,^,_,j ,    his  fubjeds  ^. 

Plundered,  It  is  impoiTible  to  defcnbe,  or  even  to  imagine 
the  mifery  and  horror  of  that  fcene  which  fol- 
lowed. Whatever  a  city  taken  by  florm  can 
dread  from  military  rage,  unreftrained  by  difci- 
pline ;  whatever  excefles  the  ferocity  of  the  Ger- 
mans, the  avarice  of  the  Spaniards,  or  the  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  the  Italians  could  commit,  thefe 
the  wretched  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  fuffer. 
Churches,  palaces,  and  the  houfes  of  private  per- 
fons,  were  plundered  wdthout  diftindion.  No  age, 
or  charader,  or  fex,  was  exempt  from  injury. 
Cardinals,  nobles,  priefts,  matrons,  virgins,  w^ere 
all  the  prey  of  foldiers,  and  at  the  mercy  of  men 
deaf  to  the  voice  of  humanity.  Nor  did  thefe 
outrages  ceafe,  as  is  ufual  in  towns  which  are  car- 
ried by  aflault,  when  the  firfl  fury  of  the  florm 
was  over  ;  the  Imperialifts  kept  pofTeiTion  of  Rome 
feveral  months  ;  and,  during  all  that  time,  the  in- 
folence  and  brutality  of  the  foldiers  hardly  abated. 
Their  booty  in  ready  money  alone  amounted  to 
'  a  miUion  of  ducats  ;  what  they  raifed  by  ranfoms 

and  exaclions  far  exceeded  that  fum.  Rome, 
though  taken  feveral  different  times  by  the  north- 
ern  nations,  who  over-ran  the  empire  in  the  fifth 
and  fixth  centuries,  was  never  treated  with  fo 
much  cruelty  by  the  barbarous  and  heathen  Huns, 

^  Jov.  Vit.  Colon   16^. 
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Vandals,  or  Goths,   as  now  by  the  bigoted  fubjects    book 

of  a  Catholic  manarch  ^.  . ..^w* 

1527. 

After  Bourbon^s   death,  the  command  of  the   The  Pope 
Imperial  army  devolved   on  Phillbert  de   Chalons   thecauieof 
prince  of   Orange,    who    with    difficulty    prevailed   st.AngeU 
on   as   many  of  his  foldiers  to  defift  from  the  pil- 
lage as   were  neceflary  to  invefl    the  caftle  of  St, 
Angelo.     Clement  was  immediately  fenfible  of  his 
error  in  having  retired  into  that  ill-provided  and 
untenable   fort.     But   as   the  Imperialifts   fcorning 
difcipline,  and  intent  only   on  plunder,  pulhed  the 
fiege  with    little    vigour,     he    did    not    defpair    of 
holding  out  until  the  Duke  d'Urbino  could  come 
to  his  relief.     That  general  advanced  at  the  head 
of  an   army   compofed   of  Venetians,   Florentines, 
and    Swifs,    in    the    pay    of    France,    of  fufficient 
(Irength  to  have  deUvered   Clement  from  the  pre- 
fent  danger.  But  d'Urbino,  preferring  the  indulg- 
gence  of  his  hatred  againft  the  family   of  Medici 
to  the  glory  of  delivering  the  capital  of  Chrilfen- 
dom,  and    the    head    of  the    church,  pronounced 
the  enterprife  to  be  too  hazardous  ;  and,  from  an 
exquifite   refinement   in  revenge,    having  marched 
forward  fo  far,  that  his  army  being  feen  from  the 
ramparts    of  St.  Angelo,    flattered    the  Pope  with 
the    profpecl    of     certain    relief,    he    immediately 
wheeled   about,  and  retired  \     Clement,  deprived 

'  Jov.  Vit.  Colon.  166.  Guic.  1.  xvill.  440,  Sec.  Com- 
ment, de  Capta  Urbe  Ron^ce,  ap.  Scardium,  ii.  230.  UUoa 
Vita  del  Carlo  V.  p.  no,  &c.  Gianonne  Hift.  of  Nap.  B. 
xxxi.c.  J.  p.  jOy.  '  Guic.  1.  xviii.  450. 

Bb  2  of 


372  THE    REIGN   OF   THE 

of    every  refource,  and  reduced  to  fuch  extremity 
of  famine  as  to  feed  on  afles  flefh  %   was  obliged 
»5^7.       to  capitulate  on  fuch  conditions  as  the  conquerors 
Suirendeis    wcrc  pleafcd  to  prefcribe.     He  agreed  to  pay  four 
prifuii'r!       hundred  thoufand  ducats  to  the  army  ;  to  furrender 
to  the  Emperor  all  the  places  of  ftrength  belong- 
ing to  the  church  ;  and,  befides  giving  hoflages, 
to  remain  a  prifcner   himfelf  until    the  chief  ar- 
ticles were  performed.     He  was  committed  to  the 
care  of  Alarcon,    who,  by  his  fevere  vigilance  in 
guarding  Francis,    had    given  full    proof  his  be- 
ing qualified  for   that  office ;  and  thus,  by  a  fm- 
gular  accident,  the  fame  man  had  the  cuftody  of 
the  two  mod  illuftrious  perfonages  who  had  been 
made  prifoners  in  Europe  during  feveral  ages. 

TheEmpe-  The  accouHt  of  this  extraordinary  and  unex- 
vtoJraVth'is  peded  event  was  no  iefs  furprifing  than  agreeable 
to  the  Emperor.  But  in  order  to  conceal  his  joy 
from  his  fubjeds,  who  were  filled  with  horror  at 
the  fuccefs  and  crimes  of  their  countrymen,  and 
to  leflen  the  indignation  of  the  reft  of  Europe,  he 
declared  that  Rome  had  been  aflaulted  without 
any  order  from  him.  He  wrote  to  all  the  princes 
with  whom  he  was  in  alliance,  difclaiming  his 
having  had  any  knowledge  of  Bourbon's  inten- 
tion %  He  put  himfelf  and  court  into  mourning; 
commanded  the  rejoicings  which  had  been  ordered 
for  the  birth  of  his  fon  Philip  to  be  (lopped  ;  and 
employing    an  artifice    no  iefs   hypocritical    than 

*"  Jov.  Vit.  Colon.  167. 

'  RufcelU  Lettered!  Principi,  ii,  234, 
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^rofs,  he  appointed  prayers  and  procelTions  through-     e  o  o  k. 


IV. 


out  all  Spain  for  the  recovery  of  the  Pope's  liberty,    ^ 
which,  by  an  order  to  his  generals,  he  could  have       *5-' 
immediately  granted  him  *^. 

The  good  fortune  of  the  houfe  of  Audria  was   soiymanin- 
no   lefs   confpicuous    in   another   part   of  Europe.   gl,y' 
Solyman  having  invaded  Hungary  with    an    army 
of  three   hundred  thoufand   men,    Lewis  IL  King 
of  that  country,  and  of  Bohemia,  a  weak  and  un- 
experienced prince,  advanced  rafiily  to  meet   him 
with  a  body  of  men   which    did   not  amount  to 
thirty  thoufand.     With   an  imprudence  flill  more 
unpardonable,    he   gave   the    command   of    thefe 
troops  to  Paul  Tomorri,    a  Francifcan  monk,   arch- 
bifhop  of  Golocza.     This  awkward  general,  in  the 
drefs    of  his   order,  girt  with  its  cord,  marched  at 
the    head  of  the  troops  ;  and,   hurried  on  by  his 
own  prefumption,  as  well    as  by  the   impetuofity 
of  nobles   who   defpifed  danger,    but  were  impa- 
tient of  long   fervice,  he  fought  the  fatal  battle  of  Aug.  ag, 
Mohacz,   in  which   the  King,   the   flower  of  the     ^*^' 
Hungarian  nobility,    and  upwards  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  men,    fell   the  victims   of  his    folly   and  ill- 
conducl.      Solyman,  after  his  victory,  feized  and   Defeat  of 
kept    pofTe^ion    of  feveral   towns   of   the   greatefl   lilns.anr' 
ftrength  in   the    fouthern   provinces   of  Hungary,   '^^'^f"^ 
and,  over-running  the  refl  of  the  countr)%  carried 
near  two   hundred  thoufand  perfons  into  captivity. 
As  Lewis  was  the  lad  male  of  the  royal  family  of 

^  'Sleid.  109.     Sandov.  i.  822.     Mauroc  HiiL   Veneta,  lib. 
us.  220. 
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1527. 


Ferdinand 
eledtd 


^?.P^  Jagellon,  the  Archduke  Ferdinand  claimed  both 
his  crowns.  This  claim  was  founded  on  a  double 
title ;  the  one  derived  from  the  ancient  pretenfions 
of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  to  both  kingdoms  ;  the 
other  from  the  right  of  his  wife,  the  only  fifter  of 
the  decealed  monarch.  The  feudal  inflitutions, 
however,  fubfided  both  in  Hungary  and  Bohemia 
in  fuch  vigour,  and  the  nobles  poireffed  fuch  ex- 
tenfive  power,  that  the  crowns  were  ftill  elective, 
and  Ferdinand's  rights,  if  they  had  not  been 
powerfully  fupported,  would  have  met  with  little 
regard.  But  his  own  perfonal  merit  ;  the  refpecl 
due  to  the  brother  of  the  greateft  Monarch  in 
Chriftendom ;  the  neceflity  of  chufmg  a  prince 
King.  able  to  afford  his  fubje6ls  fome  additional  protec- 

tion againft  the  Turkifh  arms,  wjiich,  as  they  had 
recently  felt  their  power,  they  greatly  dreaded  ; 
together  with  the  intrigues  of  his  fifler,  who  had 
been  married  to  the  late  King,  overcame  the  pre- 
judices which  the  Hungarians  had  conceived 
againft  the  Archduke  as  a  foreigner  ;  and  though 
a  confiderable  party  voted  for  the  Vaywode  of 
Tranfdvania,  at  length  fecured  Ferdinand  the 
throne  of  that  kingdom.  The  Hates  of  Bohemia 
imitated  the  example  of  their  neighbour  kingdom  ; 
but  in  order  to  afcertain  and  fecure  their  own  pri- 
vileges, they  obliged  Ferdinand,  before  his  coro- 
nation, to  fubfcribe  a  deed  which  thev  term  a  Re- 
'uerfe^  declaring  that  he  held  that  crown  not  by 
any  previous  right,  but  by  their  gratuitous  and 
voluntary  eledion.  By  fuch  a  vaft  acceffion  of 
territories,  the  hereditary  polTefuon  of  which  they 
4  fecured 
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fecured   in   procefs    of  time  to   their   family,    the  book 

princes  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  attained  that  pre-  v^^.,,-1..^ 

eminence  in  power  which  hath  rendered  them  fo  '5^7. 
formidable  to  the  reft  of  Germany  % 

The  diffenfions  between  the  Pope  and   Empe-  Progress  of 

111  r      theRtform- 

ror  proved  extremely    ravourable  to   the  progrels   aiiun. 
of  Lutheranifm.        Charles,   exafperated   by    Cle- 
ment's   conduct,   and  fully  employed  in  oppofmg 
the  league  \\hich  he  had  formed  againft  him,  had 
little  inclination,  and  lefs  leifure,  to  take  any  mea- 
fures  for  fuppreffing  the  new  opinions  in  Germany. 
In  a  diet  of  the  Empire  held  at  Spires,  the  ftate  of    J""^  *^ 
religion   came  to  be  confidered,  and  all   that  the 
Emperor   required  of  the   Princes    was,  that  they 
would  w^ait    patiently,    and    without   encouraging 
innovations,  for  the  meeting  of  a  general  council 
which  he  had  demanded  of  the  Pope.     They,  in 
return,   acknov/ledged  the  convocation  of  a  council 
to  be  the  proper  and   regular  flep  towards  reform- 
ing abufes  in  the  church ;  but  contended,    that  a 
national  council  held  in  Germanv  would  be  more 
efFedual    for  that  purpofe  than   what  he  had  pro- 
pofed.       To    his    advice,     concerning    the    difcou- 
ragement    of  innovations,   they   paid   fo    little  re- 
gard,   that    even   during  the  meeting  of  the  diet  at 
Spires,  the   divines    who    attended  the    Eledtor  of 
Saxony    and    Landgrave    of     HtiTe-Caflel   thither, 

"■-  Steph.  Brodeiick  Procancclarii  Hungar.  Clades  in  Campo 
Mohacz,  ap.  Scardium,  ii,  21S.  P.  B.tne  Hiil.  d'Allemagne, 
torn.  viii.  part  i.  p.  19S. 
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BOOK  preached  publicly,  and  adminiftered  the  facraments 
v^,^^.^.  according  to  the  rites  of  the  Reformed  Church  ^ 
^5^7'  The  Emperor's  own  example  emboldened  the 
Germans  to  treat  the  Papal  authority  with  little 
reverence.  During  the  heat  of  his  refentment 
againfl  Clement,  he  had  publifhed  a  long  reply 
to  an  angiy  brief  which  the  Pope  had  intended  as 
an  apology  for  his  own  conduct.  In  this  mani- 
feflo,  the  Emperor,  after  having  enumerated 
many  inftances  of  that  pontiff^s  ingratitude,  de- 
ceit, and  ambition,  all  which  he  painted  in  the 
flrongefl  and  mofl  aggravated  colours,  appealed 
from  him  to  a  general  council.  At  the  fame  time 
he  wrote  to  the  college  of  Cardinals,  complaining 
of  Clement's  partiality  and  injuflice ;  and  requir- 
ing them,  if  he  refufed  or  delayed  to  call  a  coun- 
cil, to  fliew  their  concern  for  the  peace  of  the 
Chriilian  church,  fo  fliamefully  neglected  by  its 
chief  paftor,  by  fummoning  that  aflembly  in  their 
own  name  ^.  This  manifedo,  little  inferior  in  viru- 
lence to  the  invectives  of  Luther  himfelf,  was  dif- 
perfed  over  Germany  with  great  induftry,  and 
being  eagerly  read  by  perfons  of  every  rank,  did 
much  more  than  counterbalance  the  effed  of  all 
Charles's  declarations  againft  the  new  opinions. 

*  Skid.   103.  '  Goldad.  Polit.  Imper.  p.  984. 

LND  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 
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